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CHAPTER  III. 

Fajfage  to  the  coaft  of  America — -Fhid  the  main-^ 
tnajl  fprnng — See  the  land  of  New  Albion — » 
Proceed  along  the  coaft — Fall  in  with  an  Arne-- 
rican  Veffel — E?tter  the  fuppofed  Jlraits  of  De 
Fuca — Anchor  there, 

Having  put  to  fea  from  Onehovr,  as  be¬ 
fore  related,  we  flood  to  the  N.  W.  dole 
hauled,  with  a  moderate  breeze  at  N.  N.  E.  at¬ 
tended  by  a  heavy  fwcll  from  the  N.  W.  until  Sa¬ 
turday  morning  the  17th  March^  1792,  when  the 
wind  having  veered  to  that  quarter,  we  made  fall 
to  the  N.  E.  in  order  that  we  might  pafs  to  the 
north  of  the  Sandwich  illands,  and  be  enabled  to 
fteer  to  the  eaftward,  fhould  the  wdnd  continu^ 
its  northern  diredion,  from  whence  it  had  lately 
prevailed.  By  noon  the  wind  blew  a  frefti  gale 
from  N.  N.  W.  attended  with  fome  trifling 
VoL.  II.  B  fqualls ; 
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fqualls  ;  our  latitude  was  now  22°  ]  6^,  longitude 
199°  1/';  the  weft  point  of  Onehow  bearing  by 
compafs  S.  5  7  E.  eight  leagues  diftant.  About 
two  in  the  afternoon  we  difeovered  a  fprlng  in 
the  main  malt  on  the  larboard  fide,  about  fix  feet 
below^  the  hounds.  This  part  of  the  maft  had 
occupied  much  of  our  attention  fince  our  depar¬ 
ture  from  Teneriffe,  in  confequence  of  a  fufpi- 
cious  appearance  near  a  rugged  knot,  oppofite  to 
the  place  where  the  defedl  now  became  evident. 
W e  w^ere  under  an  immediate  neceffity  of  getting 
dowm  the  top-gallant- maft,  wdth  every  moveable 
out  of  the  top  ;  clofe  reefing  the  topfail,  and 
lightening  the  head  of  the  maft  as  much'  as  pof- 
fible,  until  a  fifli  fhould  be  prepared  ;  which  the 
carpenters  loft  no  time  in  getting  ready.  A  de- 
feft  w^as  alfo  difeovered  in  the  head  of  the  fore- 
m.aft,  above  the  rigging,  wdiich  was  of  lefs  im¬ 
portance,  and  did  not  require  any  additional  fe- 
curlty  for  the  prefent. 

Atfun-fet  Attowai  bore  by  compafs  from  S.  80 
E.  to  S.  45  E.  and  from  Onehow  S.  4.  AV.  to  S. 
14  W.  The  wind  remaining  in  the  N.  W.  we 
ftood  on,  and  about  midnight  paffed  the  north 
point  of  Attowai  at  no  great  dlftance  ;  though 
the  weather  being  very  dark  and  hazy,  prevent- 

r 

ed  our  fecina;  the  land. 

O 

On  Sunday  the  1  8th  in  the  morning,  v/e  took 
our  departure  from  the  Sandwdeh  iflands:  Atto- 

w^ai 
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wal  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  5.  E.  to  S.  30  W. 
10  or  1 1  leagues  diftarit.  In  the  afternoon  all  the 
fails  were  furled  on  the  main-maft,  and  we  were 
employed  until  fix  in  the  evening  in  fixing  the 
fifh,  and  fecuring  the  head  of  the  maft ;  when 
the  fails  were  again  fet,  and  we  proceeded  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  The  wind  was  generally  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  north,  with  cool  and  pleafant,  though 
generally  cloudy  weather,  attended  by  a  great 
fwell  from  the  N.  W.  which  indicated  the  wind 
having  blown  wdth  much  violence  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  The  main- maft,  after  a  trial  of  fome  days 
in  a  frefti  gale  with  a  heavy  fea,  not  feeming  to 
complain,  the  top-gallant-maft  was  on  Friday  the 
23d  got  up,  and  the  ufual  quantity  of  fail  car¬ 
ried.  The  N.  W.  fwell  had  now  almoft  fubfided, 
and  the  wind  veered  round  to  N.  E.  with  which 
we  ftood  to  the  N.  N.  W.  The  weather  conti¬ 
nuing  dark  and  gloomy  prevented  our  making 
any  obfervations  on  the  folar  eclipfe  this  morn¬ 
ing  ;  but  at  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  24^ 
43^,  longitude  2oy^'0''  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
variation  was  found  to  be  1 1°  5^  eaftwardly. 

Our  courfe  was  directed  to  the  eaftward  or 
northward  as  the  wdnd  veered,  which  was  moftly 
on  the  northern  board,  blowing:  a  moderate  breeze 
with  pleafant  weather.  On  Thurfday  the  2gth, 
in  latitude  27^,  1  got  five  fets  of  diftances  of  the 
moon  and  fun  ;  the  mean  refult  gave  the  longi- 

2  tude 
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tude  214°  21/ ]  5^^ ;  by  the  chronometer  it  was 
2 13°  45^  30^^;  and  by  the  dead  reckoning,  211® 
44^.  This  error  in  the  dead  reckoning  feemed 
gradually  to  have  taken  place  fmce  our  departure 
from  Attowai ;  and  many  of  the  officers  having 
lately  made  feveral  lunar  obfcrvations  with  great 
accuracy,  whofe  mean  refultgave  from  25^  to  40^' 
eaft  of  the  chronometer,  I  was  led  to  believe,  that 
our  change  of  climate  (the  thermometer  having 
fallen  from  about  80  to  about  GO  fmce  leaving 
the  Sandwich  iflands,)  had  caufed  fome  accelera¬ 
tion  in  its  rate  of  going.  From  hence  our  pro- 
grefs  w^as  attended  by  a  very  fmooth  fea,  and  in 
general  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  weather.  The 
wind  between  N.  by  W.  and  N.  N.  E.  blew  fo 
gently,  that  on  the  7th  of  April  we  had  only 
reached  the  latitude  of  35°  25^;  longitude  217° 
24^,  by  the  dead  reckoning  214°  42' ;  w^hen  we 
found  ourfelves  in  the  midft  of  immenfe  num¬ 
bers  of  the  fea  blubber  of  the  fpecies  of  the  Me- 
dufa  VlHilia  ;  fo  that  the  furface  of  the  ocean  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  w^as  covered  wdtli 
thefe  animals  in  fuch  abundance,  that  even  a  pea 
could  hardly  be  dropped  clear  of  them.  The 
lafgeft  did  not  exceed  four  inches  in  circumfe-^ 
rence;  and  adhering  to  them  was  found  a  worm 
of  a  beautiful  blue  colour,  much  refembling  a 
caterpillar.  This  worm  is  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  thickefi;  tow^ard  the  head,  forming  a 

three- 
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three-fided  figure,  its  back  being  the  broadefi: ; 
its  belly,  or  under  part  was  provided  with  a  fef- 
tooned  membrane,  with  which  it  attached  itfelf 
to  the  medufa  villilia.  Along  the  ridge  conned- 
ing  the  fides  and  back  from  the  flioulders  to  the 
tail,  on  each  fide,  are  numberlefs  fmall  fibres, 
about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  length,  like  the 
downy  hair  of  infedls,  but  much  more  fubftan- 
tial ;  probably  intended  to  affift  the  animal  in  its 
progrefs  through  the  water.  This  worm  or  ca¬ 
terpillar  Mr.  Menzies  confidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.  We  faw  alfo  in  the  forenoon  a  bird, 
which  I  took  to  be  of  the  duck  or  awke  kind, 
flying  to  the  N.  W.  but  at  too  great  a  diftance 
to  difcover  its  character. 

Since  our  leaving  the  land  we  had  been  daily 
vifited  by  one  or  two  large  birds,  but  not  more 
at  a  time,  which  we  fometimes  took  for  the 
quebrantahueifos,  and  at  others  for  a  fpccies  of 
albatrofs.  On  Sunday  the  8th,  the  weather  be¬ 
ing  perfedlly  calm,  Mr.  Menzies  was  fo  fortunate 
as  to  determine  this  point,  by  killing  a  brown  al¬ 
batrofs  ;  of  the  fame  fort,  I  believe,  as  are  found 
in  abundance  about  Tierra  del  Fuego,  diftin- 
guiflied  vulgarly  by  the  name  of  Mother  Cary’s 
geefe,  on  account  of  the  white  rump,  Ihape  of 
the  tail,  &c.  which  refemble  the  ftorm  petrel, 
commonly  called  Mother  Cary’s  chicken.  This 
albatrofs  had  alfo  a  white  mark,  about  the  eighth 

B3  of 
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of  an  inch  wide,  and  two.  inches  long,  extend¬ 
ing  in  a  diagonal  dired:ion  from  the  inner  corner 
of  its  eye  towards  the  neck.  From  tip  to  tip  of 
each  wing  it  meafured  feven  feet ;  and,  from  the 
extremity  of  the  beak  to  that  of  the  tail,  three 
feet. 

The  weather  continued  pleafant,  nearly  calm 
or  with  light  variable  breezes  until  Tuefday  the 
10th,  when  in  latitude  30*^,  longitude  2 1 9^  3T, 
the  wind  blew  a  moderate  gale,  and  feemed  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  fouthern  quarter ;  with  which  we 
made  all  fail,  fleering  to  the  eaflward.  Not- 
withflanding  I  had,  in  cafe  of  feparation  with  the 
Chatham,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous  in 
,  Berkley’s  found,  yetwhilfl  we  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  keep  together,  it  was  my  fixed  determina¬ 
tion  to  fall  in  with  the  coafl  of  New  Albion  as 
far  to  the  fouthward  of  that  flation  as  clrcum- 
ftances  would  permit. 

Several  fmall  whales  and  grampufifes  had  lately 
been  obferved  about  the  fhip ;  and  this  after¬ 
noon  we  pafifed  within  a  few  yards  of  about 
twenty  whales  of  the  anvil-headed  or  fpermaceti 
kind,  that  were  playing  in  the  water.  The  im- 
menfe  number  of  the  medufa  with  which  this 
region  abounds,  may  probably  induce  the  fper¬ 
maceti  whale  to  refbrt  hither  in  quefl  of  food. 
We  novz  advanced  very  pleafantly  to  the  eafl¬ 
ward,  and  gradually  lofl  fight  of  the  medufa 

viililia. 
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vlllilia,  which  had  attended  us  in  the  .^reateft 
abundance  over  a  fpace  of  feven  degrees. of  longir 
tude  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Johnftone  of  the  Chatham;; 
paid  particular  attention  to  thefe  extrabrdinaiy 
creatures,  I  fliall  infert  his  defeription  of.thhm.f' 

4  Thefe  fm all  blubbers. are  of  an  oval  form, 
quite  flat,  and  meafuring  about  an  inch  and  an 
half  the  longeft  wTiy  ;  their  under  fide  is  feme-., 
what  concave  ;  the  edges,  for  near  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  width,  are  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
changing  inwardly  to  a  pale  green  ;  the  fabftance 
being  much  thinner  and  more  tranfparent  there 
than  on  the  upper  fide.  Perpendicularly  to  the 
plain  of  their  furface  flands  a  very  thin  mem¬ 
brane,  extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  its 
longeft  diameter  in  a  diagonal  diredlion  ;  it  is 
about  an  inch  in  height,  and  forms  a  ferment  of 
a  circle.  This  membrane,  which  feemed  to 
ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  a  fin  and  a  fail,  was 
fbmetimes  obferved  to  be  eredl  ;  at  others  lying 

flat,  which  was  generally  the  cafe  in  the  morn- 

» 

ing ;  but  as  the  day  advanced,  it  became  ex¬ 
tended.  Whether  tins  was  voluntary,  or  the  ef- 
fedl  of  the  fun’s  influence,  w^as  a  queftion  not 
eafily  to  be  decided.  When  the  membrane-  was 
dowm,  thefe  little  animals  were  colledfed  into 
compaft  clufters,  were  apparently  deftitute  of 
any  motion,  and  their  colour  at  that  time  feemed 
of  a  dark  green.” 
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The  wind  gradually  veered  round  to  the  S.  E. 
and  £.  S.  E.  increafing  in  its  force,  attended  ge¬ 
nerally  with  a  very  fmooth  fea ;  though  fome- 
times  with  a  little  fwell  from  the  weftward  and 
S.  W.  accompanied  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  wea¬ 
ther.  On  Sunday  morning  the  16th,  I  got  one 
fet  of  lunar  diftances,  which  at  noon  gave  the 
longitude  232°  501^;,  by  the  chronometer  232^ 
71^;  and  by  the  dead  reckoning  229°  the  la- 
,  titude  37°  55f. 

The  wind  at  E.  S.  E.  by  two  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  increafed  with  fuch  violence  as  to  make  it 
neceflary  that  the  topfails  fliould  be  clofe-reefed  ; 
the  fqualls  were  very  heavy,  with  an  appearance 
of  an  approaching  ftorm.  No  foundings  were 
to  be  had  with  120  fathoms  of  line  ;  and  as  I 
could  not  depend  upon  the  longitude  of  the  coaft 
of  New  Albion  under  this  parallel,  we  ftood  on 
a  wind  until  day-light,  when  we  again  refumed 
pur  courfe  to  the  N.  E.  with  an  increafing  gale, 
attended  by  thick  rainy  weather ;  which,  by  two 
in  the  afternoon,  obliged  us  to  ftrike  our  top¬ 
gallant- mafts,  and  (land  to  the  fouthward  under 
the  forefail  and  ftorm  flayfails.  At  ten  that 
night  the  wind  veere^  round  to  the  fouth,  blew  a 
moderate  gale,  and  brought  with  it  fair  and  plea- 
fant  weather.  Our  upper  canvas  was  again  fpread; 
and  the  neceflary  fignals  made  to  the  Chatham 
not  being  anfwered,  and  not  feeing  her  at  day- 

break 
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break  on  Tuefday  the  17th,  we  abandoned  our 
courfe  to  the  eaftward  to  go  in  fearch  of  her. 
About  five  Ihe  was  feen  from  the  m'^if-head  to 
the  N.  W.  ;  upon  which  wq  bore  down  to  her, 
and  having  joined  company,  we  again  direfled 
our  route  to  the  eaflward.  The  fky  being  tole¬ 
rably  clear,  although  the  wind  had  again  put  us 
under  double-reefed  topfails,  enabled  me  to  ob¬ 
tain  fix  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  whofe  mean  re- 
fult  at  noon  gave  the  longitude  5  0^  to  the  eaft¬ 
ward  of  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude 
being  230^  8\  and  the  dead  reckoning  231°  30^; 
the  obferved  latitude  was  39®  20^ 

Soon  after  mid-day  we  pafl'ed  confiderable 
quantities  of  drift  wood,  grafs,  fea  weed,  &c. 
Many  lhags,  ducks,  puffins,  and  other  aquatic 
birds  were  flying  about ;  and  the  colour  of  the 
water  announced  our  approach  to  foundings. 
Thefe  circumftances  indicated  land  not  far  off, 
although  we  were  prevented  feeing  any  objedl 
more  than  three  or  four  miles  diftant,  by  the 
weather,  which  had  become  very  thick  and  rainy. 
Being  anxious  to  get  fight  of  the  land  before 
night  if  poflible,  we  flood  to  the  eaftward  with 
as  much  fail  as  we  could  carry,  and  at  four  in 
the  afternoon  reached  foundings  at  the  depth  ot 
53  fathoms,  foft  brown  fandy  bottom.  The  land 
was  now  difeovered  bearing  by  compafs  from 
E.  N.  E.  to  E.  by  S,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 

leagues. 
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leagues,  on  which  the  furf  broke  witlii  great  vio¬ 
lence.  We  flood  in  for  the  fliore  under  our  top- 
lails  for  about  an  hour,  and  perceived  the  coaft 
to  extend  from  N.  to  S.  E.  The  nearefl  fliore 
was  about  two  miles  diflant.  The  rain  and  fog 
with  which  the  atmofphere  was  nov/  loaded, 
precluded  our  feeing  much  of  this  part  of  the 
coafl  of  New  Albion.  The  fhore  appeared  flraight 
and  unbroken,  of  a  moderate  height,  with  moun¬ 
tainous  land  behind,  covered  with  flately  foreft 
trees;  excepting  in  fome  fpots,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  cleared  by  manual 
.  labour ;  and  exhibited  a  verdant,  agreeable  af- 
peft.  During  the  night  w^e  plied  under  an  eafy 
fail,  in  order  to  be  near  the  land  next  morning, 
Wednefday  the  ]  8th  ;  w  hen,  in  confequence  of 
a  thick  haze,  it  remained  obfeured  until  a  light 
breeze  from  the  eaflw^ard  about  ten  o’clock  gave 
us  a  view  of  the  iliore  to  the  north  eaflward,  for 
which  we  immediately  fleered.  The  northern 
extremity  of  the  land  bore  by  compafs  at  noon 
N.  N.  W.  the  nearefl  fliore  eafl  about  fix  leagues, 
the  land  I  confidered  we  were  off  the  preceding; 
night  S.  72  E.  about  eight  leagues  ;  and  the 
fouthernmofl  land  in  fight  S.  ()0  E.  about  ten 
leagues  diflant.  The  obferved  latitude  was  at 
this  time  27'^:  longitude  235®  4T  30^^  ;  by 
the  chronometer  235*^.  The  former  was  de¬ 
duced  from  the  mean  refult  of  eighty-five  fets  of 

lunar 
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lunar  diftances,  taken  by  the  feveral  perfons  as 
under,  and  reduced  at  noon  by  the  chronometer 
fmce  the  27th  of  March,  according  to  its  Ota- 
hettean  rate,  (viz.)  , 


Nine  fets  taken  by  Mr.  Puget  gave 

235° 

35^  0^^ 

Eighteen  fets  by  Mr.  Whidbey 

235 

49 

Nineteen  by  Mr.  Orchard 

235 

35 

Ten  by  Mr.  John  Stewart 

235 

44  .n 

Seventeen  by  Mr.  Ballard 

235 

45  ^ 

Twelve  by  myfelf 

235 

39  -1 

The  mean  refult  of  the  above 

eighty- five  fets  -  - 

235 

41  30 

This  made  the  chronometer  41''  30^^  to  the 
weft  of  that  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  neareft  the 
true  longitude ;  and  from  the  general  refult  cf 
thefe  obfervations  it  evidently  appeared,  that  the 
chronometer  had  materially  altered  in  •  its  rate 
fince  we  had  reached  thefe  northern  regions. 
The  longitude  of  the  refpeftive  points,  head¬ 
lands,  &c.  as  hereafter  ftated,  will  therefore  be 
corrected  and  affixed,  by  fubfequent  obfervations,* 
agreeably  to  the  explanation  contained  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter ;  whence,  by  allowing  a  different 
rate  to  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude  this 
day  at  noon  was  afcertained  to  be  235°  25^. 

The  gentle  breeze  of  wind  that  now  prevailed 
appearing  to  be  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter, 

favoured 
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favoured  my  wlfh  to  purfue  a  northern  courfe  ; 
for  which  purpofe  we  bore  away  along  the  coaft 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  pleafant ;  and  as  we 
drew  nearer  the  land,  the  Ihore  feemed  to  be 
perfedlly  compadf,  formed,  generally  fpeaking, 
by  cliffs  of  a  moderate  height  and  nearly  per¬ 
pendicular.  The  inland  country,  which  rifes  in 
a  pleafing  diverfity  of  hills  and  dales,  was  com¬ 
pletely  clothed  wdth  foreft  trees  of  confiderable 
magnitude  ;  and  thofe  fpots  which,  on  our  firft 
view,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  cleared 
of  their  wood  by  art,  were  now  feen  to  extend, 
generally,  along  the  fea-fide ;  and  their  being 
deftitute  of  wood,  was  evidently  to  be  afcribed 
to  fome  natural  caufe.  They  were  beautifully 
green,  with  a  luxuriant  herbage,  interrupted  by 
llreaks  of  red  earth.  At  fun-fet,  the  fouthern- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs,  S.  45  E. ; 
a  fmall  white  rock,  not  unlike  a  veffel  under 
fail,  clofe  to  the  fliore,  eaft;  the  nearell:  fhore 
E.  N.  E.  four  leagues ;  and  the  northernmoft 
land  in  light,  which  I  confidered  to  be  cape 
Mendocino,  N.  SO  W.  about  ten  leagues  diftant. 
In  this  fituation,  the  variation  by  the  furveying 
compafs  was  obferved  to  be  1(5°  eaftwardly. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  making  fhort  trips. 
The  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  19th,  brought 
with  it  a  return  of  calm  or  light  baffling  winds, 

a  very 
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a  very  heavy  fwell  from  the  S.  W.  and  fo  thick 
a  haze  over  the  land,  that  the  fhores  were  fcarce- 
ly  perceptible.  Immenfe  numbers  of  whales 
wxre  playing  about  us  during  the  morning.  Moft 
of  them  W'Cre  of  that  tribe  which,  in  Greenland, 
are  called  finners.  Towards  noon,  we  had  again 
from  the  fouthward  a  moderate  breeze  ;  but  the 
weather  ftlll  remained  extremely  gloomy. 

In  dlrefting  our  courfe  along  the  coaft  to  the 
northward,  we  obferved  in  latitude  40^  3^  longi¬ 
tude  235^  5l\  The  mean  variation  of  the  fur- 
veying  compafs,  by  obfervations  made  before  and 
after  noon,  was  15^  eaftwardly.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  northern  moft  land  in  fight  bore,  by 
compafs,  N.  10  W. ;  cape  Mendocino,  N.  2  W. ; 
the  eafternmoft  land  in  fight,  S.  Go  E. ;  and  the 
neareft  fnore  N.  E.  about  four  leagues  diftant.- 
In  the  afternoon  we  palTed  cape  Mendocino.  It 
is  formed  by  two  high  promontories,  about  ten 
miles  apart ;  the  fouthernmoft,  w'hich  is  the 
higheft,  and  when  feen  either  from  the  north  or 
the  fouth  much  refembles  Dunnoze,  is  fituated 
in  latitude  40°  IQ^,  longitude  235°  53''.  Off  the 
Cape  lie  fome  rocky  iilets  and  fanken  rocks, 
near  a  league  from  the  Ihore.  The  fouthern¬ 
moft  of  thefe  from  the  northernmoft  promon¬ 
tory,  lies  S.  Ol  W.  about  a  league  diftant;  and 
wdthin  it  are  tW'O  rocky  iflets  in  fliape  much  re- 
fembling  hay-cocks.-  The  northernmoft  of  them 

lies 
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;I  lies  N.  3  W. ,  diftant  five  or  fix  miles,  nearly  of 

the  fame  fhape  and  fize  with  the  other,  to  which 
I  it  is  apparently  connedied  by  a  ledge  of  rocks, 

whole  outermoft  part  lies  from  the  above  pro- 
‘  montory  N.  38  W.  about  two  leagues  diftant, 

I  having  a  fmaller  iflet,  about  midway,  between 

I  them.  On  fome  parts  of  this  ledge  the  fea  con- 

I  ftantly  breaks  with  great  violence  ;  on  others,  at 

intervals  only.  The  broken  water  appeared  from 
(  the  maft-head  to  extend  along  the  coaft,  as  far 

!  north  as  could  be  difcerned ;  which,  however, 

!■  f  f 

was  at  no  great  diftance,  owing  to  the  weather 
being  ftill  thick  and  hazy.  The  whole  of  this 
Cape,  though  by  no  means  a  very  projedling 
head  land,  is  doubtlefs  very  remarkable,  from 
ii  being  the  higheft  on  the  fea-fliore  of  this  part 

'  -  of  New  Albion.  The  mountains  at  its  back  are 

confiderably  elevated,  and  form  altogether  a  high 
fteep  mafs,  which  does  not  break  into  perpendi¬ 
cular  cliffs,  but  is  compofed  of  various  hills  that 
rife  abruptly,  and  are  divided  by  many  deep 
chafms.  In  fome  of  thefe,  as  well  as  on  fome 
of  the  ridges  of  the  hills,  grew  a  few  dw^arf  trees. 
The  general  furface  was  covered  with  vegetables 
of  a  dull  green  colour,  interfperfed  in  fome  places 
with  perpendicular  ftrata  of  red  earth  or  clay. 

I  South  of  the  Cape  the  coaft  is  nearly  ftraight, 

forming  only  a  trifling  bend,  to  the  fouthernmoft 
part  we  had  feen.  Its  elevation  is  regular,  it  may 

be 
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be  confidered  as  high  land,  and  is  apparently 

deep  too,  as  we  founded  vYithout  gaining  bot- 

1 

tom  with  120  fathoms  of  line  at  diftances  from 
two  to  five  leagues  from  the  fhore.  This  had 
been  uniformly  the  cafe  fince  the  evening  we 
firft  faw  the  coaft,  having  no  where  elfe  gained 
any  foundings,  nor  fcen  any  drift  wood.  Tea- 
weed,  or  aquatic  birds,  nor  noticed  any  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  colour  of  the  water.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  induced  fome  of  us  to  fufped:,  that  an 

JL. 

opening  or  river  exifted  to  the  fouthward  of  our 
then  ftation.  To  the  northward  of  cape  Men¬ 
docino,  the  elevation  of  the  country  appeared 
fuddenly  to  decreafe  beyond  the  rocky  iflets, 
where  it  feemed  to  affume  a  moderate  height. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  weather  becoming  un- 
pleafant,  and  adverfe  to  our  purfuit,  about  five 
o’clock  we  hauled  off  the  fliore.  The  outermoil 
of  the  fuiiken  rocks  on  a  line  with  the  middle 
iflet,  bore  by  compafs  E.  by  N.  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  league ;  the  main  land,  then  indif- 
tinclly  feen,  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  S.  E.  In 
this  fituation,  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of 
4Q  fathoms ;  dark  browm  fand.  As  w^e  flood  into 
the  offing,  we  tried,  at  the  diftances  of  two,  three, 
and  four  leagues  S.  W.  from  the  rocks,  but 
gained  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  80  and  go  fa¬ 
thoms. 

The  gale  had  fo  much  increafed  by  midnight 

from 
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from  the  S.  E*  as  to  render  clofe-reefing  the 
topfails  neceffary ;  under  which  we  again  flood 
in  for  the  land,  in  the  hope  of  the  wind  abating 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  20th.  Inflead  of 
which  it  became  more  violent,  attended  with 
fuch  very  heavy  fqualls  of  rain  and  thick  wea¬ 
ther,  that  we  were  obliged  to  flrike  the  top¬ 
gallant  yards,  and  fland  to  fea  under  our  courfes. 
In  the  afternoon  the  head-railing  on  the  ftarboard 
lide  was  entirely  carried  away.  This  obliged  us 
to  reef  the  forefail,  and  bring  the  tack  to  the 
cat-head ;  by  which  means,  the  fail  flood  lb  in¬ 
differently,  that  the  confequences  attendant  on 
this  accident  might  have  been  very  alarming, 
had  we  had  a  lee  fliore  inflead  of  a  w^eather  fliore 
to  contend  with. 

The  gale,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain, 
continued  until  midnight ;  when  it  veered  to  the 
fouth,  moderated,  and  permitted  us  to  fleer  again 
for  the  land  under  clofe- reefed  topfails.  On  Satur¬ 
day  morning  the  2 1  fl,  our  top-gallant  fails  were 
again  fet,  but  the  weather  was  very  unpleafant, 
being  thick,’  w  ith  heavy  rain  ;  which,  towards 
noon,  terminated  in  a  calm  and  fog.  By  our 
reckoning,  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Men¬ 
docino  bore,  by  compafs,  S.  6o  E.,  1 1  miles  dif- 
tant.  In  this  fltuation,  no  bottom  could  be 
reached  with  120  fathoms  of  line. 

The  fog,  with  calms,  or  light  variable  winds, 

continued 
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continued  until  about  ten  the  next  forenoon,  Sun¬ 
day  the  22d,  when  the  weather  fuddenly  alter¬ 
ed,  and  brought  with  it  a  fine  pleafant  gale  from 
the  fouth.  All  fail  was  now  made  for  the  land; 
at  noon  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo¬ 
cino  bore,  by  compafs,  S.  04  E.,  diftant  nine 
leagues;  its  north  part,  N.  88  E.  fix  leagues ; 
the  northernmoE  of  the  rocky  iflets,  N.  /]  E., 
five  or  fix  leagues ;  and  the  northernmoft  land 
in  fight,  N.  E.  ;  the  obferved  latitude  40°  32''; 
longitude  235°  2 S'',  and  the  variation  of  the  com¬ 
pafs  l0°  eaftwardly.  ' 


From  cape  Mendocino  the  coaft  takes  a  direc¬ 
tion  N.  13  E,  ;  alon^  which  we  ran2:ed  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  leagues.  After  paffing 
the  above  iflets,  the  fhores  became  ftraight  and 
compadl,  not  affording  the  fmalleft  fhelter  ;  and, 
although  rifing  gradually  from  the  water’s  edge 
to  a  moderate  height  only,  yet  the  diftant  inte¬ 
rior  country  was  compofed  of  mountains  of  great 


elevation  ;  before  which  v/ere  prefented  a  great 

variety  of  hills  and  dales,  agreeably  Interfperled 

with  wood- land,  and  clear  fpots,  as  if  in  a  ftate 

of  cultivation ;  but  we  could  difcern  neither 
\ 

houfes,  huts,  fmokes,  nor  other  figns  of  its  being 
inhabited.  The  coaft  wx  had  paffcd  this  after¬ 
noon,  feemed  to  be  generally  defended  by  a 
fandy  beach  ;  but  the  evening  brought  us  to  a 
country  of  a  very  different  defeription,  whofe 
VoL.  IL  C  *  fhores 
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Ihores  wore  compofcd  of  rocky  precipices,  with 
numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iilets  extend¬ 
ing  about  a  mile  into  the  fea :  this  moft  projeft- 
Ing  part,  vvhich  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  41°  8k 
longitude  23r3°  c/,  obtained  the  name  of  Roc  icy 
Po  INT.  This,  at  fcven  in  the  evening,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  18  E.  fix  miles  diftant ;  the  neareft 
lliore  eaft  four  miles  ;  and  the  northernmoft  land 
in  fight  N.  0  E.  We  fpent  the  night  in  pre- 
ferving  our  fituation  with  the  land,  and  the  next 
morning,  Monday  the  23d,  again  purfued  our 
courfe  along  the  coaft,  which  from  Rocky  Point 
takes  a  diredlion  Nt  Q  W.  The  wdnd  at  fouth 
was  light,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  with  fome 
little  rain.  At  eight  o’clock  Rocky  Point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E.,  five  or  fix  miles ;  the  near¬ 
eft  fliore,  N.  E.  by  E.  three  miles  diftant ;  and 
a  detached  rocky  iflet  N.  18  W.  ;  within  wTich 
we  afterwards  pafted  in  35  to  50  fathoms  w^ater, 
black  fandy  bottom.  This  rock  is  a  high  round 
lump  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit,  apparently 
fteep  to,  and  lies  from  Rocky  Point  N.  1 1  W. 
diftant  1  3  miles,  and  about  half  a  league  from 
the  fliore.  When  abreaft  of  Rocky  Point,  the 
colour  of  the  fea  fuddcnly  changed  from  the 
oceanic  hue  to  a  very  light  river- coloured  water, 
extending  as  far  a- head  as  could  be  difeerned. 
This  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe  fome  confiderable, 
river  or  rivers  were  in  the  neighbourhood. 

A  freflr 
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A  frefli  gale  from  the  fouth  permitted  our  fail¬ 
ing  along  the  coaft  within  a  league  of  the  flbore> 
which  appeared  to  be  deftitute  of  any  opening, 
and  fimilar  to  that  which  we  had  paiTed  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  bounded  by  innumerable  fmall 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets.  The  face  of  the  country 
may  be  confidered  as  mountainous,  and  did  not 
appear  fo  plealing  as  that  lying  to  the  fouth  of 
Rocky  Point.  In  this  refpedl,  however,  we  were 
able  to  fay  but  little,  as  the  land  was  nearly  ob» 
fcured  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather,  excepting 
immediately  on  the  fea-ftiore  ;  which  being  com- 
pofed  of  fteep  rocky  precipices  broken  by  deep 
gullies,  at  a  diftance  would  put  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  harbours,  or  breaks  in  the  land.  At 
noon,  we  were  again  in  oceanic-coloured  water ; 
the  obferved  latitude  4 1  ®  36^;  longitude  235®  58'"; 
and  variation  of  the  compafs  1 6^  eaft wardly.  In 
this  fituation,  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore 
by  compafs  S.  S.  E.  ;  the  neareft  ftiore  N.  E. 
four  miles  diftant ;  and  the  northernmoft  extre¬ 
mity  in  fight,  (being  a  clufter  of  remarkable, 
rocky  hummocks  at  the  termination  of  a  conli- 
derable  tradl  of  low  level  land,  that  at  a  diftance 
feemed  to  be  an  ifland,)  bore  N.  15  W.  At 
the  junction  of  the  low  level  land  with  the  high 
rocky  coaft,  a  fliallow  bay  is  formed;  at  the 
bottom  of  which  w^as  an  appearance  of  a  fmall 
harbour  or  opening,  which  bore  N.  5  E.  Here 

C  2  Tenter- 
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1  entertained  hopes  of  finding  fhclter ;  but  the 
number  of  breakers  along  the  Ihore  of  the  lo  w 
level  landy  fome  of  which  were  detached,  and 
lie  at  a  coiifiderable  diftance  from  the  coaft,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  rocky  iilets  feen 
from  the  maft-head,  extending  as  far  to  the 
weft  ward  as  N.  W.,  and  a  fky  bearing  the  fame 
dull  and  gloomy  afpeft  as  that  which  preceded 
the  former  gale,  induced  me  to  confidcr  it  moft 
prudent  to  decline  the  attempt ;  and  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  the  favorable  gale  at  S.  S.  W. 
to  continue  my  examination  of  the  coaft,  in  the 
confidence  of  foon  finding  a  more  convenient 
fhelter. 

We  ftood  off  W.  N.  W.  in  order  to  fail  round 
the  outw^ardmoft  of  the  rocks,  which  we  paiTed 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  or  four  miles, 
about  four  o’clock ;  and  again  hauled  in  for  the 
north  fide  of  the  low  level  land.  This  land 
forms  a  very  confpicuous  point,  vrhich  I  named 
Point  St.  George,  and  the  very  dangerous 
clufter  of  rocks  extending  from  thence,  the 
Dragon  Rocks.  The  outw^ardmoft  of  thefe 
lies  from  Point  St.  George,  which  is  fituated  in 
latitude  41®  a.nd  longitude  235®  5/''!,  N. 

52  W.,  three  leagues  diftant.  The  rocks  above 
water  are  four  in  number,  wdth  many  funken 
ones,  and  numerous  breakers  ftretching  from  the 
outermofl-,  (fouthw^ard  of  point  St.  George)  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  opening  mentioned  at  noon.  This 
point  forms  a  bay  on  each  fide ;  that  into  which 
wc  ftood  from  the  north  fide  is  perfedlly  open  to 
the  N.  W.,  yet  apparently  fheltered  from  the 
W.  S.  W.  and  fouthwardly  winds  by  the  Dragon 
rocks ;  the  foundings  we  found  regularly  from 
35  to  45  fathoms,  black  fand  and  muddy  bot¬ 
tom  :  when  at  the  former  depth,  Point  St. 
George  bore  by  compafs  S.  33  E.  10  miles;  the 
northernmoft  of  the  Dragon  rocks  S.  7  W.  four 
miles  ;  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  which  I 
called  St.  George’s  Bay,  N.  24  W.  fix  or 
feven  miles  diftant. 

The  furf  broke  with  great  violence  all  round 
the  bay  ;  and  although  we  were  again  in  whitiih 
water,  there  was  not  any  opening  on  this  fide  of 
the  point :  the  fhores  of  the  northernmoft  part 
of  the  bay,  like  the  coaft  of  the  bay  on  the  foutfr 
f  de  of  Point  St.  George,  rife  very  abruptly  from 
the  fea,  forming  numberlefs  gullies  and  chafms, 
w^hich  were  covered  wdth  a  dull  brownifh  herb¬ 
age,  and  produced  little  or  no  wood.  North  of 
the  bay  the  diores  were  again  bounded  with 
numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  fimilar 
to  thofc  already  mentioned  ;  but  the  low  land 
of  Point  St.  George  terminates  in  a  fandy  beach, 
from  whence  the  coaft  takes  a  diredfion  N. 
25  W. 

Not  finding  a  fituation  here  likely  to  anfwer 

C  3  our 
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our  purpofe,  we  dircfted  our  route  along  the 
coaft  until  it  was  dark,  when  we  hauled  off 
fhore,  and  fpent  the  night  in  the  offing.  The 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  24th,  the  north 
point  of  St.  George’s  bay  bore  by  compafs  eaft 
two  leagues  diftant.  With  a  favorable  breeze  at 
S.  E.  and  lefs  hazy  weather,  our  fiirvey  was  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  northward  along  the  Ihores,  which 
are  compofed  of  high  fteep  precipices  and  deep 
chafms,  falling  very  abruptly  into  the  fea.  The 
inland  mountains  w^re  much  elevated,  and  ap¬ 
peared,  by  the  help  of  our  glaffes,  to  be  tolerably 
well  clothed  with  a  variety  of  trees,  the  generality 
of  which  were  of  the  pine  tribe ;  yet  amongft 
them  were  obferved  fome  fpreading  trees  of  con- 
fidcrable  magnitude.  Although  fome  of  thefe 
mountains  appeared  quite  barren,  they  were  def- 
titute  of  fnow  ;  but  on  thofe  at  the  back  of  cape 
Mendocino,  which  were  further  to  the  fouth, 
and  apparently  inferior  in  point  of  height,  fome 
fmall  patches  of  fnow  were  noticed.  The  ffiores 
were  ftill  bounded  by  innumerable  rocky  illcts, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  we  paffed  a 
clufter  of  them?  with  feveral  funken  rocks  in 
their  vicinity,  lying  a  league  from  the  land ; 
which,  by  falling  a  little  back  to  the  eaftward, 
forms  a  fliallow  bay,  into  which  we  fleered.  As 
the  breeze  that  had  been  fo  favorable  to  our  pur- 
fuit  fmee  the  preceding  Sunday  died  away,  and 

as 
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as  a  tide  or  current  let  us  faft  in  fhore,  we  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  an  anchor  in 
3Q  fathoms  “water,  black  fand  and  mud.  The 
latitude  of  this  ftation- was  found  to  be  42  38^ 
longitude  235°  44^  In  this  fituation,  the  outer- 
moft  rock  of  the  duller  before  mentioned  bore 
by  compafs  S;  lO  E.  fix  miles  diilant ;  a  re¬ 
markable  black  rock,,  the  neareft  Ihore  being  N. 
,04  E.  3i  miles;  a  very  high  black  cliff  refem- 
bling  the  gable  end  of  a  houfc,  N.  1  E.  ;  the 
northernmoft  extremity  of  the  main  land,  which 
is  formed  by  low  land  projeding  from  the  high 
rocky  coaft  a  confiderable  way  into  the  fea,  and 
terminating  in  a  wedge* like  low  perpendicular 
cliff,  N.  27  W.  This  I  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Or  ford,  in  honor  of  my  much 
Tcfpeded  friend  the  noble  Earl  (George)  of  that 
title  :  off  it  lie  feveral  rocky  iflets,  ^he  outward- 
moll  of  which  bore  N.  3  8  W.  ' 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  a  canoe  was  feen 
paddling  towards  the  fhip ;  and  with  the  greatell 
confidence,  and  without  any  fort  of  invitation, 
came  immediately  alongfide.  During  the  after¬ 
noon  tvv^o  others  vifited  the  Difeovery,  and  fome 
repaired  to  the  Chatham,  from  different  parts  of 
the  coall  in  light;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  inhabitants  wdio  are  fettled  along  the  lliores 
of  this  country,  may  probably  have  their  refi- 
dence  in  the  fmail  nooks  that  arc  proteded  from 

C  4  the 
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the  violence  of  the  weftwardly  fwell  by  fome  of 
the  larger  rocky  illets,  fo  abundantly  fcattered 
along  the  coaft. 

A  pleafing  and  courteous  deportment  diftln- 
gui&ed  thefe  people.  Their  countenances  indi^ 
cated  nothing  ferocious  ;  their  features  partook 
rather  of  the  general  European  charadler;  their 
colour  a  light  olive  ;  and  befides  being  punclu- 
ated  in  the  fafnion  of  the  South-Sea  iflanders, 
their  fkln  had  many  other  marks,  apparently 
from  injuries  in  their  excurfions  through  the  fo- 
refts,  poffibly,  with  little  or  no  cloathing  that 
could  protedt  them  ;  though  fome  of  us  were  of 

opinion  thefe  marks  were  purely  ornamental,  as  is 

/ 

the  faflnon  with  the  inhabitants  of  Van  Dieman's 
land.^  Their  ftature  was  under  the  middle  fize; 
none  that  we  faw  exceeding  five  feet  fix  inches 
in  height,  They  were  tolerably  well  limbed, 
thoup'h  llender  in  their  perfons  ;  bore  little  or  no 
refemblance  to  the  people  of  Nootka ;  nor  did 
they  feena  to  have  the  leaft  knowledge  of  that 
language.  They  feemed  to  prefer  the  comforts 
of  cleanllnefs  to  the  painting  of  their  bodies ; 
in  their  ears  and  nofes  they  had  fmall  ornaments 
of  bone  ,  their  hair,  which  was  long  and  black, 
was  clean  and  neatly  combed,  and  generally  tied 
in  a  club  behind ;  though  fom^e  amongft  them 
had  their  hair  in  a  club  in  front  alfo.  They  were 

^  Vide  Cook’s  lafl  Voyage. 

in 
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dreflcd  in^  garments  that  nearly  covered  them, 
made  principally  of  the  ikins  of  deer,  bear,  fox, 
and  liver  otter ;  one  or  two  , cub  ikins  of  the  fca 
otter  were  alfo  obferved  amons^ft  them.  Their 
canoes,  calculated  to  carry  about  eight  people, 
xvere  rudely  wrought  out  ot  a  fingle  tree  ;  their 
fliape  much  refcmbled  that  of  a  butcher’s  tray, 
and  Teemed  very  unfit  for  a  fea  voyage  or  any 
diftant  expedition.  They  brought  but  a  few 
trifling  articles  to  barter,  and  they  anxioufly  fo- 
licited  in  exchange  iron  and  beads.  In  this  traf- 
fic  they  were  fcrupuloufly  honell,  particularly  in 
fixing  their  bargain  with  the  firfi:  bidder;  for, 
if  a  fccond  oftered  a  more  valuable  commodity 
for  what  they  had  to  fell,  they  would  not  con- 
fent,  but  made  flgns  (which  could  not  be  mif- 
taken,)  that  the  firfc  fliould  pay  the  price  offered 
by  the  fecond,  on  which  the  bargain  would  be 
clofed.  They  did  not  entertain  the  leaft  idea  of 
accepting  prefents  ;  for  on  my  giving  them  fome 
beads,  medals,  iron,  &c.  they  inftantly  offered 
their  garments  in  return,  and  feemed  much  af- 
toniflied,  and  I  believe  not  lefs  pleafed,  that  I 
chofe  to  decline  them.  The  firft  man,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  gave  me  fome  trouble  to  perfuade  him 
that  he  was  to'  retain  both  the  trinkets  and  his 
garment. 

We  remained  in  this  fltuation  until  near  mld- 
rfight,  when  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
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the  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  feme  rain  and  dark 
gloomy  weather,  we  weighed  and  ftood  to  and 
fro  until  dav-lia:ht,  Wednefdav  the  25th  ;  wEcn 
wx  directed  our  courfe  round  the  group  oi'  rocks 
lying  off  cape  Orford,  comprehending  four  de¬ 
tached  rocky  iflets,  with  feveral  dangerous  funkcii 
rocks  about  them,  on  w  hich  the  fea  broke  wdth 

I 

great  violence  :  the  outermoft  of  thefe  lies  from 
the  Cape  S.  38  W.,  diftant  about  four  miles; 
we  pafTcd  cloie  to  the  breakers  in  foundings  of 
45  fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom.  Cape  Orford, 
wEich  is  fitiiated  in  latitude  42^  52k  longitude 
235®  35k  at  the  extremity  of  a  low  projecting 
tradt  of  land,  forms  a  very  confpicuous  point, 
and  bears  the  fame  appearance  whether  approach¬ 
ed  from  the  north  or  the  fouth.  It  is  covered 
with  W’ood  as  low  dowm  as  the  furf  wdll  permit 
it  to  grown  The  ipacc  between  the  w'oods  and 
the  wafli  of  the  fea,  feemed  compofed  ot  black 
craggy  rocks,  and  may  from  the  mall  head  be 
fecn  at  the  dlflance  of  feven  or  eie:ht  leagues  ; 

o  o 

but  I  ftould'  fuppofe  not  much  further.  Some 
of  us  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  cape 
Blanco  of  Martin  D’Aguilar  ;  its  latitude,  how^- 
ever,  diifercd  greatly  from  that  in  which  cape 
Blanco  is  placed  by  that  navigator;  and  its  dark 
appearance,  which  might  poffibly  be  occafioned 
by  the  hazlnefs  of  w-eather,  did  not  feem  to 
in  title  it  to  the  appellation  of  cape  Blanco.  North 

of 
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of  this  cape,  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  about 
N.  13  E.;  and  fouth  of  it  towards  Point  St. 
George,  S.  1 8  E. 

The  rocky  iflets  which  we  had  feen  in  fuch 
numbers  along  the  fhorc,  ceafed  to  exift  about  a 
league  to  the  north  of  cape  Orford ;  and  in  their 
ftead,  an  almoft  ftraight  fandy  beach  prefented 
itfelf,  with  land  behind  gradually  riiing  to  a  mo¬ 
derate  height  near  the  coafi: ;  but  the  interior 
was  confiderably  elevated,  and  much  diveiTified 
both  by  its  eminences  and  productions,  being 
generally  well  wooded,  though  frequentiy  inter¬ 
rupted  with  intervals  of  clear  fpots,  which  gave 
it  fome  refemblancc  to  a  country  in  an  advanced 
ftate  of  cultivation. 

The  weather  having  become  more  clear  and 
pleafant  at  noon,  cape  Orford  was  vifible  aftern 
nearly  in  the  horizon,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  1 1 
E.  five  leagues  diftant ;  the  neareft  fnorc  about 
a  league  diftant  eaft ;  a  fmall  projedllng  point, 
forming  the  north  point  of  a  fmall  cove  oft  which 
lie  five  detached  rocks,  N.  23  E.,  diftance  feven 
miles  ;  and  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight,  which 
I  confidered  to  be  cape  Blanco,  N.  2  E.  ;  the 
obferved  latitude  was  ;  longitude  235^  42'; 

and  the  variation  eaftwardly. 

Having  now  a  fine  gale  from  the  S.  S.  W. 
with  ferene  and  pleafant  weather,  wc  ranged 
along  the  coaft  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league, 

in 
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in  hopes  of  determining  the  exiftence  or  non- 
Gxiftcnce  of  the  extenfive  river  or  ftraits,  afferted 
to  have  been  difeovered  by  Martin  D’Aguilar. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  pafled  within  a 
league  of  the  cape  above-mentioned;  and  at 
about  half  that  dlftance  from  feme  breakers  that 
lie  to  the  weft  ward  of  it.  This  cape,  though 
not  io  projedting  a  point  as  cape  Orford,  is  ne- 
verthclefs  a  confpiciious  one,  particularly  W'hcn 
fcen  from  the  north,  being  formed  by  a  round 
hill  on  high  perpendicular  cliffs,  fome  of  w  hich 
are  white,  a  confiderable  height  from  the  level 
of  the  fca.  Above  thefe  cliffs  it  is  tolerably  well 
wooded,  and  is  connccftcd  to  the  main  land,  by 
land  confidcrably  lower.  In  this  refpedl  it  feemed 
exaftly  to  anfwer  Captain  Cook’s  defeription  of 
cape  Gregory  ;  though  its  fituatlon  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  correfpond  with  that  affigned  to  cape 
Grcgoiy  by  that  navigator;  our  obfervations  plac¬ 
ing  it  in  latitude  43^23^;  longitude  235°  5oG 
w’hcncc  the  coaft  tends  N.-  2i  E.  About  a 
league  north  of  the  pitch  of  the  cape,  the  rocky 
cliffs  compofing  it  terminate,  and  a  com,padl 
wliite  fandy  beach  commences,  which  extends 

m/ 

along  the  coaft  eight  leagues,  w^lthoiit  forming 
any  vifible  projefting  point  or  head  land.  We 
jailed  along  this  beach  at  a  dlftance  of  from 
three  to  five  miles,  and  had  there  been  any  pro- 
ieding  point  or  inlet  in  it,  neither  could  have  . 

efcaped 
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efcaped  our  obfcrvation.  This  induced  me  to 
confider  the  above  point  as  the  cape  Gregory  of 
Captain  Cook,  with  a  probability  of  its  being 
alfo  the  cape  Blanco  of  D’Aguilar,  if  the  latter 
ever  faw  land  hereabouts.  The  difference  in  la¬ 
titude  between  our  computation  and  that  of 
Captain  Cook  was  y ;  our  obfervations  placing 
the  cape  that  diftance  farther  fouth.  This  might 
pollibly  have  been  occafioned  by  the  tempeftu- 
tuous  \\eather  with  which  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  contended  when  off  this  coafc,  pre¬ 
venting  the  pofition  of  the  feveral  head  lands 
being  then  afcertained  with  that  accuracy  wdiich 
the  fair  winds  and  pleafant  weather  have  enabled 
us  to  aflign  to  them.  The  land  feen  to  the  fouth 
of  cape  Gregory  by  Captain  Cook,  and  by  him 
confidered  as  anlwering  nearly  to  the  fituation  of 
cape  Blanco,  muft  have  been  fomc  of  the  inland 
mountains,  which  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Gregory 
rife  to  a  great  height ;  whilfl  the  land  near  the 
fea  fliore,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
cape  Orford,  v/as  much  too  low  have  been 
feen  at  the  diftance  which  Captain  Cook  w^as  at 
that  time  from  it ;  and  it  is  fair  to  prefume,  that 
the  exccffivc  bad  weather  led  Captain  Cook  and 
his  officers  to  confidcr  the  extremely  w'hite  fand 
on  the  fea  Ihore  and  on  the  hills  to  be  fnow. 
With  us  it  put  on  the  fame  appearance,  except¬ 
ing  where  it  was  interrupted  by  the  clumps  of, 

trees, 
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trees,  and  until  it  was  intirelj  lofi:  in  the  foreft. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  miftaken 
in  winter  for  fnow ;  but  as  the  general  tcrapera- 
ture  of  the  thermometer  lincc  our  arrival  on  the 
coaft  had  been  at  5(j  and  Go,  the  error  of  fuch 
concluflon  was  fufficicntly  manifeflcd. 

The  nleht  w"as  fnent  as  before ;  and  in  the 
morning  of  Thurfdajthe  25th,  we  failed  along  the 
coafl,  which  extended  from  S.  E.  by  S,  to  N.  i 
E. ;  the  land  w^e  hauled  off  from  the  preceding 
evening,  S.  40  E.  four  or  five  leagues ;  and  the 
neareft  fliore  eafi:,  fix  or  feven  miles  diftant.  A 
confidcrable  increafe  in  the  wdnd  from  the  S.  W, 

'  with  appearances  of  a  threatening  nature,  made 
me  confidcr  It  not  prudent  to  venture  nearer 
than  wkhin  two  or  three  leagues  of  the  fliore  ; 
which  bcingv  greatly  obfeured  by  the  hazinefs  of 
the  atmofphcre,  prevented  our  feeing  much  of 
the  inland  country.  We  loft  fight  again  of  the 
fandy  beaches  and  low  fliorcs,  and  in  lieu  of  them 
we  were  prefen  ted  with  a  ftraight  and  compadt 
coaft,  compofed  of  ftcep  craggy  rocky  cliffs, 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  fea,  with  a  retired 
mountainous  country  much  broken,  and  forming 
a  great  variety  of  deep  chafms ;  the  whole  but 
thinly  covered  with  wood.  At  eight  we  pafled 
the  only  projedting  point  from  cape  Gregory. 
It  is  a  high  rocky  bluif,  nearly  perpendicular  to 
tl*c  fca ;  againll  it  the  billow^s,  that  now  ran 

very 
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very  liigb,  broke  with  immenfe  violenee.  This 
promontory  I  confidcred  to  be  that  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  calls  cape  Pcrpetiui ;  our  obfervations 
placing  it  in  latitude  44'"  12^  longitude  236°  5\ 
From  hence  the  coaft  takes  a  north  direction, 
wFich  we  ranj^ed  alon^;  at  the  diftance  of  about 

O  O 

three  leagues  from  the  fiiore,  until  towards  noon; 
when  having  nearly  reached  the  northern  extent 
of  the  coaft  hereabout  feen  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  the 'gale  ftill  incrcafing,  wx  clofe-reefed  the 
topfails  and  hauled  off  fnore,  until  the  weather 
fliould  prove  more  favorable  to  the  examination 
of  an  unknown  coaft.  Cape  Foulweathcr  at  this 
time  bore  by  compafs  N.  4  2  E.  three  or  four 
leagues  diftant,  and  tlie  coaft  indlftinftly  feen,. 
from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  by  S.  The  obferved  la ' 
titude  44°  42k  longitude  235°  5  3k  and  the  vari¬ 
ation  ]  S'’  eaftwardly. 

The  gale  having  a  little  abated,  veered  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  haze  clearing  away  from  the 
land,  wc  again  purfued  our  route,  and  in  the 
•afternoon  paifed  cape  Foul  weather,  which  is  a 
confpicuous  promontory,  almoft  as  lingular  in  its 
appearance  as  any  we  had  feen  along  the  coaft. 
A  high  round  bluff  point  prcjebls  abruptly  into 
the  fea  ;  a  remarkable  table  hill  is  fituated  to  the 
north,  and  a  lower  round  bluff  to  the  fouth  of 
it.  Our  obfervations  placed  this  cape  in  latitude 
44°  4Q\  longitude  236°  4b 
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-  From  cape  Foul  weather  the  coaft  takes  a  di* 
rehtion  a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  north,  and  is 
nearly  a  ilraight  and  compact  lliore,  confidcrably 
elevated,  and  in  general  fteep  to  the  fea.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  much  chequered,  in  fome 
places  covered  with  a  pleafing  verdure,  in  others 
occupied  by  barren  rocks  and  fand  ;  but  in  none 
very  thickly  w^ooded. 

.  Sun-fet  brought  us  in  fight  of  that  part  of  the 
coaft  which  had  been  feen  by  Mr.  Mearcs ;  its 
northern  extremity  in  fight  bore  by  compafs 

N.  5  V/.  ;  cape  Look-out  N.  10  E. ;  the  neareft 

• 

ftore  N.  34  E.  about  a  league  diftant.  This, 
being  a  remarkably  fteep  bluff  cliff,  flattered  us 
for  fome  time  wdth  an  appearance  like  the  en¬ 
trance  of  an  harbour ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach 
the  deception  was  found  to  have  been  occafioncd 
by  the  low  land  to  the  north  of  the  bluff  form¬ 
ing  a  very  fhallow  open  bay  ;  the  fouthernmoft 
land  in  fis;ht  bore  S.  S.  E.  ;  in  this  fituation  vve 

had  50  fathoms  of  w'atcr,  black  fandy  bottom. 

•/ 

The  night,  which  was  tolerably  fair,  was  fpent 
as  ufual  in  preferving  our  ftation  until  day-light, 
Friday  the  27th,  when  we  purfued  our  examina¬ 
tion  along  the  coaft  with  a  favourable  breeze, 
attended  with  fome  paffing  fliowxrs.'  Cape 
Look-out  then  bore  by  compafs  eaft,  about  two 
leagues  drftant.  This  Cape  forms  only  a  fmall 
projedling  point,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the  ibur 

rocks 
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rocks  which  He  off  from  it :  one  of  which  is  per¬ 
forated,  as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Meares  ;  and  except¬ 
ing  a  rock  paffed  the  preceding  afternoon,  thefe 
were  the  firfi:  we  had  feen  north  of  cape  Gregory. 

From  cape  Look-out,  which  is  fituated  in  la¬ 
titude  45°  32^,  longitude  230^  1  L,  the  coaft  takes 
a  direftion  about  N.  8.  W.  and  is  pleafmgly  di- 
verfified  with  eminences  and  fmall  hills  near  the 
fea  fhore,  in  which  are  fome  fhallow  fandy  bays, 
with  a  few  detached  rocks  lying  about  a  mile 
from  the  land.  The  more  inland  country  is  con- 
liderably  elevated  ;  the  mountains  ftretch  towards 
the  fea,  and  at  a  diftance  appeared  to  form  many 
inlets  and  projedling  points  ;  but  the  fandy  beach 
that  continued  along  the  coaft  renders  it  a  com¬ 
pact  Ihore,  now  and  then  interrupted  by  perpen¬ 
dicular  rocky  cliffs,  on  which  the  furf  breaks  vio¬ 
lently.  This  mountainous  Inland  country  extends 
about  1 0  leagues  to  the  north  from  cape  Look¬ 
out,  where  it  defeends  fuddenly  to  a  moderate 
height ;  and  had  it  been  deftitute  of  its  timber, 
wFiich  feemed  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  to 
compofe  an  intire  foreft,  it  might  be  deemed 
low  land.  Noon  brought  us  up  with  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  point  of  land  compofed  of  a  cluftcr  of 
hummocks,  moderately  high,  and  projefting  into 
the  fea  from  the  low  land  before  mentioned, 
Thefe  hummocks  are  barren,  and  fteep  near  the 
fea,  but  their  tops  are  thinly  covered  with  wood, 
VoL.il.  D  Oil 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  this  promontory  was  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  inlet,  or  fmall  river,  the  land  be¬ 
hind  not  indicating  it  to  be  of  any  great  extent; 
nor  did  it  feem  acceffible  for  veffels  of  our  bur¬ 
then,  as  the  breakers  extended  from  the  above 
point  two  or  three  miles  into  the  ocean,  until 
they  joined  thofe  on  the  beach  nearly  four  leagues 
further  fouth.  On  reference  to  Mr.  Meares’s  de- 
feription  of  the  coaft  fouth  of  this  promontory, 
I  was  at  firfi:  induced  to  believe  it  to  be  cape 
Shoalwater,  but  on  afeertaining  its  latitude,  I  pre¬ 
fumed  it  to  be  that  which  he  calls  cape  Difap- 
pointment ;  and  the  opening  to  the  fouth  of  it. 
Deception  bay.  This  cape  was  found  to  be  in 
latitude  40°  19^  longitude  230®  0^. 

.  The  fea  had  now  changed  from  its  natural,  to 
river  coloured  water ;  the  probable  confequence 
of  fome  ftreams  falling  into  the  bay,  or  into  the 
ocean  to  the  north  of  it,  through  the  low  land. 
Not  confidcring  this  opening  worthy  of  more  at¬ 
tention,  I  continued  our  purfuit  to  the  N.  W. 
being  defirous  to  embrace  the  advantages  of  the 
prevailing  breeze  and  pleafant  wxather,  fo  favor¬ 
able  to  our  examination  of  the  coaft,  which  now 
took  a  direction  N.  12  W.;  the  latitude  at  this 
time  was  40®  14^;  longitude  230^  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  18®  eaftwardly.  In  this 
fituation  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of  33 
fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom  ;  the  northernmoft 
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land  feen  from  the  deck  bore  by  compafs  north ; 
the  promontory  of  cape  Difappointment,  from 
N.  14  E.  to  N.  32  E. ;  this,  the  nearefl:  fhore, 
was  about  two  leagues  diftant ;  and  the  fouthern- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  S.  E.  by  S. 

V  The  country  before  us  prefented  a  moft  luxu¬ 
riant  landfcape,  and  was  probably  not  a  little 
heightened  in  beauty  by  the  wxather  that  pre¬ 
vailed.  The  more  interior  parts  were  fomewhat 
elevated,  and  agreeably  divcrfified  with  hills, 
from  which  it  gradually  defcended  to  the  diore, 
and  terminated  In  a  fandy  beach.-'  The  w^hole  had 
the  appearance  of  a  continued  foreft  extending 
as  far  north  as  the  eye  could  reach,  which  made 
me  very  follcitous  to  find  a  port  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  country  prefenting  fo  delightful  a  profped; 
of  fertility  ;  our  attention  was  therefore  earneftly 
directed  to  this  objedf,  but  the  fandy  beach 
bounded  by  breakers  extending  three  or  four  miles 
into  the  fea,  feemed  to  be  completely  inacceffible 
until  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  tolerably  good  bay  prefented  itfelf. 
For  this  we  fleered,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  di- 
vlfion  in  the  reef,  through  which,  fliould  admit¬ 
tance  be  gained,  there  was  great  reafon  to  ex- 
pedl  a  well  flieltered  anchorage ;  but  on  ap¬ 
proaching  wTthin  two  or  three  miles  of  the  break¬ 
ers,  we  found  them  produced  by  a  compadl  reef, 
extending  from  a  low  projedling  point  of  land 
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along  the  fliores  to  the  fouthward,  until  they 
joined  the  beach  to  the  north  of  cape  Difap- 
pointment.  This  projefting  point  is  fomewhat 
more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the  coaft,  and  is 
fituated  in  latitude  40^  4 0"';  longitude  230^.  Not 
a  little  dlfappolnted,  we  refumed  our  route  along 
the  fhores  of  this  pleafant  country.  The  pro- 
jedtlng  point,  at  fix,  bore  compafs  N.  10  E. ;  the 
centre  of  the  bay,  and  the  neareft  part  of  the  reef 
in  a  line  N.  O9  E.  ;  diftant  from  the  former  about 
feven,  and  from  the  latter,  about  three  miles.  Im¬ 
mediately  within  the  point,  the  Interior  country 
is  more  elevated  than  to  the  north  or  fouth  of  it; 
rifing  in  gradual  afcent  to  land  of  a  moderate 
height.  In  refpedt  of  latitude,  this  point  an- 
fwered  nearly  to  Mr.  Mcares’s  cape  Shoalwater ; 
but,  from  his  defcription  of  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try,  it  ftiould  rather  appear  to  be  his  Low  Point ; 
and  the  bay  we  endeavoured  to  enter  to  the  fouth 
of  it,  Shoalwater  bay  ;  as  in  it  there  appeared 
two  openings,  the  one  taking  a  northerly,  and 
the  other  an  eaftwardly  direftion.  Mr.  Meares 
like  wife  ftates,  that,  with  their  glalTes,  they 
traced  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  cape 
Shoalwater,  w^hich  prefented  no  opening  that 
promlfed  like  an  harbour thofe  to  the  fouth 
of  both  thefe  points  flattered  our  expediiations, 
until  the  breakers,  extending  acrofs  each  of  them, 
gave  us  reafon  to  confider  them  inacceffible,  and 
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unworthy  any  lofs  of  time  whilft  accompanied 
by  fo  favorable  a  breeze.  At  fun-fet  we  again 
fhortened  fall,  and  as  ufual  hauled  our  wind  to 
preferve  our  ftation  until  morning.  Our  found¬ 
ings  were  from  24  to  43  fathoms,  dark  brown 
fandy  bottom.  It  w^as  calm  for  a  few  hours  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  and  night,  attended  with  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  28th,  at  4  o’clock, 
with  a  light  breeze  at  E.  S.  E.  we  again  fteered  in 
for  the  land,  and  found  that  we  had  been  materi¬ 
ally  affedled  by  a  northern  current.  The  land  we 
had  been  abreafi:  of  the  preceding  evening,  now 
bore  by  compafs  S.  E.  fix  or  feven  leagues  diftant ; 
and  the  coaft  to  the  north  of  it  ftill  continuing  to 
appear  a  ftraight  and  compadl  Ihore,  I  did  not 
attempt  gaining  a  nearer  view,  but  palled  on  to 
the  northward,  keeping  at  about  a  league  from 
the  land  which  now  took  an  alrnoil  north  direc¬ 
tion,  to  a  point  that,  after  the*  Right  Elonorable 
Lord  Grenville,  I  named  Point  Grenville, 
lituated  in  latitude  4/^  22^  longitude  235^  5  8p; 
whence  the  coaft  tends  N.  N.  W.  Lying  off 
point  Grenville  are  three  finall  rocky  iflets,  one 
of  which,  like  that  at  cape  Look-out,  is  perfo¬ 
rated. 

From  hence,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  north,  the 
Goaft  began  to  Increafe  regularly  in  height,  and 
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the  inland  country,  behind  the  low  land  border¬ 
ing  on  the  fea  Ihore,  acquired  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  elevation.  The  fhores  we  paffed  this 
morning,  differed  in  fome  refpecls  from  thofe  we 
had  hitherto  feen.  They  were  compofed  of  low 
cliffs  rifing  perpendicularly  from  a  beach  of  fand 
or  fmall  ftones  ;  had  many  detached  rocks  of  va¬ 
rious  romantic  forms,  lying  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  mile,  with  regular  foundings,  between 
lO  and  19  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom.  Noon 
brought  us  in  fight  of  land,  which  was  confi- 
dered  to  be  that  named  by  Mr.  Barclay,  Deftruc- 
tion  illand ;  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  1 4  W. 
to  N.  17  W.  ;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight, 
S.  53  E. ;  the  northernmofi:  N.  35  W. ;  and  the 
neareif  fhore  N.  05  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
four  miles  ;  in  this  fituation  our  obferved  lati¬ 
tude  was  47°  longitude  235^  49^,  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  1 8°  eaftwardly. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  we  had  been  fo  hap- 
-pily  favored  with  died  away,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  calms  and  light  variable  breezes.  Thefe,  with 
a  current  or  tide  fetting  rapidly  in  Ihore,  obliged 
us  to  anchor  in  21  fathoms,  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud  :  the  coaft,  which  now  formed  a 
ftraight  and  compadi;  ihore,  bore  by  compafs  from 
N.  30  W.  to  S.  49  E.  ;  the  neareft  part  of  the 
main  land,  eaft,  about  five  miles  ;  Deftrucftion 
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ifland  being  the  neareft  land  N.  5  E.  to  N.  5  W. 
about  a  league  diftant,  fome  breakers  extending 
from  its  north  point  N.  8  W. 

This  ifland  isfituated  in  latitude  47^  37^  lon¬ 
gitude  235®  49^;  and  is,  by  far,  the  largeft  de¬ 
tached  land  yet  obferved  on  the  coaft.  It  is  about 
a  league  in  circuit,  low,  and  nearly  flat  on  the 
top,  prefenting  a  very  barren  afpedl,  and  produc¬ 
ing  only  one  or  two  dwarf  trees  at  each  end.  A 
canoe  or  two  were  feen  paddling  near  the  ifiand. 
It  was  a  fadt  not  lefs  fina;ular  than  worthy  obfer-^ 
vation,  that,  on  the  whole  extenfive  coaft  of  New 
Albion,  and  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of 
thofe  fertile  and  delightful  ihores  we  had  lately 
paifed,  we  had  not,  excepting  to  the  fouthward 
of  cape  Orford  and  at  this  place,  feen  any  in¬ 
habitants,  or  met  with  any  circumftances,  that 
in  the  moft  diftant  manner  indicated  a  probabi¬ 
lity  of  the  country  being  inhabited. 

Notvv'Ithftandlng  tlic  ferenity  and  pleafaiitnefs 
of  the  wxather,  our  voyage  was  rendered  cxcef- 
fively  irkfome  by  the  want  of  wind  ;  our  progrefs 
was  ftov/,  and  our  curiofity  was  miuch  excited  to 
explore  the  promifcd  expanfive  mediterranean 
ocean,  which,  by  various  accounts,  is  faid  to  have 
exiftence  in  thefe  regions.  The  feveral  large  ri¬ 
vers  and  capacious  inlets  tliat  have  been  de- 
fcribed  as  difcharging  their  contents  into  the  pa¬ 
cific,  between  the  4()th  and  48th  de2:ree  of  north 

D  4  ’  latitude. 


AQ.  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [APRIL, 

latitude,  were  reduced  to  brooks  infufficient  for 
our  v.cffels  to  navigate,  or  to  bays,  inappilcable 
as  harbours,  for  refitting  ;  excepting  that  one  of 
which  Mr.  Dalrymple  informs  us,  that  it  is 
alledged  that  the  Spaniards  have  recently  found 
an  entrance  in  the  latitude  of  4/'^  45^  north, 
which  in  27  days  courfe  brought  them  to  the 
vicinity  of  Hudfoii’s  bay  ;  this  latitude  exadlly 
correfponds  to  the  ancient  relation  of  John  De 
Fuca,  the  Greek  pilot,  in  1592.”^  This  inlet 
could  be  now  only  ten  miles  from  us  ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  that  had  been  vifited  by  Mr.  Meares  and 
other  traders  on  the  coaft,  was  not  more  than  20 
leagues  diftant.  Wc  had  been  extremely  fortu¬ 
nate  in  the  favorable  winds  that  had  attended 
us  along  this  coaft,  and  their  abfence  at  this  June- 
'  ture  made  us  impatient  for  their  return.  Our 
anxiety  W'^as,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  as 
by  three  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  2Qth, 
we  w’ere  indulged  with  a  pleafant  breeze,  wdth 
which  at  day-light  vre  w^eighed  and  ftood  along 
the  ftiore  to  the  N.  W.  Whilft  at  anchor  w^e 
found  a  conftant  current,  without  interraifiion, 
fetting  in  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  north w^ard, 
at  an  uniform  rate  of  near  half  a  league  per  hour. 
Since  w’e  had  paiTed  cape  Orford,  we  had  been 
regularly  thus  affedled,  and  carried  further  to  the 

*  Vide  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  plan  for  promoting  the  fur  trade,  S^c. 
p.  21,  1789. 
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north  by  ten  or  twelve  miles  per  day  than  we  ex¬ 
pelled. 

At  four  o’clock,  a  fail  w^as  dlfcovered  to  the 
weftward  ftanding  in  iliore.  This  was  a  very 
great  novelty,  not  having  feen  any  veflel  but  our 
confort,  during  the  laft  eight  months.  She  foon 
hoifted  American  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  lee¬ 
ward.  At  fix  we  fpoke  her.  She  prov^ed  to  be 
the  fliip  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  Robert 
Gray,  belonging  to  Boflon,  whence  llie  had 
been  abfent  nineteen  months.  Having  little 
doubt  of  his  being  the  fame  perfon  wdio  had  for¬ 
merly  commanded  the  Hoop  WaHiington,  I  de- 
fired  he  would  bring  to,  and  fent  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Menzies  on  board  to  acouire  fuch  iiiforma- 

X 

tion  as  might  be  ferviceable  in  our  future  opera¬ 
tions. 

The  mofi:  remarkable  mountain  vjc  had  feen 
on  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  now  prefented  it- 
felf.  Its  fummit,  covered  with  eternal  fnow, 
w^as  divided  into  a  very  elegant  double  fork,  and 
rofe  confpicuoufly  from  a  bafe  of  lofty  moun¬ 
tains  clothed  in  the  fime  manner,  which  de- 
feended  gradually  to  hills  of  a  moderate  height, 
and  terminated  like  that  we  had  feen  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  in  low  cliffs  falling  perpendicularly 
on  a  fandy  beach ;  off*  which  w^ere  fcattered 
many  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  of  various  forms  and 
fizes.  This  w^as  generally  confidered,  though  it 
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was  not  confirmed  by  its  latitude,  to  be  the 
mount  Olympus  of  Mr.  Mearcs ;  it  being  the 
only  confpicuous  mountain  we  had  obferved  on 
the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had  vifited.  Mount 
Olympus  is  placed  in  latitude  4/^  10^;  whereas 
our  latitude  nov^  w  as  4/''  38'':  and  as  this  moun¬ 
tain  bore  N.  55  E.  it  mufl;  confequently  be  to  the 
north  of  us  ;  although  w^e  w^ere  unable  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  precife  fituation,  by  the  thick  hazy  wea¬ 
ther  v^'hich  fliortly  fucceeded. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  con- 
jedtures  had  not  been  ill  grounded,  that  this  w^as 
the  fame  gentleman  w’ho  had  commanded  the 
Hoop  Wafliington  at  the  time,  w^e  are  informed, 
fhe  had  made  a  very  fingular  voyage  behind 
Nootka.  It  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  on 
our  approach  to  the  entrance  of  this  inland  fea, 
we  fliould  fall  in  with  the  identical  perfon  who, 
It  had  been  ftated,  had  failed  through  it.  His 
relation,  how^ever,  ditrered  very  materially  from 
that  publifhed  in  England.  It  is  not  pofnble  to 
conceive  any  one  to  be  more  aftoniflied  than  was 
Mr.  Gray,  on  his  being  made  acquainted,  that 
his  authority  had  been  quoted,  and  the  track 
pointed  out  that  IjC  had  been  fald  to  have  made 
in  the  Hood  Wailiinvton.  In  contradldlion  to 

1  o 

which,  he  allured  tlie  officers,  that  he  had  pe¬ 
netrated  only  50  miles  into  tlie  ftraits  in  quef- 
tipn,  in  an  E.  S.  E,  dircclion ;  that  he  found  the 
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paffage  five  leagues  wide ;  and  that  he  underftood 
from  the  natives,  that  the  opening  extended  a 
confiderable  diftance  to  the  northward  ;  that  this 
was  all  the  information  he  had  acquired  refpedl- 
ing  this  inland  fea,  and  that  he  returned  into  the 
ocean  by  the  fame  way  he  had  entered.  The  - 
inlet  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  that  De  Fuca 
had  difcovered,  which  opinion  feemed  to  be  uni- 
verfally  received  by  all  the  modern  vifiters.  He 
likewife  informed  them  of  his  having  been  off  the 
mouth  of  a  river  In  the  latitude  of  4  5°  10'',  where 
the  outfet,  or  reflux,  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  prevent 
his  entering  for  nine  days.  This  was,  probably, 
the  opening  pafled  by  us  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  27th  ;  and  was,  apparently,  inacceffible,  not 
from  the  current,  but  from  the  breakers  that  ex¬ 
tended  acrofs  it.  He  had  alfo  entered  another 
inlet  to  the  northward,  in  latitude  54i^ ;  in 
which  he  had  failed  to  the  latitude  of  55^,  with¬ 
out  difcoverlng  Its  termination.  The  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  De  Fuca’s  fliraits  he  ftated  to  be 
in  48°  245  and  conceived  our  dliiance  from  it  to 
be  about  eight  leagues.  The  laft  winter  he  had 
fpent  in  port  Cox,  or,  as  the  natives  call  it,  Clayo- 
quot,  from  whence  he  had  failed  but  a  few  days. 
During  the  winter  he  had  built  a  fmall  vefiel,  in, 
which  he  liad  dlfpatched  a  mate  and  ten  men 
to  barter  for  furs  on  Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands, 
and  was  himfelf  now  commencing  his  fummer’s 
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trade  along  the  coafi:  to  the  fouthward.  Whllft 
he  remained  at  Clayoquot,  JVicanamfJi,  the  chief 
of  that  diftridl,  had  concerted  a  plan  to  capture 
his  fhip,  by  bribing  a  native  of  Ovvhyhee,  whom 
Mr.  Gray  had  with  him,  to  wet  tht  priming  of 
all  the  fire-arms  on  board,  which  were  conftantly 
kept  loaded  ;  upon  which  the  chief  would  eafily 
have  overpowered  the  fliip’s  crew,  by  a  number 
of  daring  Indians  who  w^ere  aflembled  for  that 
purpofe.  This  projedl  was  happily  difeovered, 
and  the  Americans  being  on  their  guard  the  fatal 
‘  eftcdls  of  the  enterprize  were  prevented. 

Having  obtained  this  information,  our  courfe 
was  again  diredled  along  the  coaft  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  It  continued  to  incrcafe  in  height  as  we 
advanced,  with  numberlefs  detached  rocky  iflets, 
amongft  which  were  many  funken  rocks,  extend¬ 
ing  in  fome  places  a  league  from  tlie  fiiore.  As 
we  paiTed  the  outermoft  of  thefe  rocks  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile,  w^e  plainly  diitinguillied  the 
fouth  point  of  entrance  into  De  Fuca’s  feraits, 
bearing  by  compafs  N.  8  VV. :  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  ftraits,  though  indiftinclly  fecn  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  haze,  plainly  indicated  an  opening 
of  coniiderable  extent.  The  thick  rainy  weather 
permitted  us  to  fee  little  of  the  country,  yet  we 
were  enabled  to  afeertain  that  this  coaft,  like  that 
which  we  had  hitherto  explored  from  cape  Men¬ 
docino,  was  firm  and  compaeft,  without  any  open- 
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ing  into  the  mediterranean  fea,  as  ftated  in  lati¬ 
tude  4/^  45^;  or  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  fafe  or 
fecure  harbour,  either  in  that  latitude,  or,  from 
it  fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  in  that  fpace,  geographers  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  furnlili  many.  Thofe,  however, 
who  from  fuch  ideal  reports  may  be  induced  to 
navigate,  in  the  confidence  of  meeting  fuch  reforts 
for  fhelter  or  refrefhment,  will,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended,  be  led  into  confiderable  error,  and 
experience  like  myfelf  no  fmall  degree  of  mor¬ 
tification. 

We  now  faw  feveral  villages  feattered  along 
the  fliore,  whofe  Inhabitants  came  off  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  trading  ;  as  the  Colum¬ 
bia  brought  to  for  a  fliort  time,  and  again  made 
all  the  fall  fae  could  after  us  ;  which  led  us  to 
conjedlure,  that  Mr.  Gray  had  not  been  perfectly 
fatisfied  with  the  account  given  by  our  officers, 
and  fufpected  that  our  objedl  was  of  a  commer¬ 
cial  nature  like  his  own,  as  he  had  informed  our 
gentlemen  that  he  was  immediately  going  a  con¬ 
fiderable  way  to  the  fouthward.  We  were,  at 
this  time,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  fhore  ; 
the  wind  blew  a  freffi  gale,  attended  with  thick 
rainy  weather  from  the  E.  S.  E.  But  as  it  was 
favourable  for  entering  this  inlet,  we  were  eager 
to  emffirace  the  opportunity  it  afforded,  and  fhor- 
tened  fall  that  the  Chatham  miaht  take  the  lead. 

About 
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About  noon,  we  reached  its  fouth  entrance, 
which  I  underftand  the  natives  diftinguifh  by  the 
name  of  Clafl'er'^-;  it  is  a  projecting  and  confpi- 
cuous  promontory ;  and  bore,  by  compafs,  from 
N.  50  E,  to  N.  3Q  E.  diftant  from  its  neareft  part 
about  two  miles.  Tatooche’s  ifland,  united  to 
the  promontory  by  a  ledge  of  rocks  over  Vv^hich 
the  fea  violently  breaks,  bore  from  N.  1 7  E.  to 
N.  30  E,;  and  the  rock  lying  oit  the  illand,  as 
defcribed  by  Mr.  Duncan  in  his  excellent  dcetch 
of  the  entrance  into  this  inlet,  N.  I4  E.  In  the 
latitude,  however,  there  appears  to  be  an  error  of 
ten  miles ;  v/hich,  from  Mr.  Duncan’s  accuracy 
in  other  refpeCls,  I  v/as  induced  to  attribute  to 
the  prefs.  The  fouth  entrance  is  by  him  ftated 

to  be  in  48°  37^;  whereas,  bv  our  run,  and  mak- 

•/ 

ing  every  allowance,  we  could  not  place  it  fo  far 
north  as  Mr.  Gray.  No  great  violence  of  tide 
was  experienced  ;  nor  did  we  obferve  the  Pin¬ 
nacle  rock,  as  reprefented  by  Mr.  Meares  and  Mr. 
Dairy mple,  in  order  to  identify  thefe  as’De  Fuca’s 
ftraits,  or  any  other  rock  more  confpicuous  than 
thoufands  along  the  coaft,  varying  in  form  and 
fize  ;  fome  conical,  others  with  flat  fides,  flat  tops, 
and  almoft  every  other  fhape  that  can  be  figured 
by  the  imagination. 

We  followed  the  Chatham  between  Tatooche’s 
ifland  and  the  rock,  hauling  to  the  eaflward  along 

Cape  Flattery, 


the 
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the  fouthern  fhore  of  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De 
Fuca.  This  rock,  which  rifes  juft  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  over  which  the  furf  breaks 
with  great  violence,  I  called  Rock  Duncan, 
in  commemoration  of  that  gentleman’s  difcovery. 
It  is  fituated,  as  he  reprefents,  about  N.  20  E. 
nearly  half  a  league  fromTatoochc’s  ifland;  form¬ 
ing  a  paiTage,  to  all  appearance,  perfeitly  clear* 
The  ifland  of  Tatooche  is  of  an  oblong  fliape, 
lying  nearly  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  direction, 
about  half  a  league  in  circuit,  bearing  a  verdant 
and  fertile  appearance,  without  any  trees.  On 
the  eaft  hde  is  a  cove  which  nearly  divides  the 
ifland  into  two  parts  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  cl  iff 
in  the  centre  of  the  cove,  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  feparated  by  art  for  the  proteftioii 

or  conveniency  of  the  village  there  fituated  ;  and 

* 

.has  a  communication  from  cliff  to  cliff  above 
the  houfes  of  the  village  by  a  bridge  or  caufeway, 
over  which  the  inhabitants  were  feen  palling  and 
TCpaffing.  On  the  beach  vv^ere  feen  feveral  ca¬ 
noes,  and  fome  of  them  would  moft  probably 
have  vifited  us,  had  we  thought  proper  to  fliorten 
fail.  This  promontory,  though  not  greatly  ele¬ 
vated,  rifes  very  abruptly  from  the  fca  in  fteep 
barren  cliffs  ;  above  thefe  it  feerns  well  wooded  ; 
but  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  tliat  obfeured  the 
adjacent  country,  prevented  alfo  our  afeertaining 
its  fituation.  From  the  north- weft  part  of  Ta- 

tooche's 
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tooche’s  ifland,  w^hich  bears  from  the  north  point 
of  the  promontory  of  Claffet  N.  7Q  W.  dlffcant 
about  two  miles,  the  exterior  coaft  takes  a  direc¬ 
tion  nearly  fouth  about  ten  leagues  ;  where,  as 
we  /paffed,  I  anxioufly  looked  out  for  the  point 
which  Captain  Cook  had  dlftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Flattery,  of  which  I  could  not  be 
completely  fatlsfied,  on  account  of  the  difference 
in  latitude.  A  fhallow  bay,  however,  docs  ex¬ 
tend  about  three  lea2:ues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Claffet,  which  falls  fome  diftance  back  from  the 
general  line  of  the  coaft ;  and  the  bafe  of  the 
inland  mountains  which  projedf  there,  and  form 
deep  ravines,  prefent  at  a  diftance  the  appearance 
of  a  fafe  and  fecure  port ;  but,  on  a  nearer  ap¬ 
proach,  the  whole  was  found  firmly  connedted 
by  a  fandy  beach.  This,  moft  probably,  is  the 
bay  which  the  Refoiutlon  and  Difcovery  ftood 
into  ;  and  Claffet  is  the  point,  with  an  ifland  ly¬ 
ing  off  it,  which  Captain  Cook  called  cape  Flat¬ 
tery.  The  difference  in  latitude,  (if  Mr.  Gray 
is  corredl,  wff  o  has  paffed  it  fevcral  times,  and 
always  made  it  nearly  the  fame,)  may  have  been 
occafioned  by  a  current  fimilar  to  that  which  we 
had  lately  experienced  along  the  coaft  ;  affedting 
the  Refolution  in  the  fame  manner,  betw^eeii 
noon,  when  their  latitude  was  obferved,  and 
late  in  the  evening,  when  Captain  Cook  hauled 
off  the  coaft* 
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As  we  proceeded  along  the  fliore,  we  pafTed 
the  village  of  Clailet,  w^hich  is  htuated  about 
two  miles  within  the  Cape,  and  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  extenfive  and  populous.  As 
the  freih.  fouthwardly  wind  became  much  mo- 
^derated  by  the  intervention  of  the  high  land  we 
•were  now  under,  feme  of  the  Inhabitants  found 
no  difficulty  in  vlfiting  us ;  this  they  did  in  a 
very  civil,  orderly,  and  ’friendly  manner,  re- 
quefting  permlffion  before  they  attempted  to  en¬ 
ter  the  fhip ;  and  on  receiving  fome  •  prefents, 
wdth  affurances  of  our  friendfhip,  they  very  po¬ 
litely  and  earneftly  folicited  us  to  ftop  at  their 
village.  The  fituation  of  the  anchorage  how^- 
cver  being  much  expofed,  and  wdffiing  for  fome 
fiiug  port  where,  with  eafe  and  convenience, 
the  various  neceffary  fervices  we  now  required 
might  be  performed,  I  declined  their  very  cor¬ 
dial  invitation,  and  diredted  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet,  entertaining  no  doubt  that  we  ffiould  foori 
be  enabled  to  accommodate  ourfelves  with  a 
more  advantageous  ftation. 

The  few  natives  who  came  off  refembled,  in 
moft  refpedls,  the  people  of  Nootka.  Their 
perfons,  garments,  and  behaviour,  are  very  hmi- 
lar ;  fome  difference  w^as  obferved  in  their  orna¬ 
ments,  particularly  in  thofe  worn  at  the  nofe ; 
for  inftead  of  the  crefeent,  generally  adopted  by 
VoL.  II,  E  for 
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the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  thefe  wore  ftraight 
pieces  of  bone.  Their  canoes,  arms,  and  im¬ 
plements,  were  exactly  the  fame.  They  fpoke 
the  fame  language,  but  did  not  approach  us  with 
the  formality  obferved  by  thofe  people  on  vifit- 
ing  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery ;  which  m.ay 
probably  be  owing  to  their  having  become  more 
familiar  with  ftrangers.  The  wind  veering  to 
the  S.  E.  obliged  us  to  turn  up  along  fliore  on 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  ftraits,  which,  from  cape 
Claffet,  takes  .a  diredlion  S.  70  E.  About  tw^o 
miles  within  the  village  we  paffed  a  fmall  open 
bay,  with  a  little  illand  lying  off  its  eaftern  fide, 
apparently  too  infignificant  to  anfwer  our  pur- 
pofc  of  refitting.  The  weather  becoming  more 
unplcafant  as  the  day  advanced,  at  feven  in 
the  evening  we  came  to  anchor  in  23  fathoms 
water,  on  a  bottom  of  black  fand  and  mud, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

I  now  became  acquainted  that  after  wx  had 
paflbd  within  Tatooche’s  ifland  a  rock  w^as  no¬ 
ticed,  and  fuppofed  to  be  that  reprefented  as  De 
Fuca’s  pinnacle  rock  ;  this  how^ever  was  vifible 
only  for  a  few  minutes,  from  its  being  clofe  to 
the  fliorc  of  the  main  land,  inftead  of  lying  in 
the  entrance  of  the  ftraits ;  nor  did  it  correfpond 
with  that  w^hich  has  been  fo  defcribed. 

It  was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  altliough 


we 
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we  rode  all  night  by  the  wind,  the  Chatham, 
though  anchored  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  fliore 
of  us,  rode  to  a  regular  fix  hours  tide,  running 
near  half  a  league  per  hour  ;  and,  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fliores,  the  ebb  and  flow  feemed  to 
have  been  very  confidetabk.  h 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Vrocced  up  the  Strait  Sir-- Anchor  tinder  New.  Dm- 
genefs — Remarks  on  the  Coaji  of  Netv  Albion — 
Arrive  hi  Port  Dtfcovery — Tranf a  diions  there — - 
Boat  excurJton-^Qult  Port  Dfcovery — AJlrono- 
mical  and  nautical  Obfervations, 

The  evening  of  the  2Qth  brought  us  to  an 
anchor  in  very  thick  rainy  weather,  about 
eight  miles  within  the  entrance  on  the  fouthern 
Ihore  of  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De  Fuca.  The 
following  morning,  Monday  the  30th,  a  gentle 
breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  attended  with 
clear  and  pleafant  weather,  w’hich  prefented  to 
our  view  this  renowmed  inlet.  Its  fouthern 
fliores  were  feen  to  extend,  by  compafs,  from  N. 
83  W.  to  E. ;  the  former  being  the  fmall  Idand 
we  had  palTed  the  preceding  afternoon,  which, 
lying  about  half  a  mile  from  the  main  land,  w^as 
about  four  miles  diftant  from  us :  its  northern 
\  Ihore  extends  from  N.  08  W.  to  N.  73  E. ;  the 
neareft  point  of  it,  diftant  about  three  leagues, 
bore  N.  ]  5  W.  We  weighed  anchor  with  a  fa¬ 
vorable  wind,  and  fteered  to  the  eaft  along  the 
fouthern  fliore,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
. , ,  '  '  miles, 
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miles,  having  an  uninterrupted  horizon  between 
call  and  N.  73  E.  The  Ihores  on  eachvfide  the 
ftraits  are  of  a  moderate  height ;  and  the  delight¬ 
ful  fefenity  of  the  weather  permitted  our  feeing 
this  inlet  to  great  advantage.  '  The  Ihores  on  the 
ibuth  fide  are  compofed  of  .low  fandy  cliffs,  fall¬ 
ing  perpendicularly  on  beaches  of  fand  or  Hones. 
From  the  top  of  thefe  eminences,  the  land  ap¬ 
peared  to  take  a  further  gentle  moderate  afeent, 
and  was  intlrely  covered  with  trees  chiefly  of  the 
pine  tribe,  until  the  forefi;  reached  a  range  of 
high  craggy  mountains,  which  feem.ed  to  rife 
from  the  wood- land  country  in  a  very  abrupt 
manner,  with  a  few  fcattered  trees  on  their  fteril 
fides,  and  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow.  The 
northern  Ihore  did  not  appear  quite  fo  high :  it 
rofe  more  gradually  from  the  fea-fide  to  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  which  had  the  appearance  of 
a  compact  range.  Infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
much  lefs  covered  with  fnow  than  thofe  on  the 
Ibuthern  fide.  ' 

Our  latitude  at  noon  was  48°  19^;  longitude 
23()°  IQ^;  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  18^ 
caftwardly.  In  this  fituation,  the  northern  Ihore 
extended  by  compafs  from  N.  82  W.  to  N.  51 
E. ;  between  the  latter,  and  the  eaftern  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  fouthern  fliore,  bearing  N.  88  E., 
we  had  Hill  an  unbounded  horizon ;  whilfl:  the 
ifland  before  mentioned,  continuing  to  form  the 

E  3  wxfl: 
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weft  extremity  of  the  fouthern  fhore,  bore  S.  84 
W.  By  thefe  obfervations,  which  I  have  great 
reafon  to  believe  were  corre6lly  taken,  the  north 
promontory  of  Claffet  is  fituated  in  latitude  48® 
;  longitude  235^  38^  The  fmoothneft  of 
the  fea,  and  clearnefs  of  the  iky,  enabled  us  to 
take  feveral  lets  of  lunar  diftances,  which  gave 
the  longitude  to  the  eaftward  of  the  chrono¬ 
meter,  and  ferved  to  confitm  our  former  obfer¬ 
vations,  that  it  was  gaining  very  materially  on 
the  rate  as  fettled  at  Otaheite.  As  the  day  ad¬ 
vanced,  the  wind,  which  as  wxll  as  the  wxather 
was  delightfully  pleafant,  accelerated  our  pro- 
grefs  along  the  Ihore.  This  feemed  to  indicate 
a  fpeedy  termination  to  the  inlet ;  as  high  land 
now  began  to  appear  juft  riling  from  that  ho¬ 
rizon,  which,  a  few  hours  before,  we  had  confi- 
dered  to  be  unlimited.  Every  new  appearance, 
as  we  proceeded,  furnifhed  new  conjectures ; 
the  whole  was  not  vifibly  conneCted ;  it  might 
form  a  clufter  of  illands  feparated  by  large  arms 
of  the  fea,  or  be  united  by  land  not  fufficiently 
.  high  to  be  yet  difcernible.  About  five  in  the 
afternoon,  a  long,  low,  fandy  point  of  land  was 
obferved  projecting  from  the  craggy  fhores  into 
the  fea,  behind  w  hich  was  feen  the  appearance 
of  a  well-fheltered  bay,  and,  a  little  to  the  S.  E. 
of  it,  an  opening  in  the  land,  proimifing  a  fate 
and  extenfive  port.  About  this  time  a  very  high 

confpicuous 
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confpicuous  craggy  mountain,  bearing  by  com- 
pals  N.  50  E.  prefented  itfelf,  towering  above 
the  clouds :  as  low  down  as  they  allowed  it  to 
be  vifible,  it  was  covered  with  fnow ;  and  fouth 
of  it,  was  a  long  ridge  of  very  rugged  fnowy 
mountains,  much  lefs  elevated,  which  feemed 
to  ftretch  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

As  my  intention  was  to  anchor  for  the  night 
under  the  low  point,  the  neceflary  fignals  were 
made  to  the  Chatham  ;  and  at  feven  we  hauled 
round  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile.  This 
was,  however,  too  near,  as  we  foon  found  our- 
felves  In  three  fathoms  water ;  but,  on  fteering 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  north,  the  depth  in- 
creafed  to  ten  fathoms,  and  we  rounded  the 
(hallow  fpit,  which,  though  not  very  confpi¬ 
cuous,  is  fhewn  by  the  tide  cauling  a  confiderable 
rippling  over  it.  Having  turned  up  a  little  way 
into  the  bay,  we  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud  in  14  fathoms  w^ater.  The  low 
fandy  point  of  land,  which  from  Its  great  refem- 
blance  to  Dungenefs  in  the  Brltifh  channel,  I 
called  New  Dungeness,  bore  by  compafs  N. 
4 1  W.  about  three  miles  diftant,  from  whence 
the  low  projecting  land  extends  until  it  reaches 
a  bluff  cliff  of  a  moderate  height,  bearing  from 
us  S.  Go  W.  about  a  league  diftant.  From  this 
ifatlon  the  (bores  bore  the  fame  appearance  as 

E  4  thofe 
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thofe  we  had  paffed  in  the  morning,  compoling 
one  intire  foreft.  The  fnowy  mountains  of  the 
inland  country  were,  however,  neither  fo  ‘high 
nor  fo  rugged,  and  v/ere  further  removed  from 
the  fca  fliore.  The  nearcft  parts  bore  by  cora- 
pafs  from  us,  fouth  about  halt  a  league  off ;  the  ^ 
apparent  port  S.  50  E.  about  two  leagues;  and 
the  fouth  point  of  an  inlet,  feemingly  very  ca¬ 
pacious,  S.  85  E.  ;  with  land  appearing  like  an 
ifland,  moderately  elevated,  lying  before  its  en¬ 
trance,  from  S.  85  E.  to  N.  87  E. ;  and  the  S.  E. 
extremity  of  that  which  now  appeared  to  be  the 
fouthern  fhore,  N.  71  E*  From  this  direftion 
round  by  the  N.  and  N.  W.  the  high  diftant 
land  formed,  as  already  obferved,  like  detached 
iflands,  amongft  which  the  lofty  mountain,  dif* 
covered  in  the  afternoon  by  the  third  lieutenant, 
and  in  compliment  to  him  called  by  me  Mount 
Baker,  rofe  a  very  confpicuous  objeft,  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  43  E.  apparently  at  a  very  re¬ 
mote  diftance.  A  fmall  Indian  village  was  near 
us  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  but  we  had  not 
yet  been  vlfited  by  any  of  the  inhabitants.  We 
had  now  advanced  further  up  this  inlet  than  Mr. 
Gray,  or  (to  our  knowdedge)  any  other  perfon 
from  the  civilized  world ;  although  it  fhould 
•hereafter  be  proved  to  be  the  fame  which  is  fald 
to  have  been  entered  by  De  Fuca,  in  fupport  of 

which 
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which  oral  teftlmonyjs  the  only,  authority  pro¬ 
duced ;  a  tradition  rendered  iHll  more  doubtful 
by  its  entrance  dilFering  at  leait  •40*'  in  latitude.  ’ 
Confidering  ourfelves  now  on  the -  point -  of 
commcncins:  an  examination  of  an  entirely  new 
region,  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  coaft  already 
known,  without  obtruding  a  fhort  remark  oii- 
that  part  of  the  continent,  comprehending^  a 
fpace  of  nearly  215  leagues,  on  w^hich  our  inqui¬ 
ries  had  been  lately  employed  under  the  moft 
fortunate  and  favorable  circumftances  of  wind 
and  weather.  So  minutely  had  this  extenfive 
coaft  been  infpedted,  that  the  furfhad  been  con- 
flantly  feen  to  break  on  its  fiiores  from  the  mall- 
head  ;  and  it  was  but  in  a  few  fmall  intervals 
only,  where  our  diftance  precluded  Its  being  vi- 
fible  from  the  deck.  Whenever  the  weather 
prevented  our  making  free  with  the  lliore,  or  on 
our  hauling  off  for  the  night,  the  return  of  fine 
w^eather  and  of  day-light  uniformly  brought  u's^ 
if  not  to  the  identical  foot  we  had  departed  from, 
at  leaft:  within  a  few  miles  of  it,  and  never  beyond 
the  northern  limits  of  the  ^  coaft  which  we  had 
prevloufly  feen.  An  examination  fo  directed, 
and  clrcumftances  happily  concurring  to  permit 

the  mqil  com¬ 
plete  opportunity  of  determining  its* various  turn¬ 
ings  and  windings  ;  as  alfo  the  pofition  of  all  its 
confpicuous  points,  afccrtalned .  by  meridional 

altitudes 
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altitudes  for  the  latitude^  and  obfcrvations  for 
the  chronometer,  which  we  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  make  conftantiv  once,  and  in  general 
twice  every  day,  the  preceding  one  only  ex¬ 
cepted. 

It  mull  be  conddered  as  a  very  fingular  cir- 
cumftance  that,  in  fo  great  an  extent  of  fea-coaft, 
we  fhould  not  until  now  have  feen  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  any  opening  in  its  fliores,  which  pre- 
fented  any  certain  profpecl  of  affording  flicker  ; 
the  whole  coaft  forming  one  compadt,  folid,  and 
nearly  ftraight  barrier  againft  the  fea. 

The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned  fhould,  from 
the  latitude  he  affigned  to  it,  have  exiftence  in  the 
bay>  fouth  of  cape  Difappointment.  This  we 
palfed  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th;  and,  as  I 
then  obferved,  if  any  inlet  or  river  fhould  be 
found.  It  mull  be  a  very  intricate  one,  and  in- 
acceifible  to  veflels  of  our  burthen,  owing  to  the 
reefs  and  broken  water  which  then  appeared  in 
its  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Gray  ftated  that  he 
had  been  feveraL  days  attempting  to  enter  it, 
which  at  lena:th  he  was  unable  to  effedf,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  very  ftrong  outfet.  This  Is  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  difficult  to  account  for,  as,  in  mofl 
cafes  where  there  are  outfets  of  fueh  ftrength 
on  a  fea  coaff,  there  are  correfponding  tides  fet- 
ting  In.  Be  that  however  as  it  may,  I  was  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced^  as  were  alfo  moft  perfons  oi 

obfervation 
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obfervation  on  board,  that  we  could  not  pcffiblj 
have  paffed  any  fate  navigable  opening,  harbour, 
or  place  of  fecurity  for  lliipping  on  this  coail:, 
from  cape  Mendocino  to  the  promontory  of  Claf- 
ftt ;  nor  had  we  any  reafbn  to  alter  our  opinions, 
notwithftanding  that  theoretical  geographers  have 
thought  proper  to  affert,  in  that  ipace,  the  exlf- 
tence  of  arms  of  the  ocean,  communicating  with 
a  mediterranean  fea,  and  exteniive  rivers,  with 
fafe  and  convenient  ports.  Thefe  ideas,  not  de-- 
rived  from  any  fource  of  fubftantial  information, 
have,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  been  adopted  for 
the  fble  purpofe  of  giving  unlimited  credit  to 
the  traditionary  exploits  of  ancient  foreigners, 
and  to  undervalue  the  laborious  and  enterprizing 
exertions  of  our  own  countrymen,  in  the  noble 
fcience  of  difeovery. 

Since  the  virion  of  the  fouthern  continent, 
(from  which  the  Incas  of  Peru  are  faid  to  have 
originated,)  has  vaniflhed ;  the  pretended  difeo- 
veries  of  De  Fuca  and  De  Fonte  have  been  re¬ 
vived,  in  order  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  a  north- 
weft  paflage.  Thefe  have  been  fupported  by  the 
recent  concurring  opinions  of  modern  traders, 
one  of  w^hom  is  faid  to  conceive,  that  an  opening 
ftill  further  to  the  north  is  that  which  De  Fuca- 
entered.  Under  this  alTertion,  fhould  any  open- 
ingTurther  to  the  northward  be  difeovered  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  N,  W.  paflage,  the  merit  of  fuch  difeo¬ 
very 
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very  will  neceifarily  be  aferibed  to  De  Fuca,  De 
Fontc,  or  ibme  other  favorite  voyager  of  thefc 

clofct  philofophers. 

The  preceding  evening  brought  us  to  an  an¬ 
chor  under  New  Dungenefs.  Our  May- day, 
Tuefday,  was  ufnered  in  by  a  morninc:  of  the 
moft  delightfully  pleaiant  weather,  atrording 
us,  from  the  broken  appearance  of  tlife  coaft 
before  iis,  the  profp(>6l  of  foon  reaching  a  fafe 
and  coiTi  111  odious  harbour.  Indeed,  our  prefent 
fituation  was  far  from  ineligible,  as  it  promlfed 
to  admit  us  as  near  the  fliore  as  we  might  think 
proper  to  take  our  ftation.  Mr.  Whidbey  was 
therefore  difpatched  in  the  cutter, 'to  found,  and 
fearch  for  frefli  w  ater. 

The  appearance  of  the  huts  we  now  faw,  in¬ 
dicated  the  rclidence  of  the  natives  in  them  to  be 
of  a  temporary  nature  only ;  as  we  could  per¬ 
ceive  with  our  glafles,  that  they  diftered  very 
materially  from  the  habitations  of  any  of  the 
American  Indians  we  had  before  feen,  being 
cbmpofed  of  nothing  more  than  a  few  mats 
thrown  ever  crofs  fticks  ;  whereas  thofe  we  had 
paffed  the  preceding  day,  in  two  or  three  fmall 
villages  to  the  eaftward  of  Claffet,  were  built 
exabfly  after  the  falhion  of  the  houfes  erebled  at 
Nootka.^  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  view  us 
w  ith  the  utmofi;  Indifference  and  unconcern ; 

*  Vide  Cook’s  laft  V^oyage. 
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they  continued  to  fifh  before  their  huts  as  re- 
gardlefs  of  our  being  prefent,  as  if  fuch  vefiels 
had  been  familiar  to  them,  and  unworthy  of  their 
attention.  On  the  low  land  of  New  Dungeneis 
were  ereded  perpendicularly,  and  feemingly  with 
much  regularity,  a  number  of  very  tall  ftraight 
poles,  like  flag-ftaves  or  beacons,  fupported  from 
the  ground  by  fpurs.  Their  iirft  appearance  in¬ 
duced  an  opinion  of  their  being  intended  as  the 
uprights  for  ftages  on  which  they  might  dry 
their  fifli ;  but  this,  on  a  nearer  view  feemed  im- 
probable,  as  their  height  and  diftance  from  each 
other  would  have  required  fpars  of  a  greater  uzc 
to  reach  from  one  to  the  other,  than  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  poles  was  Capable  of  fuftaining. 
They  were,  undoubtedly,  intended  to  anfwer 
fome  particular  purpofe  ;  but  whether  of  a  reli¬ 
gious,  civil,  or  military  nature,  muft  be  left  to 
fome  future  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Whidbey  found  from  ten  to  three  fathoms 
water  clofe  to  the  fhore.  He  landed  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  bay,  but  could  not  find  any  water; 
nor  did  he  fee  the  appearance  of  any  along  the 
fliore  near  the  habitations  of  the  Indians,  who 
remained  as  before  deferibed,  or  fifliing  on  the 
water,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the 
cutter,  than  if  Ihe  had  been  one  of  their  own 
canoes. 

On  receiving  this  report,  the  Chatham’s  cut- 


(37.  A  VOYAGE  OV  DISCOVERY  [^MAY^ 

ter,  Yvitli  the  Dlfcovery’s  yawl  and  cutter,  were 
ordered  to  be  armed  and  fupplied  with  a  day’s 
pfovifion  ;  with  which  wx  fet  off  to  examine  the 
two  apparent  openings  neareft  to  us.  We  found 
the  furhice  of  the  fca  almoft  covered  with  aqua¬ 
tic  birds  of  various  kinds,  but  all  fo  extremely 
iliy  that  our  fportfmen  ■were  unable  to  reach 
them  with  their  guns,  although  they  made  many 
attempts.  The  firfi;  opening  to  the  S.  E.  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  formed  by  two  high  bluffs  ;  the 
elevated  land  within  them  feemingly  at  a  cocxii- 
derable  diftance.  It  proved,  howxver,  to  be  a 
clofe  and  compaft  fhore,  the  apparent  vacant 
fpace  being  occupied  by  a  very  low  fandy  beach, 
off  which  extended  a  flat  of  very  fllallow  found¬ 
ings.  From  hence  we  made  the  befl:  of  our  way 
for  land,  appearing  like  an  ifland,  off  the  other 
fuppofed  opening ;  from  whofe  fummit,  which 
feemed  eafy  of  accefs,  there  was  little  doubt  of 
our  afeertaining  whether  the  coaft  afforded  any 
port  within  reach  of  the  day's  excuriion.  On 
landing  on  the  weft  end  of  the  fuppofed  Ifland, 
and  afcendlng  its  eminence  which  was  nearly  a 
perpendicular  cliff,  our  attention  was  immedi¬ 
ately  called  to  a  landfcape,  almoft  as  enchantingly 
beautiful  as  the  moft  elegantly  flniflied  pleafure 
grounds  in  Europe.  From  the  height  w^e  were 
now  upon,  our  conjeftures  of  this  land  being  an 
ifland  fituated  before  the  entrance  of  an  opening 
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in  the  main  land  were  confirmed.  The  fummit 
of  this  Ifiand  prefented  nearly  a  horizontal  fur- 
face,  interfperfed  with  fome  inequalities  of 
ground,  which  produced  a  beautiful  variety  on 
an  extenfive  lawn  covered  with  luxuriant  graft, 
and  diverfified  with  an  abundance  of  flow  ers. 
To  the  north  weftw^ard  was  a  coppice  of  pine  treesr 
and  flirubs  of  various  forts,  that  feemed  as  if  it 
had  been  planted  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  protect¬ 
ing  from  the  N.  W.  wfinds  this  delightful  mea- 
dow,^  over  which  were  promifeuoufly  fcattered 
a  few  clumps  of  trees,  that  would  have  puzzled 
the  moft:  ingenious  defigner  of  pleafure  grounds 
to  have  arranged  more  agreeably.  Whilft  w^e 
flopped  to  contemplate  thefe  feveral  beauties  of 
nature,  in  a  profpeCl  no  lefs  pleafing  than  unex*^ 
peCled,  W'e  gathered  fome  goofeberries  and  rofes 
in  a  ftatc  of  confi durable  forwardnefs.  Cafting 
our  eyes  along  the  fliore,  viC  had  the  fatisfaClion 
of  feeing  it  much  broken,  and  forming  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  many  navigable  inlets.  The  inlet  now 
before  us  did  not  feem  fo  extenfive  as  w^e  had 
reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  from  the  fliips  ;  yet 
there  was  little  doubt  of  its  proving  fufificiently 
fecure  and  convenient  for  all  our  purpofes.  We 
therefore  proceeded  to  its  examination,  and  found 
its  entrance  to  be  about  a  league  wdde,  having 
regular  good  foundings  from  1 0  fathoms  clofe  to 
the  fliorcs,  to  30,  35,  and  38  fathoms  in  the 

middlC;^ 
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middle,  without  any  apparent  danger  from  rocks 
or  flioals.  Frcfh  water,  however,  deemed  ^  hi¬ 
therto  a  fcarce  commodity,  and  yet,  from  the 
general  face  of  the  country,  a  deficiency  in  this 
rcfpedt  w'as  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  fbores 
of  the  harbour  were  of  a  moderate  height ;  its 
weftern  fide,  bounded  at  no  very  great  diftance 
by  a  ridge  of  high  craggy  mountains  ,  covered 
with  fnow,  w  ere,  as  I  conceived,  connec5led  with 
the  mountain  we  took  for  mount  Olympus.  In 
quefl  of  the  only  great  objedl  neceffary  for  Con- 
fhituting  this  one  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the 
world,- we  profccutcd  our  refearches ;  until  al- 
moft  defpairing  of  fucccfs,  I  fuddcnly  fell  in  with 
‘an  excellent  ftream  of  very  fine  water.  The  de- 
fign  of  our  excurfiori  was  thus  happily  accom^ 
phlhcd  ;  and,  after  taking  forae  little  refrefliment, 
w  e  •returned  tow^ards  the  fnips,  and  arrived  on 
'Ix^ard  about  midnight,  perfedfly  fatlsfied  wdth 
the  fuccefs  ofiour  expedition,  and  amply  reward¬ 
ed  for  our  labour.  - 

’  During  my  abfcnce,  fome  of  the  natives  had 
been  trading  w'ith  the  veflels  in 'a  very  civil  and 
friendly  manner.  They  did  not'  appear  to  un- 
derftand  the  Nootka  language ;  as  thofe  of  our 
people  who  had  forhe  knowledge  of  it  w^ere  by 
no  means  able  to  make  themfelves  underftood. 

A  light  pleafant  breeze  fpringing  up, '  w^e 
weighed  on  Wednefday  morning  the  2d,  and 

fteered 
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fleered  for  the  port  we  had  difcovered  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  whofe  entrance  about  four  leagues 
dlftant  bore  S.  E.  by  E.  The  delightful  fere- 
nlty  of  the  weather  greatly  aided  the  beautiful 
fcenery  that  was  now  prefented ;  the  furface  of 
the  fea  was  perfedlly  fmooth,  and  the  country 
before  us  exhibited  every  thing  that  bounteous 
nature  could'  be  expefted  to  draw  into  one  point 
of  view.  As  we  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  that 
this  country  had  ever  bden  indebted  for  any  of 
its  decorations  to  the  hand  of  man,  I  could  not 
poffibly  believe  that  any  uncultivated  country 
had  ever  been  difcovered  exhibiting  fo  rich  a  pic¬ 
ture.  The  land  which  interrupted  the  horizon 
between  the  N.  W.  and  the  northern  quarters, 
feemed,  as  already  mentioned,  to  be  much 
broken  ;  from  whence  its  eaflern  extent  round 
to  the  S.  E.  was  bounded  by  a  ridge  of  fnowy 
mountains,  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  a  north  and 
fouth  direflion,  on  which  mount  Baker  rofe 
confpicuoufly ;  remarkable  for  its  height,  and 
the  fnowy  mountains  that  flretch  from  its  bafe 
to  the  north  and  fouth.  Betwxen  us  and  this 
fnowy  range,  the  land,  which  on  the  fea  fhore 
terminated  like  that  wx  had  lately  paifed,  in  low 
perpendicular  cliffs,  or  on  beaches  of  fand  or 
flone,  rofe  here  in  a  very  gentle  afcent,  and  was 
wxll  covered  with  a  variety  of  flately  forefl  trees. 
Thefe,  however,  did  not  conceal  the  whole  face 
VoL.  II.  F  of 
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of  the  country  In  one  uninterrupted  wildernefs, 
but  plcafingly  clothed  its  eminences,  and  che¬ 
quered  the  Vcillies  ;  prefenting,  in  many  direc¬ 
tions,  extenfive  fpaccs  that  wore  the  appearance 
of  having  been  cleared  by  art,  like  the  beautiful 
ifland  wc  had  vifited  the  day  before.  As  wt 
paffed  along  the  diorc  near  one  of  thefe  charm¬ 
ing  fpots,  the  tracks  of  deer,  or  of  fome  fuch 
animal,  wxre  very  numerous,  and  flattered  us 
with  the  hope  of  not  wvanting  refrefliments  ot 
that  nature,  vvhllft  we  remained  In  this  quarter, 

A  picture  lo  pleafing  could  not  fail  to  call  to 
our  remembrance  certain  delightful  and  beloved 
fituations  in  Old  England.  Thus  we  proceeded 
wEhout  meeting  any  obftrudlion  to  our  progrefs; 
which,  though  not  rapid,  brought  us  before  noon 
abreafi:  of  the  ftream  that  difeharacs  its  water 

Co 

from  the  w^eftern  fliore  near  five  miles  wfithin 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  wEich  I  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  name  of  Port  Discovery,  after 
the  fliip.  There  w’e  moored,  in  34  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  fliore. 

The  entrance  of  this  liarbour  is  formed  by  low 
projefling  points,  extending,  on  each  fide,  from 
the  high  w'oodland  cliffs  which  in  general  bound 
the  coaft  ;  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  4  8  W. 
to  N.  3  4  W.  in  a  line  with  two  correfponding 
points  fiom  the  ifland  already  dcfcrlbed,  lying  off 

this 
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this  harbout."  Had  this  infular  produ6lion  of 
nature  been  dcfigned  bj  the  moft  able  engineer, 
it  could  not  have  been  placed  more  happily  for 
the  proteflion  of  the  port,  not  only  from  the 
N.  W.  w  inds  to  the  violence  of  which  it  would 
otherwife  be  greatly  expofed,  but  againft  all  at¬ 
tempts  of  an  enemy,  when  properly  fortified ; 
and  hence  I  called  it  Protection  Island. 

The  ftream  of  water,  near  which  wx  had 
taken  a  very  convenient  ftation,  appeared  to 
have  its  fource  at  fome  diftance  from  its  outfal, 
through  one  of  thofe  low’  fpits  of  fand  already 
mentioned,  which  conftitute  moft  of  the  pro¬ 
jecting  points  wx  had  feen  ever  fince  our  hav^- 
ing  entered  this  inlet.  Thefe  ufually  acquire  a 
form  fomewdiat  circular,  though  irregular  ;  and, 
in  general,  are  nearly  fteep  to,  extending  from 
the  cliffy  wxodland  country,  from  one  to  fix  hun¬ 
dred  yards  towxrds  the  wxter’s  edge,  and  are 
compofed  of  a  loofe  fandy  foil.  ,  The  furface  of 
fome  was  almoft  intirely  occupied  by  a  lagoon 
of  fait  .vater,  or  brackilli  fwamp  ;  others  were 
perfedlly  dry ;  no  one  of  them  produced  any 
trees ;  but  wxre  moftly  covered  with  a  coarfe 

a  • 

fpiry  grafs,  interfperfed  wdth  ftrawfterries,  two 
or  three  fpccics  of  clover,  famphire,  and  a  great 
variety  of  ether  fmall  plants ;  fome  of  wdilch 
bore  very  beautiful  flowers.  On  a  few  of  the 
points  w^crc  fome  Ihrubs  that  feemed  to  thrive 

F  2  exceflively ; 
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cxccffively  ;  fucli  as  rofes,  a  fpecies  ot  fwect  biiar, 
goofcbcrrics,  rafpberries,  .  currants,  and  feveral 
other  fmaller  bufnes,  which,  in  their  refpedbve 
feafons,  produce  moft  probably  the  feveral  fruits 
common  to  this  and  the  oppofitc  fide  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Thefe  all  appeared  to  grow  very  luxu¬ 
riantly  ;  and,  from  the  quantity  of  bloffoms  with 
which  they  were  loaded,  there  was  great  reafon 
to  believe  them  very  productive. 

W e  had  little  trouble  in  clearing  a  fufficient 
fpace  for  our  encampment,  which  was  very  com- 
modioufly  fituated  clofe  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
ft  ream  or  brook.  The  tents,  obfervatory,  chro¬ 
nometers  and  Inftruments,  guarded  by  a  party  of 
marines,  were  fent  on  fliore  after  dinner  ;  and, 
whilft  they  were  properly  arranging,  I  made 'a 
fliort  excurfion  up  the  harbour.  It  extended 
nearly  in  a  fouth  direCiion,  about  four  miles  from 
the  fnip,  and  then  terminated  in  a  muddy  flat 
acrofs  its  head,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mille  from 
the  lliorc.  The  water,  which  w^as  feven  fathoms 
deep  clofe  to  the  flat,  gradually  deepened  to  1  0, 
20,  and  30  fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  On 
th  is  bank  w^re  found  fome  fmall  indifferent 
oyfeers.  The  fliores  beyond  it  are  low  and 
thickly  wooded,  and  through  them  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  run  a  very  confiderable  ftream  of  w^ater, 
with  feveral  fmaller  ones,  emptying  themfelves 
into  the  harbour.  The  back  country  had  the 
'  appearance 
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appearance  of  a  fwampy  fen  for  a  confiderable 
diftance.  We  landed  not  far  from  the  largcft 
rivulet,  where  we  found  a  deferted  village  ca¬ 
pable  of  containing  an  hundred  inhabitants.  The 
houfes  were  built  after  the  Nootka  faihion,  but 
did  not  feem  to  have  been  lately  the  refidence 
of  the  Indians. 

The  habitations  had  now  fallen  into  decay ; 
their  infide,  as  well  as  a  fmall  furrounding  fpace 
that  appeared  to  have  been  formerly  occupied, 
were  over-run  with  weeds  ;  amongft  which  were 
found  feveral  human  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
promifcuoufly  fcattered  about. 

On  Thurfday  morning  the  3d  we  fat  ferioufly 

I 

to  w^ork  on  board,  and  on  fhore  where  the  fail- 
makers  were  repairing  and  altering  the  fails ; 
coopers  infpedling  the  cafks ;  gunners  airing  the 
powder;  and  parties  cutting  wood,  brewing 
fprucc  beer,  and  filling  water :  whilft  thofe  on 
board  were  as  bufily  employed  in  ncceffary  re¬ 
pairs  about  the  rigging  ;  getting  the  provifions 
to  hand  ;  clearing  the  main  and  after  holds  for 
the  reception  of  fhingle  ballad,  of  which  we  had 
for  fome  time  flood  in  much  need ;  fome  of  our 
carpenters  were  flopping  leaks  about  the  bows, 
and^he  reft  affifted  in  caulking  the  Chatham’s 
fides.  The  ferenity  of  the  climate  and  feafon 
was  extremely  favorable  to  the  execution  of  their 
feveral  duties,  as  alfo  to  our  aftronomical  in- 
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quirles.  The  part  of  the  coaft  that  we  had  now 
reached  being  nearly  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  few 
circnmftances  occurred  to  divert  our  attention, 
cr  interfere  with  the  purfuits  in  which  we  were 
all  engaged. 

So  little  leifure  or  reft  had  been  afforded  in 
the  feveral  ports  we  had  hitherto  vihted  fmce  we 
left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  it  was  not 
until  this  morning,  Sunday  the  Oth,  that  our 
people  could  be  indulged  with  a  holiday,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  fame  recreation  and  exercife 
on  fhore. 

«> 

A  few  of  the  natives  in  two  or  three  canoes 
favored  us  with  their  company,  and  brought 
with  them  fome  fifh  and  venifon  for  fale.  The 
latter  was  extremely  good,  and  very  acceptable, 
as  we  had  not  hitherto  obtained  any ;  though 
on  our  fiift  arrival  \\c  had  entertained  hopes  of 
'  procuring  a  fupply,  from  the  numerous  tracks 
of  deer  wffich  appeared  frefh,  and  in  all  direc¬ 
tions. 

Thefe  people,  in  their  perfons,  canoes,  arms, 
implements,  &c.  feemed  to  refemble  chiefly  the 
inhabitants  of  Nootka ;  though  lefs  bedaubed 
with  paint,  and  lefs  filthy  in  their  external  ap¬ 
pearance.  They  wore  ornaments  in  their  ears, 
but  none  were  obferved  in  their  nofes  ;  fome  of 
them  ‘underftood  a  few  w^ords  of  the  Nootka 
fenguage ;  they  were  clothed  in  the  fkins  of  deer, 

bear. 
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bear,  and  fomc  other  anintJ'S,  but  principally  in 
a  woollen  2;armcnt  of  their  own  manufabture, 
extremely  wxll  wTought.  They  did  not  appear 
to  poiTefs  any  furs.  Their  bows  and  implements 
they  freely  bartered  for  knives,  trinkets,  copper.^ 
&:c. ;  and,  what  was  very  extraordinary,  they  of¬ 
fered  for  fale  two  children,  each  about  fix  or 
feven  years  of  age,  and,  being  iTaewm  fome  cop-- 
per,  wxue  very  anxious  that  the  bargain  fhould 
be  clofed.  This,  however,  I  peremptorily  pro¬ 
hibited,  expreffing,  as  wcW  as  I  w^as  able,  our 
great  abhorrence  of  fuch  traffic. 

As  our  fcveral  employments,  on  board  and  on 
Ihore,  w^ould  ftill  require  fomc  time  before  they 
could  be  fully  completed;  and  as  I  was  d'efirous 
of  obtaining  fome  further  knowledge  of  this  in¬ 
let,  in  order  that,  when  the  veffels  fhould  be 
ready,  wx  might  extend  our  refearches  without 
fear  q3f  interruption  ;  I  diredted  the  Difeovery’s 
yawl  and  launch,  with  the  Chatham’s  cutter, 
properly  armed,  and  fupplied  wnth  ftores  for  five 
days,  to  be  in  readinefs  early  the  next  morning. 
I  committed  to  Mr.  Broughton  the  charge  of  the 
fhips,  and  to  Mr.  Whidbey  that  of  the  obferva- 
tory  and  encampment,  with  diredfions  to  make 
a  furvey  of  the  port,  and  fuch  further  neceffary 
obfervations  as  circumftances  wmuld  admit  dur¬ 
ing  my  abfence. 

Mr.  Menzies,  with  two  of  the  young  gentle- 
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men,  accompanied  rife  in  the  yawl,  Mr.  Puget 
commanded  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Johnftone  the 
Chatham’s  cutter.  With  this  arrangement, 
about  five  o’clock  on  Monday  morning  the  7th, 
we  took  our  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  becom¬ 
ing  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  region  in 
which  we  had  fo  very  unexpedledly  arrived.  The 
day  did  not  promife  to  be  very  aufpicious  to  the 
commencement  of  our  examination.  That  un¬ 
interrupted  ferenity  of  weather  that  we  had  ex¬ 
perienced  the  laft  feven  days,  feemed  now  to  be 
materially  changed  ;  the  wind  which,  in  the 
day-time,  had  conftantly  blown  from  the  N.  W. 
with  light  fouthwardly  airs,  or  calms,  from  fun- 
fet  until  eight  or  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
had  now  blown,  fince  the  preceding  evening,  a 
moderate  gale  from  the  S.  E- ;  and,  before  wc 
had  proceeded  a  mile  from  the  fhip,  brought  with 
it  a  very  thick  fog,  through  which  wx  fteered, 
keeping  the  ftarboard,  or  continental  fliore,  on 
board,  trufting  that  towards  noon  the  fog  would 
difperfc  itfelf  and  clear  away. 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difeovery,  we  paffed  to 
the  S.  W.  of  Protedtion  Ifland  ;  another  channel, 
equally  as  fafe  and  convenient,  we  now  found  to 
the  S.  E.  of  it.  Having  rowxd  againft  a  ftrong 
tide  along  the  Ihore  about  two  or  three  leagues 
to  the  N.  E.  from  the  entrance  of  port  Difeo¬ 
very,  we  rounded  a  low  projediing  point,  and 

though 
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though  the  fog  prevented  our  feeing  about  us, 
yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  our  having  entered 
fome  other  harbour  or  arm  in  the  inlet  that  took 
a  fouthwardly  direftion.  Here  I  propofed  to 
wait  until  the  weather  fliould  be  more  favorable, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  haul  the  feine  ;  which 
was  done,  along  the  beach  to  the  fouthward,- 
with  little  fuccefs, 

'  '  '  ’ 

Profecuting  our  labours  as  fifhermen  alons:  the 

beach,  we  were  led  near  a  point  fimilar  to  that 
we  had  paffed,  and  diftant  from  it  about  two 
miles ;  here  the  fog  intirely  difperfing,  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  afcertaing  its  latitude  to  be 
48°  7^  30^^  its  longitude  2  3/°  3  1  p.  A  very  fpa- 
cious  inlet  now  prefented  itfelf,  whofe  N.  E. 
point,  in  a  line  with  its  S.  W.  being  the  point 
from  which  we  had  iaft  departed,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  N.  25  W.  and  feemed  about  a  league  afun- 
der :  mount  Baker  bore  N.  20  E. ;  a  fteep  bluff 
point  oppofite  to  us,  appearing  to  form  the  weft 
point  of  another  arm  of  this  inlet,  S.  87  E.  about 

R 

four  miles  diftant ;  the  neareft  eaftern  fliore  S. 
50  E.  about  two  miles ;  and  a  very  remarkable 
high  round  mountain,  covered  with  fnow,  ap¬ 
parently  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the^  diftant 
range  of  fnowy  mountains  before  noticed,  bore 
S.  45  E. :  the  ftiores  of  this  inlet,  like  thofe  in 
port  Dlfcovery,  ftioot  out  into  feveral  low,  fandy, 
projecting  points,  the  fouthernmoft  of  which 
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bore  S.  Q  E.  diftant  about  two  leagues,  where 
this  branch  of  the  inlet  feemed  to  terminate,  or 
take  fome  other  dircdlion.  Here  we  dined,  and 
having  taken  the  neceffary  angles,  I  direclcd  Mr^ 
Puget  to  found  the  mid-channel,  and  Mr.  John- 


ftone  to  examine  the  larboard  or  eaftern  fliore, 
whilfl:  I  continued  my  refearches  on  the  conti¬ 
nental  ihore,  appointing  the  fouthernmoft  low 
point  for  our  next  rendezvous.  As  we  advanced, 
the  country  feemed  gradually  to  improve  in 
beauty.  The  cleared  fpots  were  more  nume¬ 
rous,  and  of  larger  extent ;  and  the  remote  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnow  reiledled  2:reater 
luftre  on  the  fertile  productions  of  the  lefs  ele¬ 
vated  country.'^  On  arriving  near  our  place  of 
rendezvous,  an  opening  vtas  feen,  winch  gave  to 
the  whole  of  the  eaftern  fliore  under  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Johnftone,  the  appearance  of  being 


an  ifland.  For  this  wc  ftecred,  but  found  it 
clofed  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of  land,  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  width,  whofe  oppofite  ftore 
was  wT.fhed  by  an  extenfive  fait  lake,  or  more 
probably  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  ftre  ching  to  the 
S.  E.  and  direfting  its  main  branch  tov/ards  the 
high  round  fnowy  mountain  w’e  had  difeovered 
at  noon  :  but  where  its  entrance  was  fituatcd  w  e 
could  not  determine,  though  conjeCture  led  to 
fuppofe  it  v/ould  be  found  round  the  bluff  point 
of  land  w^e  had  obferved  from  our  dinner  ftation. 

In 
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In  the  wcftern  corner  of  this  ifthmus  was  fitu- 
'  ated  a  deferted  Indian  village,  much  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  decay  as  that  which,  we  had  examined 
at  the  head  of  port  Difcovery.  No  figns  ol  any 
inhabitants  were  difcernible  ;  nor  did  w^e  vifit 
it,  it  being  expedient  w^e  fcould  haften  to  our 
appointed'  ftation,  as  night  was  faft  approach¬ 
ing,  during  w  hich  Mr.  Johnftone  did  not  join 
us  this  led  us  to  fuppofe  he  had  found  fome 
entrance  into  the  above  lake  or  inlet  that  had 
efcaped  my  notice  ;  and  which  afterwards  proved 
to  have  been  the  cauft  of  his  ab fence.  Having 
determined  the  extent  of  this  inlet,  whofe  fouth 
extremity  is  fituated  in  latitude  47°  5(y,  longi¬ 
tude  23/°  31"';  at  day-break  the  next  morning, 
Tuefday  the  8th,  we  emibarkcd  in  purfait  of  the 
entrance  into  the  lake  or  inlet  that  we  had  dif- 
covered  the  preceding  evening.  About  this  time 
we  heard  and  anfwered  the  report  of  a  fwivel 
gun.  A  very  ftrong  run  of  water  was  now  ob- 
ferved,  but  being  brackifli,  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  carrying  our  kegs  near  a  mile  into 
the  country  to  replenlfh  them,  not  having  found 
any  frcfh  water  fince  W'e  left  the  fliips.  Whitft 
w^e  were  thus  engaged,  Mr.  Johnftone  came  up. 
He  had  found  a  narrow  channel  into  the  inlet, 

A 

w^hich  had  flattered  him  with  returning  by  the 
ifthmus  that  had  oppofed  our  progrefs  ;  but  to 
{iis  great  mortification  he  found  it  clofed,  and 
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was  obliged  to  keep  rowing  the  greater  part  of 
the  night,  in  order  that  he  might  join  us  hy  the 
feme  paiTage  he  had  entered,  which  he  had  now 
juft  effecled.  Its  fouthern  entrance  was  found 
to  be  navigable  for  fmali  boats  only,  from  halt 
flood  to  half  ebb,  and  w  as  dry  at  low  water ; 
but  as  its  northern  part  formed  a  fnug  liLtle  port,, 
and,  with  its  tide,  feernefl  likely  to  be  made  ufc- 
ful  in  careening ;  Mr.  Johnftone  was  induced  to 
profeciite  its  examination.  The  furvey  of  this 
inlet,  which  had  occupied  our  time  fmee  the 
preceding  day  at  noon,  having  been  finally  ac- 
complillied  by  the  joining  of  the  boats,  it  proved 
to  be  a  very  ikic  and  more  capacious  harbour 
than  port  Difeovery  ;  and  rendered  more  plea- 
fent  by  the  high  land  being  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  water-fidc.  Its  foundings  alfo  give  it 
a  further  advantage,  being  very  regular  from  fide 
to  fide,  from  10  to  20  fathoms  depth  of  water, 
good  holding  ground  :  but,  wdth  refpedl  to  freib 
water,  fo  far  as  w'e  could  determine  bv  our  trail- 
f  tory'  vifit,  it  w^as  verv  deficient,  as  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved.  To  this  port  I  gave  the  name 
of  Port  Townshend,  In  honor  of  the  noble 
Marquis  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Johnftone,  who  had  a  much  better  op¬ 
portunity  than  I  had  of  feeing  the  above  lake  or 
inlet,  reprefented  it  as  appearing  very  cxtcnfive 
and  divided  into  two  or  three  branches;  but  he 
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had  not  been  able  to  determine  its  communica¬ 
tion  either  with  the  ocean  or  the  main  inlet,  al¬ 
though  he  had  great  reafon  to  believe  it  did 
communicate  by  the  way  of  the  bluff  point  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  ;  w  hich  about  noon  w^as  con¬ 
firmed.  In  our  wav  thither,  w'e  found  on  one 
of  the  low  points  projecluig  from  the  eaftern 
lliore,  tw’o  upright  poles  fet  in  the  ground,  about 
fifteen  feet  high,  and  rudely  carved.  On  the 
top  of  each  w^as  ftuck  a  human  head,  recently 
placed  there.  The  hair  and  flefli  w^ere  nearly 
perfect ;  and  the  heads  appeared  to  carry  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  fury  or  revenge,  as,  in  driving  the  flakes 
through  the  throat  to  the  cranium,  the  fagittal, 
wdth  part  of  the  fcalp,  was  borne  on  their  points 
fome  inches  above  the  reft  of  the  flLulk  Be¬ 
tween  the  flakes  a  fire  had  been  made,  and  near 
it  fome  calcined  bones  w'ere  obferved,  but  none 
of  thefe  appearances  enabled  us  to  fatisfy  our- 
felves,  concerning  the  manner  in  wdilch  the  bo¬ 
dies  had  been  diipofed  of. 

The  iituation  of  this  point  is  a  little  to  the 
fouthward  of*  the  narrow^  paflage  Mr.  Johnftonc 
had  gone  through  ;  the  north  extremity  of  w  hich 
is  formed  by  a  very  long  fandy  fpit,  where  feveii- 
teen  of  the  long  fupported  poles  were  feen  like 
thofc  before  defcrlbed  on  New  Dungenefs.  Thefe 
poles  had  frequently  prefented  thcmfelves,  though 
in  Icfs  numbers  than  on  the  prefeut  occafion ; 

but 
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but  though  thefe  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them,  they  did  -  not  contribute  the 
leaft  inftrudlion  concerning  the  purpofe  for  which 
they  were  intended.  They  were  uniformly  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  low  fandy  fpit,  at  the  diff 
tance  of  about  eighty  yards  from  each  other; 
and  it  fliould  feem  that  they  were  required  to 
be  of  certain  definite  heights,  although  not  all 
equally  high.  They  w'ere,  in  general,  about  fix 
inches  in  diameter  at  the  bottom,  and  perfeblly 
feraight ;  and,  when  too  fhort,  a  piece  was  added, 
w  hich  w^as  very  neatly  fcarfed  on ;  the  top  of 
each  terminating  in  two  points  like  a  crefeent, 
or  rather  like  the  ftraight  fpreading  horns  of  an 
ox.  The  talleft  of  thefe  poles  I  fnould  fuppofe 
to  be  about  one  hundred  feet,  the  fliortefi;  not  fo 
hiirh  by  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  Between  feveral  of 
them  large  holes  were  dug  in  the  ground,  in 
which  Yvere  many  ftones  that  had  been  burnt, 
which  gave  thefe  holes  the  refemblance  of  the 
cookina:  niaccs  in  the  South-Sea  iflands.  There 

O  1 

was,  howxver,  no  appearance  of  any  recent  ope¬ 
rations  of  that  kind. 

In  moft  of  mv  excurfions  I  met  with  an  indu- 
rated  clay,  much  refembling  fuller’s-earth.  The 
high  fteep  cliff,  formings  the  point  of  land  we  . 
were  now  upon,  feemed  to  be  principally  com- 
pofed  of  this  matter ;  which,  on  a  more  clofe 
examination,  appeared  to  be  a  rich  fpecies  of  the 
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marrow  flionc,  from  whence  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Markow-Stois^e  Point.  Eaft  of  this 
cUtfi  the  fliore  is  extended  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  by  one  of  thofe  fandy  projcfting  points  we 
had  fo  frequently  met  with.  Here  we  dined, 
and  had  an  excellent  viev/  of  this  inlet,  w'hicil 
appeared  to  be  of  no  inconiidcrable  extent.  The 
eaftern  iliore  ftretched  by  compafs  from  N.  4 1  W  . 
to  S.  5 1  E,  ;  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  weftern 
fhore  bore  S.  20  E.  ;  and,  between  thefe  latter- 
bearings,  the  horizon  was  occupied  by  iflands,  or 
land  appearing  much  broken.  The  wTather  was 
ferene  and  picafant,  and  the  country  continued 
to  exhibit,  between  us  and  the  eaftern  fnowy 
range,  the  fame  luxuriant  appearance.  At  its 
northern  extremity,  mount  Baker  bore  by  com^ 
pafs  N.  22  E.  ;  the  round  fnowy  mountain,  now" 
forming  Its  fouthern  extremity,  and  wdiich,  after 
my  friend  Rear  Admiral  Rainier,  I  diftlngulilied 
by  the  name  of  Mount  Rainier,  bore  N.  42 
E.  Haying  finiilied  all  our  bufinefs  at  this  Ra¬ 
tion,  the  boats  received  the  fame  diredlions  as 
before  ;  and  having  appointed  the  w^efteni  part 
of  fomc  land  appearing  like  a  long  ifland,  and 
bearing  S.  E.  by  S.  lour  leagues  diftant,  for  our 
'evening’s  rendezvous, .  wc  left  Marrow"-Stone 
point  with  a  picafant  gale,  and  every  profpedi:  of 
accomplishing  our  feveral  talks.  The  favorable 
breeze  availed  us  but  little  :  for  we  had  not  ad¬ 


vanced 


so  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [mAY^ 

vanced  a  league  before  we  found  the  influence  of 
fo  ftrong  an  ebb  tide  that,  with  all  the  exertions 
of  our  oars  in  addition  to  our  fails,  we  could 
fcarcely  make  any  progrefs  along  the  coaft.  To¬ 
wards  fun-fet,  both  the  wind  and  the  weather 
materially  changed ;  the  former  became  light 
and  variable,  from  the  fouthern  quarter,  and 
brought  with  it  inceflant  torrents  of  rain.  We 
perfevered,  however,  in  our  endeavours  to  gain 
our,  deftined  point,  but  without  fuccefs,  until 
about  eleven  at  night ;  when,  having  colle£led 
the  boats  by  flgnal,  we  bore  up  for  the  weftern, 
which  was  nearcfl:  the  fliore,  and  landed  about 
one  in  the  morning,  completely  drenched.  With 
fonie  difficulty  we  got  a  fire,  and  found  a  tole¬ 
rable  place  for  our  tents.  This,  though  uncom¬ 
fortable,  protected  us  in  fome  degree  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  detained  us 
all  the  next  day.  On  Wednefday  morning  the 
Qth,  we  found  ourfelves  near  the  fouth  extremity 
of  the  narrow  Ihoal  paffage  through  which  Mr. 
Johnftone  had  pafled  from  port  Tow'nffiend,  in 
a  very  fine  cove,  affording  good  anchorage  from 
10  to  25  fathoms,  excellent  holding  ground,  and 
ffifficiently  capacious  to  accommodate  many  vef- 
fels.  We  traverfed  its  northern  fhores,  but  could 
not  find  any  water,  except  fuch  as  dripped  in 
fmall  quantities  from  the  rocks.  Whilft  detain¬ 
ed  by  this  unfavorable  weather,  fome  of  the 
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young  gentlemen  in  their  excurfions  found  feve- 
ral  oak-trees,  of  which  they  produced  fpecimens; 
but  ftated  that  they  had  not  feen  any  exceeding 
three  or  four  feet  in  circumference.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  valuable  difcovery,  the  place  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Oak  Cove. 

The  weather  in  fome  meafure  clearing  up  foon 
after  day-break  on  Thurfday  the  loth,  we  again 
embarked,  and  continued  on  the  fame  weftern 
or  continental  fhore,  making  a  very  flow  pro- 
grefs,  owing  to  a  fiirong  ebb  tide,  and  a  frefh 
S.  E.  wind,  againft  us* 

We  had  not  been  long  out  of  Oak  cove,  when 
we  defcried  fome  Indians'  paddling  flowly  under 
the  lee  of  a  rocky  point,  with  an  apparent  inten¬ 
tion  of  waiting  our  approach*  In  this  they  were 
foon  gratified,  and  on  our  arrival,  they  did  not 
feem  to  exprefs  the  leafl:  doubt  of  our  friendly 
difpofition  towards  them.  They  courteoufly  of¬ 
fered  fuch  things  as  they  poflefled,  and  cordially 
accepted  fome  medals,  beads,  knives,  and  other 
trinkets,  which  I  prefented  to  them,  and  with 
which  they  appeared  to  be  highly  pleafed*  We 
were  now  employed  in  taking  fuch  necelTaw 
angles  as  the  weather  permitted  us  to  obtairkj^ 
and  in  acquiring '  fome  further  Information  of 
this  Inlet.  It  appeared  to  be  divided  into  two 
branches ;  the  mofl:  extenfive  one  took  its  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  fouth-caftward  of  land  appearing 
VoL.  II.  G  like 
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like  a  long,  low  ifland ;  the  other,  apparently 
much  Icfs,  ftretched  to  the  fouth-weftward  of 
the  fame  land  ;  the  fhores  of  which  terminating 
in  a  high  perpendicular  bluff  point,  was,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  change  we  experienced  in  its 
neighbourhood,  called  Foulweather  Bluff. 

As  my  Intentions  were  not  to  depart  from  the 
continental  boundary,  the  wxftern  arm  was  the 
firft  objc6l  of  our  examination  ;  and  we  diredled 
our  courfe  towards  a  high  lump  of  land  that 
had  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  entertaining 
little  doubt  of  finding  a  way  into  the  fouth  eaft- 
ern,  or  main  arm,  fouth  of  the  fuppofed  long 
low  ifland.  Off  this  point  lie  fome  rocks  above 
water,  wdth  others  vifible-  only  at  low  tide,  ex¬ 
tending  at  the  diftance  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile, 
and  nearly  a  mile  along  the  fhore.  The  country 
thereabouts  prefented  a  very  different  afpeft  from 
that  which  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee.  In- 
ftead  of  the  fandy  cliffs  that  form  the  fhores 
within  the  ftralts,  thefe  were  compofed  of  folid 
rocks.  On  them  the  herbage  and  flirubs  feemed 
to  flourifh  with  lefs  luxuriance,  though  the  trees 
appeared  to  form  a  much  greater  variety.  Hav¬ 
ing  landed  about  nine  o’clock  to  bxeakfaft,  and 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  fun  and  wind  to  dry 
fome  of  our  clothes,  our  friends  the  Indians,  ie- 
venteen  in  number,  landed  alfo  from  fix  canoes 
about  half  a  mile  a-head  of  us>  and  then  walked 
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towards  our  party^  attended  by  a  Angle  canoe 
along  the  fliore  ;  they  having  hauled  up  all  the 
others.  They  now  approached  us  with  the  ut- 
moft  confidence,  without  being  armed,  and  be¬ 
haved  in  the  moft  refpecftful  and  orderly  manner. 
On  a  line  being  drawn  w  ith  a  flick  on  the  fand 
between  the  two  parties,  they  immediately  fat 
down,  and  no  one  attempted  to  pafs  it,  with¬ 
out  previoufly  making  figns,  requefling  permif- 
fion  for  fo  doing* 

In  their  perfons,  drefs^  canoes^  &c.  they  much 
refembled  the  Indians  of  port  Difcovery ;  they 
had  not  the  rnofl  diflant  knowledge  of  the 
Nootka  language,  and  it  w^as  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  that  any  of  their  numerals  were  acquired ^ 
They  had  not  any  thing  to  difpofe  of  excepting 
their  bows,  arrows,  and  fome  few  of  their  woollen 
and  ffiin  garments  ;  amongfl  the  latter  appeared 
to  be  the  fkin  of  a  young  lionefs.  Thefe  they 
exchanged  for  trinkets,  and  other  things  of  little 
value,  and  in  the  traffic  conduced  themfelves  in 
a  very  fair  and  honefl  manner. 

After  we  had  embarked  they  examined  the 
place  where  w^e  had  been  fitting,  and  then  pad- 
died  tow^ards  their  village,  which  was  fituated 
in  a  very  pleafant  cove  a  little  to  the  S.  W.  and 
built  with  wood,  after  the  fafhion  of  the  deferted 
ones  we  had  before  feen.  The  wind  blowing 
flrong  from  the  fouthward  fo  much  retarded  our 
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progrcfs,  that  at  noon  wc  had  only  reached  the 
N.  W.  point  of  the  arm  we  had  been  fleering 
for,  and  which  was  not  more  than  five  miles 
from  our  ftation  in  Oak  cove,  in  a  dircflion  S. 
14  E.  ;  its  obferved  latitude  was  4/°  53^  longF- 
tude  237°  35^,  Foul  weather  bluff  forming  the 
oppofite  point  of  entrance  into  the  arm,  bore  eaft 
about  half  a  league  diftant.  The  ftrength  of  the 
ebb  tide  obliged  us  to  flop  near  tw’o  hours,  and 
from  its  rapidity  w^e  yvcvt  induced  to  believe,  as 
V7t  had  before  fufpedled,  that  either  the  eaftern 
iliore  was  an  ifland,  or  that  the  tide  had  cxten- 
five  inland  communication. 

On  the  flood  returning,  we  refumed  our  routC;, 
and  found  our  fuppofcd  high  round  illand  con¬ 
nected  with  the  main  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of 
land,  nearly  occupied  by  a  falt-watcr  fwamp, 
into  the  bay;  formed  between  this  point  and  that 
we  had  departed  from,  defccnded  a  few  fmal! 
ftreams  of  frefh  w^ater  ;  with  which,  fo  far  as  w  e 
were  enabled  to  judge,  the  country  did  not 
abound.  This  opinion  was  fanClioned  by  the 
Indians  who  vifited  us  this  morning,  bringing 
wdth  them  fmall  fquare  boxes  filled  with  frelh 
water,  which  we  could  not  tempt  them  to  dif- 
pofe  of.  Hence  this  branch  of  the  inlet  takes  a 
direClion  about  S.  W.  |  S.  near  13  miles,  and 
is  in  general  about  half  a  league  wide.  Its  fliores 
exhibited  by  no  means  the  luxuriant  appearance 
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we  had  left  behind,  being  nearly  deftitute  of  the 
open  verdant  fpots,  and  alternately  compofed  of 
iandy  or  rocky  cliffs  falling  abruptly  into  the  fea, 
or  terminating  on  a  beach  ;  whilft  in  fome  places 
the  even  land  extended  from  the  water  fide, 
with  little  or  no  elevation.  The  low  projecting 
points  caufe  the  coaft  to  be  fomewhat  indented 
with  fmali  bays,  w^here,  near  the  fhore,  we  had 
foundings  from  five  to  twelve  fathoms ;  but  in 
the  middle  of  the  channel,  though  not  more  than 
two  miles  in  width,  no  bottom  could  be  reached 
with  J  10  fathoms  of  line. 

We  had  not  advanced  rnore  than  two  or  three 
miles  before  wq  lojil:  the  advantage  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  met  a  ftream  that  ran  conftantly  down. 
This,  with  a  very  frefli  S.  W.  wind,  fo,  retarded 
our  progrefs,  that  it  was  not  until  Friday  the 
1 1  th  at  noon  that  we  reached  the,  extent  above 
mentioned,  which  wx  found  to  be  fituated  due 
fouth  of  our  obfervatory  in  port  Difcqvery,  in  the 
'latitude  of  4/^  3(/.  From  this  ftation,  which  I 
called  Hazel  Point  in  confequence  of  its  pro¬ 
ducing  many  of  thofe  trees,  the  channel  divides 
into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  direftion  nearly 
due  north,  the  other  S.  W.  We  ftlll  continued 
on  the  right  hand,  or  continental  fhore,  and 
found  the  northern  arm  terminate  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  ftven  miles  in  a  fpacious  bafon, 
where  bottom  could  not  be  found  with  70  fa- 
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thorns  of  line.  As  wc  returned  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  nig;ht  at  the  S.  W.  point  of  this 
xirm,  we  obferved  fome  fmoke  on  fhore,  and  faw 
*a  canoe  hauled  up  into  a  fmall  creek  ;  but  none 
'of  the  inhabitants  could  be  difeovered,  nor  did  we 
hear  or  fee  any  thing  of  them  during  the  night. 

-  The  next  morning,  Saturday  the  12th,  at  four 
o’clock,  we  again  embarked.  Having  been  fup- 
plied  for  five  days  only,  our  provifions  were 
greatly  exhaufled,  and  the  commencement  of 
this,  which  was  the  fixth,  threatened  us  with 
Ihort  allowance.  Our  fportfmen  had  been  un¬ 
able  to  aflTift  our  flock ;  and  the  profpeft  of  ob¬ 
taining  any  fupplies  from  the  natives  was  equally 
uncertain.  The  region  we  had  lately  palfed 
feemed  nearly  deftitute  of  human  beings.  The 
brute  creation  alfo  had  deferted  the  fliores ;  the 
tracks  of  deer  were  no  longer  to  be  feen ;  nor 
Vvas  there  an  aquatic  bird  on  the  whole  extent 
of  the  canal ;  animated  nature  feemed  nearly  ex- 
haufted  ;  and  her  awful  filence  was  only  now 
and  then  interrupted  by  the  croaking  of  a  raven, 
the  breathinsT  oi  a  fcal,  or  the  Icream  of  an  cap^le. 
Even  thefe  folltary  founds  were  fo  feldom  heard, 
that  the  ruilling  of  the  breeze  along  the  fhore, 

i 

aflTiftcd  by  the  folemn  ftillnefs  that  prevailed, 
gave  rife  to  ridiculous  fufpicions  in  our  fcamen 
of  hearing  rattlefnakes,  and  other  hideous  mon- 
fters,  in  the  wdldcrnefs,  which  wars  compofed  of 
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the  produftions  already  mentioned,  but  which 
appeared  to  grow  wdth  infinitely  lefs  vigour  than 
we  had  been  accuftomed  to  witnefs. 

To  the  weft  ward  and  N.  W.  lay  that  range 
of  fnowy  mountains,  noticed  the  morning  we 
fipoke  vvith  the  ..Columbia.  .  Theft  gradually  de- 
feended  in  a  fouthern  diredion,  whilft  the  fum- 
mit  of  th^  eaftern  range  now  and  then  appear¬ 
ing,  fteraed  to  give  bounds  to  this  low  country 
on  that  fide.  Between  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  a 
country  of  a  very  moderate  height  ftemed  to  ex¬ 
tend  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  and,  from  its 
eminences  and  vallies,  there  was  reafon  to  believe 
that  this  inlet  continued  to  meander  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftairce,  which  made  me  much  regret 
that  we  were  not  provided  for  a  longer  excurfion. 
Yet,  having  proceeded  thus  far,  I  refolved  to 
continue  our  refearches,  though  at  the  expence 
of  a  little  hun^ze^,  until  the  inlet  fhould  either 
terminate,  or  fo  extenfively  open,  as  to  render  it 
expedient  that  the  veflels  fliould  be  brought  up ; 
which  would  be  a  very  tedious  and  diftgreeablc 
operation,  in  conftquence  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  channeb  and  the  great  depth  of  the  water. 
Soundings  in  fomc  places  only  could  be  gained 
cioft  to  the  fliore ;  and  in  the  middle  no  bottom 
had  any  where  been  found  with  lOO,  fathoms  of 
line,  although  the  fhores  were  in  general  low, 
and  not  half  a  league  afunder. 

G  4  -  Hav* 
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Having  very  pleafant  weather,  and  a  gentle 
favorable  breeze,  we  proceeded,  and  paiTed  feve- 
ral  runs  of  frefh  water.  Near  one  of  the  largeft 
wx  obferved  our  latitude  at  noon  to  be  47°  27^; 
and  once  again  had  the  pleafure  of  approaching 
an  inhabited  country.  A  canoe,  in  which  there 
were  three  men,  went  alongfide  the  launch,  and 
bartered  a  few  trifles  for  beads,  iron,  and  copper, 
but  declined  every  invitation  from  us  to  come  on 
fliore.  From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  very  honeft  in  their  dealings,  and 
had  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevail  on 
the  party  In  the  launch  to  attend  them  home, 
which  he  underftood  to  be  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  league,  and  for  which  they  feemed  to 
m'ake  the  beft  of  their  w^ay,  probably  to  acquaint 
their  friends  with  the  approach  of  ftrangers. 
Soon  after  we  had  dined,  a  fmoke  was  obferved 
near  the  fuppofed  place  of  their  refidence  ;  made, 
as  we  concluded,  for  the  purpofe  of  diredfing  us 
to  their  habitations,  for  which  we  immediately 
fet  off,  agreeably  to  their  very  civil  invitation. 

An  idea  during  this  excurfion  had  occurred  to 
us,  that  .part  of  the  brute  creation  have  an  aver- 
fion  to  the  abfence  of  the  human  race  ;  this  opi¬ 
nion  feemed  now  In  fome  meafure  confirmed,  by 
the  appearance  for  the  firft  time  during  the  laffc 
three  days,  of  feveral  fpecies  of  ducks,  and  other 
aquatic  birds.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  abfo- 
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lately  to  infer,  that  it  is  the  affeftion  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  creation  to  man,  that  draws  them 
to  the  fame  fpots  which  human  beings  prefer^ 
fince  it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  places  as 
afford  the  moft  eligible  refidence  in  point  of  fuf> 
tenance  to  the  human  race,  in  an  uncivilized 
ftate,  may  be,  by  the  brute  creation,  reforted  to 
for  the  fame  purpofe. 

The  habitations  of  our  new  friends  appeared 
to  be  fituated  nearly  at  the  extremity  of  this  in¬ 
let,  or  where  it  appeared  to  take  a  very  fharp 
turn  to  the  S.  E.  ftiil  favoring  our  hopes  of  re¬ 
turning  by  the  great  eaftern  arm.  Thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  vanlfhed  on  landing,  as  we  found  its  S.  W. 
direction  terminate  in  land,  apparently  low  and 
fvvampy,  with  a  fhoal  extending  fome  diftance 
from  its  fliores,  forming  a  narrow  paffage  to  the 
fouth-eaftward  into  a  cove  or  bafon,  which  feem- 
ed  its  termination  alfo  in  that  direftlon. 

Here  we  found  the  fineft  ftream  of  frejfh  water 
we  had  yet  feen  ;  from  the  fize,  clear nefs,  and 
rapidity  of  which,  little  doubt  could  be  enter¬ 
tained  of  its  having  its  fource  in  perpetual  fprlngs. 
Near  it  were  two  miferable  huts  with  mats 
thrown  carelefsly  over  them,  protediing  their 
tenants  neither  from  the  heat  nor  feverity  of  the 
weather ;  thefe  huts  feemed  calculated  to  con¬ 
tain  only  the  five  or  fix  men  then  prefent,  though 
prevloully  to  our  quitting  the  boats  we  fuppofed 
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a  greater  number  of  perfons  had  been  feen  ;  thofe 
were  probably  their  women,  who  on  our  ap* 
proach  had  retired  to  the  woods. 

Thefc  good  people  conducted  themfelves  in 
the  moft  friendly  manner.  They  had  little  to 
difpole  of,  yet  they  bartered  away  their  bows 
and  arrows  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  together 
with  fome  fmall  fifh,  cockles,  and  clams  ;  of  the 
latter  wc  purchafed  a  large  quantity,  a  fupply  of 
which  was  very  acceptable  in  the  low  condition 
of  our  flock.  They  made  us  clearly  to  under- 
fland,  that  in  the  cove  to  the  S.  E.  we  diould 
find  a  number  of  their  countrymen,  who  had 
the  like  commodities  to  difpofe  of ;  and  being 
anxious  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  a  further 
inland  navigation  by  this  arm  of  the  fea,  and 
wifliing  to  eflablilh,  as  far  as  poffible,  a  friendly 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which,  from  the  docile  and  inofFenfive  manners 
of  thofe  we  had  feen,  appeared  a  talk  of  no  great 
difficulty,  we  proceeded  to  a  low  point  of  land 
that  forms  the  north  entrance  into  the^  cove. 
There  we  beheld  a  number  of  the  natives,  who 
did  not  betray  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  at  our 
approach  ;  the  whole  aifcmbly  remained  quietly 
feated  on  the  grafs,  excepting  two  or  three  whofc; 
particular  office  feemed  to  be  that  of  making  us 
welcome  to  their  country.  Thefe  prefented  us 
with  fome  fill,  and  received  in  return  trinkets  of 
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various  kinds,  which  delighted  them  exceffivcly. 
They  attended  us  to  their  companions,  who 
amounted  in  number  to  about  fixty,  including 
the  women  and  children.  We  were  received 
by  them  with  equal  cordiality,  and  treated  with 
marks  of  great  frlendfhip  and  hofpltality.  A 
fhort  time  was  here  employed  in  exchanges  of 
mutual  civilities.  The  females  on  this  occafion 
took  a  very  adlive  part.  They  prcfented  us  with 
hfli,  arrows,  and  other  trifles,  in  a  way  that  con¬ 
vinced  us  they  had  much  pleafure  in  fo  doing. 
They  did  not  appear  to  differ  in  any  refpedt  from 
the  inhabitants  we  had  before  feen  ;  and  fome  of 
our  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  recog¬ 
nized  the  perfons  of  one  or  two  who  had  vlflted 
us  on  the  preceding  Thurfday  morning ;  parti¬ 
cularly  one  man,  who  had  fufFered  very  much 
from  the  fmall  pox.  This  deplorable  difeafe  is 
not  only  common,  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  appre- 
bended  is  very  fatal  amongft  them,  as  its  inde¬ 
lible  marks  were  feen  on  many  ;  and  feveral  had 
loft  the  fight  of  one  eye.  which  was  remarked 
to  be  generally  the  left,  owing  moll  likely  to 
the  virulent  effects  of  this  baneful  diibrder.  The 
refidence  of  thefe  people  here  was  doubtlefs  of  a 
temporary  nature  ;  few  had  taken  the  trouble  of 
eredting  their  ufual  miferable  huts,  being  con¬ 
tent  to  lodge  on  the  ground,  with  loole  mats 
only  for  their  covering. 


From 
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From  this  point,  which  is  fituated  nearly  at 
the  fouth  extremity  of  the  channel  in  latitude 
AT  2 1'',  longitude  23  7°  y  little  doubt  exifted 
of  the  cove  terminating  its  navigation.  To  af- 
certain  this,  vvhilft  I  remained  with  thefe  civil 
people,  Mr.  Johiifronve  was  direfted  to  rov/ 
-round  the  projefHon  that  had  pbftrudted  our 
view  of  the  whole  circuiTsference  of  the  cove^ 
which  is  about  two  miles ;  and,  if  It  were  not 
clofed,  to  purfue  its  examination.  Our  former 
conjedlures  being  confirmed,  on  his  return  w^e 
prepared  to  depart ;  and,  as  we  were  putting  off 
from  the  fhore,  a  cloak  of  inferior  fea  otter  fkins 
was  brought  down,  which  I  purchafed  for  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper.  Upon  this  they  made  figns  that 
if  we  would  remain,  more,  and  of  a  fuperior  qua¬ 
lity,  fhould  be  produced  ;  but  as  this  w^as  not  our 
objedl,  and  as  w'e  had  finiflied  our  propofed  tafk 
fooner  than  was  expedled  this  morning,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfadllon  of  our  whole  party,  we  di- 
redled  our  courfe  back  towardis  port  Difeovery, 
from  which  we  were  now^  about  70  miles  diU 
tant. 

A  frefli  northwardly  wind,  and  the  approach 
of  night,  obliged  us  to  take  up  our  abode  about 
two  miles  from  the  Indians,  fome  of  whom  had 
followed  us  along  the  beach  until  we  landed, 
when  they  pofted  thcmfelves  at  the  diftance  of 
about  half  a  mile,  to  obferve  our  different  em¬ 
ployments  ; 
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ploy  merits ;  at  dark  they  all  retired,  and  we  nei* 
ther  heard  nor  faw  any  thing  more  of  them^ 
The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  although  the  cur¬ 
rent  conftantly  ran  down  without  any  great  de¬ 
gree  of  rapidity,  appeared  to  have  been  nearly  ten 
feet,  and  it  was  hish  w'ater  3^'  60^  after  the  mooii 
pafTed  the  meridian. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  the  13th,  wc  again 
embarked;  directing  our  route  down  the  inlet, 
which,  after  the  Eight  Honorable  Lord  Hood^ 
I  called  Hood’s  Channel;  but  our  progrefs 
homew^ard  was  fo  very  flow,  that  it  was  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon,  the  14th,  before  we  reached  Foul- 
weather  bluff.  This  promontory  is  not  ill  named, 
for  wc  had  fcarcely  landed,  when  a  heavy  rain 
commenced,  which  continuing  the  reft  of  the 
day,  obliged  us  to  remain  ftationary.  This  de¬ 
tention  I  endeavoured  to  reconcile  with  the  hope 
that  the  next  morning  would  permit  fome  exa¬ 
mination,  or  at  Icaft  afford  us  a  view  of  the  great 
eaffern  arm,  before  we  returned  to  the  fliips ; 
but  in  this  1  was  dllappointed.  After  waiting 
until  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Tuefday  the 
15th,  without  the  leaf!:  profpedl  of  an  alteration 
for  the  better,  wx  again  fet  out  with  a  frefli 
breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualls 
and  torrents  of  rain ;  and  about  four  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  arrived  on  board,  much  to  the  fatisiac- 
tlon  I  believe  of  all  parties,  as  great  anxiety  had 
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been  entertained  for  our  fafety,  in  confequence 
of  the  unexpected  length  of  our  abfence.  The 
fwivels  fired  from  our  boat  and  that  of  the  Chat¬ 
ham’s  the  morning  after  our  departure,  were 
heard  on  board,  and  were  the  caufe  of  much  alarm 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  our 
return.  Such  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  fe- 
veral  common  occupations  going  forward  when 
I  left  the  flilps,  that  I  had  the  fatisfaCiion  to  find 
every  thing  accomplifhed.  But  from  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  I  underfi:ood,  that  the  weather  had  been  fd 
unfavorable  to  our  aftronomical  purfults,  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  lunar  diftances^ 
though  he  had  fucceeded  in  afeertaining  the  rate 
of  the  chronometers.  Having,  however^  acquired 
fufficient  authoritv  of  this  nature  for  correClin^ 

V  O 

our  furvey,  and  carrying  it  further  into  execution, 
I  determined  to  depart  as  foon  as  the  weather 
fhould  break  up.  This  did  not  happen  until 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  17th;  when  the  tents 
and  obfervatory  were  re-embarked,  and  every 
thing  got  in  readinefs  for  failing  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Friday  the  l6th.  A  light  air  from  the  S. 
E.  and  pleafant  weather,  favored  our  departure  ;> 
and  about  breakfaft  time,  the  fliip  arriving  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port,  I  landed  on  the  eaft  end 
of  ProteClion  iflaiid,  in  order,  from  its  eminence,' 
to  take  a  more  accurate  view  of  the  furrounding' 
ihores.  In  moft  direCtionS;  They  feemed  much 
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broken,  particularlj  in  the  northern  quarter, 
being  there  occupied  by  an  archipelago  of  iflands 
of  various  fizes.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  di- 
redled  Mr.  Broughton  to  ufc  his  endeavours,  in 
the  Chatham,  to  acquire  fome  information  in 
that  line,  whilft  I  continued  my  examination 
with  the  Difcovery  up  the  inlet  which  we  had 
difcovered  in  the  boats,  to  the  eaftward  of  Foul- 
weather  bluff ;  appointing  the  firft  inlet  to  the 
fouth- eaftward  of  that  point  on  the  ftarboard,  or 
continental  fhore,  as  our  place  of  rendezvous. 
We  parted  about  noon  in  pleafant  weather,  and 
with  a  fine  breeze  diredted  our  veffels  agreeably 
to  our  refpeclive  purfuits. 

As  a  more  particular  defcrlptlon  of  port  Dlfco- 
coverj^  and  the  furrounding  country  would  have 
interfered  with  our  primary  objeft  of  afcertalnlng 
the  boundary  of  this  coaft,  I  fliall  referve  it  for 
the  fubjeft  of  the  following  fliort  chapter  ;  and 
lhall  conclude  this  with  fuch  aftronomical  and 
nautical  obfcrvations  as  circumftances  permitted 
us  to  make  wdillft  in  port,  as  well  as  thofe  made 
previous  to  our  arrival  and  after'  our  departure  ; 
which  have  affifted  in  fixing  its  longitude,  as 
w^ell  as  that  of  the  exterior  coaft  of  New  Al¬ 
bion  fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino. 

A  part  of  this  coaft,  prior  to  our  vlfit,  had 
been  feen  by  different  navigators,  and  the  pofi- 
lion  of  certain  hcad^  lands,  capes,  &c.  given  to 
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the  world.  Several  of  thefe  I  have  found  my- 
felf  under  the  neceffity  of  placing  in  different 
latitudes  and  longitudes,  as  well  thofe  feen  by 
Captain  Cook,  as  others  laid  dow  n  by  the  diffe¬ 
rent  vlfitors  who  have  follow  ed  him.  This,  how- 
ever>  I  have  not  prefumed  to  do,  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fuperior  abilities  as  an  aftronomer, 
or  integrity  as  an  hiftorian ;  but  from  the  con-^ 
vidllon,  that  no  one  of  my  predeceffors  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  fo  fa\^orabIe  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  examination :  under  the  happy  cir- 
cumftances  of  which  I  have  been  induced  to  af- 
lign,  to  the  feveral  confpicuous  head  lands,  points, 
&c.  the  pofitions  afcertained  by  the  refult  of  our 
feveral  obfervations ;  from  which,  as  it  evidently 
appeared  that  our  chronometer  had  materially 
accelerated  on  its  Otaheltean  rate,  it  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  ftate  the  mode  I  adopted  for  the 
correftion  of  that  error. 

In  our  paffage  towards,  and  during  our  ftay 
amongft,  the  Sandwich  iflands,  the  chronometer, 
agreeably  to  its  Otaheitean  rate>  feemed  to  have 
been  accurate  to  a  fcrupulous  degree  of  nicety ; 
but,  by  fome  obfervations  made  prior  to  the  20th 
of  March,  it  appeared  to  have  deviated  manifeftly 
from  the  truth.  The  obfervations  made  on  that 
day  were  the  moft  remote  ones  I  made  ufe  of 
on  this  occafion  ;  and,  by  the  mean  refult  of  all 
made  fince  In  port  Difeovery,  inftead  of  the  chro-^ 
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nomcter  gaming  at  the  rate  of  4^^  3^''"'  per  day- 
only,  it  was  found  to  be  gaining  1 55^^''  per 
day ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  allowance  of 
the  former  rate,  from  the  26th  of  March  to  our 
arrival  on  the  coaft,  it  was  increafed  to  8^^  per 
day  ;  and  from  the  17th  of  April,  1 30''^''  were 
allowed  as  the  rate  of  the  chronometer,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  all  our  obfervations  from  that 
period  to  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery ;  which 
medium,  I  truft,  will  hereafter  be  found  fully  to 
anfwer  my  expectations.  The  following'  will 
ferve  to  exhibit  the  different  obfervations  made 
to  eftablifh  this  point,  comprehending  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twxnty  fets  of  lunar  dlftances,  each  fet 
containing  fix  obfervations,  taken  by  the  feveral 
officers  and  gentlemen  on  board,  as  follow : 

Mr.  Puget,  nine  fets  taken  between 
the  28th  March  and’Qth  of  April  237°  19^  5^^ 
Mr.  Whidbey,  fifty-eight  ditto,  the 

26th  March  and  12th  of  June  237°  38^^ 

'Mr.  Orchard,  fifty- three  ditto,  ditto  23/°  22'' 

Mr.  J.  Stewart,  tw^enty-four  ditto, 
the  27th  of  March  and  29th  of 
April  -  ^  -  237^  25^  50^^ 

Mr.  Ballard,  thirty-eight  ditto,  ditto  237°  22^  ]  3^' 
Myfelf  thirty-eight  ditto,  the  28th 

of  March  and  5  th  of  May  237°  2T  9^^ 
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Hence  the  longitude  of  the  obfer- 
vatory  deduced  from  the  mean 
refult  of  the  above  obferved  dif- 
tances  of  the  C  a  ®  and  ftars, 
was  ...  237°  22" 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery, 
the  chronometer,  by  the  Portf- 
mouth  rate,  on  the  4  th  of  May, 

Ihewed  -  -  23  7°  5  P 

By  the  Otaheitean  rate  -  235°  5 

Mr.  Arnold’s  chronometer  on  board 
the  Chatham,  by  the  Otaheitean 
rate  -  -  -  235°  27" 


From  the  above  obfervations,  and  nine  days 
correfponding  altitudes,  Kendal’s  chronometer 
was  found,  on  the  ]  3th  of  May  at  noon,  to  be 
fafi:  of  mean  time  at  Grenwich  45"  46^^,  and  to 
be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  1 1^'  55""" 
per  day.  By  the  fame  obfervations,  Mr.  Ar-  ^ 
nold’s,  on  the  13th  of  May  at  noon,  was  faft  of 
mean  time  at  Greenwich  2^  50"  40^',  and  was 
gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  27^^  per  day. 

•  The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory,  by 
the  mean  refult  of  nine  meridian 
altitudes,  was  -  -  -  48®  2'’  30^^ 
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The  variation,  by  all  our  compafles, 
in  eleven  fets  of  azimuths,  differ¬ 
ing  from  20^  to  20®,  gave  their 
mean  refult  -  -  21®  30' 


The  vertical  inclination  of  the  mag¬ 
netic  needle. 

Marked  end  North  face  Eaft  -  73®  50' 

Ditto  Weft  -  75®  57' 

Ditto  South  face  Eaft  -  72®  17' 

Ditto  Weft  -  75®  55' 


Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  North 

point  of  the  marine  dipping  needle  74°  30' 


In  port  Difcovery,  the  tide  was  obferved  to 
flow  on  the  full  of  the  moon,  about  ten  feet ; 
and  was  high  water  3^  50^  after  the  moon  pafled 
the  meridian. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

\ 

T)efcrtption  of-  Tort  'Dlfcovery  and  the  adjacent 
Country —Its  Inhahitants — Method  of  depofthig 
the  Dead — Conjedfures  relative  to  the  apparent 
Depopulation  of  the  Country, 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  relate  fuch  matters 
refpe<3:ing  the  country  of  New  Albion  as  ap¬ 
peared  intitled  to  notice,  and  which  are  not  in- 
ferted  in  the  preceding  narrative. 

.  Port  Difeovery,  already  mentioned  as  a  per¬ 
fectly  fafe  and  convenient  harbour,  has  its  outer 
points  1 1  miles  afunder,  bearing  from  each  other 
S.  03  W.  and  N.  03  E.  ;  its  entrance  is  fituated 
.  in  latitude  48^  longitude  23  7''  whence 

the  port  firfb  takes  a  direction  S.  30  E.  about 
eight  miles,  and  then  terminates  S.  W.  by  W. 
about  a  league  further.  If  it  lies  under  any  dif¬ 
ad  vantage,  it  is  in  its  great  depth  of  w^ater ;  in 
which  refpeCt,  however,  we  found  no  inconve¬ 
nience,  as  the  bottom  was  exceedingly  good 
holding  ground,  and  free  from  rocks.  Towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbour  it  is  of  lefs  depth  ; 
but  I  faw  no  fituation  more  eligible  than  that  in 
which  the  Vcffels  rode,  off  the  firft  low  fandy 
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point  on  the  weftern  fhore,  about  4i  miles  with¬ 
in  the  entrance.  Here  our  wooding,  watering, 
brewing,  and  all  other  operations  were  carried  on 
with  the  utmofl  facility  and  convenience.  The 
fhores  of  Protedlion  illand  form  on  its  fouth  fide, 
which  is  about  two  miles  long,  a  moft  excellent 
roadftead,  and  a  channel  into  port  Difcovery, 
near  two  miles  wide  on  either  fide,  without  any 
interruption,  which,  with  other  nautical  parti- 
oculars,  are  exhibited  in  the  chart. 

The  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port 
may  generally  be  confidered  of  a  moderate  height, 
although  bounded  on  the  weft  fide  by  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  to  which  the  land  from  the 
water’s  edge  rifes  in  a  pleafmg  diverfity  by  hills 
of  gradual  afcent.  The  fnow  on  thefe  hills  pro¬ 
bably  diflblves  as  the  fummer  advances,  for  pine 
trees  were  produced  on  their  very  fummits.  On 
the  fea  fliore  the  land  generally  terminated  in 
low  fandy  cliffs ;  though  in  fome  fpaces  of  con- 
fiderable  extent  it  ran  nearly  level  from  high 
water  mark.  The  foil  for  the  moft  part  is  a  light 
fandy  loam,  in  feveral  places  of  A^ery  confiderable 
depth,  and  abundantly  mixed  with  decayed  ve¬ 
getables.  The  vigour  and  luxuriance  of  its  pro- 
dudlions  proved  it  to  be  a  rich  fertile  mould, 
which  poffibly  might  be  confiderably  improved 
by  the  addition  of  the  calcareous  matter  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  marrow  ftone  that  prefented  itfelf  in 
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many  places.  In  rcfped:  to  its  mineral  produc¬ 
tions  no  great  variety  was  obferved.  Iron  ore, 
in  its  various  forms,  was  generally  found ;  and 
from  the  weight  and  magnetic  qualities  of  fom(^ 
fpecimens,  appeared  tolerably  rich,  particularly 
a  kind  that  much  refembled  the  blood  ftone. 
Thefe,  with  quartz,  agate,  the  common  flint, 
and  a  great  intermixture  of  other  filicious  matter, 
(moft  of  the  flones  we  met  with  being  of  that 
clafs)  with  fome  variety  of  calcareous,  magne- 
fian,  and  argilaceous  earths,  were  the  mineral 
productions  generally  found. 

The  parts  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  applicable 
to  ufeful  purpofes  appeared  to  grow  very  luxuri¬ 
antly,- and  conflfled  of  the  Canadian  and  Nor¬ 
wegian  hemlock,  filver  pines,  the  Tacamahac 
and  Canadian  poplar,  arbor-vitse,  common  yew, 
black  and  common  dwarf  oak,  American  afh, 
common  hazel,  fyeamore,  fugar,  mountain,  and 
Penfylvanian  maple,  oriental  arbutus,  American 
alder,  and  common  willow ;  thefe,  with  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  alder,  fmall  fruited  crab,  and  Penfylva¬ 
nian  cherry  trees,  conftituted  the  forefls,  which 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  encumbered,  than 
adorned,  wdth  underwood ;  although  there  were 
feveral  places  where,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  the  tra¬ 
veller  might  pafs  without  being  in  the  leaft  in¬ 
commoded,  excepting  by  the  undecayed  trunks 
of  trees  which  had  fallen.  Of  efculent  vegetables 


I 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  303 

we  found  but  few ;  the  white  or  dead  nettle,  and 
lamphire,  were  rnofl  common  ;  the  wild  orache, 
vulgarly  called  fat-hen,  with  the  vetch.  Two 
or  three  forts  of  wild  peas,  and  the  common 
hedge  muftard,  were  frequently  though  not  al¬ 
ways  met  with,  and  were  confidered  by  us  as  ex¬ 
cellent  of  their  kinds,  and  ferved  to  relifh  our 
fait  provifions,  on  which,  with  a  very  fcanty 
fupply  of  filh,  all  hands  fubfifted.  Amongft  the 
more  minute  productions,  Mr.  Menzies  found 
conftant  amufement ;  and,  I  believe,  was  enabled 
to  make  fome  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  plants. 

The  knowledge  we  acquired  of  the  animal, 
kingdom  was  very  imperfeCl.  The  fkins  of  the 
animals  already  noticed  were  fuch  as  are  corn- 
found  amongft  the  inhabitants  on  the  fea 
coafts  under  the  fame  parallel,  and  towards 
Nootka ;  thefe  were  moftly  of  the  coarfer  and 
more  common  forts.  Garments  of  fea  otter 
fkins  were  not  worn,  nor  did  many  fuch  fkins 
appear  amongft  the  inhabitants.  The  only  liv¬ 
ing  quadrupeds  we  faw,  were  a  black  bear,  two 
or  three  wild  dogs,  about  as  many  rabbits,  feve- 
ral  fmall  brown  fquirrels,  rats,  mice,  and  the 
fkunk,  whofe  effluvia  were  the  moft  intolerable 
and  offenfive  I  ever  experienced. 

Few  of  the  feathered  tribe  were  procured,  al¬ 
though,  on  our  firft  arrival,  the  aquatic  birds 
were  fo  numerous,  that  w^e  expeCted  a  profufe 
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fupply  of  wild  fowl ;  but  thefe  were  all  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  fhy  and  w^atchful,  that  our  guns  feldom 
reached  them ;  and,  on  being  fired  at,  they  dif- 
appeared.  About  the  fhores  and  on  the  rocks, 
wx  found  fomc  fpecies  of  the  tern,  the  common 
gull,  fea  pigeon  of  Newfoundland,  curlews,  fand- 
larks,  fliags,  and  the  black  fea  pye,  like  thofe  in 
New  Holland  and  New  Zealand ;  thefe  were 
however  not  fo  abundant  as  the  others.  Nor 
did  the  woods  appear  to  be  much  reforted  to  by 
the  feathered  race ;  two  or  three  fpruce  par¬ 
tridges  had  been  feen ;  with  few  in  point  of 
number,  and  little  variety,  of  fmall  birds : 
amongfi:  which  the.  humming  birds  bore  a  great 
proportion.  At  the  outlkirts  of  the  wxods,  and 
about  the  w^ater  fide,  the  white  headed  and  brown 
eagle ;  ravens,  carrion  crowds,  American  king’s 
fiflier,  and  a  very  handfome  woodpecker,  were 
feen  in  numbers ;  and  in  addition  to  thefe  on 
he  low  projecting  points,  and  open  places  in  the 
woods,  wc  frequently  faw^  a  bird  with  which  wx. 
were  wholly  unacquainted,  though  we  confidered 
.  it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  crane  or  heron  ;  fome  of 
their  eggs  were  found  of  a  blulfli  caft,  confide- 
rably  larger  than  that  of  a  turkey,  and  wxll  tailed . 
Thefe  birds  have  remarkably  long  legs  and  necks, 
and  their  bodies  feemed  to  equal  in  fize  the 
largeft  turkey.  Their  plumage  is  uniformly  of  a 
light  brown,  and  when  ereft,  their  height,  on  a 
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moderate  computation,  could  not  be  •  Icfs  ■  than 
four  feet.  They  feemed  to  prefer  open  fituations, 
and  ufed  no  endeavours  to  hide  or  fcrcen  them- 
felves  from  our  fght,  but  were  too  vigilant  to 
allow  our  fportfmen  taking  them  by  furprife* 
Some  blue,  and  fome  nearly  white  herons  oi  the 
common  fize  were  alfo  feen. 

The  fea  was  not  much  more  bountiful  to,  us 

•  i 

of  its  animal  productions  than  was  its  fiiores. 
The  fcanty  fupply  of  fifh  we  were  enabled  to 
procure,  confifted  in  general  of  the  common  forts 
of  fmall  flat-fifh,  elephant  fifli,  fea  bream,  fea 
perch,  a  large  fort  of  fculpin,  fome  weighing  fix 
or  eight  pounds,  with  a  greenifli  colour'  about 
their  throat,  belly,  and  gills ;  thefe  were  very 
coarfe,  but  no  ill  efrefe  were  confequent  on  eat¬ 
ing  them.  The  above,  with  a  few  trout,  a  fmall 
fort  of  eel  extremely  well  tafted,  of  a  yellowiflh 
green  colour,  were  the  filhes  we  moft  generally 
caught.  A  fmall  common  black  fnake,  a  few 
lizards  and  frogs,  together  with  a  variety  of  com¬ 
mon  infects,  none  of  which  could  be  confidered 
as  very  troublefome,  were  the  only  creatures  of 
the  reptile  tribe  we  obforved. 

This  country,  regarded  in  an  agricultural  point 
of  view,  I  fliould  conceive  is  capable  of  high  im¬ 
provement,  notwithftanding  the  foil  in  general 
may  be  confidered  to  be  light  and  fandy.  Its 
fpontaneous  produftions  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

woods 
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woods  arc  nearly  the  fame,  and  grow  in  equal 
luxuriance  with  thole  under  a  fimilar  parallel  in 
Europe ;  favoring  the  hope,  that  if  nutritious 
exotics  were  introduced  and  carefully  attended 
to,  they  would  fucceed  in  the  higheft  degree. 
The  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  forward- 
nefs  of  every  fpecies  of  plants,  afforded  ftrong 
grounds  in  fupport  of  this  opinion. 

The  interruptions  we  experienced  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  ferenity  of  the  weather,  w^re  probably  no 
more  than  wxre  abfolutely  requifite  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  to  bring  forward  the  annual  produc¬ 
tions.  Thefc  were  attended  with  no  violence  of 
wind,  and  the  rain  which  fell,  although  dlfagree- 
able  to  travellers,  was  not  fo  heavy  as  to  beat 
down  and  deftroy  the  firft  efforts  of  vegetation. 
Under  all  thefe  favorable  circumftances,  the 
country  yet  labours  under  one  material  difadvan- 
tage  in  the  fcarcity  of  frefli  water.  The  ftreams 
however  that  we  met  with  appeared  fufiicient  to 
anfwer  all  purpofes,  in  the  domeftic  oeconomy 
of  life,  to  a  very  numerous  body  of  inhabitants  : 
and,  were  the  country  cleared  and  fearched, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  variety  of  eligible 
fituatioiis  might  be  found  for  eftablifliments, 
where,  with  proper  exertions,  wholefome  water 
rriight  be  procured. 

What  the  low  country  before  us  toward  the 
range  of  hiowy  mountains  may  produce,  remains 

for 
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for  future  Inveftigation  ;  but  judging  from  w  hat 
we  had  feen,  it  feemed  more  than  probable,  that 
thofe  natural  channels  of  the  fea  wind  in  ¥a- 
rious  diredlions ;  and  that  they  are  capable  of 
affording  great  advantages  to  commercial  pur- 
fuits,  by  opening  communications  with  parts  of 
the  interior  country  commodiouily  and  delight¬ 
fully  fituated.  The  great  depth  of  v/ater  may 
be  offered  as  an  infiiperable  objedlion ;  yet,  on  a 
more  minute  examination,  it  is  likely  that  many 
eligible  and  convenient  flopping  places  might  be 
found  for  the  fecurity  of  fuch  veflels  as  would 
neceffarily  be  employed  in  thofe  occupations. 

Having  confidered  with  impartiality  the  ex¬ 
cellencies  and  dcfedls  of  this  country,  as  far  as 
came  under  our  obfervation,  it  now  remains  to 
add  a  few  w^ords  on  the  charadler  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

None  being  refident  in  port  Dlfcovcry,  and 
our  Intercourfe  with  them  having  been  very  con¬ 
fined,  the  knowledge  we  may  have  acquired  of 
them,  their  manners,  and  cuftoms,  muft  necef¬ 
farily  be  very  limited,  and  our  conclufions  drawn 
chiefly  from  comparlfon.  Froi.'i  New  Dunge- 
nefs  we  traverfed  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  their  fhores  without  feeing  that  number 
of  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  came  within  our 
notice  fo  nearly  refembled  the  people  of  Nootka, 
that  the  befl  delineation  I  can  offer  is  a  reference 


to 
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to  the  defcription  of  thoie  people,  which  has  be¬ 
fore  been  fo  aWy  and  with  fo  much  juftice^ given 
to  the  public.^  The  only  difference  I  obferved 
was,  that  in  their  ftature  they  did  not  generally 
appear  quite  fo  ftout ;  and  in  their  habits  were 
Icfs  filthy ;  for  though  thefe  people  adorn  their 
perfbns  with  the  fame  fort  of  paint,  yet  it  is  not 
laid  on  in  that  abundance,  nor  do  they  load  their 
hair  with  that  immenfe  quantity  of  oil  and  co¬ 
louring  matter,  which  is  fo  cuftomary  amongft 
the  people  of  Nootka  ;  their  hair,  as  before  men¬ 
tioned,  being  in  general  neatly  combed  and  tied 
behind. 

In  their  weapons,  implements,  canoes,  and 
ditifs,  they  vary  little.  Their  native  woollen 
garment  was  moft  in  fafhlon,  next  to  it  the  fkins 
of  deer,  bear,  &c. ;  a  few  wore  drefles  manufac¬ 
tured  from  bark,  which,  like  their  woollen  ones, 
were  very  neatly  wrought. 

Their  fpears,  arrow^s,  fifhgigs,  and  other  wea¬ 
pons,  were  fbaped  exaflly  like  thofe  of  Nootka  ; 
but  none  wx‘re  pointed  with  copper,  or  wdth 
mufcle  fbell.  The  three  former  were  generally 
barbed,  and  thafe  pointed  with  common  flint, 
agate,  and  Bene,  feemed  of  their  original  work- 
manfliip.  Yet  more  of  their  arrows  were  ob¬ 
ferved  to  be  pointed  with  thin  flat  iron,  than 
with  bone  or  flint,  and  it  was  very  Angular  that 

*  Vide  Captain  Cook’s  lafl  Voyage. 
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they  (hould  prefer  exchanging  thofe  pointed  with 
iron  to  any  of  the  others.  Their  bows  were  of 
a  fuperior  conftrudlion :  tbefe  In  general  wxrc 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  length  ;  the 
broadeft  part  in  the  middle  was  about  an  inch 
and  a  half,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
thick,  neatly  made,  gradually  tapering  to  each 
end,  which  terminated  in  a  flioulder  and  a  hook, 
for  the  fecurlty  of  the  bow  firing.  They  were 
all  made  of  yew,  and  chofen  wdth  a  naturally  in¬ 
verted  curve  fuited  to  the  method  of  ufing  them. 
From  end  to  end  of  the  concave  fide,  which 
when  firung  became  the  convex  part,  a  very 
firong  firip  of  an  elafilc  hide  is  attached  to  fome, 
and  the  fkins  of  ferpents  to  others,  exa<fily  the 
fhape  and  length  of  the  bow,  neatly  and  firmly 
affixed  to  the  wood  by  means  of  a  cement,  the 
adhefive  property  of  which  I  never  faw,  or  heard 
of  being,  equalled.  It  is  not  to  be  afiefted  by 
cither  dry  or  damp  weather,  and  forms  fo  firong 
a  connecfilon  with  the  w^ood,  as  to  prevent  a  re¬ 
paration  without  defiroying  the  component  parts 
of  both.  The  bow  firing  is  made  of  the  finew 
of  fome  marine  animal  laid  loofe,  in  order  to  be 
twified  at  pleafure,  as  the  temperature  of  the  at* 
mofphere  may  require  to  preferve  it  at  a  proper 
length.  Thus  Is  this  very  neat  little  w^eapon 
rendered  portable,  elafiic,  and  effedlive  in  the 
higheft  degree,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by 

the 
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the  dexterity  with  which  it  was  ufed  by  one  of 
the  natives  at  port  Difeovery.  '  . 

We  had  little  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  fa- 
tisfadlory  information  with  regard  to  the  public 
regulations,  or  private  (economy,  of  thefe  people. 
The  fituation  and  appearance  of  the  places  we 
found  them  generally  inhabiting,  indicated  their 
being  much  accuftomed  to  a  change  of  refidence ; 
the  deferted  villages  tended  to  ftrengthen  the  con- 
jedlure  of  their  being  w^anderers.  Territorial  pro¬ 
perty  appeared  to  be  of  little  importance ;  there 
was  plenty  of  room  for  their  fixed  habitations, 
and  thofe  of  a  temporary  nature,  which  we  now 
found  them  moftly  to  occupy,  being  principally 
compofed  of  crofs  flicks,  covered  with  a  ^few 
mats,  as  eafily  found  a  fpot  for  their  eredllon,  as 
they  were  removed  from  one  flation  to  another, 
either  as  inclination  might  lead,  or  neceflBty 
compel :  and  having  a  very  extenfive  range  of 
domain,  they  were  not'  liable  to  interruption  or 
oppofition  from  their  few  furrounding  neigh¬ 
bours. 

From  thefe  circurnflances  alone,  it  may  be 
fomewhat  premature  to  conclude  that  this  de¬ 
lightful  country  has  always  been  thus  thinly  in¬ 
habited  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  reafons  to 
believe  it  has  been  infinitely  more  populous. 
Each  of  the  deferted  villages  was  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  contain  all  the  fcattered  inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants  we  faw,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Nootka  people ;  to  whom  thefe  have  great  affi¬ 
nity  in  their  perfons,  faffiions,  wants,  comforts, 
conftrudlion  of  thefe  their  fixed  habitations,  and 
in  their  general  character.  It  is  alfo  poffible, 

'  that  moft  of  the  clear  fpaces  may  have  been  in¬ 
debted,  for  the  removal  of  their  timber  and  un¬ 
derwood,  to  manual  labour.  Their  general  ap¬ 
pearance  furniffied  this  opinion,  and  their  fitua- 
tion  on  the  mofi:  pleafant  and  commanding  emi¬ 
nences,  protected  by  the  forefl:  on  every  fide, 
except  that  which  would  have  precluded  a  view 
of  the  fea,  feemed  to  encourage  the  idea.  Not 
many  years  fince,  each  of  thefe  vacant  places 
might  have  been  allotted  to  the  habitations  of 
different  focleties,  and  the  variation  obferved  in 
their  extent  might  have  been  conformable  to  the 
fize  of  each  village  ;  on  the  fcite  of  which,  fmce 
their  abdication,  or  extermination,  nothing  but 
the  fmaller  fhrubs  and  plants  had  yet  been  able 
to  rear  their  heads. 

Incur  different  excurfions,. particularly  thofe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  port  Dlfcovery,  the  fcull, 
limbs,  ribs,  and  back  bones,  or  feme  other  vef- 
tlges  of  the  human  body,^  were  found  in  many 
places  promlfcuoufly  fcattered  about  the  beach, 
in  great  numbers.  Similar  relics  were  alfo  fre¬ 
quently  met  with  during  our  furvey  in  the  boats; 

and 
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and  I  was  informed  by  the  officers,  that  in  their 
feveral  perambulations,  the  like  appearances  had 
prcfcnted  themfelves  fo  repeatedly,  and  in  fuch 
abundance,  as  to  produce  an  idea. that  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  port  Difcovery  were  a  general  cemetery 
for  the  whole  of  the  furrounding  country »  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  cireumftances  do  not  amount 
to  a  dlreft  proof  of  the  extenfive  population  they 
indicate,  yet,  when  combined  with  other  ap¬ 
pearances,  they  warranted  an  opinion,  that  at  no 
very  remote  period  this  country  had  been  far 
more  populous  than  at  prefent.  Some  of  the 
human  bodies  were  found  difpofed  of  in  a  very 
fingular  manner.  Canoes  were  fuipended  be- 
tvveen  two  or  more  trees  about  twelve  feet  from 
the  ground,  in  which  were  the  ffieletons  of  two 
or  three  perfons ;  others  of  a  larger  iize  were 
hauled  up  into  the  outffiirts  of  the  woods,  which 
contained  from  four  to  feven  ffieletons  covered 
over  with  a  broad  plank.  In  fome  of  thefe 
broken  bows  and  arrows  were  found,  which  at 
firft  gave  rife  to  a  conjefture,  that  thefe  might 
liave  been  warriors,  who  after  being  mortally 
wounded,  had,  whilft  their  ftrength  remained, 
hauled  up  their  canoes  for  the  purpofe  of  expiring 
quietly  in  them.  But  on  a  further  examination 
this  became  improbable,  as.  it  would  hardly  have 
been  poffible  to  have  preferved  the  regularity  of 
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pofition  in  the  agonies  of  death,  or  to  have  de¬ 
fended  their  fepulchres  with  the  broad  plank  with 
which  each  was  covered. 

The  few  fkeletons  we  faw  fo  carefully  depo- 
fited  in  the  canoes,  were  probably  the  chiefs, 
priefts,  or  leaders  of  particular  tribes,  wdiofe  fol¬ 
lowers  moft  likely  continue  to  poiTefs  the  higheft 

I 

refpedl  for  their  memory  and  remains :  and  the 
general  knowledge  1  had  obtained  from  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  regard  w  hich  all  favage  nations  pay 
to  their  funeral  folemnities,  made  me  particu¬ 
larly  folicitous  to  prevent  any  indignity  from 
being  wantonly  ofrered  to  their  departed  friends. 
Balkets  w^ere  alfo  found  fufpended  on  high  trees, 
each  containing  the  Iteleton  of  a  young  child  ; 
in  fome  of  which  were  alfo  fmali  fquare  boxes 
filled  with  a  kind  of  wdiite  pafte,  refcmbling  fuch 
as  I  had  feen  the  natives  eat,  fuppofed  to  be 
made  of  the  faranne  root ;  fome  of  thefe  boxes 
wxre  quite  full,  others  w^ere  nearly  empty,  eaten 
probably  by  the  mice,  fquirrcls,  or  birds.  On 
the  next  low  point,  fouth  of  our  encampment, 
wdiere  the  gunners  were  airing  the  powder,  they 
met  wath  feveral  holes  in  which  human  bodies 
were  interred  fiightly  covered  over,  and  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ftates  of  decay,  fome  appearing  to  have 
been  very  recently  depofited.  About  halt  a  mile 
to  the  northward  of  our  tents,  where  the  land  is 
nearly  level  w'ith  high  w^ater  mark,  a  few^  paces 

VoL.  If.  I  within 
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within  the  fkirting  of  the  wood,  a  canoe  was 
found  fufpendcd  between  two  trees,  in  which 
■were  three  human  ilecletons ;  and  a  few  paces  to 
the  right  was  a  cleared  place  of  nearly  forty  yards 
round  ;  where,  from  the  frefli  appearance  of  the 
burnt  ftumps,  moft  of  its  vegetable  produdlions 
had  very  latel}^  been  confumed  by  fire.  Amongfi: 
the  aflies  wc  found  the  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
of  near  twenty  perfous  in  different  ftages  of  cal¬ 
cination  ;  the  fire,  however,  had  not  reached  the 
fufpendcd  canoe,  nor  did  it  appear  to  have  been 
intended  that  it  fliould.  The  fleeletons  found 
thus  difpofed,  in  canoes,  or  in  bafieets,  bore  a 
very  fmall  proportion  to  the  number  of  fculls 
and  other  human  bones  indifcriminately  fcatter- 
cd  about  the  Coores.  Such  are  the  eftedts  ;  but 
of  the  caufe  or  caufes  that  have  operated  to 
produce  them,  we  remained  totally  unacquaint¬ 
ed  ;  whether  occafioned  by  epidemic  difeafe,  or 
recent  wars.  The  charadler  and  general  deport¬ 
ment  of  the  few  inhabitants  wx  occafionally  faw, 
hy  no  means  countenanced  the  latter  opinion  ; 
they  were  uniformly  civil  and  friendly,  without 
manifeftlng  the  leafl  fign  of  fear  or  fufpicion  at 
our  approach  ;  nor  did  their  appearance  indicate 
their  having  been  much  inured  to  hoftilities. 
Several  of  their  ftouteft  men  had  been  feen  per- 
fedlly  naked,  and  contrary  to  what  might  have 
been  expcdled  of  rude  nations  habituated  to  war¬ 
fare. 
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fare,  their  ikins  were  moftly  unblemifhed  by 
fears,  excepting  fuch  as  the  fmall  pox  feemed  to 
have  occafioned ;  a  difeafe  which  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe  is  very  fatal  amongft  them.  It 
is  not,  however,  very  eafy  to  draw  any  juft  con- 
clufions  on  the  true  caufe  from  which  this  havoc 
of  the  human  race  proceeded  :  this  muft  remain 
for ,  the  inveftigation  of  others  who  may  have 
more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportunity,  to  direeft 
fuch  an  inquiry  :  yet  it  may  not  be  unrcafonable 
to  conjedure,  that  the  prefent  apparent  depopu¬ 
lation  may  have  arifen  in  fome  meafure  from  the 
inhabitants  of  this  interior  part  having  been  in¬ 
duced  to  quit  their  former  abode,  and  to  have 
moved  nearer  the  exterior  coaft  for  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  obtaining  in  the  immediate  mart,  with 
more  eafe  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  thofe  valuable 
articles  of  commerce,  that  within  thefe  late 
years  have  been  brought  to  the  fea  coafts  of  this 
continent  by  Europeans  and  the  citizens  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  are  in  great  eftimation  amongft 
thefe  people,  being  poffeffed  by  all  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree.  , 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

I 

Knter  Admiralty  Inlet — —Anchor  off  Rejloration 
Point — Viftt  an  Indian  Village — Account  of  yJ- 
veral  boat  Excurjtons — Proceed  to  another  Part 
of  the  Inlet — Take  PoJJeffion  of  the  Country, 

f 

Agreeably  to  the  propofed  deftination 
of  each  velfel,  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham, 
at  noon,  on  Friday  the  18th  of  May,  diredted 
their, courfe  towards  the  objedls  of  their  refpec- 
tive  purfuits ;  and  as  I  had  already  traced  the 
■weftern  fliore  in  the  boats,  we  now  kept  the  eaf- 
tern  fide  on  board,  w^hich,  like  the  other,  abounds 
with  thofe  verdant  open  places  that  have  been  fo 
repeatedly  noticed.  On  one  of  thefe  beautiful 
lawns,  nearly  a  league  within  the  entrance  of  the 
inlet,  about  thirty  of  the  natives  came  from  the 
furrounding  woods,  and  attentively  noticed  us  as 
we  failed  along.  We  did  not  dlfcover  any  ha¬ 
bitations  near  them,  nor  did  we  fee  any  canoes 
on  the  beach.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lawn, 
were  many  uprights  in  the  ground,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  formerly  been  the  fuppor- 
ters  of  their  large  wooden  houfes.  We  ufed  our 
endeavours  to  invite  thefe  good  people  on  board, 

but 
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but  without  efFed:.  After  advancing  ab'out  four 
leagues  up  the  inlet,  the  pleafant  gale,  which  had 
attended  us  from  the  N.  W.  died  away,  and  a 
flirong  ebb  making  againft  us,  vve  were  compel¬ 
led  to  anchor  for  the  night,  in  18  fathoms  wa¬ 
ter,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore  : 
Marrow-Stone  point  bearing  by  compafs  N.  sO 
W.  ;  the  N.  E.  point  of  Oak-cove  S.  48  W.  ; 
and  Foulweather  bluff  S.  51  E.  I 

During  the  night,  we  had  a  gentle  foutherly 
breeze,  attended  by  a  fog  which  continued  until 
nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  IQth,  when 
it  w^as  difperfed  by  a  return  of  the  N.  W.  wind,  j 

^  i 

with  which  we  purfued  our  route  up  the  inlet ; 
our  progrefs  w^as,  how^ever,  foon  retarded  by  the  ! 

fore-topfail  yard  giving  way  in  the  flings  ;  on  ex-  I 

amination  it  appeared  to  have  been  in  a  defedive 
date  fome  time.  The  fpare  fore-topfail  yard  was 
alfo  very  imperfed  ;  which  obliged  us  to  get  the 
fpare  maln-topfail  yard  up  in  its  room  ;  and  it 
was  a  very  fortunate  circumftance,  that  thefc 
defeds  were  difeovered  in  a  country  abounding 
with  materials  to  which  we  could  re  fort ;  hav¬ 
ing  only  to  make  our  choice  from  amongft  thoii- 
fands  of  the  fineft  fpars  the  w'orld  produces. 

To  deferibe  the  beauties  of  this  region,  will, 
on  fome  future  occafion,  be  a  very  grateful  tafic 
to  the  pen  of  a  fkilful  panegyrift.  The  ferenity 
of  the  climate,  the  innumerable  pleafmg  land- 

I  3  fcapes. 
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fcapes,  and  the  abundant  fertility  that  unaffifted 
nature  puts  forth,  require  only  to  be  enriched 
by  the  induftry  of  man  with  villages,  manfions, 
cottages,  and  other  buildings,'  to  render  it  the 
moft  lovely  country  that  can  be  imagined  ;  whilft 
the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  amply  re¬ 
warded,  in  the  bounties  which  nature  feems 
readv  to  beftow  on  cultivation. 

About  noon,  we  paffed  an  inlet  on  the  lar¬ 
board  or  eaftern  Ihore,  which  fecmed  to  ftretch 
far  to  the  northward ;  but,  as  it  w^as  out  of  the 
line  of  our  intended  purfuit  of  keeping  the  con¬ 
tinental  fhore  on  board,  1  continued  our  courfe 
up  the  main  inlet,  which  now  extended  as  far  as, 
from  the  deck,  the  eye  could  reach,  though,  from 
the  maft“head,  intervening  land  appeared,  be¬ 
yond  wdiich  another  high  round  mountain  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow  was  difcovered,  apparently  fitu-' 
ated  feveral  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  mount  Rai¬ 
nier,  and  bearing  by  compafs  S.  22  E.  This  I 
confidered  as  a  further  extenfion  of  the  eaftern 
fnowy  range  ;  but  the  intermediate  mountains, 
connecting  it  with  mount  Rainier,  were  not  fuf- 
ficiently  high  to  be  feen  at  that  diftance.  Hav¬ 
ing  advanced  about  eight  leagues  from  our  lafi: 
night’s  Ration,  wc  arrived  off  a  projecting  point 
of  land,  not  formed  by  a  low  fandy  fpit,  but  rif- 
ing  abruptly  in  a  low  cliff  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  from  the  water-  fide.  Its  furface  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful 
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tiful  meadow  covered  with  luxuriant  hcrba2;e  . 
on  its  wcftern  extreme,  bordering  on  the  woods, 
was  an  Indian  village,  confifting  ct  temporary 
habitations,  from  whence  feveral  ot  the  natives 
affembled  to  view  the  iiiip  as  we  paffed  by ;  but 
none  of  them  ventured  off,  though  feveral  of 
their  canoes  were  feen  on  the  beach.  Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  two  extenfive  branches,  one 
taking  a  fouth-eaftwardly,  the  other  a  fouth- 
weftern  dlredtion.  Near  this  place  was  our  ap¬ 
pointed  rendezvous  with  the  Chatham;  and  under 
a  fmall  ifland  to  the  S.  W.  of  us,  appeared  an  eli¬ 
gible  fpot,  in  which,  with  fecurity,  wx  might 
wait  her  arrival  ;  but,  on  approaching  it,  we 
found  the  depth  of  water  no  where  lefs  than  bo 
fathoms,  within  a  cable’s  length  of  the  fhore. 
This  obliged  us  to  turn  up  towards  the  village 
point,  where  we  found  a  commodious  roadftead  ; 
and  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  anchored 
about  a  mile  from  the  fhore  in  38  fathoms  water. 


black  fand  and  muddy  bottom.  The  village  point 
bore  by  compafs  N.  4.  E.  ;  the  nearefl  cppofite 
Ihore  of  the  main  inlet  N.  52  E.  about  a  league 

O 

diftant ;  and  the  direction  of  its  fouthern  extent 


S.  E.  ;  the  above  iiland  lying  before  the  brancii 
leading  to  the  fouth- weft  ward,  bore  from  S.  30 
E.  to  fouth,  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  and  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  inlet  or  cove,  weft,  about 
the  fame  diftance.  We  had  no  fooncr  anchored 
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than  a  canoe  in  which  were  two  men,  paddled 
round  the  fnip.  We  attempted  to  induce  them, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon,  to  enter 
the  veffel  ;  and  having  fatisfied  their  curioiity, 
they  haftily  returned  to  the  fliore.  Before  the 
evening  clofed  in,  I  proceeded  to  acquire  fome  in¬ 
formation  refpedting  the  fmall  opening  to  the 
weft-ward.  It  was  nearly  dark  before  I  reached 
the  fliore,  which  feemed  to  form  a  fmall  cove 
about  half  a  mile  in  width,  encircled  by  compadt 
fhores,  with  a  clufter  of  rocks  above  water, 
nearly  in  its  centre,  and  little  worthy  of  further 
notice.  Qn  my  return  on  board,  I  directed  that 
a  party,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pu¬ 
get  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  fhould,  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  proceed,  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  for 
a  week,  to  the  examination  of  that  branch  of  the 
inlet  leading  to  the  fouth-weft  ward  ;  keeping  al¬ 
ways  the  ftarboard  or  continental. fliore  on  board  ; 
which  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution,  at 
lour  o’clock  the  next  morning. 

Our  htuatioii  being  fomewhat  incommoded  by 
the  meeting  of  different  tides,  we  moved  nearer 
in,  and  anchored  in  the  fame  depth,  and  on  the 
fame  bottom  as  before,  very  conveniently  to  the 
fliore.  Our  eaftern  view  was  now  bounded  by 
the  range  of  fnowy  mountains  from  mount  Ba¬ 
ker,  bearing  by  compafs  north  to  mount  Rainier^ 
bearing  N.  54  E.  The  new  mountain  was  hid  by 

the 
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the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  low  land  ;  and  the 
intermediate  fnowy  mountains  in  various  rugged 
and  grotefque  fliapes,  were  feen  juft  to  rear  their 
heads  above  the  lofty  pine  trees,  whieh  appear¬ 
ing  to  compofe  one  uninterrupted  foreft,  between 
us  and  the  fnowy  range,  prefented  a  moft  pleaf- 
ing  landfcape ;  nor  was  our  weftern  view  defti- 
tute  of  fmiilar  diverflfication.  The  ridge  of 
mountains  on  which  mount  Olympus  is  fituated, 
whofe  rugged  fummits  were  feen  no  lefs  fanci¬ 
fully  towering  over  the  foreft  than  thofe  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  bounded  to  a  confiderable  extent  out 
weftern  horizon  ;  on  thefe  however,  not  one  con- 
fpicuous  eminence  arofe,  nor  could  we  now  dif- 
tinguifli  that  which  on  the  fea  coaft  appeared  to 
Te  centrally  iituated,  and  forming  an  elegant  bi- 
forked-mountain.  From  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  thefe  ridges  of  mountains,  there  feemed  to  be 
an  extenfive  trad:  of  land  moderately  elevated  and 
beautifully  diverfified  by  pleafmg  inequalities  of 
furface,  enriched  with  every  appearance  of  ferti- 
tility. 

On  Sunday  the  20th,  in  the  meadow  and  about 
the  village  many  of  the  natives  were  feen  mov¬ 
ing  about,  whofe  curiofity  feemed  little  excited 
on  our  account.  One  canoe  only  had  been  near 
us,  from  which  was  thrown  on  board  the  fkiq 
of  fome  fmall  animal,  and  then  it  returned  in- 
ftantly  to  the  fliore. 


Our 
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Our  carpenters  were  bufily  engaged  in  replac- 
ing  the  topfail  yards  with  proper  fpars,  which 
were  conveniently  found  for  that  purpofe.  Some 
beer  was  brewed  from  the  fpruce,  which  was  here 
very  excellent,  and  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  variety  of  other  efl'ential  fervices.  The 
gentle  N.  W.  v/ind  generally  prevailed  in  the 
day,  and  calms,  or  light  foutherly  breezes  during 
the  night. 

Towards  noon  I  went  on  ftiore  to  the  village 
point,  for  the  purpofe  of  obferving  the  latitude  ; 
on  which  occafion  I  vilited  the  village,  if  it  may 
be  fo  dignified,  as  it  appeared  the  moft  lowly  and 
meaneft  of  its  kind.  The  beft  of  the  huts  were 
poor  and  "miferable,  conftrudled  fomething  after 
the  fafliion  of  a  foldier’s  tent,  by  two  crofs  fticks 
about  five  feet  high,  connected  at  each  end  by 
a  ridge-pole  from  one  to  the  other,  over  fome  of 
which  v/as  thrown  a  coarfe  kind  of  mat,  over 
others  a  few  loofe  branches  of  trees,  fiirubs,  or 
grafs  ;  none  however  appeared  to  be  conftructed 
for  protecting  them,  either  agalnft  the  heat  of 
fummer,  or  the  inclemency  of  winter.  Jn  them 
were  hung  up  to  be  cured  by  the  fmoke  of  the 
fire  they  kept  coniiantly  burning,  clams,  mufcles, 
and  a  few  other  kinds  of  fiih,  feemingly  intended 
for  their  winter’s  fubfiftence.  The  clams  perhaps 
w  ere  not  all  referved  for  that  purpofe,  as  we  fre¬ 
quently  faw  them  ftrung  and  worn  about  the 
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ncck^  which,  as  inclination  directed,  were  eaten, 
two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen  at  a  time.  This  fta- 
tion  did  not  appear  to  have  been  preferred  for 
the  purpofe  of  filliing,  as  we  faw  few  of  the 
people  fo  employed  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  belonging  to  the  village,  which  con- 
hfted  of  about  eighty  or  an  hundred  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children,  w^ere  bufily  engaged  like 
fwine,  rooting  up  this  beautiful  verdant  meadow 
in  queft  of  a  fpecies  of  wild  onion,  and  two  other 
roots,  which  in  appearance  and  tafte  greatly  re- 
fembled  the  faraime,  particularly  the  largeft ;  the  ' 
fize  of  the  final! eft  did  not  much  exceed  a  large 
pea  :  this  Mr.  Menzles  conf  dercd  to  be  a  new 
genus.  The  collecting  of  thefe  roots  was  moft 
likely  the  object  which  attached  them  to  this 
fpot ;  they  all  feemed  to  gather  them  with  much 
avidity,  and  to  preferve  them  with  great  care, 
moft  probably  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  pafte 
I  have  already  mentioned. 

Thefe  people  varied  in  no  eftcntial  point  from 
the  natives  we  had  feen  fince  our  entering  the 
ftraits.  Their  perfons  were  equeilly  ill  made, 
and  as  much  befmeared  with  oil  and  different 
coloured  paints,  particularly  vrith  red  ochre,  and 
a  fort  of  fliining_chaffy  mica,  very,  ponderous, 
and  in  colour  much  refembling  black  lead  ;  they 
like  wife  poffeffed  more  ornaments,  efpecially  fucli 
as  wxre  made  of  copper,  the  article  moft  valued 

and 
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and  efteemed  amongft  them.  They  feemed  not 
wanting  in  offers  of  friendfliip  and  hofpitality  ;  as 
on  our  joining  their  party,  we  were  prefented 
wdth  fuch  things  as  they  had  to  difpofe  of :  and 
they  immediately  prepared  a  few  of  the  roots, 
and  fome  fhell  fifh  for  our  refrefliment,  which 
which  wxre  very  palatable.  In  thefe  civil  offices, 
two  men  who  appeared  the  imoft  active,  and  to 
be  regarded  by  their  countrymen  as  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  perfons  <^f  the  party,  were  particularly 
affiduous  to  pleafe.  To  each  of  them  I  made  pre- 
fents,  which  were  received  very  thankfully  ;  and 
on  my  returning  towards  the  boat,  they  gave  me 
to  underftand  by  figns,  the  only  means  we  had 
of  converfing  with  each  other,  that  it  v/ould  not 
be  long  ere  they  returned  our  vifit  on  board  the 
ffiip.  This  they  accordingly  did  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  with  no  fmall  degree  of  ceremony.  Be- 
fide  the  canoes  which  brought  thefe  two  fuperior 
people,  five  others  attended,  fcemingly  as  an  ap¬ 
pendage  to  the  confequcnce  of  thefe  chiefs,  who 
would  not  repair  immediately  on  board,  but 
agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  Nootka,  advanced 
within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  fhip, 
and  there  reftlng  on  their  paddles  a  conference 
was  held,  followed  by  a  fong  principally  fung  by 
one  man,  who  at  ftated  times  was  joined  in  cho¬ 
rus  by  feveral  others,  whllft  fome  in  each  canoe 
kept  time  with  the  handles  of  their  paddles,  by 
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ftrlking  them  againft  the  gunwale  or  fide  of  the 
canoe,  forming  a  fort  of  accompanyment,  which 
though  expreffed  by  fimple  notes  only,  was  by 
no  means  deftitute  of  an  agreeable  efFe6l.  This 
performance  took  place  whilft  they  were  paddling 
llowly  round  the  fliip,  and  on  its  being  concluded, 
they  came  alongfide  with  the  greateft  confi¬ 
dence,  and  without  fear  or  fufpicion  Immediately 
entered  into  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  our 
people.  The  two  chiefs  hovYever  required  fome 
little  intreaty  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
venture  on  board.  I  again  prefented  them  with 
fome  Y^aluables,  amongfi:  which  was  a  garment  far 
each  of  blue  cloth,  fome  copper,  iron  in  various 
fhapes,  and  fuch  trinkets  as  I  thought  would 
prove  moll:  acceptable.  In  this  refpedt  either  my 
judgment  failed,  or  their  paffion  for  traffick  and 
exchange  is  irrefiftible  ;  for  no  fooner  had  they 
quitted  the  cabin,  than,  excepting  the  copper, 
they  bartered  away  on  deck  nearly  every  article  I 
had  given  them,  for  others  of  Infinitely  lefs  uti¬ 
lity  or  real  value,  confifting  of  fuch  things  as  they 
could  beft  appropriate  to  the  decoration  ol  their 
perfons,  and  other  ornamental  purpofes,  giving 
uniformly  a  decided  preference  to  copper. 

In  the  morning  of  Monday  the  21  ft,  fell  a  few 
ftiowers  of  rain,  which  were  neither  fo  heavy 
as  to  retard  our  bufinefs  On  fliore,  nor  to  prevent 
the  friendly  Indians  paying  us  a  vifit  on  board. 

Convinced 
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Convinced  of  our  amicable  difpofition  towards 
them,  near  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  men, 
women  and  children,  gratified  their  curlofity  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  by  paddling  round  the  fliip; 
for  neither  the  ladies  nor  the  children  ventured 
on  board.  This  was  the  cafe  alfo  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  men,  who  contentedly  remained  in 
their  canoes,  rowing  from  fide  to  fide,  bartering 
.  their  bows  and  arrows ;  which,  with  their  wool¬ 
len  and  fkin  garments,  and  a  very  few  indifferent 
fea-otter  fkins,  compofed  the  whole  of  their  af* 
fortment  for  trading ;  thefe  they  exchanged,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner,  for  copper,  hawk’s 
bells,  and  buttons,  articles  that  greatly  attradled 
their  attention.  Their  merchandize  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  valuable  to  us,  had  it  been 
comprifed  of  eatables,  fuch  as  venlfon,  wild 
fowl  or  fifli,  as  our  fportfmen  and  fifhermen  had 
little  fuccefs  in  either  of  thefe  purfuits.  Ail  the 
natives  we  had  as  yet  feen,  uniformly  preferred 
offering  fuch  articles  as  compofed  their  drefs, 
arms,  and  implements  for  fale,  rather  than  any 
kind  of  food,  which  might  probably  arife  either 
from  the  country  not  affording  them  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  provifions,  or  from  their  having 
early  difcovered  that  we  were  more  curious  than 

In  the  evening,  fome  of  the  canoes  wxre  ob- 
ferved  paffing  from  the  village  to  the  oppofite 

fhore. 
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fliore,  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  iiv 
viting  their  neighbours  to  partake  of  the  advan- 
tap:es  of  our  commerce.  This  was  confirmed  the 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  2 2d,  by  the  return 
of  our  friends,  accompanied  by  feveral  large  ca¬ 
noes,  containing  near  eighty  perfons,  who  after 
ceremonioufly  paddling  round  the  lliip,  came 
alongfide  without  the  leafh  hefitation,  and  con¬ 
ducted  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  propriety. 
The  principal  number  of  thefe  evidently  belonged 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  inlet ;  they  were  infinitely 
more  cleanly  than  our  neighbours  ;  and  their  ca¬ 
noes  wxre  of  a  very  different  form.  Thofe  of 
our  friends  at  the  village,  exaCtly  correfponded 
with  the  canoes  at  Nootka,  whilfl:  thofe  of  our 
new  vifitors  were  cut  off  fquare  at  each  end ; 
and  were,  in  fhape,  precifely  like  the  canoes  feen 
to  the  fouthward  of  cape  Orford,  though  of 
greater  length,  and  confiderably  larger.  The 
commodities  they  brought  for  fale  were  trifles  of 
a  fimilar  defcriptipn  to  thofe  offered  by  the  other 
fociety  :  in  all  other  refpeCls,  they  correfponded 
w  ith  the  generality  of  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 
country  with  whom  we  had  become  acquainted. 

On  Wednefday  the  23d,  we  had  fome  light¬ 
ning,  thunder,  and  rain,  from  tfie  S.  E. ;  this 
continued  a  few  hours,  after  which  the  day  was 
very  ferene  and  pleafant.  Some  of  our  gentle¬ 
men  having  extended  their  w^alk  to  the  cove  I 

bad 
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had  vifited  the  firft  evening  of  our  arrival,  found 
it  to  communicate  by  a  very  narrow  paffage  with 
an  opening  apparently  of  fome  extent.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  information,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  I  fet  out  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Thurfday  the  24th,  to  examine  it,  and 
found  the  entrance  of  the  opening  fituated  in 
the  weftern  corner  of  the  cove,  formed  bv  two 
interlocking  points,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  each  other ;  thefe  formed  a  channel  about 
half  a  mile  long,  free,  from  rocks  or  flioals,  in 
which  there  was  not  lefs  than  five  fathoms  w^ater. 
From  the  weft  end  of  this  narrow  channel  the 
inlet  is  divided  into  two  branches,  one  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  S.  W.  about  five  or  fix  miles,  the 
other  to  the  north  about  the  fame  diftance,  con- 
ftltuting  a  mofl:  complete  and  excellent  port,  to 
all  appearance  perfectly  free  from  danger,  with 
regular  foundings  from  four  fathoms  near  the 
Ihores,  to  nine  and  ten  fathoms  in  the  middle, 
good  holding  ground.  It  occupied  us  the  whole 
day  to  row  round  it,  in  doing  which  we  met  a 
few  ftraggllng  Indians,  whofp  condition  feemed 
exceffively  wretched  and  miferable.  The  coun¬ 
try  that  furrounds  this  harbour  varies  in  its  ele¬ 
vation  ;  in  fome  places  the  Ihores  are  low  level 
land,  in  others  of  a  moderate  height,  falling  in 
fteep  low  cliffs  on  the  fandy  beach,  which  in 
moft  places  binds  the  lliores.  It  produces  fome 
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fmall  rivulets  of  water,  is  thickly  w'ooded  with 
trees,  moftly  of  the  pine  tribe>  and  with  fome 
variety  of  flirubs.  This  harbour,  after  the  gen¬ 
tleman  who  difcovered  it,  obtained  the  name  of 
Port  Orchard.  The  beft  paffage  into  it  is 
found  by  fleering  from  the  village  point  for  the 
fouth  point  of  the  cove,  which  is  eafily  diflin- 
gui£lied>  lying  from  the  former  S.  02  W.  at  the 
diflance  of  about  2{  miles,  then  hauling  to  the 
N,  W.  into  the  cove,  keeping  on  the  larboard 
or  S.  W.  fhore,  and  palling  between  it  and  the 
rocks  in  the  cove ;  in  this  channel  the  depth  of 
water  is  from  nine  to  fifteen  fathoms,  gradually 
decreafing  to  five  fathoms  in  the  entrance  into 
the  pore.  There  Is  alfo  another  paffage  round 
to  the  north  of  thefe  rocks,  in  which  there  is 
feven  fathoms  water ;  this  is  ilarrow,  and  by  no 
means  fo  commodious  to  navigate  as  the  fouthern 
channel. 

On  my  return  to  the  fhip  I  underflood  that 
few  of  our-  friendly  neighbours  had  vifited  the 
veffel.  The  party  was  evidently  reduced,  and 
thofe  who  flill  remained  having  fatisfied  their 
curiofity,  or  being  compelled  by  -their  mode  of 
life,  were  preparing  to  depart  with  all  their  flock 
and  effedls.  Thefe  it  required  little  labour  to 
remove,  confifling  chiefly  of  the  mats  for  cover-- 
ing  their  habitations,  w^herever  it  may  be  con- 
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venient  to  pitch  them  ;  their  fkln  and  woollen 
garments^  their  arms,  implements,  and  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles  of  food  as  they  had  acquired  during  their 
refidence ;  which,  with  their  family  and  dogs, 
all  find  accommodation  in  a  fingle  canoe  ;  and 
thus  the  party  is  eafily  conveyed  to  any  ftation, 
which  fancy,  convenience,  or  neceffity,  may  di- 
re6t.  The  dogs  belonging  to  this  tribe  of  In¬ 
dians  were  numerous,  and  much  refembled  thofe 
of  Pomerania,  though  in  general  fomewhat  larger. 
They  were  all  fhorn  as  clofe  to  the  fkin  as  flieep 
are  in  England ;  and  fo  compact  were  their 
fleeces,  that  large  portions  could  be  lifted  up  by 
a  corner  without  caufing  any  feparation.  They 
were  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  a  coarfe  kind  of 
w^ool,  with  very  fine  long  hair,  capable  of  being 
fpun  into  yarn.  This  gave  me  reafon  to  believe 
that  their  woollen  clothing  might  in  part  be 
compofed  of  this  material  mixed  with  a  finer 
kind  of  vrool  from.fome  other  animal,  as  their 
garments  were  all  too  fine  to  be  manufadlured 
from  the  coarfe  coating  of  the  dog  alone.  The 
abundance  of  thefe  garments  amongft  the  few 
people  w^e  met  with,  indicates  the  animal  from  » 
whence  the  raw  material  is  procured,  to  be  very 
common  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  but  as  they 
have  no  one  domefticated  excepting  the  dog, 
their  fupply  of  w^ool  for  their  clothing  can  only 
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be  obtained  by  hunting  the  wild  creature  that 
produces  it ;  of  which  we  could  not  obtain  the 
leaft  information. 

The  weather  continued  delightfully  lerene  and 
pleafant ;  the  carpenters  had  executed  their  tafk^ 
and  the  topfail  yards  were  replaced. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  of  Friday  the 
25  th,  fome  of  our  Indian  friends  brought  us  a 
whole  deer,  which  was  the  firft  intire  animal 
that  had  been  offered  to  us.  This  they  had 
killed  on  the  ifland,  and  from  the  number  of 
perfons  that  came  from  thence,  the  major  part 
of  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  village,  with 
a  great  number  of  their  dogs,  feemed  to  have 
been  engaged  in  the  chafe.  This  and  another 
deer,  parts  of  which  remained  in  one  of  their  ca¬ 
noes,  had  coft  all  thefe  good  people  nearly  a  day’s 
labour,  as  they  went  over  to  the  ifland  for  this 
purpofe  the  preceding  evening ;  yet  tkey  were 
amply  rewarded  for  their  exertions  by  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper  not  a  foot  fquare.  This  they 
gladly  accepted  as  a  full  compenfation  for  their 
venlfon,  on  which  the  whole  party  could  have 
made  two  or  three  good  meals;  fuch  is  the 
efteem  and  value  with  which  this  metal  is  re- 

p 

garded ! 

About  four  in  the  afternoon,  agreeably  to  our 
expeftations,  the  Chatham  was  feen  from  the 
mail  head  over  the  land,  and  about  fun-fet  fhe 
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arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  Mr.  Broughton 
informed  me,  that  the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had 
been  diredled  to  explore,  confifted  of  an  arcliipe- 
lago  ot  iflands  lying  before  an  extenfivc  arm  of 
the  fea  ftretching  in  a  variety  of  branches  be¬ 
tween  the  N.  W.  north,  and  N.  N.  E.  Its  ex¬ 
tent  in  the  firft  dlreftion  was  the  moft  capacious, 
and  prefented  an  unbounded  horizon. 

On  due  confideration  of  all  the  circumftances 
that  had  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation,  and 
the  intelligence  now  imparted  by  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton,  I  became  thoroughly  convinced,  that  our 
boats  alone  could  enable  us  to  acquire  any  corrcdl 
or  fatisfaftory  information  refpedling  this  broken 
country  ;  and  although  the  execution  of  fuch  a 
fcrvice  in  open  boats  w^ould  neceffariiy  be  ex¬ 
tremely  laborious,  and  expofe  thofe  fo  employed 
to  numberlefs  dangers  and  unpleafant  fituations, 
that  might  occafionally  produce  great  fatigue, 
and  protrafl:  their  return  to  the  fliips ;  yet  that 
mode  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  accurate,  the 
moft  ready,  and  indeed  the  only  one  in  our 
power  to  purfue  for  afeertaining  the  continental 
boundary. 


mount  Rainier  ftlll  remained  unexplored.  It  be¬ 
came  evident  from  the  length  of  time  Mr.  Pufyet 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  had  been  abfent,  that  the  In- 
•iet  they  had  been  fent  to  examinOj  had  led  them 
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to  a  confiderable  diftance.  We  had  no  time  to 
fpare^  and  as  it  was  equally  evident  none  ought 
to  be  loft,  I  diredled  that  Mr.  Johnftone,  in  the 
Chatham’s  cutter,  ftiould  accompany  me  in  the 
morning,  in  the  Difcovery’s  yawl,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  examing  the  main  arm  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Broughton,  on  the  return  of  our  boats,  which 
were  now  hourly  expedled,  fliould  take  Mr. 
Whidbey  in  one  of  them,  and  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  inveftigation  of  that  arm  of  this  in¬ 
let,  which  we  had  paffed  on  the  eaftern  fhore, 
ftretchlng  to  the  N.  N.  E.  ;  and  I  defired  that 
the  Chatham  might  be  anchored  within  its  en¬ 
trance  in  fome  confpicuous  place  on  the  ftar- 
board  fide,  where  the  Difcovery  or  the  boats 
would  ealily  find  her,  in  cafe  the  refult  of  my 
inquiries  fliould  render  it  expedient  for  the  vef- 
fcls  to  proceed  further  in  that  diredflon. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  26th,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  and  favored  by  plea- 
fant  w^eather  and  a  fine  north w^ardly  gale,  we 
departed,  and  made  confiderable  progrefs.  Leav¬ 
ing  to  the  right  the  opening  which  had  been  the 
objedl  of  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey’s  expe¬ 
dition,  we  direfted  our  route  along  the  wxftern 
lliore  of  the  main  inlet,  which  is  about  a  league 
in  width  ;  and  as  we  proceeded  the  fmoke  of 
feveral  fires  weije  feen  on  its  eaftern  fhore.  When 
about  four  leagues  on  a  fouthwardly  diredlion 
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commenced,  which  feemed  to  form  a  horizontal 
line  from  north  to  fouth  along  this  range  of  rug¬ 
ged  mountains,  from  whofe  fummit  mount  Rai¬ 
nier  rofe  confpicuoufly,  and  feemed  as  much  ele¬ 
vated  above  them  as  they  were  above  the  level 
of  the  fea ;  the  whole  producing  a  moft  grand, 
pidlurefque  effedl.  The  lower  mountains  as  they 
defcended  to  the  right  and  left,  became  gradually 
relieved  of  their  frigid  garment ;  and  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  fertile  woodland  region  that  binds 
the  fhores  of  this  inlet  In  every  diredllon,  pro¬ 
duced  a  pleafing  variety.  We  now  proceeded 
to  the  N.  W.  in  which  diredlion  the  inlet  from 
hence  extended,  and  afforded  us  fome  reafon  to  ' 
believe  that  it  communicated  with  that  under 
the  furvey  of  our  other  party.  This  opinion  was 
further  corroborated  by  a  few  Indians,  who  had 
in  a  very  civil  manner  accompanied  us  fome  time, 
and  who  gave  us  to  underftand  that  in  the  north 
wcftern  direction  this  inlet  was  very  wide  and 
cxtenfive ;  this  they  expreffed  before  we  quitted 
our  dinner  Ration,  by  opening  their  arms,  and 
making  other  figns  that  we  fhould  be  led  a  long 
way  by  purfuing  that  route  ;  whereas,  by  bend¬ 
ing  their  arm,  or  fpreading  out  their  hand,  and 
pointing  to  the  fpace  contained  in  the  curve  oi 
the  arm,  or  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
that  we  fhould  find  our  progrefs  foon  flopped  in 
the  dired;ion  which  led  towards  mount  Rainier. 
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The  little  refpe^l  which  moft  Indians  bear  to 
truth,  and  their  readinefs  to  alTert  what  they 
think  is  moft  agreeable  for  the  moment,  or  to 
anfwer  their  own  particular  willies  and  inclina¬ 
tions,  induced  me  to  place  little  dependance  on 
this  information,  although  they  could  have  no 
motive  for  deceiving  us. 

About  a  dozemof  thefe  friendly  people  had  at¬ 
tended  at  our  dinner,  one  part  of  which  was  a 
venifon  pafty.  Two  of  them,  expreffing  a  defire 
to  pafs  the  line  of  feparation  drawn  between  us, 
were  permitted  to  do  fo.  They  fat  down  by  us, 
and  ate  of  the  bread  and  filTi  that  we  gave  them 
without  the  leaft  helitation  ;  but  on  being  offer¬ 
ed  fome  of  the  venifon,  though  they  faw  us  eat 
it  with  great  relifh,  they  could  not  be  induced 
to  tafte  it.  They  received  it  from  us  with  great 
difguft,  and  prefented  it  round  to  the  reft  of  the 
party,  by  whom  it  underwent  a  very  ftrl£l  exa¬ 
mination.  Their  condudl  on  this  occafion  left 
1 

no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  they  believed  it  to 
be  human  flelh,  an  impreffion  which  it  was 
highly  expedient  fliould  be  done  away.  To  fa- 
tisfy  them  that  it  was  the  flefh  of  the  deer,  we 
pointed  to  the  fklns  of  the  animal  they  had 
about  them.  In  reply  to  this  they  pointed  to 
each  other,  and  made  figns  that  could  not  be 
mifunderftood,  that  it  was  the  flefh  of  human 
beings,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  dirt,  with  gef- 
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turcis  of  great  averfion  and  dlfpleafure.  At  length 

we  happily  convinced  them  of  their  miftake  by 

fhewlng  them  a  haunch  we  had  in  the  boat,  by 

* 

which  means  they  were  undeceived,  and  fome 
of  them  ate  of  the  remainder  of  the  pye  with  a 
good  appetite. 

This  behaviour,  whilft  in  fome  meafure  tend¬ 
ing  to  fubfrantiate  their  knowledge  or  fufpiclons 
that  fuch  barbarities  have  exiftence,  led  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  characfer  given  of  the  natives 
of  North-Weft  America  does  not  attach  to  every 
tribe.  Thefc  people  have  been  reprefented  not 
only  as  accuftomed  inhumanly  to  devour  the 
flefh  of  their  conquered  enemies  ;  but  allb  to 
keep  certain  fervants,  or  rather  flaves,  of  their 
own  nation,  for  the  foie  purpofc  of  making  the 
principal,  part  of  the  banquet,  to  fatisfy  the  un¬ 
natural  favage  gluttony  of  the  chiefs  of  this 
country,  on  their  yifits  to  each  other.  Were 
fuch  barbarities  pradlifed  once  a  month,  as  is 
ftatcd,  it  would  be  natural  to  fuppofe  theie 
people,  fo  Inured,  would  not  have  flrewn  the 
leaft  averfion  to  eating  flefli  of  any  defcriptlon  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  not  poffible  to  conceive  a 
greater  degree  of  abhorrence  than  was  manlfefted 
by  thefe  good  people,  until  their  minds  were 
made  perfedlly  cafy  that  it  was  not  human  flefii 
we  offered  them  fo  eat.  This  inftance  muft  nc- 
ccfTarily  exonerate  af  ieaft  this  particular  tribe 
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from  fo  barbarous  a  practice ;  and,  as  their  af¬ 
finity  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  and  of  the 
fea-coaft,  to  the  fouth  of  that  place,  in  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  admits  of  little  difference, 
it  is  but  charitable  to  hope  thofe  alfo,  on  a  more 
minute  inquiry,  may  be  found  not  altogether  de- 
ferving  fuch  a  charadler.  They  are  not,  how¬ 
ever,  free  from  the  general  failing  attendant  on 
a  favage  life.  One  of  them  having  taken  a  knife 
and  fork  to  imitate  our  manner  of  eating,  found 
means  to  fecrete  them  under  his  garment ;  but, 
on  his  being  detedled,  gave  up  his  plunder  with 
the  utmoft  good  humour  and  unconcern. 

They  accompanied  us  from  three  or  four  mi- 
ferable  huts,  near  the  place  where  we  had  dined, 
for  about  four  miles;  during  which  time  they 
exchanged  the  only  things  they  had  to  difpofe 
of,  their  bows,  arrows,  and  fpears,  in  the  moft 
fair  and  honefi:  manner,  for  hawk’s  bells,  but¬ 
tons,  beads,  and  fuch  ufelefs  commodities. 

The  firft  information  of  the  natives  we  found 
perfectly  corred: ;  and  it  w  as  not  long  before  we 
had  every  reafon  to  give,  credit  to  the  fecond,'  by 
finding  the  inlet  divided  into  two  branches,  one 
taking  a  northwardly  diredion  towards  the  fhips, 
giving  that  which,  in  the  morning,  we  had  con- 
fidered  to  be  the  weflern  fhore  of  the  main  inlet, 
the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  eight  of  nine  leagues 
in  circuit ;  the  other  flretched  to  the  fouthwefi:- 
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ward  ;  and  Into  which  ran  a  very  ftrong  tide. 
Although  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  having 
been  preceded  in  the  examination  of  this  branch, 
yet,  as  the  ftrength  of  the  influx  indicated  its 
extremity  to  be  at  fome  diftance,  I  determined, 
as  we  were  well  fupplled  for  the  excurfion,  to 
embrace  the  advantage  of  fo  favourable  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  keeping  the  larboard  fhore  on  board, 
and  of  examinins;  fuch  inlets  as  mieht  be  found 
leading  to  the  left ;  that,  in  the  event  of  Mr. 
Puget  having  been  unable  to  accomplifh  the  tafk 
affigned  him,  our  furvey  might  be  completed 
without  another  expedition  into  this  region. 
With  the  affiftance  of  the  ftrong  tide,  we  rapidly 
paffed  through  a  fair  navigable  channel,  near  half 
a  league  wide,  with  foundings  from  24  to  30 
fathoms,  free  from  any  appearance  of  fhoals,  rocks, 
or  other  interruptions.  The  eaftern  fliore  was 
found  nearly  ftraight  and  compadl ;  but  on  the 
wxftern,  three  wdde  openings  were  feen,  whofe 
terminations  were  not  dlftingulfliable  ;  and  the 
ftrength  with  which  the  tide  flowed  Into  the  two 
northernmoft,  induced  us  to  confider  them  as 
very  extenfive. 

Having  advanced  in  a  direftlon  S.  32  W.  about 
three  leagues  from  the  fouth,  or  inner  point  of 
entrance,  into  an  opening,  fituated  in  latitude 
47°  IqT,  longitude  237°  42^  we  halted  about 
eight  in  the  evening  for'  the  night,  on  a  fmall 
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ifland,  lying  about  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fliore. 
The  general  charader  of  the  fituation  in  which 
we  had  now  arrived,  indicated  it  to  be  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  we  had 
been  thus  long  navigating.  The  infular  appear¬ 
ance  of  its  weftern  fide,  the  rapidity  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  its  increafing  width,  gave  us  reafon  to 
fuppofe  we  fliould  find  it  ffill  more  extenfive. 
Whilfi:  employed  in  arranging  our  matters  for 
the  night,  we  difcovered,  coming  out  of  the 
fbuthernmofl:  opening,  two  fmall  veflels,  which, 
at  firft,  were  taken  for  Indian  canoes,  but,  on 
ufing  our  glafles,  they  were  confidered  to  be  our 
two  boats.  The  evening  was  cloudy  ;  and, 

f 

doling  in  very  foon,  prevented  a  pofitive  declfion. 
The  original  idea  was,  however,  fomevvhat  con¬ 
firmed  on  firins;  two  mufkets,  which  were  not 
anfwered. 

■  During  the  night,  we  had  fome  rain,  with  a 
frefli  2;ale  from  the  S.  E.  which  abated  bv  the 
morning  ;  the  rain  ftill  continued,  but  not  fo  vio¬ 
lently  as  to  prevent  our  proceeding.  At  four 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  27th,  we  again 
embarked,  and  freered  about  S.  W.  by  S. ;  in 
which  diredion  the  inlet  feemed  to  ftretch  to 
fome  diftance ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  fouth- 
ern  land  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  of  its  terminat¬ 
ing  in  a  river.  The  fpace  we  had  fo  confidered 
was,  by  feven  o’clock,  proved  to  be  a  low  fwampy 
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compa6l  fliore,  forming  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  inlet  in  this  direction,  about  two  leagues 
from  our  laft  refting  place.  The  inlet  here  ter¬ 
minated  in  an  expanfive  though  fiiallow  bay, 
acrofs  which  a  flat  of  fand  extended  upwards  of 
a  mile  from  its  fliores ;  on  which  was  lying  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  drift  wood,  confifting  chiefly 
of  very  large  trees.  The  country  behind  for  fome 
diftance,  was  low,  then  rofe  gradually  to  a  mo¬ 
derate  height ;  and,  like  the  eaftern  fliores  of  the 
inlet,  was  covered  with  wood,  and  diverflfied  with 
pleafant  inequalities  of  hill  and  dale,  though  not 
enriched  with  thofaimaglnary  parks  and  pleafure 
grounds  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  behold  nearer 
to  the  fea  coaft ;  the  whole  prefcntlng  one  unin¬ 
terrupted  wildernefs.  v 

From  hence  the  direction  of  the  inlet  was  about 
N.W.  by  N.  ftlll  prefer ving  a  confiderable  width  ; 
the  weftern  fhore  appearing  to  be  formed  by 
a  group  of  iflands.  Our  progrefs  was  a  little  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  rain  in  the  forenoon ;  but,  about 
mid-day  the  clouds  difperfed,  though  not  fufli- 
ciently  early  to  procure  an  obfervatlon  for  the  la¬ 
titude.  We  had  now  reached  a  point  on  the 
larboard  fliore,  where  the  inlet  was  again  divided 
into  two  other  large  branches,  one  leading  to  the 
fouth- weft  ward,  the  other  towards  the  north. 
As  my  plan  was  to  purfue  the  examination  of  the 
larboard  fliorc,  the  fouth-weft  branch  became  our 

firft 
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firfl:  object.  This  we  found  divided  into  two 
narrow  channels,  leading  to  the  fouthward>  with 
the  appearance  of  two  fmall  coves  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  Up  the  w^efternmoft  of  the  former,  about 
fix  miles,  we  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night, 
which  was  ferene  and  pleafant. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Monday  28th,  we  again 
fiiarted,  and  foon  found  the  channel  to  terminate 
about  a  league  from  the  place  where  we  had  llept 
the  night  before,  as  the  reft  had  done,  in  low 
fwampy  ground,  with  a  fhallow  fandy  bank  ex¬ 
tending  to  fome  diftance  into  the  channel.  Here 
we  met,  as  had  been  frequently  the  cafe,  a  few 
miferable  Indians  in  their  temporary  habitations  ; 
thefe  either  had  nothing  to  difpofe  of,  or  were 
not  inclined  to  have  intercourfe  with  us  ;  the 
latter  feemed  moft  probable,  as  our  vifit  was  not 
attended  wdth  that  cordial  reception  w-e  had  ge¬ 
nerally  experienced.  This  however  might  have 
been  occafioned  by  our  having  difturbed  them 
unufually  early  from  their  reft ;  we  made  them 
fome  prefents  which  they  accepted  very  coolly, 
and  having  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  the  extent  of 
the  inlet  in  this  direction  w^e  returned,  and  about 
nine  o’clock  landed  to  breakfaft  about  two  miles 
within  the  main  entrance  of  the  fouth-weft 
branch.  We  left  behind  us  to  the  weftward  the 
appearance  of  two  or  three  fmall  Iflands  or  points, 
that  might  form  fimilar  inlets  to  thofe  wc  had 

already 
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already  examined,  leading  to  the  Ibutb.  Thefe 
could  be  of  little  extent,  as  fcarcely  any  vifible 
tide  was  found  in  the  narroweft  parts. 

From  the  length  of  time  alfo  that  the  other 
boats  had  been  abfent  previous  to  our  departure 
from  the  fhips,  together  with  the  appearance  and 
direftion  of  the  inlet,  I  entertained  little  doubt 
that  the  greater  part  of  what  we  had  feen,  as  alfo 
that  which  we  were  now  leaving  unexplored, 
had  undergone  the  examination  of  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey.  This  induced  me  to  return  on 
board,  confidering  we  were  now  paffing  our  time 
to  little  purpofe  ;  and  as  the  branch  of  the  main 
inlet  before  us  ftretching  to  the  northward,  pre- 
fented  every  profpedl  of  communicating  with 
fome  of  thofe  wc  had  palTed  on  Saturday  even¬ 
ing,  we  purfued  that  route.  The  fituation  we 
quitted  this  morning,  according  to  my  furvey, 
was  in  latitude  47°  3^  longitude  23  7°  18^  about 
1 7  leagues  from  the  fea  coaft  of  Nev/  Albion,  to¬ 
wards  which,  from  the  moderate  height  of  the 
country,  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  an  eafy 
intercourfe  by  land.  About  noon  we  landed  on 
a  point  of  the  eaftern  fhore,  whofe  latitude  is  47° 
longitude  237°  From  hence  w^e  pro¬ 

ceeded  with  a  pleafant  foutherly  gale,  to  afeer- 
tain  if  any  communication  cxifted,  as  w^e  had  be¬ 
fore  conjedlurcd.  The  further  we  advanced  the 
more  doubtful  it  became,  until  at  length,  about 

three 
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three  leagues  north  of  the  above  point,  it  ter¬ 
minated  like  all  the  other  channels  in  a  lhallow 
flat  beiore  a  low  fwampy  bog.  Here  we  dined;/ 
and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  fet  out  on  our 
return  by  the  way  wej  had  come,  purpofing  to 
ftop  for  the  night  at  a  cove  a  little  to  the  fouth 
ot  the  point  we  were  upon  at  noon,  where  we 
arrived  about  nine  in  the  evening.  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  who  had  kept  along  the  weftern  fliore  in 
order  to  look  into  a  fmali  opening  we  had  paffed 
in  failing  down,  had  the  advantage  by  being  on 
the  weather  fliore,  and  had  arrived  a  fliort  time 
before  us.  He  informed  me  the  opening  was  very 
narrow,  and  could  extend  but  a  little  way  before 
It  joined  that  which  we  had  quitted  this  mornings 
Whilft  he  was  on  fhore  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  necellafy  angles,  a  deer  came  down  to  the 
beach,  which  Mr.  Le  Mefurier,  the  gentleman 
who  had  attended  him  in  the  boat,  fired  at,  and 
fortunately  killed »  It  proved  to  be  a  very  fine 
buck,  and  afforded  our  people  a  good  frefii  meal, 
which  w^as  fome  compenfation  for  the  difappoint- 
inent  we  experienced  in  not  finding  a  pafTage 
home  by  the  route  we  had  lately  purfued. 

About  day-break,  as  ufual,  on  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  the  29th,  we  again  refumed  our  voyage  to-^ 
■wards  the  fliips,  which  wxre  now  diftant  about 
45  miles.  Towards  noon  we  landed  on  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  the  fccond  opening  we  had 
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paffed  on  Saturday  evening ;  the  latitude  of 
which  is'47°  The  ftrength  of  the  ebb  tide 

facilitated  our  progrefs,  and  our  conjediures  were 
foon  proved  to  have  been  well  founded  in  this 
being  the  fame  inlet,  which  I  had  directed  the 
other  party  to  examine.  We  were  carried  with 
great  rapidity  for  fome  time  up  the  branch  leading 
to  the  northward,  and  through  this  channel  we 
arrived  in  the  evening  on  board,  without  feeing 
any  other  opening  leading  to  the  weft  ward.  The 
land  compoling  the  eaftern  fhore  of  this  channel, 
and  the  weftern  fhore  of  that  we  had  purfued 
on  Saturday  morning,  was  now  afeertained  to  be 
the  moft  extenfive  ifland  we  had  yet  met  with  in 
our  feveral  examinations  of  this  coaft ;  which 
after  my  friend  Captain  Vallion  of  the  navy,  I 
have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Vashon’s 
Island. 

Late  on  the  preceding  Saturday  night,  or  ra« 
ther  on  Sunday  morning,  our  other  party  had  re¬ 
turned.  It  was  them  we  had  feen  the  firft  even¬ 
ing  of  our  excurfioii  from  the  ifland,  and  they 
very  diftin6tly  faw  our  fire ;  but  as  they  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  the  mufkets,  concluded  it  a 
fire  of  the  natives,  not  havina;  the  leaft  idea  of 
any  of  our  boats  being  in  that  neighbourhood. 
They  had  explored  all  thofe  parts  of  the  inlet  we 
had  paffed  by,  and  found  the  three  openings  we 
left  unexamined,  the  firft  afternoon,  leading  to 
VoL.'lI.  L  .  ^he 
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the  wettward,  to  be  channels  dividing:  that  Ihore 
into  three  iilands  ;  and  thofe  we  had  not  attended 
to  onMonday  morning  formed  two  fmall  branches 
leading  to  the  S.  VV. ;  the  wefternmoft  of  which 
extends  to  the  latitude  47^  & ^  about  two  leagues 

o 

to  the  weftward  of  our  refearches  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  ;  that  in  which  the  deer  was  fhot  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  S.  .W.  branch  of' the  inlet  by  a 
very  narrow  channel.  They  .had  alfo  paffed  the 
opening  we  had  purfued  leading  towards  mount 
Rainier  ;  but  ct2:rceably  to  mv  diredfions  had  not 
profecuted  its  examination  ;  the  termination  of 
every  other  opening  in  the  land  they  had  afeer- 
tained.  Thus  by  our  joint  efforts,  v>^e  had  com¬ 
pletely  explored  every  turning  of  this  extenfive 
inlet ;  and  to  commemorate  Mr.  Pu2:et’s  excr- 
tions,  the  fouth  extremity  of  it  I  named  Poget’.^ 
Sound. 

The  Chatham  had  failed-  on  Monday,  and  Mr. 
Wliidbey  had  departed  in  the  Difeovery’s  launch 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into  effed:  the  orders 
I  had  left  with  Mr.  Broue:hton. 

O 

Mr.  Pug'et  liad  little  more  to  communicate  re- 

O 

ng  his  late  expedition  than  what  had  fallen 
under  my  own  obfervation,  excepting  the  difbr- 
derly  behaviour  of  an  Indian  tribe  he  had  met 
with  at  fome  diftance  up  the  firil  arm  leading  to 
the  weftward  within  the  narrows,  wdrofe  conduct 
had  materially  differed  from  that  of  the  natives 

in 
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in  general ;  and  in  particular  from  that  of  a  party 
confiding  of  about  twenty  natives  whom  they  had 
before  feen  in  that  route,  and  who  had  behaved 
with  their  ufual  friendfliip  and  civility.  In  this 
arm  they  found  the  fliores  in  general  low  and 
wxll  wooded.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  at¬ 
tended  by  fome  of  the  natives  in  two  canoes> 
they  landed  for  the  night.  Thefe  people  could 
not  be  invited  nearer  our  party  than  about  an 
hundred  yards,  where  they  remained  attentive 
to  all  the  operations  until  the  tents  were  pitched, 
wdien  it  became  neceffary  to  dlfcharge  fome 
loaded  mufkets,  the  noife  of  which  they  heard 
without  any  apparent  furprize,  and  exclaimed 
poo  !  after  every  report.  They  foon  afterwards 
paddled  away  to  the  weftward.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Puget  proceeded  up  the  arm,  wdiich  took 
a  N.  E.  diredlion  about  a  mile  wide,  narrowing 
as  they  advanced  to  one- fourth  of  that  width  ;  the 
foundings  were  found  regular  from  eight  to  thir¬ 
teen  fathoms.  In  this  fituation  they  fa w  a  canoe 
making  towards  them,  on  which  they  refted  on 
their  oars  to  wait  its  approach.  The  canoe  fud- 
denly  flopped,  and  no  offers  of  prefents,  nor  figns 
of  friendly  inclinations,  could  induce  the  Indians 
to  venture  near  the  boat.  In  order  to  remove 
their  apprehenfions,  Mr.  Puget  faflened  fome 
medals,  copper,  and  trinkets,  to  a  piece  of  wood 
which  he  left  floating  on  the  w^atcr;  and  when 

L  2  the 
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the  boat  was  at  a  fofficient  diftance,  the  Indians 
picked  it  up.  After  repeating  this  twice  or  thrice 
they  ventured,  though  not  without  fome  trepi¬ 
dation,  alongfide  the  boats.  In  their  perfons 
they  feemed  more  robuft  than  the  generality  of 
the  inhabitants ;  mofl:  of  them  had  loft  their 
right  eye,  and  were  much  pitted  with  the  fmali 
pox.  They  now  attended  the  boats  for  a  fliort 
time,  and  having  received  feme  additional  pre- 
fents,  returned  to  the  fliore.  The  whole  of  their 
condudl  exhibited  much  fufpicion  and  diftruft. 
When  any  queftion  was  endeavoured  to  be  put  to 
them,  they  replied  by  poo  !  poo  !  pointing  at  the : 
fame  time  to  a  fmall  illand  on  which  the  party 
had  break fafted,  and  where  fome  birds  had  been 
lliot.  They  feemed  well  acquainted  with  the 
value  of  iron  and  copper,  but  w  ould  not  difpofe 
of  their  weapons,  or  any  other  article  in  exchange 
for  cither.  About  noon  the  party  landed  to  dine  ; 
and  whllft  they  were  preparing  to  haul  the  felne 
before  a  frefn  water  brook,  fix  canoes  w'ere  feen 
paddling  haftlly  round  the  point  of  the  cove  they 
were  in,  and  direftlng  their  courfe  towards  the 
boats.  The  fufpiclous  behaviour  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  parted  wdth  in  the  morning,  rendered 
it  highly  expedient  that  they  fliould  be  upon  their 
guard  againft  any  hoftlle  defign  of  thefe  people  ; 
on  wdiofe  approach,  a  line  on  the  beach  wa^ 
drawn,  to  feparate  the  two  parties  from  each 

other ; 
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Other;  which  was  readily  underftood,  and  obeyed. 
They  now  divided  their  numbers  into  two  fets, 
one  remaining  on  lliore  with  their  bows  and  qui¬ 
vers,  the  other  retiring  to  their  canoes,  where 
they  quietly  leated  themfelves. 

Thus,  with  every  appearance  of  good  order  be¬ 
ing  eftablifhed,  the  officers  wxnt  to  dinner,  on 
an  elevated  fpot  a  few’  yards  from  the  w’^ater-iide, 
where  the  crew-s  were  dining  in  their  rebpective 
boats,  and  in  readinefs  to  aft  in  cafe  of  any  alarm. 

-  On  a  feventh  canoe  joining  the  Indian  party,  thofe 
on  the  beach  immediately  embarked ;  and  the 
whole  number,  amounting  to  twenty- four  per- 
fons,  evidently  entered  into  a  confultation,  dur¬ 
ing  which  they  frequently  pointed  to  thofe  In  the 
boats,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  on  the  hill.  This 
conduft  tended  to  increafe  the  fufpicions  that 
their  inclinations  w^ere  other  wile  than  friendly, 
however  imprudent  they  might  deem  it,  on  the 
prefen t  moment,  to  carry  their  intentions  into 
execution.  But  as  our  party  could  not  be  fur- 
prized,  and  as  they  wxre  ready  to  aft  immediately 
on  the  defenfive,  Mr.  Puget  and  the  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  did  not  confider  their  fituation  alarming, 
and  preterred  quietly  finiffiing  their  repaft,  to  that 
of  indicating  any  figus  of  diftruft  or  apprehen- 
lion,  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  Towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  conference,  three  of  their  canoes 
wxre  ftealing  near  to  the  boats ;  but,  on  finding 

Iv  3  they 
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they  were  difcovered  by  the  officers,  inftantly  re¬ 
turned.  At  this  time,  an  eighth  canoe  joined 
the  party ;  on  which  all  of  them  paddled  to  the 
beach,  jumped  on  ffiore  and  ftrung  their  bows. 
This  was  mani'feftly  preparing  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  not  ever  been  feen,  on  any  former  occafion, 
with  their  bow^s  ftrung.  The  very  man  wdio  ap¬ 
peared  the  principal  in  the  canoe,  they  had  met 
in  the  morning,  and  with  whom  fo  much  trou¬ 
ble  was  taken  to  obtain  his  good  opinion,  now 
feemed  the  leader  of  this  party  ;  and,  with  an 
arrow  acrofs  his  bow’^  in  readinefs  for  immediate 
ufe,  advanced  towards  the  ftation  of  the  officers, 
wffiilft  others  of  the  party  were  moving  that  way. 
Such  meafures  however  w'ere  prudently  reforted 
to,  without  proceeding  to  extremities,  as  obliged 
them  all  to  retreat  to  the  line  of  feparation,  where 
they  again  held  a  clofe  and  long  confultation ; 
and  our  gentlemen  having  now  no  objedl  to  de¬ 
tain  them  on  fhore,  they  re-embarked,  leaving 
the  Indians  at  the  line  of  feparation,  fliarpening 
their  arrows  and  fpears  on  ftones,  apparently 
much  inclined,  though  irrefolute,  to  attempt 
hoftilitics.  In  this  undecided  ftate  of  their  minds, 
Mr.  Puget  thought  it  might  anfwer  a  good  pur- 
pofe  to  fire  a  fwivel,  fliotted  ;  the  effe<ft  of  which, 
might  teach  them  to  refpedl,  hereafter,  our 
powers  of  defence,  and  induce  them,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  to  prefer  a  pacific  deportment,  and 

preferve 


151 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WOBLD. 


preferve  the  lives  of  many,  that  mull:  have  been 
loft,  had  they  been  fo  injudlcloas  as  to  have  com¬ 
menced  an  attack.  Although,  on  the  report  of 
the  gun,  or  the  diftant  effeft  of  the  iliot,  which 
w^as  tired  over  the  w^ater,  not  the  leaf:  vifible  afto- 
nlflimeat  or  apprehenfion  was  expreifed,  yet,  the 
meafure  was  almoft  inftantly  attended  with  every 
expected  good  confequence.  ^  Their  bow's  were 
foon  unftrung  ;  and  inilead  of  their  menacing  a 
combat,  their  weapons  became  articles  of  traffic, 
in  common  with  other  trifles  they  had  to  dilpofe 
of,  for  copper,  buttons,  knives,  beads,  and  other 
ornaments  ;  in  wdilch  friendly  iiitercourfe,  they 
accompanied  the  boats  until  towards  the  evening, 
wffien  they  peaceably  took  their  leave,  and  re¬ 


turned  to  their  home. 

From  Mr.  Pu^mt  I  like  wife  underftood,  that, 
in  the  courfc  of  his  excurfion,  himfelf  and  party 
had  vlfited,  and  had  received  the  vlhts  of  feveral 
other  tribes  of  Indians,  whofe  behaviour  had  been 
uniformly  civil,  courteous,  and  friendly.  Why 
this  party,  whofe  unfriendly  intentions  were  too 
evident  to  be  nnftaken,  ffiould  have  been  in¬ 


duced  to  aifume,  without  the  leafe  provocation,  a 
charadler  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which, 
in  every  other  inftance,  feemed  to  ut'nvern  their 
n:cneral  conduct,  is  certainly  very  nn'fccrlous,  and 
renders  the  foregoing  an  extraordinary  clrcurn- 
ftance,  for  which  it  is  dlfficuit  to  account. 
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.  The  country  we  had  mutually  explored;,  did 
not  appear,  to  either  party,  frorq  our  tranfient 
view  of  it,  matcriallv  to  differ  from  that  which 
has  already  been  defcribed,  either  in  its  feveral 
produd:ibns  from  the  foil,  or  in  its  general  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fertility.  It  did  not,  however,  pof- 
fefs  that  beautiful  variety  of  landfcape  ;  being  an 
almoft  impenetrable  wildernefs  of  lofty  trees,  ren¬ 
dered  nearly  impaffable  by  the  underwood,  which 
uniformly  incumbers  the  furface. 

By  the  termination  of  the  w^eftern  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  in  their  fouthern  diredlion,  tak¬ 
ing  place  confiderably  to  the  north-w  eftward,  and 
the  more  elevated  land  intercepting  the  view’  of 
fuch  mountains  as  may  extend  from  the  eaTtern 
range,  fouthward  of  mount  Rainier,  we  were 
prefented  with  more  than  the  whole  fouthern 
horizon  of  land  moderately  high,  extending  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  dlverfified  by  emi¬ 
nences  and  vallies,  affording  a  probability  of  an 
eafy  intercourfe  by  land  with  the  fea  coaft;  where 
fome  places  of  flielter  for  fmall  veffels  may  pof- 
libly  ftlli  be  found,  which,  in  the  event  of  an 
eftablilliment  being  formed,  would  prove  highly 
advantageous. 

The  fcarclty  of  water  has  before  been  men¬ 
tioned  as  the  only  difadvantage  that  the  interior 
country  feemed  to  labour  under  ;  but  in  Mr. 
Puget’s  furvey,  a  greater  fupply  of  water  was 

found 
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found  than  In  the  inlets  and  bays  that  underwent 
my  own  particular  examination.  The  country 

f 

had  alfo  been  confidered  by  us  as  nearly  deflitute 
of  inhabitants  ;  but  this  opinion  we  found  to  be 
erroneous,  from  the  other  party  having,  by  acci¬ 
dent,  fallen  in  with  near  150  Indians,  and  having 
feen  leveral  deferted  villages. 

The  point  near  our  prefent  ftation,  forming 
the  north  point  of  the  bay,  hitherto  called  the 
Village  point,  I  have  diftingulflied  by  the  name 
of  Restoration  Point,  having  celebrated  that 
memorable  event,  whilft  at  anchor  under  it ;  and 
from  the  refult  of  my  obfervations  made  on  the 
fpot,  it  Is  fituated  in  latitude  47^^30^  longitude 
23/°  46^.  During  our  ftay  the  tides  were  ob- 
fcrved  to  be  materially  afFedted,  by  the  diredlion 
or  force  of  the  winds,  not  only  in  refped:  to  their 
rife  and  fall,  but  as  to  the  time  of  high  water. 
The  former  feldom  exceeded  feven  or  eight  feet : 
and  the  latter  generally  took  place  about  4^'  10' 
after  the  moon  paffed  the  meridian.  The  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  compafs,  by  fix  fets  of  azimuths  taken 
on  board,  differing  from  18°  to  22^,  gave  the 
mean  refult  of  19°  30^  eaft  variation. 

Nothing  occurring  to  detain  us,  on  Wednef- 
day  morning,  the  30th,  with  a  pleafant  foutherly 
breeze,  we  directed  our  courfe  to  the  opening 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Broughton  ;  the 
entrance  of  which  lies  from  Reftoration  point, 

N.  20 
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N.  20*  E.  five  leagues  diftant.  The  breeze,  as  was 
iifual,  dying  away,  we  advanced  very  flowly  ; 
towards  noon,  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  N,  W.  wind, 
accompanied  with  the  flood- tide,  fo  that,  by  the, 
time  we  had  wY)rked  up  the  opening,  the  ebb 
tide  was  returning  not  only  with  great  ftrength, 
but  attended  by  a  fort  of  counter-tide,  or  under 
tow,  that  fo  afledted  the  fliip,  as  to  reader  her 
almoft  unmanageable,  notwithftanding  we  had 
a  frefli  breeze,  and  were  affifted  in  working  in 
by  our  boats.  Having  advanced  about  three 
miles  w  ithin  the  entrance,  which  wc  found  about 
half  a  league  acrofs,  and,  in  the  evening,  feeing 
no  appearance  of  the  Chatham,  a  gun  was  fired, 
wdiit'h  was  immediately  anfwered  from  behind 
a  point  of  land,  on  the  llarboard,  or  eaftern 
lliorc,  where,  foon  afterwards,  w^e  faw  the  Chat¬ 
ham  bearing  a  light  at  her  maft-head  for  our  gui¬ 
dance  ;  and,  though  wdthin  the  dlftance  of  two 
miles,  it  w^as  near  midnight  beiore  we  anchored 
in  32  fathoms  water,  about  a  cable’s  lena:th  from 
her;  not  having  been  able  to  gain  foundings 
W'lth  110  fithoms  of  line,  until  we  reached  this 
ftation. 

The  next  morning,  Thurfday  Sift,  we  found 
ourfelves  about  a  cable’s  Icneth  from  the  fliore, 
in  a  capacious  found  ;  whofe  entrance  bore  by 
compafs  from  S.  2  W.  to  S.  30  W.,  about  fix 
miles  from  us,  from  w-hcuce  it  extended  in  a 
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true  N.  N.  E.  diredlon.  To  the  north  was  a 
high  round  iiland,  bearing  from  N.  18  W.  to 
N.  3  3  W. ;  on  each  fide  of  which  an  opening  was 
fcen  ftretching  to  the  northward.  Thefe  open¬ 
ings  were  feparated  by  a  high  narrow  Hip  of  land, 
which  alfo  appeared  to  be  iiifular.  The  eaftern 
fide  of  the  found  formed  a  deep  bay,  apparently- 
bounded  by  folid  compact  land  of  a  moderate 
height. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  he  had  navi¬ 
gated  the  eafi;  fide  of  the  round  iiland  in  ‘the 

/ 

brig,  and  had  examined  the  ea-ftern  ihore  of  the 
found,  which  was,  as  it  appeared  to  be,  a  com¬ 
pact  iliorc.  Mr.  Whidbey,  in  our  launch,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Lieutenant  Hanfon  in  the  Chat¬ 
ham’s,  had,  on  the  2Qth,  been  difpatched  to  the 
two  openings  to  the  northward,  with  dircdlions 
to  examine  the  right  hand,  or  eaftern  moil:,  firft; 
and,  on  finding  its  termination,  to  return  with 
fuch  information  to  the  Chatham,  before^  they 
proceeded  to  vifit  the  other;  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  Difeovery’s  arrival  previous  to  their  return, 
the  veflhls  might  follow  them  in  fuch  purfuit,  ob- 
ferving  to  keep  on  the  eaftern  ftiore  until  they 
fhould  find  it  divided  into  two  branches.  This 
being  the  third  day  of  their  abfence,  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  they  had  found  the  eafternmoft  opening 
to  be  of  confiderable  extent  ;  in  confequcnce  of 
which  I  determined  to  follow  them,  but  the 

weather 
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weather  being  calm  and  gloomy,  with  fome  rain, 
we  were  prevented  moving.  On  a  low  point  of 
land  near  the  Ihip,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be 
47^  longitude  23  7''  5  8^  A  light  favourable 
breeze  fprang  up  lliortly  after  noon  ;  but  before 
the  anchor  w^as  at  the  Ihip’s  bows  it  again  fell 
calm,  with  much  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  re¬ 
main  quiet.  The  Chatham  however  weighed, 
and  being  foon  off  the  bank,  which  does  not 
reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fbore,  was  in- 
ftantly  out  of  foundings,  and  w’as  driven  by  the 
ebb-tide  until  nine  in  the  evening  to  the  entrance 
of  the  found.  At  this  time  a  frefb  foutherly 
breeze  fpringing  up  we  weighed,  and  diredled 
our  courfe  northward,  to  pafs  on  the  wxftern  fide 
of  the  round  ifland. 

"We  had  now  been  ftationary  upw^ards  of  20 
hours,  and  during  that  time  the  tide  or  current 
had  conftantly  fat  out ;  the  like  was  obferved  by 
Mr.  Broughton  during  his  continuance  in  the 
fame  place.  The  foutherly  wind,  attended  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  foon  became  fo  faint,  that  by 
eleven  at  night  we  had  proceeded  only  five  miles. 
Here  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  twenty  fa¬ 
thoms  w'ater,  hard  fandy  bottom,  near  half  way 
between  the  ifland  and  the  point  that  divides  the 
two  openings,  which  arc  about  a  league  afundcr. 

About  fix  in  the  mornlnit  of  Friday,  June  the 
find,  affifted  by  the  flood  tide,  and  a  light  fouth- 
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eafterly  wind,  we  proceeded  up  the  eallern  arm  ; 
the  entrance  of  which  is  about  a  mile'  wide,  with 
foundings  from  /5  to  80  fathoms,  dark  fandy 
bottom.  The  wxather  being  rainy,  calm,  or  at¬ 
tended  with  light  variable  winds,  moft  of  the 
forenoon  we  made  little  progrefs.  During  this 
interval  the  Chatham  gained  fome  advantage  of 
us,  and  about  noon  proceeded  with  a  favourable 
breeze  from  the  fouthward  up  the  opening.  The 
haze  which  had  obfcured  the  land  all  the  fore 
part  of  the  day,  gave  the  inlet  an  extenfive  ap¬ 
pearance,  without  any  vifible  termination  :  but  on 
the  fog’s  difperfing,  it  feemed  to  be  clofcd  in  every 
diredllon,  excepting  that  by  w^hich  we  had  enter¬ 
ed;  but  as  foundings  could  not  be  gained  with  fifty 
fathoms  of  line,  we  continued  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet  until  about  two  o’clock,  at  which  time  we 
had  advanced  fix  miles  from  the  entrance ;  and 
being  perfedlly  fatisfied  that  the  inlet  fiiiifiied  in 
the  manner  common  to  all  we  had  hitherto  exa¬ 
mined,  the  fienal  was  made  for  the  Chatham  to 
bring  up,  and  we  fhortened  fail  accordingly.  In 
a  few  minutes  flie  wtiS  dlfcovered  to  be  a-ground, 
and  had  made  the  fignal  for  affiftance.  On  this 

we  flood  towards  her,  and  anchored  about  a  mile 

/ 

from  her  in  20  fathoms  w'ater,  fandy  bottom,  and 
about  half  that  diftance  from  the  eaftcrn  fhore, 
which  w'as  the  nearcft  land.  Our  boats  were  im- 
mediatelv  fent  to  her  relief;  but  as  the.  tide  fub- 
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fided  very  faft,  they  could  only  lay  out  anchors 
for  heaving  her  off  on  the  returning  flood.  Al¬ 
though  the  upper  part  of  the  inlet  had  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  clofed,  yet  it  was  not  impoffiblc 
a  channel  might  exift  on  the  weftern  or  oppofite' 
Ihore,  which  by  interlocking  points  might  have 
been  invifible  to  us  on  board,  and  through  which 
our  abfent  party  might  have  found  a  pafi'age.  To 
afeertain  this  fadl,  I  went  in  the  yawl,  and  found 
the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  to  decreafe  on  leav¬ 
ing  the  fliip  to  ten,  feven,  and  two  fathoms.  W e 
continued  our  refearches  in  one  and  two  fathoms 
water  to  the  oppofite  fide,  where  wc  landed 
nearly  a-breafi:  of  the  fnip,  and  found  the  fhores 
of  the  inlet  to  be  ftraight,  compa6t,  and  about 
two  miles  apart.  In  feveral  places  we  attempted 
to  land  near  the  upper  end,  but  found  ourfelves 
as  often  repulfed  by  a  flat  fandy  flioal,  which  ex¬ 
tended  diredtly  acrofs.  The  land  there  feemed 
of  a  fwampy  nature,  was  thinly  wooded,  and 
through  it  was  the  appearance  of  a  (hallow  rivu¬ 
let  fallina:  into  the  fea  ;  further  back  it  v/as  more 
elevated,  and  the  furrounding  country  being  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flmilar  growth  of  timber  to  that  be¬ 
fore  noticed,  made  us  conclude  the  land  to  be 
equally  fertile. 

This  examination  perplexed  me  extremely  to 
account  for  an  error  that  had  certainly  taken 
place.  For  under  the  convlftion  that  this  inlet 

had 
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had  been  found  navigable  by  the  boats,  I  lliould 
not  have  hefitated  to  have  profecuted  my  way 
hither  in  the  Ihip  at  midnight,  in  confequence  of 
the  party  not  having  made  any  report  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  This  could  only  be  attributed  to  a  mif- 
iinderftanding  of  the  orders  given,  or  to  fome 
unfortunate  accident  having  befallen  them.  The 
latter  we  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  unlefs  from 
an  attack  of  the  Indians,  which  was  not  very 
likely  to  have  happened,  as  we  faw  not  the  leaft 
indication  of  either  permanent  or  temporary  ha¬ 
bitations.  I  called  on  board  the  Chatham  on  my 
return,  and  was  happy  to  underftand  that  there 
was  little  probability  of  her  receiving  any  injury, 
having  grounded  on  a  muddy  bank  ;  and  that 

t 

there  was  every  profpeft  of  her  floating  off  the 
next  tide.  In  founding  to  lay  out  their  anchors, 
it  became  evident  that  in  the  verv  diredion  in 

.'j  *' 

which  they  had  failed  to  their  then  ftation,  they 
had  run  unwards  of  half  a  mile  on  this  bank  in 
two  fathoms  water,  in  confequence  of  the  un¬ 
pardonable  negligence  of  the  man  at  the  lead, 
who  had  announced  falfe  foundings,  and  for 
which  he  was  defervedly  puniflied.  She  was  hove 
off*  about  midnight,  and  anchored  near  us  with¬ 
out  bavin  a:  received  the  leaft  damaa:e. 

The  Chatham  being  in  readinefs  by  ten  the 
next  morning,  Saturdav  the  2d,  with  a  liuht  nor- 

C-0  J  V.  ' 

therly  breeze,  attended  with  gloomv  weather  and 

fome 
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fome  rain,  we  di^ccScd  our  route  back  by  the 
way  wc  had  come,  and  it  ivas  not  until. three 
o’clock  that  we  reached  the  found,  where  we 
again  anchored  in  fifty  fathoms,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  eafiiern  fhore,  and  about  fix  times 
that  diftance  to  the  eaftward  of  the  arm*  we  had 
quitted,  which  forms  an  excellent  harbour,  well 
flieltered  from  all  winds ;  but  during  our  fhort 
ftay  there  we  faw  no  appearance  of  any  frefli  wa¬ 
ter.  Here  our  pofition  was  before  a  fmall  bay, 
into  which  flowed  tw^o  excellent  flreams,  but 
thefe  were  fo  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  fea,  that 
it  became  neceflary  either  to  procure  the  water 
at  low  tide,  or  at  fome  diftance  up  the  brook  ; 
which  latter  w^as  eafily  effected,  as  our  boats  were 
admitted  to  where  the  frefli  water  fell  from  the 

I 

elevated  land.  In  this  fituation  the  obferved  la¬ 
titude  was  48°  longitude  237°  5  7  being  fix 
miles  S.  S.  E.  from  our  lafi:  anchora2[:e. 

As  there  was  little  doubt  now  remaining  that 
the  party  had  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 
the  other  inlet,  and  as  the  weather  w^as  thick  and 
hazy  with  fome  rain,  a  gun  was  now'^  and  then 
fired  to  dlred:  them  to  the  fhips  in  cafe  they 
fliould  be  on  their  return. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  we  were  tole¬ 
rably  fuccefsful  with  the  feine,  as  we  had  alfo 
been  in  the  above  harbour,  in  taking  a  quantity 
of  filli  fimilar  to  thofe  we  procured  in  port  Dif- 

covery. 
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covcry.  About  eight  in  the  evening  we  had  the 
fatisfaftlon  of  hearing  our  gun  anfwered  ;  and  at 
nine  the  boats  fafely  returned  to  the  vefl'cls. 

Mr.  Whidbey  informed  me,  that  on  his  return 
from  the  furvey  of  the  port  we  had  quitted  in  the 
morning,  he  faw  the  Chatham  working  olf  the 
eaft  end  of  the  round  hland  at  fo  little  diftancc, 
that  he  concluded  the  boats  could  not  have  efcap- 
cd  the  obfervation  of  thofe  on  board  ;  and  under/ 
that  impreffion,  and  his  anxiety  to  forward  this  te¬ 
dious  fervlce,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  a  favorable 
foutherly  wind,  and  flood  tide,  to  profecute  his 
examination  of  the  other  branch,  wdiofe  entrance 
he  had  found  fomethlng  wider  than  the  harbour 
we  had  left,  having  fixty  fathoms  depth  of  water, 
with  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  Its  general  direc¬ 
tion  led  N.  N.  W.  Having  adv^anced  about  four 
miles,  they  found,  on  a  low  projedling  point  of 
the  wxflern  fhore,  a  village  containing  a  nume¬ 
rous  tribe  of  the  natives.  But  as  my  orders,  as 
well  as  the  general  inclination  of  the  oflicers, 
were  to  prevent  by  all  poffible  means  the  chance 
of  any  mifunderftanding,  it  was  the  uniform  prac¬ 
tice  to  avoid  landing  in  the  prefence  of  confidcr- 
able  numbers  ;  and  as  it  was  now  the  dinner  time 
of  our  party,  Mr.  Widbey  very  prudently  made 
choice  of  the  oppofite  fliore,  in  the  hope  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  quiet  meal  w  Ithout  the  company  of  the  In¬ 
dians.  Having  reached  the  place  vvdiere  they  in- 
VoL.II.  M  tended 
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tended  to  land,  they  w^ere  met  by  upwards  of 
two  hundred,  fome  in  their  canoes  with  their  fa¬ 
milies,  and  others  walking  along  the  fliore,  at¬ 
tended  by  about  forty  dogs  in  a  drove,  fhorn  clofe 
to  the  fkin  like  Iheep.  Notwithftanding  their 
numbers,  it  was  important  to  land  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  taking  angles ;  and  they  had  the  fatisfac-  ' 
tion  of  being  received  on  fliore  with  every  mark 
of  cordial  friendfhip.  Mr.  Whidbey  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  remain  no  longer  in  their 
fociety  than  was  abfolutely  neceifary  ;  and  having 
finillied  the  bufinefs  for  which  he  had  landed,  he 
inftantly  embarked,  and  continued  his  route  up 
the  inlet  until  the  evening,  when  he  landed  for 
the  night  about  nine  miles  within  its  entrance. 
In  the  morning  they  again  purfued  their  inquiry, 
and  foon  after  they  had  landed  to  break  fail,  they 
were  vifited  by  a  large  canoe  full  of  Indians,  wdio 
were  immediately  follow^ed  by  an  hundred  more 
of  the  natives,  bringing  with  them  the  mats  for 
covering  their  tem.porary  houfcs,  and,  feemingly, 
every  other  artigle  of  value  belonging  to  them. 

On  landing,  v/hich  they  did  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  their  behaviour  was  courteous  and 
friendly  in  the  higheli  degree.  A  middle-aged 
man,  to  all  appearance  the  chief  or  principal  per- 
fon  of  the  party,  was  foremoft  in  ihewing  marks 
of  the  greatefi  hofpitality  ;  and  perceiving  our 
party  were  at  breakfaft,  prefented  them  with 
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water,  roafted  roots,  dried  fifli,  and  other  articles 
ot  food.  This  perfon,  in  return,  received  fome 
prefents,  and  others  were  diftributed  amongft  the 
ladies  and  fome  of  the  party.  The  chief,  for  fo 
we  muft  diltinmifli  him,  had  two  hane'crs,  one 
of  Spaniih,  the  other  of  Englifli  manufaePeure,  on 
which  he  feemed  to  fet  a  very  high  value.  The 
fituation  of  the  fpot  where  they  had  landed  was 
delightful ;  the  fliores  on  each  fide  the  inlet  be¬ 
ing  compofed  of  a  low  country,  pleafmgly  diver- 
fified  by  hills,  dales,  extenfive  verdant  lawns,  and 
clear  fpaces  in  the  midft  of  the  forefi:,  which,  to- 
gether  with  the  cordial  reception  they  had  met 
from  the  natives,  induced  Mr.  Whidbey  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  examination  on  fhore  ;  on  this  occafion 
he  w^as  accompanied  by  the  chief  and  feveral  of 
the  party,  who  conducted  themfelves  with  the 
greateft  propriety  ;  though  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  civil  curiofity  in  examining  his  clothes,  and 
expreffing  a  great  defire  to  be  fatlsfxcd  as  to  the 
colour  of  the  Ikin  they  covered  ;  making  figns. 


that  his  hands  and  face  were  tainted  w'hite,  in- 

i  ' 
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From  thefe  circurnftances,  and  the  genera!  tenor 
of  their  behaviour,  Mr.  Whidbey  concluded  they 
had  not  before  feen  any  Europeans,  though,  from 
the  different  articles  they  poffeffed,  it  was  evi- 
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dent  a  communication  had  taken  place  ;  proba¬ 
bly  by  the  means  of  diftinft  trading  tribes.  The 
people^,  who  had  been  met  in  that  inlet  remov- 
'  ing  with  their  families,  and  all  their  moveable 
property,  were  not  unlikely  to  be  of  this  com¬ 
mercial  defcription  ;  particularly,  as  their  voyage 
was  towards  the  fea-coaft,  where,  in  fome  con¬ 
venient  fituation  near  to  the  general  refort  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  they  might  fix  their  abode  until  an  op¬ 
portunity  was  afforded  them  to  barter  their  com¬ 
modities  for  the  more  valuable  produdlions  of 
Europe,  which  are  afterwards  difpofed  of  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  country  at  a  very  ex¬ 
orbitant  price.  This  circumftance  tends,  in  fome 
degree,  to  corroborate  an  opinion  hazarded  on  a 
former  occafion  to  this  effecl. 

On  the. boats  being  ordered  on  fliore  to  receive 
Mr.  Whidbey  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  at¬ 
tended  him  in  his  walk,  the  launch  grounded, 
which  was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the  Indian 
chief,  than  he  was  foremoft  in  ufmg  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  fhove  her  ofi'.  This  being  effefted,  and 
the  gentlemen  embarked,  moft  of  thefe  good 
people  took  their  leave,  and  feemed  to  part  with 
their  newly-acquired  friends  with  great  reluc¬ 
tance.  The  chief,  and  a  few^  others,  accompa¬ 
nied  our  party,  until  they  had  advanced  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  entrance,  when  they, 
very  civilly,  took  their  departure  ;  here  the  arm 

branched 
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branched  off  from  its  former  direftlon  of  about 
N.  N.  W.,  to  the  weftward,  and  N.  E.  The 
latter  being  the  objedt  of  their  purfuit,  they  foon 
arrived  ofF  another  exteniive  and  populous  vil¬ 
lage,  whence  feveral  canoes  came  ofF  with  not 
lefs  than  feventy  of  the  natives  in  them  ;  and  fe¬ 
veral  others  were  feen  coming  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  fhore.  Thofe  who  approached  the 
boats  conduced  themfelves  with  the  utmofi;  pro¬ 
priety,  fhewing,  by  repeated  invitations  to  their 
dwellings,  the  greatefl  hofpitallty,  and  making 
figns  that  they  had  plenty  of  food  to  beftow.  In 
thefe  entreaties  the  ladles  were  particularly  ear- 
neft,  and  exprefFed  much  chagrin  and  mortifica¬ 
tion  that  their  offers  of  civility  v/erc  declined. 
As  the  boats  failed  pafl:  the  village  thofe  in  the 
canoes  returned  to  the  fliore. 

The  direflion  which  the  land  took  to  the  N.  E. 
condudled  them  to  a  confiderable  branch  whofe 
outer  points  lie  from  each  other  N.  20  W.,  about 
a  league  afunder.  From  its  eaftern  fhore  a  fhal- 
low  flat  of  fand,  on  which  are  fome  rocky  iflets 
and  rocks,  runs  out,  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  weffern  fhore,  forming  a  narrow  channel, 
navigated  by  them  in  nearly,  a  N.  N.  W.  direc¬ 
tion,  for  about  three  leagues.  The  depth,  at  its 
entrance,  was  twenty  fathoms  ;  but  gradually  de- 
creafed  to  four,  as  they  advanced  up  the  channel 
wdiich  is  formed  by  the  w^eftern  fliore,  and  the 
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fand-bank,  continuing  with  great  regularity, 
about  half  a  mile  wide,  to  the  latitude  ot  48^  24% 
longitude  23  7^  45%  where  it  then  ceafed  to  be  na¬ 
vigable  for  veffels  of  any  burthen,  in  confequence 
of  the  rocks  and  overfalls  from  three  to  twenty 
fathoms  deep,  and  a  very  irregular  and  difagree- 
able  tide.  On  meeting  thefe  impediments,  the 
party  returned,  with  intention  of  exploring  the 
opening  leading  to  the  weftward.  As  they  re- 
paffed  the  village,  they  were  again  vifited  by  their 
friendly  chief,  attended  by  two  or  three  canoes 
only,  who  prefented  them  v/ith  a  moft  welcome 
fupply  of  very  fine  fmall  fi  fli  which,  in  many  re- 
fpedls,  refembled,  and  moft  probably  were,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  the  fmelt.  He  accepted,  with  apparent 
pleafure,  an  invitation  into  the  launch,  where  he 
remained  with  Mr.  Whidbey  until  the  evening, 
ate  and  drank  of  fuch  things  as  were  offered  with 
the  greateft  confidence,  and  on  being  made  ac¬ 
quainted  that  the  party  was  going  to  reft,  bad 
them  farewell  with  every  mark  of  refpedl  and 
friendfliip. 

In  the  morning,  the  examination  of  the  wef- 

tern  branch  was  purfued,  and  found  to  termi- 

* 

nate  in  a  very  excellent  and  commodious  cove  or 
nabour,  wdth  regular  foundings  from  10  to  20 
fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  Its  wxftern  ex¬ 
tent  fituated  in  latitude  4  8^  ]  7%  longitude  237^ 
38%  is  not  more  than  a  league  from  the  eaftern 

fhore 
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fliore  of  the  main  inlet,  within  the  ftralts.  On 
each  point  of  the  harbour,  which  in  honor  of  a 
particular  friend  I  call  Penn’s  Cove,  was  a  de- 
ferted  village  ;  in  one  of  which  were  found  feve- 
ral  fepulchres  formed  exadlly  like  a  fentry  box. 
Some  of  them  were  open,  and  contained  the  fke- 
letons  of  many  young  children  tied  up  in  bafkets; 
the  fmaller  bones  of  adults  were  llkewife  noticed, 
but  no  one  of  the  limb  bones  could  here  be  found, 
w^hich  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  that  thefe,  by  the 
living  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  w'ere 
appropriated  to  ufeful  purpofes,  fuch  as  pointing 
their  arrows,  fpears,  or  other  weapons.  The  fur¬ 
rounding  country,  for  feveral  miles  in  moft  points 
of  view,  prefented  a  delightful  profpedl,  confift- 
ing  chiefly  of  fpacious  meadows,  elegantly  adorn¬ 
ed  with  clumps  of  trees  ;  amongil;  which  the  oak 
bore  a  very  confiderable  proportion,  in  fize  from 
four  to  fix  feet  in  circumference.  In  thefe  beau¬ 
tiful  paftures,  bordering  on  an  expanfive  fheet  of 
w^ater,  the  deer  were  feen  playing  about  in  great 
numbers.  Nature  had  here  provided  the  well- 
ftocked  park,  and  wanted  only  the  affiftance  of 
att  to  conftitute  that  dehrable  aflemblage  of  fur- 
face,  which  is  fo  much  fought  in  other  countries, 
.and  only  to  be  acquired  by  an  immoderate  ex¬ 
pence  in  manual  labour.  The  foil  principally 
confifted  of  a  rich,  black  vegetable  mould,  lying 
on  a  fandy  or  clayey  fubftratum  ;  the  grafs,  of 
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an  excellent  quality^  grew  to  the  height  of  three 
lect,  and  the  ferns,  which,  in  the  fandy  foils,  oc¬ 
cupied  the  clear  fpots,  were  nearly  twice  as  high. 
The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  branch  of  the 
fea  is,  according  to  Mr.  Whidbey’s  reprefentation, 
the  fineft  we  had  yet  met  with,  notwithftanding 
the  very  pleafing  appearance  of  many  others  ;  its 
natural  produftions  were  luxuriant  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  it  was,  by  no  means,  ill  fupplied  with 
ftreams  of  frefli  water.  The  number  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants  he  eihimated  at  about  fix  hundred,  which 
I  fliould  fuppofe  would  exceed  the  total  of  all  the 
natives  we  had  before  feen  ;  the  other  parts  of  the 
found  did  not  appear,  by  any  means,  fo  populous, 
as  we  had  been  vifited  by  one  fmall  canoe  only, 
in  which  were  five  of  the  natives,  who  civilly  fur- 
nilhed  us  with  fome  fmall  filh.  The  charadler 

f 

and  appearance  of  their  feveral  tribes  here  feen 
did  not  feem  to  differ  in  any  material  refped: 
from  each  other,  or  from  thofe  we  have  already 
had  occafion  to  mention. 

A  fortnight  had  now  been  dedicated  to  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  this  inlet;  which  I  have  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Admiralty  Inlet  :  we  had 
Hill  to  return  about  forty  miles  through  this  te¬ 
dious  inland  navigation,  before  we  could  arrive  on 
a  new  field  of  enquiry.  ,  The  broken  appearance 
of  the  region  before  us,  and  the  difficulties  we 
had  already  encountered  in  tracing  its  various 
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fliores,  inconteftlbly  proved,  that  the  objedl  of 
our  voyage  could  alone  be  accomplifhed  by  very 
flow  degrees.  Perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  ardu- 
oufnefs  of  the  tafk  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
and  the  progrefs  we  were  likely  to  make,  I  be¬ 
came  anxioufly  folicitous  to  move  the  inftant  an 
opportunity  lliould  ferve.  The  two  following  days 
were  however  unfavorable  to  that  purpofe,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  great  fatigue  our  people  had  lately  under¬ 
gone,  were  well  appropriated  to  holidays.  Sunday, 
the  3d,  all  hands  were  employed  in  filhing  with 
tolerably  good  fuccefs,  or  in  taking  a  little  recrea¬ 
tion  on  fliore ;  and  on  Monday,  the  4th,  they 
were  ferved  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  were  able 
to  provide  them,  with  double  allowance  of  grog 
to  drink  the  King’s  health,  it  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  His  Majefty’s  birth  ;  on  which  aufpicious 
day,  I  had  long  iince  defigned  to  take  formal  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  countries  we  had  lately  been 

«r 

employed  in  exploring,  in  the  name  of,  and  for 
His  Britannic  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceilbrs. 

To  execute  this  purpofe,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Broughton  and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on 
fhore  about  one  o’clock,  purfuing  the  ufual  for¬ 
malities  which  are  generally  obferved  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  and  under  the  dife barge  of  a  royal  falute 
from  the  veffels,  took  poffeffion  accordingly  of 
the  coaft,  from  that  part  ot  New  Albion,  in  the 
latitude  of  30°  20^  north,  and  lonyitude  230°  25^ 
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eaft,  to  the  entrance  of  this  inlet  of  the  fea,  faid 
to  be  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca;  as 
likewife  all  the  coaft  iflands,  &c.  within  the  faid 
ftraits,  as  well  on  the  northern  as  on  the  fouthern 
fliores ;  together  with  thofe  fituated  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  fea  we  had  difcovered,  extending  from  the 
faid  ftraits,  in  various  diredtions,  between  the 
north-weft,  north,  eaft,  and  fouthern  quarters  ; 
which  interior  fea  I  have  honored  with  the  name 
of  The  Gulf  of  Georgia,  and  the  conti¬ 
nent  binding  the  faid  gulf,  and  extending  fouth- 
ward  to  the  45  th  degree  of  north  latitude,  with 
that  of  New  Georgia,  in  honor  of  His  prefent 
Majefty.  This  branch  of  Admiralty  inlet  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Possession  Sound  ;  its 
weftern  arm,  after  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gard¬ 
ner,  I  diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  Port  Gard¬ 
ner,  and  its  fmaller  eaftern  one  by  that  of  Port 
Susan, 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

•» 

Quit  Admiralty  Inlet  and  proceed  to  the  Northward 
— Anchor  in  Birch  Bay — Profecute  the  Survey 
hi  the  Boats — Meet  two  Spantfh  VeJJeh—Afiro^ 
uomical  and  ttaiUlcal  Obfervatlons . 

Alight  breeze  fpringiog  up  from  the  N. 

W.  about  feven  in  the  morning  of  Tues¬ 
day  the  5  th  of  June,  we  failed  down  Poffeffioii 
found.  This  wind  brought  with  it,  as  ufual,  fc- 
rene  and  pleafant  weather.  Whilft  we  were 
paffing  gently  on,  the  chief,  who  had  lliewm  fo 
much  friendly  attention  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his 
party,  with  feveral  of  his  friends  came  on  board, 
and  prefented  us  with  f3me  fruit  and  dried  fill. 
He  entered  the  fliip  with  fome  rcluftance,  but 
•was  no  fooner  on  deck  than  he  feemed  perfectly 
reconciled  ;  and  with  much  inqulfitive  earneft- 
nefs  regarded  the  furrounding  objects,  the  novelty 
of  vvTJch  feemed  to  fill  his  mind  with  furpnfe 
and  admiration.  The  unaffedled  h'ofpitable  atr 
tention  lie  had  lliewn  our  people,  was  not  likely 
upon  this  occaiion  to  be  forgotten.  After  he 
had  vifited  the  different  parts  of  the  Ihip,  at 
which  he  expreffed  the  greateir  affonifhment,  I 

preffnted 
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prefented  him  and  his  friends  with  an  affortment 
of  fuch  things  as  they  efteemed  to  be  mofi:  valu¬ 
able  ;  and  then  they  took  their  leave,  feemlngly 
highly  pleated  with  their  reception. 

The  N.  W.  wind  was  unfavorable  after  we 

were  clear  of  Poffeffion  found,  and  obliged  us  to 

work  to  windward,  which  difeovered  to  us  a  fhoal 

lying  in  a  bay,  juft  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  north 

point  of  entrance  into  the  found,  a  little  dlftance 

from  the  ihore.  It  fhews  itfelf  above  water,  and 

is  dlfcoverable  by  the  foundings  gradually  de- 

/ 

creating  to  ten,  feven,  and  five  fathoms,  and 
cannot  be  confidered  as  any  material  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  navigation  of  the  bay.  As  the  ebb¬ 
tide  was  greatly  in  our  favour,  I  did  not  wait  to 
examine  it  further,  but  continued  plying  to  wind¬ 
ward  until  midnight,  when  being  unable  to  gain 
any  ground  againft  the  ftrength  of  the  flood,  w^e 
anchored  in  22  fathoms  water  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  weftern.fhore  of  Admiralty  inlet,  and 
about  half  way  between  Oak  cove  and  Marrow- 
ftone  point ;  the  Chatham  having  anchored  be¬ 
fore  us  fome  diftance  aftern. 

The  ebb  again  returned  at  the  rate  of  about 
three  miles  per  hour  ;  but  as  it  was  calm  we  did 
not  move  until  the  N.  W.  wind  fet  in  about  fe¬ 
ven  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  0th,  wdien 
we  worked  out  of  the  inlet. 

Haying  reached  its  entrance,  we  w^ere  met  by 

feveral 
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feveral  canoes  from  the  weftward.  Some  of  the 
headmoft,  when  they  had  advanced  near  to  the 
fhip  made  iigns  of  peace,  and  came  alongfide, 
giving  us  to  underfliand  that  their  friends  behind 
wiflied  to  do  the  fame,  and  requefted  we  would 
fliorten  fail  for  that  purpofe.  They  feemed  very 
felicitous  to  diffuade  us  from  proceeding  to  the 
northward  by  very  vociferous  and  vehement  ar¬ 
guments  ;  but  as  their  language  was  completely 
unintelligible,  and  their  wifies  not  appertaining 
to  the  objedl  of  our  purfuit,  fo  far  as  we  were 
enabled  to  comprehend  their  meaning,  we  treated 
their  advice  with  perfedt  indifference,  on  which 
they  departed,  joined  the  reft  of  their  country¬ 
men,  and  proceeded  up  Admiralty  inlet,  whole 
north  point,  called  by  me  Point  Partridge, 
is  fituated  in  latitude  48®  lOS  longitude  237*^  3  If 
and  is  formed  by  a  high  white  fandy  cliff,  hav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  verdant  lawms  on  cither  fide  of  it. 
Pafftng  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  from  this 
point  we  very  fuddenly  came  on  a  fmall  fpace  of 
ten  fathom  water,  but  immediately  again  in- 
creafed  our  depth  to  20  and  30  fathoms.  After 
advancing  a  few  miles  along  the  caftern  ftiore 
of  the  gulf,  we  found  no  effedl  either  from  the 
ebb  or  flood  tide,  and  the  wdnd  being  light  and 
variable  from  the  northward,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  20  fathoms 
water,  fandy  bottom. 

In 
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In  this  fituatlon  New  Dungenefs  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  54  W.  ;  the  eaft  point  of  Protection  ifland 
S.  15W.  ;  the  weft  point  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
which  after  my  much  efteemed  iriend  Captain 
George  Wilfon  of  the  navy,  I  diftinguiihcd  by 
the  name  of  PorxT  W ilson,  S.  35  E.  lituated 
in  latitude  48°  10"',  longitude  23/'’  sC;  the 
neareft  fliore  eaft,  two  leagues  diftant  ;  a  low 
fandy  ifland,  forming  at  its  weft  end  a  low  clift, 
above  which  fomc  dwarf  trees  are  produced  from 
N.  2(3  VV"^.  to  N.  40  W.  ;  and  the  propofed  fta- 
tion  for  the  veilels  during  the  examination  of  the 
continental  fliore  by  the  boats,  which,  from  Mr. 
Broughton  who  had  vifited  it,  obtained  the  name 
of  Strvavberky  Bay,  N.  1  i  W.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  fix  leases,  fituated  in  a  region 
apparently  much  broken  add  ^divided  by  w^ater. 
'Here  wc  remained  until  feven  in  the  evening  ; 
we  then  wxighed,  but  with  fo  little  wdnd,  that 
after  having  drifted  to  the  fouthward  of  our  for¬ 
mer  ftatlon,  w^e  v/ere  obliged  a2:ain  to  anchor 
until  fix  the  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  7th, 
when  we  made  an  attempt  to  proceed,  but  were 
loon  again  compelled  to  become  ftationary  near 
our  lait  fituation. 

On  rctlecHng  that  the  fum^mier  w^as  now  faft 
advancing,  and  that  the  flow  progrefs  of  the  vef- 
fels  occafioned  too  much  delay,  1  determined, 
rather  than  lofe  the  advantages  wdiich  the  pre¬ 
vailing 
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vailing  favorable  weather  now  afforded  for  boat 
expeditions,  to  difpatch  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch, 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  with  a  week’s 
provifions,  in  order  that  the  fiiores  fliould  be  im¬ 
mediately  explored  to  the  next  intended  ftation 
of  the  veiTels,  whither  they  would  proceed  as 
foon  as  circumftances  would  allow.  In  this  ar¬ 
rangement  I  was  well  aware,  it  could  not  be  con- 

¥ 

fidered  judicious  to  part  with  our  launch,  whilft 
the  fhip  remained  in  a  tranfitory  unfixed  ftate  in 
this  unknown  and  dangerous  navigation  ;  yet  fhe 
was  fo  eflentially  neceflary  to  the  -protedlion  of 
our  detached  parties,  that  I  refolved  to  encoun¬ 
ter  fome  few  difficulties  on  board,  rather  than 
fuffer  the  delay,  or  k)fe  fo  valuable  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  profecution  of  the  furvey.  In  diredl- 
ing  this,  orders  were  given  not  to  examine  any 
openings  to  the  northward,  beyond  Strawberry 
bay,  but  to  determine  the  boimdaries-of  the  con¬ 
tinental  ffiore  leading  to  the  north  and  eaftwa'rd, 
as  far  as  might  be  pracficable  to  its  parallel,  whi¬ 
ther  they  were  to  refort  after  performing  the  tafk 
affigned.  On  this  fcrvice  they  departed,  and  di¬ 
rected  their  courfe  for  the  firii:  opening  on  the 
eaftern  ffiore  about  3  or  4  leagues  difrant,  bearing 
by  compafs  from  the  Ihip  N.  by  E. 

Having  repaired  to  the  low  fandy  ifland  al¬ 
ready  noticed,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  fome 
angles,  I  found  fome  rocks  lying  on  its  weftern. 

fide 
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fide  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from^  Its  fliores;- 
and  that  the  eaftern  part  of  it  was  formed  by  a 
very  narrow  low  fpit  of  land,  over  which  the  tide 
nearly  flowed.  Its  fituation  is  in  latitude  48^  24\ 
longitude  237°  Amongfi:  the  various  bear¬ 

ings  that  it  became  neceflhry  to  take  here,  w^ere 
thofe  of  the  tv/o  remarkably  high  fnowy  moun¬ 
tains  fo  frequently  mentioned.  Mount  Baker 
bore  N.  (33  E.  ;  mount  Ptalnier  S.  2/  E. ;  and 
from  a  variety  of  obfervations  purpofely  made  for 
fixing  their  refpedllve  fituations,  it  appeared  that 
mount  Baker  was  in  latitude  48^  3Q^  longitude 
238^  20'',  and  mount  Ptamier  in  latitude  4/° 
longitude  238°  2P.  To  the  fouthw-ard  of  thefe 
w^ere  now  feen  tw’^o  other  very  loftjo  round, 
fnoww  mountains,  lying  apparently  in  the  fame 
north  and  fouth  dlredlion,  or  nearly  fo ;  but  wx 
w^ere  unable  to  afeertain  their  pofltive  fituation. 
The  fumm>its  of  thefe  were  vlfiblc  only  at  tw^o  or 
three  fcatioiis  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Admiralty 
inlet;  they  appeared  to  be  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow  as  low  down  as  we  were  enabled  to  fee, 
,and  feemed  as  if  they  rofe  from  an  extcnfivc  plain 
of  low  country. 

When  due  attention  Is  paid  to  the  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  that  ftretch  to  the  fouthw^ard 
from  the  bafe  of  mount  Rainier,  a  probability 
arifes  of  the  fame  chain  being  continued,  fo  as  to 
connect  the  w  hole  in  one  barrier  along  the  coaft, 

at 
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at  uncertain  diftances  from  its  fhores ;  although 
intervals  may  exift  in  the  ridge  where  the  moun¬ 
tains  may  not  be  fufficiently  elevated  to  have 
been  difcernible  from  our  feveral  flat  ions.  The 
like  efFedl  is  produced  by  the  two  former  moun¬ 
tains,  whofe  immenfe  height  permitted  their  ap¬ 
pearing  very  confpicuoufly,  long  before  we  ap¬ 
proached  fufficiently  near  to  diftinguifli  the  in¬ 
termediate  range  of  rugged  mountains  that  con¬ 
ned;  them,  and  from  whofe  fummits  their  bafes 


originate. 


About  fix  in  the  evening,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  we  weighed  and  fiiood  to  the 
northw^ard  ;  but  after  having  advanced  about  1 1 
miles,  the  wand  became  light  and  obliged  us  to 
anchor  about  nine  that  evening,  in  3/  fathoms 
water,  hard  bottom,  in  fome  places  rocky  ;  in 
this  fituation  wc  were  detained  by  calms  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  Friday  the 
8th.  Our  obferved  latitude  here,  was  48*^  29^, 
longitude  237^^  2q':  the  country,  occupying  the 
northern  horizon  in  all  dlredlons,  appeared  to 
be  exceffively  broken,  and  infulated.  Stra\^- 
berry  bay  bore,  by  compafs,  N.  loW.  about  three 
leagues  diflant  ;  the  opening  on  the  continental 
ffiore,  the  firft  objed  for  the  examination  of  the 
detached  party,  with  fome  fmall  rocky  ifiets  be¬ 
fore  its  entrance  that  appeared  very  narrov/,  bore, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  five  miles,  S.  8/  E. ;  point 
VoL.  II.  N  Par- 
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Partridge  S.  21  E.  ;  the  low  fandy  iOand  foutb  ; 
the  fouth  part  of  the  wefternmoft  fhore,  which 
is  compofed  of  iflands  and  rocks,  S.  37  W.  about 
two  miles  diftant  ;  the  neareft  fnore  was  within 
about  a  mile;  a  very  dangerous  funken  rock,  vi- 
fible  only  at  low  tide,  lies  off  from  a  low  rocky 
point  on  this  fhore,  bearing  N.  7qW.  ;  and  a 
very  unfafe  cluftcr  of  fmall  rocks,  feme  con- 
ftantly,  and  others  vifiblc  only  near  low  w-ater, 
bore  N.  15  W.  about  two  miles  and  a  half  dif¬ 
tant. 

This  country  prefented  a  very  different  afpeft 
from  that  wdiich  w^e  had  been  accuilomed  to  be¬ 
hold  further  fouth.  The  fhores  now  before  us- 
were  compofed  of  fteep  rugged  rocks,  whofe  fur- 
face  varied  exceedingly  in  refpedl  to  height,  and 
exhibited  little  more  than  the  barren  rock,  which 
in  fome  places  produced  a  little  herbage  of  a  dull 
colour,  with  a  few’  dwarf  trees. 

V/ith  a  tolerably  good  breeze  from  the  north, 
we  weighed  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
with  a  flood  tide,  turned  up  into  StrawTerry  bay, 
where,  in  about  three  hours,  wx  anchored  in  l5> 
fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom.  This  bay  is  fituated 
on  the  weft  fide  of  an  ifland,  which,  producing 
an  abundance  of  upright  cyprefs,  obtained  the 
name  of  Cypress  Island.  The  bay  is  of  fmall 
extent,  and  not  very  deep  ;  its  fouth  point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E.  ;  a  fmcdl  iflet,  forming 
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nearly  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  round  which 
is  a  clear  good  paffage  weft ;  and  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile.  JThis  fituation,  though  very  com¬ 
modious,  in  refpecft  to  the  fhore,  is  greatly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  winds,  and  fea  in  a  S.  S.  E.  direc¬ 
tion. 

In  confequence  of  the  wind  ceafing,  the  Chat¬ 
ham,  w’hilft  endeavouring  to  gain  this  anchorage, 
was,  by  a  ftrong  flood  tide,  driven  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  ifland,  where  fhe  w^as  compelled  to 
anchor.  The  next  morning,  Saturday  Qth,  I 
received  from  Mr.  Broughton  a  letter  acquaint¬ 
ing  me,  that,  having  been  obliged  to  anchor  on 
a  rocky  bottom,  on  account  of  the  ftrength  and 
irregularity  of  the  tide,  their  ftream  cable  had 
been  cut  through  by  the  rocks  ;  and  that,  after 
feveral  attempts  to  recover  the  anchor,  the  rapi¬ 
dity  of  the  tide  had  rendered  all  their  efforts  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  and  he  w^as  very  apprehenfive  that,  re¬ 
maining  longer  in  that  fituation,  for  the  purpofe 
of  repeating  his  endeavours,  might  endanger  the 
iofs  alfo  of  the  bower  anchor  by  v/hich  they  were 
then  riding.  In  reply,  I  defired,  if  the  anchor 
could  not  be  regained  by  the  next  flack  tide, 
that  they  would  defift,  rather  than  run  a  rifk  of 
ftill  greater  importance. 

A  fine  fandy  beach,  forming  the  fliores  of  the 
bay,  gave  us  the  hope  of  procuring  a  good  fupply 
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of  filh,  as  the  Chatham,  on  her  former  vifit,  had 
been  very  fuccefsfuly  we  were  however,  unfor¬ 
tunately  mlftaken  j  the  feme  was  repeatedly 
hauled,  but  to  no  effed:. 

The  Chatham  arrived  in  the  bay  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  loth,  with  the  lofs  of  her  ftream 
anchor ;  and  in  the  afternoon  the  boats  returned 
from  their  furvey. 

From  the  officers,  I  became  acquainted,  that 
the  firft  inlet  communicated  with  port  Gardner, 
by  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  channel,  which, 
for  a  confiderable  diftance,  was  not  forty  yards 
in  width,  and  abounded  with  rocks  above  and 
beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.  Thefe  impedi¬ 
ments,  in  addition  to  the  great  rapidity  and  irre¬ 
gularity  of  the  tide,  rendered  the  paflage  naviga¬ 
ble  only  for  boats  or  veffels  of  very  fmall  burthen. 
This  determined  all  the  eaflern  fhore  of  the 
gulf,  frotli  S.  W.  point  of  this  ^  paflage,  in  la¬ 
titude  48°  longitude  237^  37^,  to  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  Pofleffion  found,  in  lati¬ 
tude  47°  53^  longitude  23  7*^  47"',  to  be  an  ifland, 
which,  in  its  broadeft  part,  is  about  ten  miles 
acrofs  ;  and  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Whidbey’s 
circumnavigation,  I  diftinguifhed  it  by  the  name 
of  W hidbey’s  Island  :  and  this  northern  pafs, 
leading  into  port  Gardner,  Deception  Pas¬ 
sage. 

Hence  they  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 

the 
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the  continental  coaft  leading  to  the  northward, 
and  entered  what  appeared  to  be  a  fpaclous 
found,  or  opening,  extending  widely  in  three  di- 
redtlons  to  the  eaftward  of  our  prefcnt  ftation. 
One,  leading  to  the  fouthward,  and  another,  to 
the  eaftward,  they  examined,  and  found  them 
to  terminate  alike  in  deep  bays,  aftbrding  good 
anchorage,  though  inconvenient  communication 
with  the  Iho-res ;  particularly  towards  the  head 
of  each  bay,  on  account  of  a  fhallow  flat  of 
fand  or  mud,  which  met  them  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  land.  Having  fixed  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  continent  as  far  to  the  north  as  the 
latitude  of  this  ifland,  agreeably  to  their  direc¬ 
tions,  they  returned,  leaving  unexplored  a  large 
opening  which  took  a  northern  diredlion,  as  alfo 
the  (pace  that  appeared  to  be  the  main  arm  of 
the  gulf,  to  the  north-weftward,  where  the  ho¬ 
rizon  was  unbounded,  and  its  width  feemed  very 
confiderable.  The  country  they  had  feen  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Deception  pafikgc,  is  much  divided 
by  water,  and  bore  nearly  the  fame  fterll  appear¬ 
ance  with  that  of  our  prefcnt  fituation  ;  except¬ 
ing  near  the  heads  of  the  two  large  bays,  which 
they  had  examined  on  the  continental  fhore. 
There  the  land  was  of  a  moderate  height,  unoc¬ 
cupied  by  rocky  precipices,  and  was  well  wooded 
with  timber.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition, 
feveral  defer  ted  villages  had  been  fecn,  and  forne 
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of  the  natives  met  with,  who  differed  not,  in 
any  material  particular,  as  to  their  perfons,  nor 
in  their  civil  and  hofpitable  deportment,  from 
thofe  we  had  been  fo  happy,  on  former  occafions, 
to  call  our  friends. 

As  our  prefent  anchorage  was  much  expofed,and 
fupplled  us  with  no  fort  of  refrefhment,  except¬ 
ing  a  few  fmaii  wild  onions  or  leeks,  1  determined, 
on  this  information,  to  proceed  with  the  velTels 
up  the  gulf,  to  the  N.  W.  in  queft  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation,  from  whence  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  might  be  difpatched,  to  complete  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  arm  which  had  been  left  un- 
finilhed,  and  another  party,  to  profecute  their  in¬ 
quiries  to  the  N.  W.  or  in  fuch  other  direction 
as  the  gulf  might  take. 

With  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  11th, 
we  quitted  this  ftation,  and  paffed  between  the 
fmall  ifland  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay  to 
the  north- weft  ward,  through  a  clufter  of  nume¬ 
rous  iffands,  rocks,  and  rocky  Iflets.  On  Mr. 
Broughton’s  firft  vlfit  hither,  he  found  a  great 
quantity  of  very  excellent  ftrawberries,  which 
gave  it  the  name  of  Strawberry  bay  ;  but,  on 
our  arrival,  the  fruit  feafon  was  paffed.  The  bay 
affords  good  and  fecure  anchorage,  though  fome- 
what  expofed  ;  yet,  in  fair  weather,  w^ood  and 
water  way  be  eahly  procured.  The  ifland  of 
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Cyprefs  is  principally  compofcd  of  high  rocky 
mountains,  and  fteep  perpendicular  xliffs,  which, 
in  the  centre  of  Strawberry  bay,  fall  a  little  back, 
and  the  fpace  between  the  foot  of  the  mountaiiiii 
and  the  fea-fide  is  occupied  by  low  marfliy  land, 
through  which  are  fcveral  fmall  runs  of  molt 
excellent  water,  that  find  their  way  into  the  bay 
by  oozing  through  the  beach.  It  is  fituated  in 
latitude  48^  St)!'',  longitude  237°  34^  The  va¬ 
riation  of  the  compafs,  by  eighteen  fets  of  azi¬ 
muths  diifering  from  18^  to  21°  taken  on  board, 
and  on  &ore,  fince  our  departure  from  Admi¬ 
ralty  inlet,  gave  the  mean  refult  of  IQ^  5^  eait- 
wardly.  The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  w^as  incon- 


fiderable,  though  the  liream  was  rapid :  the  ebb 
came  from  the  eaft,  and  it  was  high  water  2^  3/^ 
after  the  moon  had  palled  the  meridian. 

We  proceeded  firft  to  the  north-eaftw'ard,  paf- 
fing  the  branch  of  the  gulf  that  had  been  partly 
examined,  and  then  diredlcd  our  courfe  to  the 
N.  W.  along  that  which  appeared  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  continental  lliore,  formed  by  low 
fandy  cliff's,  rlfing  from  a  beach  of  land  and 
Ifones.  The  country  modera.tcly  elevated,  Ifretch- 
cd  a  confiderable  dillance  from  the  N.  W.  round 
to  the  fouth-ealfw-ard,  before  it  afeended  to  join 
the  range  of.  rugged,  fnowy  mountains.  This 
connected  barrier,  from  the  bafe  of  mount  Baker, 
Iflll  continued  very  lofty,  and  appeared  to  ex- 
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tend  in  a  diredlon  leading  to  the  weftward  of 
north.  The  foundings  along  the  ftiore  were  re¬ 
gular,  from  12  to  25  and  30  fathoms,  as  we  ap¬ 
proached,  or  increafed  our  diftance  from,  the 
land,  which  feldom  exceeded  two  miles  :  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  gulf  to  the  fouth-weftward, 
compofed  of  numerous  iflands,  vras  at  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  about  two  leagues.  As  the  day  ad-^ 
variced,  the  S.  E.  wind  gradually  died  away, 
and,  tor  tome  J^ours,  we  remtained  nearly  fta- 
tionary. 

In  the  evening,  a  light  breeze  favoring  the  plan 
I  liad  in  contemplation,  we  fteered  for  a  bay  that 
prcfented  itfelf,  where,  about  fix  o’clock,  we  an¬ 
chored  in  fix  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom,  half 
a  mile  from  the  lliore.  The  points  of  the  bay 
bore  by  compafs  S.  32  W.  and  N.  72  W. ;  the 
wefternmoft  part  of  that  which  we  confidered  to 
be  the  main  land  weft,  about  three  leagues  dif- 
tant ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  point  appeared  the 
principal  diredlion  of  the  gulf,  though  a  very 
confiderable  arm  feemed  to  branch  from  it  to 
the  north-eaftward.  As  foon  as  the  fhip  was 
fecured,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  infpedl  the  fhores 
of  the  bay,  and  found,  with  little  trouble,  a  very 

convenient  fituation  tor  our  fevcral  ncceffary  du- 
•  *• 

tics  on  fhore ;  of  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  ob- 
fervatory  was  my  chief  objedl,  as  I  much  wiflied 
for  a  further  trial  of  the  rate  of  the  chrenome-^ 
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ters,  now  that  it  was  probable  we  fhould  remain 
at  reft  a  fufficient  time  to  make  the  requifite  ob- 
fervations  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Broughton  re¬ 
ceived  my  diredions  to  this  cfFed,  as  alfo,  that 
the  veflels  fliould  be  removed,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  about  a  mile  further  up  the  bay  to  the  N.  E. 
where  they  would  be  more  conveniently  fta- 
tioned  for  our  feveral  operations  on  fhore  ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  bufinefs  of  the  obfervatory  fhould 
acquire  a  degree  of  forwardnefs,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
in  the  Difco very’s  cutter,  attended  by  the  Chat¬ 
ham’s  launch,  was  to  proceed  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  coaft  unexplored  to  the 
S.  E.  ;  Vvhilft  myfelf,  in  the  yawl,  accorripanied 
by  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch,  direded  our  re- 
fearches  up  the  main  inlet  of  the  gulf. 

Matters  thus  arranged,  with  a  week’s  provi- 
hon  in  each  boat,  I  departed  at  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  1 2th.  The  moft  northerly 
branch,  though  attrading  our  firft  attention, 
caufed  little  delay ;  it  foon  terminated  in  two 
open  bays ;  the  fouthernmoft,  w  hich  is  the 
fmalleft,  has  two  fmall  rocks  lying  off  its  fouth 
point ;  it  extends  in  a  circular  form  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  wdth  a  fhoal  of  fand  projeding  fome  dif- 
tance  from  its  fhores.  This  bay  affords  good 
anchorage  from  feven  to  ten  fathoms  water  :  the 
other  is  much  larger,  and  extends  to  the  north- 
w^ard ;  thefe,  by  noon,  wc  had  paffed  round,  but 
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the  fhoals  attached  to  the  fliores  of  each,  and 
^  particularly  to  thofe  of  the  latter,  prevented  our 
reaching  v/ithin  four  or  five  miles  of  their  heads. 
The  point  conftituting  the  weft  extremity  of 
thefe  bays,  is  that  which  was  feen  from  the  fhip, 
and  confidered  as  the  weftern  part  ot  the  main 
land,  of  which  it  is  a  fmall  portion,  much  ele- 
varx'd  at  the  fouth  extremity  of  a  very  low  nar¬ 
row^  peninfula ;  its  higheft  part  is  to  the  S.  E. 
formed  by  high  white  fand  cliffs  falling  perpen¬ 
dicularly  into  the  fea ;  from  whence  a  fhoal  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  round  it, 
joining  thofe  of  the  larger  bay ;  whilft  its  fouth- 
weft  extremity,  not  more  than  a  mile  in  an  eaft 
and  weft  dirediion  from  the  former,  is  one  of 
thofe  low'^  projedting  fandy  points,  with  ten  to 
feven  fathoms  w^ater,  within  a  few  yards  of  it. 
From  this  point,  fituated  in  latitude  48^  5/\ 
longitude  23/°  20^  (which  I  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Point  IIoberts,  after  my  efteem- 
ed  friend  and  predecefior  in  the  Difeovery)  the 
coaft  takes  a  diredlion  N.  28  W.  and  prefented 
a  taflc  of  examination  to  which  we  conceived 
our  equipment  very  unequal.  That  which,  from 
hence,  appeared  the  northern  extreme  of  the 
continental  fiiore,  w^as  a  low  bluff  point,  that 
feemed  to  form  the  fouthern  entrance  into  an 
extcnfive  found,  bearing  N.  25  W.  with  broken 
land  ftretching  about  5^  farther  to  the  wxitward. 

Between 
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'Between  this  diredion  and  N,  79  W,  the  hori¬ 
zon  feemed  uninterrupted,  excepting  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  fmall  though  very  high  round 
ifland,  lying  N.  52  W.  apparently  at  the  diftance 
of  many  leagues.,  Having  thus  early  examined 
and  fixed  the  continental  fhore  to  the  furthefl 
point  feen  from  the  fliip,  I  determined  to  profe- 
cute  our  inquiries  to  the  utmofl:  limits  that  care 
and  frugality  could  extend  our  fupplies ;  and, 
having  taken  the  necefl'ary  angles,  we  proceeded, 
but  foon  found  our  progrefs  along  the  eaftern  or 
continental  fliore  materially  impeded  by  a  flioai 
that  extends  from  point  Roberts  N.  80  W.  ieveii 
or  eight  miles,  then  flretches  N.  35  W.  about 
five  or  fix  miles  further,  wdiere  it  takes  a  north¬ 
erly  diredlion  towards  the  above  low  bluff  point. 
Along  the  edge  of  this  bank  we  had  foundings 
from  ten  to  one  fathom,  as  we  increafed  or  de- 
creafed  our  diftance  from  the  eaftern  iliore ;  to 
approach  w  hich  all  our  endeavours  vrere  exerted 
to  no  purpofe,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
the  flioal  having  forced  us  nearly  into  the  middle 
of  the  gulf,  we  flood  over  to  its  weftern  fide,  in 
order  to  land  for  the  night,  and  to  cook  our 
provifions  for  the  enfuing  day,  which  being  al- 

1 

ways  performed  by  thofe  on  watch  during  the 
night,  prevented  any  delay  on  that  account,  in 
the  day  time.  As  we  flood  to  the  wxlHvard, 
our  depth  foon  increafed  to  15  fathoms,  after 

wdiich 
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which  we  gained  no  bottom  until  we  reached 
the  weftern  Ihore  of  the  gulf,  where,  on  our  ar¬ 
rival  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  it  w^as 
with  much  difficulty  we  were  enabled  to  land 
on  the  fteep  rugged  rocks  that  compofe  the 
coaft,  for  the  purpofe  of  cooking  only,  and  were 
compelled,  by  this  unfavorable  circumftance,  to 
remain  and  ileep  in  the  boats. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  1 3th, 
we  again  direfiled  our  courfe  to  the  eaftern  ffiore, 
and  landed  about  noon,  on  the  above-mentioned 
low  bluff  point.  This,  as  was  fufpedted,  formed 
the  fouth  point  of  a  very  extenfive  found,  with 
a  fmall  arm  leading  to  the  eaftward  :  the  fpace, 
v/hich  feemed  to  be  its  main  diredtion,  and  ap¬ 
peared  very  extenfive,  took  a  northerly  courfe. 
The  obferved  latitude  here  was  4Q°  ]  Q^,  longi¬ 
tude  237^  making  this  point  (which,  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  my  friend  Captain  George  Grey  of 
the  navy,  was  called  Point  Grey)  feven  leagues 
from  point  Roberts.  The  intermediate  fpace  is 
occupied  by  very  low  land,  apparently  a  fwampy 
flat,  that  retires  feveral  miles,  before  the  country 
rifes  to  meet  the  rugged  fnowy  mountains,  which 
we  found  ftill  continuing  in  a  dircdlion  nearly 
along  the  coaft.  This  low  flat  being  very  much 
inundated,  and  extending  behind  point  Roberts, 
to  join  the  low  land  in  the  bay  to  the  eaftward 
of  that  point ;  giv€s  its  high  land,  when  feen  at 

a  diftance. 
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a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  an  ifland:  this^ 
however,  is  not  the  cafe,  notwithftanding  there 
are  two  openings  between  this  point  and  point 
Grey.  Thefe  can  only  be  navigable  for  canoes, 
as  the  fhoal  continues  along- the  coaft  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  £hore,  on 
which  were  lodged,  and  efpecially  before  thefe 
openings,  logs  of  w^ood,  and  ftumps  of  trees  in¬ 
numerable. 

From  point  Grey  we  proceeded  firft  up  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  found,  where,  about  a 
league  within  its  entrance,  we  paffed  to  the 
northward  of  an  ifland  which  nearly  terminated 
its  extent,  forming  a  paflage  from  ten  to  feven 
fathoms  deep,  not  more  than  a  cable’s  length  In 
wadth.  Th  is  ifland  lying  exadlly  acrofs  the 
channel,  appeared  to  form  a  fimilar  paffage  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  with  a  fmaller  ifland  lying  be- 
fore  it.  From  thefe  iflands,  the  channel,  in 
width  about  half  a  mile,  continued  its  diredion 
about  eaft.  Here  w^e  were  met  by  about  fifty 
Indians,  in  their  canoes,  who  conduced  them- 
felves  with  the  greatefl:  decorum  and  civility, 
prefenting  us  wdth  feveral  fifh  cooked,  and  un- 
dreffed,  of  the  fort  already  mentioned  as  refem- 
bling  the  fmelt.  Thefe  good  people,  finding  we 
wxre  inclined  to  make  fome  return  for  their  hof- 
pltality,  fliewed  much  underftanding  in  prefer¬ 
ring  iron  to  copper. 


For 
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For  the  fake  of  the  company  of  our  new 
friends,  we  flood  on  under  an  eafy  fail,  which 
encouraged  them  to  attend  us  fome  little  dlflance 
'up  the  arm.  The  major  part  of  the  canoes  twdee 
paddled  forward,  aiTembled  before  us,  and  each 
time  a  conference  was  held.  Our  vifit  and  ap¬ 
pearance  were  moft  likely  the  objedts  of  their 
confultation,  as  our  motions  on  thefe  occafions 
feemed  to  engage  the  whole  of  their  attention. 
The  fubjedl  matter,  which  remained  a  profound 
fecret  to  us,  did  not  appear  of  an  unfriendly  na¬ 
ture  to  us,  as  they  foon  returned,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  exprefled  additional  cordiality  and  refpeft. 
Th  is  fort  of  condudl  always  creates  a  degree  of 
fufpicion,  and  fliould  ever  be  regarded  with  a 
w'atchful  eye.  In  our  fliort  intercourfe  with  the 
people  of  this  country,  we  have  generally  found 
thefe  confultations  take  place,  whether  their 
numbers  were  great  or  fmall ;  and  though  I  have 
ever  confidered  it  prudent  to  be  cautiouily  at¬ 
tentive  on  fuch  occafions,  they  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  confidered  as^indicating  at  all  times 
a  pofitlve  intention  of  concerting  hoflile  mea- 
fures ;  having  witnefled  many  of  thefe  confe¬ 
rences,  without  our  experiencing  afterwards  any 
alteration  in  their  friendly  difpofition.  This  was 
now  the  cafe  wfith  our  numerous  attendants,  w^ho 
gradually  difperfed  as  wc  advanced  from  the  fla- 
tlon  where  we  had  firft  met  them,  and  three  or 

four 
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lour  canoes  only  accompanied  ns  np  a  naviga¬ 
tion  which,  in  fbme  places,  does  not  exceed  an 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  width. 

We  landed  for  the  night  about  half  a  league 
from  the  head  of  the  inlet,  and  about  three 
leagues  from  its  entrance.  Our  Indian  vifitors 
'  remained  with  us  until  by  figns  we  gave  them 
to  underftand  we  were  going  to  reft,  and  after 
receiving  fome  acceptable  articles,  they  retir¬ 
ed,  and  by  means  of  the  fiime  lane:uage,  pro- 
mlfed  an  abundant  fupply  of  fifii  the  next  day; 
our  fcliie  having  been  tried  in  their  prefence 
with  very  little  fuccefs.  A  great  defire  was  ma- 
nifeflicd  by  thefe  people  to  imitate  our  adtions, 
efpecially  in  the  firing  of  a  muileet,  wdiich  one  of 
them  performed,  though  with  much  fear  and 
trembling.  They  minutely  attended  to  all  our 
tranfadlions,  and  examined  the  color  of  our  fkins 
with  infinite  curiofity.  In  other  refpedts  they 
differed  little  from  the  generality  of  the  natives 
wc  had  feen :  they  poffeffed  no  European  com¬ 
modities,  or  trinkets,  excepting  fome  rude  orna¬ 
ments  apparently  made  from  ftieet  copper ;  this 
circumftance,  and  the  general  tenor  of  their  be¬ 
haviour,  gave  us  reafon  to  conclude  that  we  wxre 
the  firft  people  from  a  civlli2xd  country  they  had 
yet  feen.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  they  were 
nearly  conned ed,  or  had  much  intercourfe  with 

other 
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Other  Indians,  who  traded  with  the  European  or 
American  adventurers. 

The  ihores  in  this  iituation  were  formed  by 
fteep  rocky  cliffs,  that  aiforded  no  convenient 
Ipace  for  pitching  our  tent,  which  compelled  us 
to  fleep  in  the  boats.  Some  of  the  young  gen¬ 
tlemen,  however,  preferring  the  ftony  beach  for 
their  couch,  without  duly  confidering  the  line 
of  high  water  mark,  found  themfelves  Incom¬ 
moded  by  the  flood  tide,  of  which  they  were 
not  apprized  until  they  were  nearly  afloat ;  and 
one  of  them  flept  fo  found,  that  I  believe  he 
might  have  been  conveyed  to  fome  diftance,  had 
he  not  been  awakened  by  his  companions. 

Perfedlly  fatisfied  with  our  refearches  in  this 
branch  of  the  found,  at  four  In  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  14th,  we  retraced  our  pafTage  in  ; 
leaving  on  the  northern  fhore,  a  fmall  opening 
extending  to  the  northward,  with  two  little  iflets 
before  It  of  little  importance,  whilft  we  had  a 
grander  object  In  contemplation  ;  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  fo,  as  this  arm  or  channel  could  not  be 
deemed  navigable  for  fliipping.  The  tide  caufed 
no  ftream  ;  the  colour  of  its  water,  after  we  had 
paffed  the  Idand  the  dvay  before,  was  green  and 
perfectly  clear,  whereas  that  in  the  main  branch 
of  the  found,  extending  nearly  half  over  the 
gulf,  and  accompanied  by  a  rapid  tide,  was  nearly 

colourlefs,, 
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colourlefs,  which  gave  us  fome  reafon^  to  fuppofe 
that  the  northern  branch  of  the  found  might 
poffibly  be  difcovered  to  terminate  in  a  river  of 
confiderable  extent.  '  .  •  . 

•  As ’we  paffed  the  lituation  from  whence  the  In¬ 
dians  had  firfl  vifited  us  the  preceding  day,  which 
is  a  fmall  border  of  low  marfhy  land  on  the 
northern  fliore,  interfedled  by  feveral  creeks  of 
frelh  water,  we  were  in  expedlation  of  their  com¬ 
pany,  but  were  difappointed,  owing  to  our  tra¬ 
velling  fo  foon  in  the  morning.  Moft  of  their 
canoes  were  hauled  up  into  the  creeks,  and  two 
or  three  only  of  the  natives  were  feen  ftraggling 
about  on  the  beach.  None  of  their  habitations 
could  be  difcovered,  whence  we  concluded  that 
their  villa2!:e  was  within  the  foreft.  Two  canoes 
came  off  as  we  paffed  the  ifland,  but  oiir  boats 
being  under  fail,  with  a  frefh  favorable  breeze,  I 
was  not  inclined  to  halt,  and  they  almoft  imme- 
>diately  returned. 

The  fliores  of  this  channel,  which,  after  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  of  the  navy,  I  have  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Burrard’s  Channel,  may  be 
confideredi  on  the  fouthern  fide,  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  though  rocky,  wxlb  covered  with 
trees  of  large  growth,  principally  of  the  pine 
tribe.  On  the  northern  fide,  ,the  rugged  fhowy 
barrier,  whofe  bafe  wx  had  now  nearly,  approach¬ 
ed,  rofe  very  abruptly,  and  was  only  prote died 
VoL.  11.  O  from 
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from  the  wafh  of  the  fea  by  a  very  harrow  bor¬ 
der  of  low  land.  By  feven  o’clock  wc  had 
reached  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  channel,  which 
forms  alfo  the  fouth  point  of  the  main  branch 
of  the  found  :  this  alfo,  after  another  particular 
friendj  I  called  Point  Atkinson,  fituated  north 
from  point  Grey,  about  a  league  diftant.  Here 
the  oppoiitc  point  of  the  entrance  into  the  found 
bore  by  compafs  weft,  at  the  dlftance  of  about 
three  miles ;  and  nearly  in  the  centre  between 
thefe  tw'o  points,  is  a  low  rocky  ifland  producing 
fome  trees,  to  which  the  name  of  Passage 
IsEAND  w^as  given.  We  paffed  in  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  channel  to  the  eaft  of  it,  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  equally  good  one  on  the  other 
fide. 


Quitting  point  Atkinfon,  and  proceeding  up 
the;  found,  we  pafled  on  the  weftern  fhore  fome 
detached  rocks,  with  fome^  funken  ones  amongft 
them,  that  extend  about  two  miles,  but  are  not 
fo  far  from  the  iliore  as  to  impede  the  navigation 
of  the  found ;  up  which  we  made  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  frefli  foutherly  gale, 
attended  with  dark  gloomy  weather,  that  greatly 
added  to  the  dreary  profpedl  of  the  furrounding 
country.  The  low  fertile  fliores  we  had  been 
accuftomed  to  fee,  though  lately  wdth  fome  in¬ 
terruption,  here  no  longer  exifted ;  their  place 
was  now  occupied  by  the  bafe  of  the  ftupendous 
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fnovvy  barrier,  thinly  wooded,  and  rlfing  from 
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the  fea  abruptly  to  the  clouds  ;  from  whofe  frigid 
fummit,  the  diffolving  fnow  in  foaming  torrents 
rufhed  down  the  fides  and  chafms  of  its  rugged 
furface,  exhibiting  altogether  a  fublime,  though 
gloomy  fpedlacle,  which  animated  nature  feemed 
to  have  deferted.  Not  a  bird,  nor  living  crea¬ 
ture  was  to  be  fcen,  and  the  roaring  of  the  fall¬ 
ing  cataradls  in  every  dlrediion  precluded  their 
being  heard,  had  any  been  in  our  neighbourhood. 

Towards  noon  I  confidered  that  we  had  ad¬ 
vanced  fome  miles  within  the  weftern  boundary 
of  the  fnowy  barrier,  as  fome  of  its  rugged  lofty 
mountains  were  now  behind,  and  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  us.  This  filled  my  mind  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  hopes  of  finding  our  way  to  its  eaftern  fide. 
The  fun  fiiining  at  this  time  for  a  few  minutes 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  afcertainlng  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  the  eaft  point  of  an  ifland  which,  from 
the  fhape  of  the  mountain  that  compofes  It,  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Anvil  Island,  to  be  49^ 
30b  its  longitude  23  7°  3^.  We  paifed  an  ifland 
the  forenoon  of  Friday  the  15th,  lying  on  the 
•eaftern  fhore,  oppofite  to  an  opening  on  the  w^f- 
tern,  which  evidently  led  into  the  gulf  nearly  In 
a  S.  W.  dlredlion,  through  a  numerous  affem- 
blage  of  rocky  iflands  and  rocks,  as  alfo  another 
opening  to  the  weftward  of  this  ifland,  that 
feemed  to  take  a  fimilar  diredlion.  Between 

.0  2  Anvil 
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Anvil  illand  and  the  north  point  of  the  firft  open¬ 
ing,  which  lies  from  hence  S.  by  W.  five  miles 
diftance,  are  three  white  rocky  iflets,  lying  about 
a  mile  from  the  weftern  fliore.  The  width  of 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  about  a  league ;  but 
northward  from  Anvil  ifland  it  foon  narrows  to 
half  that  breadth,  taking  a  dircilion  to  the  N. 
N.  E.  as  far  as  latitude  49°  3Q\  longitude  23/^  (/, 
where  all  our  expeflations  vaniilied,  in  finding 
it  to  terminate  in  a  round  bafon,  encompafled 
on  every  fide  by  the  dreary  country  already  de- 
feribed.  At  its  head,  and  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  eaftern  fliore,  a  narrow  margin  of  low  land 
runs  from  the  foot  of  the  barrier  mountains  to 
the  water-fide,  which  produced  a  few  dwarf  pine 
trees,  with  fome  little  variety  of  underwood. 
The  water  of  the  found  was  here  nearly  frefii, 
and  in  color  a  few’  lhades  darker  than  milk  ; 
this  1  attributed  to  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and 
its  water  paffing  rapidly  over  a  chalky  furface, 
‘which  appeared  probable  by  the  wEite  afpedl  of 
fome  of  the  chafms  that  feemed  formerly  to  have 
been  the  courfe  of  water- falls,  but  wxre  now  be¬ 
come  dry. 

The  gap  we  had  entered  in  the  fnowy  barrier 
feemed  of  little  importance,  as  through  the  val- 
lies,  caufed  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mountain’s 
tops,  other  mountains  more  diftant,  and  appa¬ 
rently  more  elevatedj  wxre  feen  rearing  thei/ 

lofty 
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iotty  heads  in  various  dlredlions.  In  this  dreary 
and  coinfortlefs  region,  it  was  no  inconfiderabie 
piece  of  good  fortune  to  find  a  little  cove  in  wh  ich 
we  could  take  fhelter,  and  a  fmall  fpot  of  level 
land  on  w  hich  we  could  eredl  our  tent ;  as  we 

I 

had  fcarcely  finifhed  our  examination  w^hen  the  . 
w^ind  became  exceflively  boifterous  from  the 
fouthward,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  tor¬ 
rents  of  rain,  wdiich  continuing  until  noon  the 
toliowdng  day,  Friday  the  ]5th,  occafioned  a  very 
unpieafant  detention.  But  for  this  circumftance 
we  might  too  haftily  have  concluded  that  this 
part  of  the  gulf  wtis  rininhabited.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  we  were  vifited  by  near  forty  of  the  natives, 
on  w’hofe  approach,  from  the  very  material  al¬ 
teration  that  had  now  taken  place  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  we  expedled  to  find  fome  difference 
in  their  general  character.  .  This  conjedfure  was 
howxver  premature,  as  they  varied  in  no  refpedl 
wdratever,  but  in  poffeffing  a  'more  ardent  defire 
for  commercial  tranfadlions ;  into  the  fpirit  of 
which  they  entered  with  infinitely  more  avidity 
than  any  of  our  former  acquaintances,  not  only 
in  bartering;  amoneft  themfelves  the  different 
valuables  they  had  obtained  from  us,  but  when 
that  trade  became  flack,  in  exchanging  thofc  ar¬ 
ticles  again  wfith  our  people  ;  in  wTich  traffic 
they  always  took  care  to  gain  fome  advantage, 
and  w^ould  ‘frequently  exult  on  the  ‘  occafion. 

O  3  .  Some 
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Some  fifh,  their  garments^  fpears,  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows,  to  wdiich  thefe  people  wifely  added  their 
copper  ornaments,  comprized  their  general  ftock 
in  trade.  Iron,  in  all  its  forms,  they  judicioufly 
preferred  to  any  other  article  we  had  to  offer.  ‘ 
The  weather  permitting  us  to  proceed,  w’-c 
diredled  our  route  along  the  continental  or  w  ef- 
tern  fliore  of  the  found,  paffing  within  tw^o  fmall 
iflands  and  the  main  land,  into  the  opening  be-' 
fore  mentioned,  ftretching  to  the  weftward  from 
Anvil  ifland.  At  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
yards  from  the  fhore,  the  bottom  could  not  be 
reached  with  Go  fathoms  of  line,  nor  had  w^e 
been  able  to  gain  foundings  in  many  places  fince 
we  had  quitted  point  Atkinfon  with  80  and  100 
fathoms,  though  it  w^as  frequently  attempted ; 
excepting  in  the  bafon  at  the  head  of  the  found, 
where  the  depth  fuddenly  decreafed  from  fixty 
fathoms  to  two.  We  had  advanced  a  fhort  dif¬ 
tance  only  in  this  branch,  before  the  colour  of 
the  water  changed  from  being  nearly  milk  white, 
and  almofl:  frefh,  to  that  of  oceanic  and  perfectly 
fait.  By  ftin-fet  we  had  paffed  the  channel 
which  had  been  obferved  to  lead  into  the  gulf, 
to  the  fouthward  of  Anvil  ifland  ;  and  about  nine 
o’clock  landed  for  the  night,  near  the  w'cfl:  point 
ot  entrance  into  the  found,  which  I  dlftinsruilhcd 
by  the  name  of  Howe’s  Souxd,  in  honor  of 
Admiral  Earl  How-e  ;  and  this  point,  fltuated  in 

latitude 
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latitude  49"^  23^  longitude  230"^  5V,  Point 
Gower;  between  which  and  point  Atkinfon, 
up  to  Anvil  ifland,  is  anextenfive  group  of  illands 
of  various  fizes.  The  fhores  of  thefc,  like  the 
adjacent  coaft,  are  compofed  principally  of  rocks 
rifing  perpendicularly  from  an  unfathomable  fea ; 
they  are  tolerably  well  covered  with  trees,  chiefly 
of  the  pine  tribe,  though  few  are  of  a  luxuriant 
growth. 

At  four  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  lOtli, 
we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  north wtA; ward, 
along  the  ftarboard  or  continental  fhore  of  the 
gult  of  Georgia,  wdiich  from  point  Gower  takes 
a  diredtion  about  W.  N.  W.  and  aftbrds  a  more 
pleafmg  appearance  than  the  fhores  of  Howe’s 
found.  This  part  of  the  coafl;  is  of  a  moderate 
height  for  fome  dillance  inland,  and  it  trequently 
jets  out  into  low  fandy  projediing  points.  The 
country  in  general  produces  forefl:  trees  in  great 
abundance,  of  fome  variety  and  magnitude  ;  the 
pine  is  the  mofl:  common,  and  the  woods  are 
little  encumbered  with  buihes  or  trees  of  inferior 
growth.  We  continued  in  this  line  about  five 
leagues  along  the  coaft,  pafling  fome  rocks  and 
rocky  iflets,  until  we  arrived  at  the  north  point 
of  an  ifland  about  tw^o  leagues  in  circuit,  vvith 
another  about  half  that  fize  to  the  weft  ward  of 
it,  and  a  fmaller  ifland  between  them.  From 
the  north  point  of  this  ifland,  which  forms  a 
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.channel  with  the  main  about  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  is  fituated  in  latitude  4Q^  2 8 longitude 
230^31/,  the  coafi:  of  the  continent  takes  a  di- 
redlion  for  about  eia;ht  miles  N.  30  V/.  and  is 

o 


compofed  of  a  rugged  rocky  fliore,  with  many 
detached  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diftance.  The 
track  we  thus  purfued  had  not  the  appearance  of 
the  main  branch  of  the  gulf,  but  of  a  channel 
between  the  continent  and  that  land,  which, 
from  point  Roberts,  feemed  like  a  fmall  though 
very  high  round  iiland.  This  now  appeared  of 
confiderable  extent,  its  N.  E.  fide  formed  a  chan¬ 
nel  to  the  N.  W.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
about  live  miles  in  width.  The  main  branch 
of  the  gulf,  apparently  of  infinitely  greater  ex¬ 
tent,  took  a  diredlion  to  the  fouth-wxftward  of 
th  is  land,  wTlch  now  looked  more  like  a  penin- 
fula  than  an  ifland.  Along  this  rocky  fliore  of 
the  main  land  we  pafied  in  quefl:  of  a  refting 
place  for  the  night,  to  no  eftedl,  until  after  dark; 
wdien  we  found  flielter  in  a  very  dreary  uncom- 

I 

fortable  cove  near  the  fouth  point  of  an  ifland, 
about  a  mile  long,  and  about  two  miles  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  of  a  narrow  opening  leading  to  the 
northward.  This  on  the  return  of  day-light  on 
Sunday  the  4  7th,  we  proceeded  to  examine  ;  and 
pafiTed  through  a  very  narrow,  though  navigable 
channel,  amonefl;  a  duller  of  rocks  and  rocky 
ifiets,  lying  juft  in  the  front  of  its  entrance, 

which 
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which  is  fituated  in  latitude  49®35|^  longitude 
230^  20^.  It  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  winding: 

o 

towards  the  N.  N.  E.  for  about  three  leagues, 
where  it  divides  into  two  branches,  one  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  eaftward,  the  other  to  the  weftward  of 
north,  with  an  ifland  before  the  entrance  of  the 
latter.  Agreeably  to  our  general  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  the  north-eafterly  branch  became  the 
firfl:  object  of  our  attention,  and  was  found  from 
hence  to  continue  in  an  irregrular  courfe  to  the 

O 

latitude  of  -IQ",  longitude  236°  35i^;  where, 
finding  a  tolerably  comfortable  fituation,  we  retted 
for  the  nl2:ht. 

O 

We  had  fecn  about  feventeen  Indians  in  our 
travels  this  day,  who  were  much  more  painted 
than  any  we  had  hitherto  met  with.  Some  of 
their  arrows  were  pointed  with  date,  the  firft  I 
had  ieen  fo  armed  on  my  prefent  vifit  to  this 
coafi: ;  thefe  they  appeared  to  efteem  very  highly, 
and  like  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  took  much 
pains  to  guard  them  from  injury.  They  however 
fpoke  not  the  Nootka  language,  nor  the  dialedl 
of  any  Indians  we  had  converfed  w^ith ;  at  leaft, 
the  few  words  we  had  acquired  were  repeated  to 
them  without  efiedl  ;  in  their  perfons  they  dif¬ 
fered  in  no  other  refpeft,  and  wxre  equally  civil 
and  inoffenfive  in  their  behaviour.  The  fliores 
we  paffed  this  day  are  of  a  moderate  height  within 
a  few  miilcs  of  this  ftation,  and  are  principally 
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cornpofed  of  craggy  rocks,  in  the  chafms  of  which 
a  foil  of  decayed  vegetables  has  been  formed  by 
the  hand  of  time  ;  from  which  pine  trees  of  an 
inferior  dwarf  growth  are  produced,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  bufhes  and  underwood.  We 
paffed  a  few  rocky  iflets  near  the  divifion  of  the 
inlet  Thefe  feemed  fteep,  as  foundings  wdth 
the  hand  line  could  not  be  gained  ;  nor  had  we 
anywhere  in  mid-channel  been  able  to  reach  the 
bottom  with  100  fathoms  of  line,  although  the 
fhores  are  not  a  mile  afunder. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  18th,  as  ufual, 
at  four  o’clock,  we  proceeded  up  the  inlet  about 
three  miles  in  a  N.  N.  W.  diredtion,  whence  its 
width  increafes  about  half  a  league  in  a  diredlion 
nearly  N.  E.  to  a  point  which  towards  noon  we 
reached,  and  afeertained  its  latitude  to  be  50°  E, 
longitude  230°  40h  The  width  of  this  channel 
ftill  continuing,  again  flattered  us  with  dlfcover- 
ing  a  breach  in  the  eaftern  range  of  fnowy  moun¬ 
tains,  notw'ithftanding  the  difappolntment  we 
had  met  with  in  Howie’s  found  ;  and  although 
fmee  our  arrival  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  it  had 
proved  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  that  inland  na¬ 
vigation,  of  which  wc  had  heard  fo  much,  and 
had  fought  with  fangulne  hopes  and  ardent  ex¬ 
ertions  hitherto  in  vain,  to  difeover. 

By  the  progrefs  we  had  this  morning  made, 
which  comprehended  about  fix  leagues,  vre  feemed 
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to  have  penetrated  confiderably  into  this  formi¬ 
dable  obftacle  ;  and  as  the  more  lofty  mountains 
were  now  behind  us,  and  no  very  diflant  ones 
were  feen  beyond  the  vallies  caufed  by  the  de* 
preffed  parts  of  the  fnow^y  barrier  in  the  northern, 
quarters,  w^e  had  great  reafon  to  believe  we  had 
paffed  the  centre  of  this  impediment  to  our 
wdfnes,  and  I  was  induced  to  hope  we  fliould  yet 
find  this  inlet  winding  beyond  the  m.ountains,  by 
the  channel  through  which  we  had  thus  advan¬ 
ced  upwards  of  1  1  leagues,  though  for  the  moll 
part  it  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  our  reduced  flock  of 
provlfions  v/as  a  matter  of  ferious  concern,  fear- 
ina  we  mi2:ht  be  C)bli2:ed  to  abandon  this  Durfuit 
Without  determining  the  fource  of  this  branch  of 
the  fea,  having  now"  been  abfcnt  £x  days  with 
fubfiftence  for  a  week  only,  which  w"ould  confe- 
qucntly  very  materially  retard  our  furvey,  by  ren¬ 
dering  a  fecond  ylfit  to  this  inlet  indifpenflbly  ne- 
cefTary.  The  furrounding  country  prefented  an 
equally  dreary  afpedl  with  that  in  the  vicinage  of 
Howe’s  found  ;  and  the  ferenitv  of  the  weather 
not  adding  at  prcfent  to  the  natural  gloominefs 
of  the  profpcdl,  was  counterbalanced  by  the  rug¬ 
ged  furfacc  of  the  mountains  being  Infinitely  lefs 
productive.  A  few  detached  dw"arf  pine  trees, 
with  fome  berry,  and  other  fmall  bufhes,  were 
the  only  figns  of  vegetation.  The  cataraCls  here 
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rufhed  from  the  rugged  fnowy  mountains  in 
greater  number,  and  with  more  impetuofity  than 
in  Howe’s  found  ;  vet  the  colour  of  the  water 
was  not  changed,  though  in  fome  of  the  gullies 
there  was  the  fame  chalky  afpeft.  Hence  it  is 
probable,  that  the  white  appearance  of  the  water 
in  Howe’s  found,  mav  arife  from  a  caufe  more 
remote,  and  which  we. had  no  opportunity  of 
difcovering. 

Having  dined,  we  purfued  our  examination. 
The  inlet  now  took  a  N.  W.  by  W.  direblion, 
without  any  contradlion  in  its  width,  until  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  all  our  hopes 
vanifhed,  by  finding  it  terminate,  as  others  had 
done,  infwampylow  land  producing  a  few  ma¬ 
ples  and  pines,  in  latitude  50®  0^,  longitude  23(>° 
33k  Through  a  fmall  fpace  of  low  land,  w^hich 
extended  from  the  head  of  the  inlet  to  the  bafe 
of  the  mountains  that  furrounded  us,  flowed  three 
fmall  ftreams  of  frefli  water,  apparently  originat¬ 
ing  from  one  fource  in  the  N.  W.  or  left  hand 
comer  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  head  cf  this 
inlet ;  in  which  point  of  view  was  feen  an  exten- 
five  valley,  that  took  nearly  a  northerly  uninter¬ 
rupted  direftion  as  far  as  wx  could  perceive,  and 
was  by  far  the  deepeft  ebafm  we  had  beheld  in 
the  defeending  ridge  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  with¬ 
out  the  appearance  of  any  elevated  land  rifing 
/  behind.  This  valley  much  excited  my  curiofity 
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to  afcertain  what  was  beyond  it.  But  as  the 
ftreams  of  frefh  water  were  not  navigable,  though 
the  tide  had  rifen  up  to  the  habitations  of  fix  or 
feven  Indians^  any  further  examination  of  it  in 
our  boats  was  impraclicable,  and  we  had  no  lei- 
fure  for  excurfions  on  fhore.  From  the  civil  na¬ 
tives  who  differed  not  in  any  refpedl  from  thofe 
we  had  before  occafionally  feen,  we  procured  a 
few  moft  excellent  fifh,  for  which  they  were 
compenfated  principally  in  iron,  being  the  com¬ 
modity  they  moft  efteemed  and  fought  after.  In 
all  thefe  arms  of  the  fea  we  had  conftantly  ob- 
ferved,  even  to  their  utmoft  extremity,  a  vifible, 
and  fometlmes  a  material  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide, 
without  experiencing  any  other  current  than  a 
confrant  drain  down  to  fea  ward,  excepting  juft 
in  the  nei2:hbourhood  of  the  2;ulf. 

On  our  approach  to  the  low  land,  we  gained 
foundings  at  70  fathoms,  which  foon  decreafed 
as  we  advanced,  to  30,  14,  and  3  fathoms,  on  a 
bank  that  ftretches  acrofs  the  head  of  the  inlet, 
fimllar  to  all  the  others  vve  had  before  examined. 
So  far  as  thefe  foundings  extended,  which  did 
not  exceed  half  a  league,  the  colour  of  the  w^ater 
was  a  little  affedlcd,  probably  by  the  difeharge 
of  the  frefli  water  rivulets,  that  generally  affumed 
a  very  light  colour.  Beyond  thefe  foundings  the 
water  again  acquired  its  oceanic  colour,  and  its 
denth  was  unfathomable. 

JL  0 
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Not  a  little  mortified  that  our  progrefs  fliould 
be  fo  toon  flopped,  it  became  highly  expedient  to 
direct  our  way  towards  the  fliips,  to  whofe  fla- 
tion,  by  the  neareft  route  we  could  take,  it  was 
at  leaft  1 14  miles.  This  was  now  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  after  the  time  was  nearly  expired  for 
which  our  fupply  of  provifions  had  been  calcu¬ 
lated.  Neceffity  direfled  that  no  time  fhould  be 
lofl  ;  efpecially  as  I  was  determined  to  feek  a  pafl 
fage  into  the  gulf  by  the  branch  of  the  inlet  that 
wx  had  paffed  the  preceding  day,  leading  to  the 
N.  VV.  conceiving  there  w'as  a  great  probability 
that  this  branch  might  lead  into  the  gulf  at  fome 
diftance  beyond  where  we  had  entered  this  inlet ; 
in  which  courfe  vre  fliould  have  an  opportunity 
of  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  continent  to  the 
utmoft  extent  that  our  prefent  equipment  would 
aflbrd.  For  as  our  people  had  become  wife  by 
experience,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  fo  hufbanded  their  provifions  as  to  enable  our 
effefting  this  fervice  ;  by  which  means  any  other 
excurfion  this  way  would  be  rendered  unnecef- 
fary. 

About  two  leagues  from  the  head  of  the  inlet 
we  had  obferved,  as  we  paffed  upwards  on  the 
northern  fnore,  a  fmall  creek  with  ibme  rocky 
illets  before  it,  v/here  I  intended  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  night.  On  our  return,  it  was  found 
to  be  a  tall  of  fait  water,  juft  deep  enough  to  ad¬ 
mit 
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mit  our  boats  agalnft  a  very  rapid  ftream,  where 
at  low  tide  they  w^ould  have  grounded  fome  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  inlet.  From 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  quantity  of 
w^ater  it  difcharged,  it  w’as  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
by  its  taking  a  winding  direction  up  a  valley  to 
the  N.  E.  that  its  fource  was  at  fome  diftance. 
Th  is  not  anfwering  our  purpofe  as  a  rcfting 
place,  obliged  us  to  continue  our  fearch  along  the 
fhore  for  one  lefs  incommodious,  which  the  per¬ 
pendicular  precipices  precluded  our  finding  until 
near  eleven  at  night,  when  we  difembarked  on 
the  only  low"  projecting  point  the  inlet  afforded. 

At  four,  on  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  igth, 
we  again  ftarted,  but  having  a  ftrong  foutherly 
gale  againft  us,  it  w^as  paft  nine  at  night  before 
wc  reached  a  fmall  bay,  about  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  the  north  point  of  the  arm  leading  to  the 
north-weftvv"ard,  where  we  relied  for  the  night ; 
and,  at  day-light,  proceeded,  as  ufual,  along  the 
continental  fliore. 

This  firft  ftretched  a  little  way  to  the  north- 
weftw"ard,  and  then  to  the  S.  W.  into  the  gulf, 
as  I  had  imagined  it  w^ould  ;  forming,  irregularly, 
a  much  more  fpacious  channel  than  that  by 
which  we  had  entered,  having  an  ifland  lying  be¬ 
tween  the  tw"o  channels  about  three  leagues  in 
length,  wdth  feveral  fmall  iflets  about  it.  This 
ifland,  and  its  adjacent  fliores,  like  thofe  in  the 

other 
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Other  channel,  are  of  a  moderate  height,  and 
wear  a  fimilar  appearance.  It  was  nearly  noon 
before  we  reached  the  north  point  of  the  inlet  ; 
w^hich,  producing  the  firft  Scotch  firs  we  had  yet 
feen,  obtained  the  name  of  Scotch-Fir  Point, 
and  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  4Q^  42\  longitude 
236°  ] To  this  arm  of  the  fea,  I  gave  the 
name  of  Jervis’s  Channel,  in  honour  of  Ad* 
miral  Sir  John  Jervis. 

The  boundary  of  the  continental  (hore  I  now 
Confidered  as  determined  to  this  point,  from  a  full 
convidlion  that  the  inlet  under  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Whidbey,  would  terminate  like  thofe  we 
had  vifited.  Prefuming  our  time  to  have  been 
not  ill  fpent,  we  directed  our  courfe  to  the  fta- 
tion  where  we  had  left  the  fliips  now  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  84  miles,  fteering  for  the  oppofite  fliore, 
being  the  land  before  adverted  to,  as  appearing 
to  form  an  extenfive  ifland,  or  pcninfula;  the 
neareft  part  of  which  was  about  five  miles  acrofs 
from  Scotch-fir  point ;  and  with  the  continental 
fliore  ftill  formed  a  paflage,  to  all  appearance,  of 
the  fame  width,  in  a  dlredllon  N.  62  W.,  wdth 
an  uninterrupted  horizon  in  that  point  of  view  ; 
fo  that,  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  peninfula, 
remained  ftill  to  be  determined. 

The  fliores  of  this  land,  nearly  ftraight  and- 
compadl,  are  principally  formed  of  rocky  fub- 
ftances  of  difFerent  forts ;  amongft  wdiich,  flato 
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wa?  in  abundance ;  and  the  trees  it  produced 
were  of  infinitely  more  luxuriant  growth  than 
thole  on  the  oppoiite  fiiore.  In  the  forenoon  of 
Thurfday  the  2 if!:,*  we  paffed  the  fouth  point  of 
this  land,  and  in  remembrance  of  an  early  friend- 
fliip,  I  called  it  Po  iNT  Up  WOOD,  fituated  in  la« 
titude  4-Q°2Sp,  longitude  236*24^.  This  land; 
though  chiefly  compofed  of  one  lofty  mountain, 
vifible  at  the  diftance  of  20  leagues  and  upwards, 
is  very  narrow,  appearing  to  form,  with  the  wef- 
tern  fhore  of  the  gulf,  a  channel  nearly  parallel 
to  that  which  we  had  laft  quitted ;  though  con- 
fiderably  more  extcnfive,  and  containing  fome 
fmall  iflands.  Its  horizon  was  bounded  by  the 
fummits  ol  high  dlftant  detached  mountains. 

As  we  wxre  rowing,  on  the  morning  of  Fri¬ 
day  the  2 2d,  for  point  Grey,  purpofing  there  to 
land  and  brcakfalt,  w^e  dlfcovered  two  veflels  at 
anchor  under  the  land.  The  Idea  which  firft  oc¬ 
curred  was,  that,  in  confequence  of  our  pro- 
tradled  abfencc,  though  I  had  left  no  orders  to 
th  Is  eifedl,  the  veflels  had  fo  far  advanced  in  or¬ 
der  to  meet  us  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach,  it  was 
dlfcovered,  that  they  were  a  brig  and  a  fchooner, 
wearing  the  colours  of  Spanifh  veifels  of  war, 
which  I  conceived  were  mofl:  probably  employed 
in  purfuits  fimilar  to  our  own  ;  and  this  on  my 
arrival  on  board,  was  confirmed.  Thefe  veflels 
proved  to  be  a  detachment  from  the  commiffion 
VoL.  11.  P  of 
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Sen^  Malafpina,  who  was  himfelf  employed  in 
the  Phlilippine  iflands ;  Seii’^  Malafpina  had,  the 
preceding  year,  vifited  the  coaft ;  and  thefe  vef- 
fels,  his  Catholic  Majefty’s  brig  the  Sutll,  under 
the  command  of  Sen’^  Don  D.  Galiano,  with  the 
fchooner  Mexlcana,  commanded  by  Sen’’  Don 
C.  Valdes,  both  captains  of  frigates  in  the  Spa- 
nidi  navy,  had  failed  from  Acapulco  on  the  8th 
of  March,  in  order  to  profecute  difcoveries  on 
this  coaft.  Sen"^  Galiano,  who  fpoke  a  little 
E.nglilh,  informed  me,  that  they  had  arrived  at 
Nootka  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  from  whence  they 
had  failed  on  the  5  th  of  this  month,  in  order  to 
complete  the  examination  of  this  inlet,  which 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  been  partly  furveyed 
by  fome  Spanifli  officers  whofe  chart  they  pro¬ 
duced.  * 

I  cannot  avoid  acknowledging  that,  on  this 
Gccafion,  I  experienced  no  fmall  degree  of  mor¬ 
tification  in  finding  the  external  fhores  of  the 
gulf  had  been  vifited,  and  already  examined  a  few 
miles  beyond  wEere  my  refearches  during  the  ex- 
"curfion,  had  extended ;  making  the  land,  I  had 
been  in  doubt  about,  an  ifland ;  continuing 
nearly  in  the  fame  diredlion,  about  four  leagues 
further  than  had  been  feen  by  us;  and,  by  the 
Spaniards,  named  Favida.  The  channel,  between 
it  and  the  main,  they  had  called  Canal  del  Neuf- 
tra  Signora  del  Rofario,  wdiofe  weftern  point  had 

ter- 


3  79'2*  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  2U 

terminated  their  examination ;  which  feemed  to 
have  been  entirely  confined  to  the  exterior  fhores, 
as  the  extenfive  arms,  and  inlets,  which  had  oc- 
cupied  fo  much  of  our  time,  had  not  claimed  the 
leaf!:  of  their  attention. 

The  Spanifh  veilels,  that  had  been  thus  em¬ 
ployed  laft  year,  had  refitted  in  the  identical  part 
of  port  Difcovery,  which  afforded  us  fimilar  ac¬ 
commodation.  From  thefe  gentlemen,  I  like- 
wife  underftcod,  that  Seff  Quadra,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Spanifh  marine  at  S'*  Bias 
and  at  California,  w’as,  wfith  three  frigates  and  a 
brig,  waiting  my  arrival  at  Nootka,  in  order  to 
negotiate  the  reiloration  of  thofc  territories  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  Their  condudl  was  re¬ 
plete  with  that  politenefs  and  friendfliip  which 
charaflerizes  the  Spanifn  nation  ;  every  kind  of 
ufeful  information  they  cheerfully  communi¬ 
cated,  and  obligingly  expreffed  much  defire,  that 
circumftances  might  fo  concur  as  to  admit  our 
refpedlive  labours  being  carried  on  together ;  for 
which  purpofe,  or,  if  from  our  long  abfence  and 
fatigue  in  an  open  boat,  I  would  wifii  to  remain 
with  my  party  as  their  gueft,  they  would  im¬ 
mediately  dlfpatch  a  boat  with  fuch  diredtlons  as 
I  might  deem  neceffary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
ihips,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  they  would  weigh  and  fail  directly 
to  their  ffation  :  but  being  .intent  on  lofing  no 
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time,  i  declined  their  obliging  offers,  and  having 
partaken  with  them  a  very  hearty  breaktaft,  bad 
them  fare¥/ell,  not  lefs  pleated  with  their  hofpi- 
tality  and  attention,  than  aftonifhed  at  the  vef- 
fels  in  which  they  were  employed  to  execute  a 
fervice  of  fuch  a  nature.  They  w^ere  each  about 
forty-five  tons  burthen,  mounted  two  brafs  guns, 
and  were  navigated  by  twenty-four  men,  bear¬ 
ing  one  lieutenant,  without  a  fingle  Inferior  offi¬ 
cer.  Their  apartments  juft  allowed  room  for 
fleeping  places  on  each  f  de,  with  a  table  in  the 
intermediate  fpace,  at  which  four  perfons,  wdth 
fome  difficulty,  could  fit,  and  were,  in  all  other 
refpects,  the  moft  ill  calculated  and  unfit  veflels 
that  could  poffibly  be  imagined  for  fuch  an  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  notwithftanding  this,  it  was  pleafant 
to  qbferve,  in  point  of  living,  they  pofTeffed  many 
more  comforts  than  could  reafonably  have  been 
expected.  I  fliewed  them  the  Iketch  I  had  made 
of  our  excurfion,  and  pointed  out  the  only  fpot 
which  1  conceived  we  had  left  unexamined,  near¬ 
ly  at  the  head  of  Burrard’s  channel:  they  feemed 
much  furprized  that  we  had  not  found  a  river 
fald  to  exlft  in  the  region  we  had  been  exploring, 
and  named  by  one  of  their  officers  Rio  Blancho, 
in  compliment  to  the  then  prime  mlnifter  of 
Spain  ;  which  river  thefe  gentlemen  had  fought 
for  thus  far  to  no  purpofe.  They  took  fuch  notes 
as  they  chofe  from  my  fketch,  and  promlfed  to 
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.examine  the  fmall  opening  in  Burrard’s  channel, 
■which,  with  every  other  information  they  could 
procure,  fhould  be  at  my  fervice  on  our  next 
meeting. 

From  thefe  new  and  unexpedled  friends  we* 
directed  our  courfe  along  the  fhoal  already  no^ 
ticed,  which  I  now  called  Sturgeon  Bank, 
in  confequence  of  our  having  purchafed  of  the 
natives  fome  excellent  filli  of  that  kind,  weighing 
from  fourteen  to  two  hundred  pounds  each.  To 
avoid  this  bank,  which  ftretches  from  point  Ro¬ 
berts  to  point  Grey,  a  moft  excellent  leading 
mark  was  obferved  along  its  wefhern  extremity, 
being  Paffage  and  Anvil  iflands  in  one,  which  lead 
by  its  edge  in  fix  fathoms  water,  deepening  fud- 
denly  to  the  weilward,  and  in,  many  places  to  the 
eaftward,  fhoaling  as  fuddenly  to  three,  two,  and 
one  fathom.  The  circle  which  this  bank  occafion- 
ed  us  to  make,  made  the  diftance  to  point  Roberts 
upwards  of  30  miles.  We  were  like  wife  unfor¬ 
tunate  in  having  two  flood  tides  aga-infl  us. 
Thefe,  together  with  a  light  foutherly  breeze  that 
prevailed  the  whole  time,  obliged  us  to  be  con- 
ftantly  rowing  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  until 
after  midnight,  before  we  could  reach  the  point, 
.which  was  at  length  effedled  ;  though  not  before 
-we  were  nearly  exhaufted  by  fatigue.  Here  we 
flept,  and  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  23d, 
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againft  a  ftrong  eafterly  breeze,  about  ten  in  the 
forenoon  we  reached  the  fhips,  after  having  tra- 
verfed  in  our  boats  upw^ards  of  330  miles. 

The  broken  part  of  the  coaft  that  Mr.  Whld- 
bey  had  been  employed  in  examining,  w^as  found 
'  to  extend  but  a  few  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  fpot  w  here  his  former  refearches  had  ended ; 
forming  altogether  an  extenfive  bay,  wdiich  I 
have  diftinguiflred  as  Bellingham’s  Bay.  It 
is  ftuated  behind  a  cl'ufter  of  iflands,  from  which 
a  number  of  channels  lead  into  it :  its  greateft 
extent  in  a  north  and  foMth  diredlion,  is  from  the 
latitude  43^35^,  to  48°  48^  ;  the  longitude  ot  its 
eaftern  extremity  237^  50^  It  every  where  af¬ 
fords  good  and  fecure  anchorage  ;  oppofite  to  its 
north  point  of  entrance  the  fhores  are  high  and 
rocky,  with  fome  detached  rocks  lying  off  it. 
Here  was  found  a  brook  of  moft  excellent  w^ater. 
To  the  north  and  fouth  of  thefe  rocky  cliffs  the 
fhores  are  lefs  elevated,  cfpecially  to  the  nbrth- 
ward,  where  fome  of  thofe  beautiful  verdant 
lawns  were  again  prefented  to  our  view.  Near 
the  north  entrance  into  this  bay,  the  tw^o  Spanifh 
veflels  had  been  deferied  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  w  ho 
returned,  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
the  fhipsj  in  confequence  of  which  the  Chatham 
weighed  and  fpoke  them  off  point  Roberts;  they 
•having  palled  our  fhips  during  the  night  lindif- 
covered. 
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Having;  now  fixed  the  continental  fhote  fo  far 

O 


as  from  this  ftation  was  within  our  reach ^  and 
having  obtaihed  fufficient  obfervations  for  cor- 
redling  the  rate  of  our  chronometers,  every  thing 
was  immediately  re-embarked/ and  we  were  in 
readinefs  to  proceed  in  the  morning. 

During  my  abfencei  the  boats  of  the  Difco- 
very  and  Chatham  had  been  employed  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  gain  fome  further  knowledge  of  the 
numerous  iflands^we  paffed  on  our  arrival  in  this 
bay  ;  but  they  were  found  fo  abundantly  difperfed 
as  to  preclude  any  corredl  examination,  without 
having  fufficient  leifure  for  the  purpofe. 

Nothing  further  occurred  at  this  ftation  worthy 
of  notice,  if  we  except  an  obfervation  which  had 
been  repeatedly  made,  that  in  proportion  as  we 
advanced  to  the  northward,  the  forefts  were  com- 
pofed  of  an  infinitely  lefs  variety  of  trees,  and 
their  growth  was  lefs  luxuriant.  Thofe  moft 
commonly  feen  were  pines  of  different  forts,  the 
arbor  vit^,  the  oriental  arbutus,  and  I  believe, 
fome  fpecies  of  cyprcfs.  On  the  iflands  f:)me 
few  fmall  oaks  were  feen,  with  the  Virginian 
juniper ;  and  at  this  place  the  Weymouth  pine, 
Canadian  elder,  and  black  birch  ;  wdiich  latter 
grew  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Birch  Bay.  The  S.  E.  part  of  this 
bay  is  formed  by  nearly  perpendicular  rocky  cliffs, 
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from  whence  the  higher  woodland  country  re¬ 
tires  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  north  caftward, 
leaving  an  extenfive  fpace  of  low  land  between 
it  and  the  fea,  feparated  from  the  high  ground 
by  a  rivulet  of  frefh  w^atcr  that  difeharges  itielf 
at  the  bottom,  or  northern  extremity  of  the 
bay.’  On  the  low  land  very  luxuriant  grafs  was 
produced,  with  wild  rofe,  goofeberry,  and  other 
buflies  in  abundance. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  chapter  by  ftating  that, 
by  the  mean  refult  of  eleven  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun,  we  found  Birch  bay  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  48^531^;  the  longitude  23/^  3 3^  as  de¬ 
duced  from  the’  obfervations  made  ufe  of  for  fet¬ 
tling  port  Difeovery,  including  twenty-eight  fets 
of  lunar  diftances  taken  at  this  ftation,  whence 
-  on  the  22d5  at  noon,  Kendall’s  chronometer  was 
found  to  be  fail  of  mean  time  at 

Greenwich,  and  by  fix  days  correfponding  alti¬ 
tudes,  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of 
12"  45^^^  per  day.  Mr.  Arnold’s  on  board /  the 
Chatham,  from  the  fame  authority  was,  on  the 
fame  day  at  noon,  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green¬ 
wich,  3^  14^  40^^,  and  gaining  at  the  rate  of  25" 
1 5^^^  per  day.  The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by 
nineteen  fets  of  azimuths,  differing  from  l/f  to 
21  degrees,  gave  a  mean  refult  of  19^^30''  eaft- 
wardly  variation. 
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The  vertical  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping 
needle, 
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The  tides  were  found  to  be  very  inconllderable^ 
but  were  not  particularly  noticed. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

f 

The  VeJJeh  continue  their  B^oute  to  the  Northward 
—Anchor  In  Defolatlon  Sound — The  Boats 
dlfpatched  on  furveyhtg  Parties -^Blf cover  a 
Pajfage  to  Sea — Quit  Defolatlon  Sound — Pafs 
through  Johtiftone  s  Straits, 


TITH  a  fine  breeze,  and  very  pleafant  wea- 
^  ^  ther,  we  failed  out  of  Birch  bay,  on 
Midfiimmer  morning  ;  and,  with  the  wind  from 
the  eaftward,  we  directed  our  courfe  up  the  gulf, 
to  the  north- weftward.  About  two  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  Sunday  the  24th,  we  were  joined  by 
the  Spanifli  veflfels,  who  faluted  by  cheering. 
This  was  returned ;  after  which  their  refpedlive 
commanders  favored  me  with  their  company  on 
board  the  Difcovery  ;  and  we  purfued  our  way 
up  the  gulf  together. 

Seifi  Galiano  informed  me,  that  they  had  ex¬ 
amined  the  frnall  branch  I  had  paffed  by  in  Bur- 
rard’s  channel,  which  vvas  found  very  narrow, 
leading  in  a  north  diredlion  nearly  three  leagues, 
where  it  terminated  in  a  fuiall  rivulet.  They 
favored  me  with  a  copy  of  their  fleetch  of  it,  as 
alfo  with  their  good  company  until  fun-fet,  wdien 

they 
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they  returned  to  their  veflels  ;  point  Roberts  then, 
bearing  by  compafs  S.  08  E.  point  Grey,  N, 
04  E. ;  which,  being  the  neareil  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  or  eaftern  lliore,  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues ;  and  the  neareft  part  of  the 
oppofite  fhore  of  the  gulf,  bearing  S.  W.  tvas 
diftant  about  two  leagues. 

During  the  night,  and  until  noon  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  25th,  the  winds  were  light  and 
baffling.  In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  a  great 
number  of  whales  were  playing  about  in  every 
diredlion;  and  though  we  had  been  frequently 
vifited  by  thefe  animals  in  this  inland  navigation, 
there  feemed  more  about  us  now,  than  the 
whole  of  thefe  we  had  before  feen,  if  colledicd 
together. 

This  circuiiiftance,  in  fome  meafflre,  favored 
the  affertion  in  Mr.  Meares’s  publication,  that  a 
paifage  to  the.  ocean  would  be  found  by  perfe- 
vering  in  our  prefent  courfe ;  though  this  was 
again  rendered  very  doubttul,  as  wc  had  under- 
ftood,  from  our  Spaniffl  friends,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Spaniards  had  lived  upon  terms  of 
great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Gray  and  other  Ame¬ 
rican  traders  at  Nootka,  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  perfon  having  ever  performed  fuch  a  Amy- 
age,  but  from  the  hiftory  of  it  publiffled  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  lb  far  w  ere  thefe  gentlemen  from  - 
being  better  acquainted  with-  the  difeoveries  of 
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De  Fuca  or  De  Fonte  than  ourfelves,  that,  from 
tis,  they  expelled  much  information  as  to  the 
truth  of  fuch  reports.  Sen’^  Valdes,  who  had 
been  on  the  coaft^the  preceding  year,  and  fpoka 
the  Indian  language  very  fluently,  underfhood, 
from  the  natives,  that  this  inlet  did  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  ocean  to  the  northward,  where 
they  had  feen  fliips.  He  was,  however,  too  well 
acquainted  with  their  charafters  as  reporters,  to 
place  much  dependance  on  their  information, 
which  was  incompetent  to  the  forming  of  any 
idea  how  far  remote  fuch  ocean  might  be. 

A  gentle  gale  fpringing  up  from  the  eaflward, 
foon  after  mid-day,  we  brought  to  for  the  Spa- 
nifh  veflels,  who  were  at  fome  diftance  aftern. 
When  they  came  up,  we  wxre  honored  w  ith  the 
company  of  the  commanders  to  dinner  ;  and 
then  made  fall,  direfting  our  courfe  through  the 
channel  del  Neuftra  Signora  del  Rofario,  whole 
whole  extent  nearly  in  a  diredlion  N.  53  W.  is 
about  10  leagues  from  point  Up  wood,  the  S.  E* 
point,  to  Point  Marshall,  the  N.  W.  point 
of  the  ifland  of  Feveda ;  which  point  is  fituated 
in  latitude  49'"  48^,  longitude  235"  47V‘  From 
Scotch-Fir  point,  the  fliores  of  the  channel  ap¬ 
proximated,  until  they  became  within  tv/o  miles 
ol  each  other,  at  its  weftern  end ;  and  are,  as 
well  on  the  ifland  as  on  the  continental  fide, 
nearly  ftraight,  perfectly  compad;  and  rife  gra¬ 
dually, 
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dually,  particularly  on  the  continental  fliore,  from 
a  beach  of  fand  and  fmall  ftones,  to  a  height  that 
might  be  coniidered  rather  elevated  land,  well 
clothed  with  wood,  but  wdthout  any  figns  of 
being  inhabited.  From  hence  the  continental 
fhore  took  a  N.  W.  direction.  From  point  Mar- 
fhall,  N.  35  W.  about  a  league  dlftant,  lies  an 
ifland  of  a  moderate  height,  four  miles  in  cir¬ 
cuit,  with  a  fmaller  one  about  a  mile  to  the 
S.  W.  of  it :  between  this,  which  I  named  Har- 
w^'ocd’s  Island,  and  point  Marfliall,  are  fome 
rocky  ifiands  and  funken  rocks. 

'  On  the  coaft  of  the  main  land  oppofite  this 
ifland  is  a  fmall  brook,  probably  of  frefh  water ; 
from  whence,  as  we  advanced,  the  fhores  put  on 
a  very  dreary  afpecl,  chiefly  compofed.of  rugged 
rocks,  thinly  wooded  with  fmall  dwarf  pine 
trees.  The  iflands,  however,  which  appeared 
before  us,  were  of  a  moderate  height,  and  pre- 
fented  a  feene  more  pleafmg  and  fertile.  About 
five  in  the  evening  we  pafl'ed  between  the  main, 
and  an  ifland  lying  in  an  eaft  and  weft  direeftion, 
which  I  named  Savary’s  Island,  about  two 
leagues  long,  and  about  half  a  league  broad: 
its  N.  E.  point,  fituated  in  latitude  571', 
longitude  235^  54F,  forms  a  paflage  with  the 
continental  fliore,  along  which,  in  a  N.  W.  di- 
reeftion,  we  continued  at  a  diftance  from  half  a 
mile  to  half  a  league.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  Sa¬ 
vary’s 
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vary’s  ifland  were  numberlefs  funken  rocks,  near¬ 
ly  half  a  league  from  its  fhores,  vlfible  I  believe 
only  at  low  water. 

We  feemed  now  to  have  forfaken  the  main 
direftion  of  the  gulf,  being  on  every  fide  encom- 
paffed  by  iflands  and  fmall  rocky  iflets  ;  fome 
lying  along  the  continental  lliore,  others  confuf- 
edly  fcattered,  of  different  forms  and  dimenfions. 
South- weftward  of  thefe  iflands,  the  main, arm 
of  the  gulf  extended  in  a  north  wefi;  direftion, 
apparently  three  or  four  leagues  wide,  bounded 
by  high  though  diftant  land.  Through  this 
very  unpleafant  navigation  we  failed,  ftill  keep¬ 
ing  clofe  to  the  continental  fliore,  which  was 
compaft.  About  dark  we  entered-  a  fpacious 
found  fcretchlng  to  the  eafliward.  Here  I  was 
very  defirous  of  remaining  until  day-light ;  but 
foundings  could  not  be  gained  though  clofe  to 
the  fhore. 

The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  the  winds 
fo  light  and  variable,  that  by  the  influence  of  the 
tides  we  were  driven  about  as  it  were  blindfolded 
in  this  labvrinth,  until  towards  midnight,  when 
we  were  happily  condudleJ  to  the  north  fide  of 
an  ifland  in  this  fuppofed  found,  where  we  an¬ 
chored  in  company  with  the  Chathamtand  the 
Spanilh  vciTels,  in  32  fathoms  w^ater,  rocky  bot¬ 
tom.  At  break  of  day  on  Tuefday  the  20th, 
we  found  ourfclves  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
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ftiores  of  a  high  rocky  ifland^  furrounded  by*  a 
detached  and  broken  country^  whofe  general 
appearance  was  very  inhofpitable.  Stupendous 
rocky  mountains  rifing  almoft  perpendicularly 
from  the  fea,  principally  compofed  the  north 
weft,  north  and  eaftern  quarters ;  on  thefe,  pine 
trees,  though  not  of  luxuriant  growth,  nor  of 
much  variety,  were  produced  in  great  numbers. 
The  pleating  profpecfts  which  the  fliores  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  gulf  afforded  by  their  contraft 
with  the  mountains  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  giving 
a  grand  and  interefting  charafter  to  the  land- 
fcape,  here  no  longer  exifted ;  nor  had  w  e  been 
enabled  to  trace  that  range  of  mountains  far  to 
the  north-weftward  of  Scotch-Fir  point,  where 
the  line  of  coaft  forms  a  very  confiderable  angle 
wdth  that  of  the  barrier  mountains.  It  is  how¬ 
ever  probable,  that  at  fome  diftance  from  our 
prefent  anchorage,  where  the  perpendicular  pre¬ 
cipices  we  were  now  under  would  no  longer 
have  obftrudled  our  view  of  the  inland  country, 
their  loftv  fummits  would  have  been  ftlll  vlfible. 
The 'tops  of  the  rugged  mountains  that  compofe 
thefe  fliores  were  not  fufficlently  elevated  to  re¬ 
tain  the  fnow  in  fummer,  which,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  clothes  them  during  the  winter  feafon. 

The  infinitely  divided  appearance  of  the  re¬ 
gion  into  w  hich  w^e  had  now^  arrived,  promifed 
to  furnffh  ample  employment  for  our  boats. 


To 


224  A  VOYAGE  OP  DrSCOV-ERY  [jUNE, 

To  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  in 

the  Difcovery’s  launch  and  cutter,  I  configned 

the  examination  of  the  continental  fhore^  from 

\ 

the  place  where  we  had  loft  fght  of  it  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening.  Mr.  Johnftone,  in  the  Chat¬ 
ham’s  cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Swaine  in  her 
launch,  wxre  diredled  to  inveftigate  a  branch  of 
this  found  leading  to  the  north -w^eft ward  ;  and 
Sen^  Valdes  undertook  the  furvey  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  coaft ;  by  which  arrangement  the  whole, 
or  it  not  a  very  confiderable  extent,  would  foon 
be  determined.  Whilft  the  boats  were  equip¬ 
ping,  Mr.  Broughton  went  in  queft  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation  for  the  fhips  up  the  found 
to  the  north  weft. 

The  weather,  which  w^’as  ferene  and  extremely 
pleafant,  afforded  me  an  opportunity,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Sen"^  Gallano  and  fome  of  our  offi¬ 
cers,  to  vlfit  the  fliore  of  the  ifland,  near  which 
we  wxre  at  anchor,  and  to  determine  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  its  weft  point  to  be  in  latitude  50^  O'', 
longitude  235^  2(3^  With  the  former  Sen^ 
Galiano’s  obfervations  agreed,  but  by  his  chro¬ 
nometer  the  longitude  was  made  more  wefterly. 
My  obfervations  being  deduced  from  the  w^atch, 
according  to  its  rate  as  fettled  in  Birch  bay, 
which  w^as  net  very  likely  to  have  yet  acquired 
any  material  error,  inclined  'me  to  believe  w^e 
were  probably  the  meft  corred:. 


Early 
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Early  m  the  afternoon  Mr.  Broughton  return¬ 
ed,  having  found  a  more  eligible  anchorage, 
though  in  a  fituation  equally  dreary  and  unplea- 
fant.  The  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  boats  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  ftation  to  which  the 
fliips  were  about  to  refort,  departed  agreeably  to 
their  refpecSive  inftrudlions. 

The  wind,  that  fmce  noon  had  blown  frefli 
from  the  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and 
much  rain,  drove  us,  by  its  increafed  violence, 
from  our  anchorage,  and  almoft  inftantly  into 
70  and  80  fathoms  water.  The  anchor  was  im¬ 
mediately  hove  up,  and  we  fleered  for  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  Mr.  Broughton  had  pointed  out,  where, 
about  fix  in  the  evening,  we  arrived  in  company 
with  our  little  fquadron.  Our  fituation  here 
was  on  the  northern  fide  of  an  arm  of  the  found 
leading  to  the  north-weftward,  a  little  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  prefenting  as  gloomy  and  dif- 
mal  an  afpe£l  as  nature  could  well  be  fuppofed 
to  exhibit,  had  fhe  not  been  a  little  aided  by  ve¬ 
getation  ;  which  though  dull  and  uninterefting, 
fcreened  from  our  fight  the  dreary  rocks  and  pre¬ 
cipices  that  compofe  thefe  defolate  fhores,  elpe- 
cially  on  the  northern  fide ;  as  the  oppofite  fhore, 
though  extremely  rude  and  mpuntainous,  pof- 
felTcd  a  fmall  fpace  of  nearly  level  land,  flretch- 
ing  from  the  water  fide,  on  which  fome  different 
forts  of  the  pine  tribe,  arbor  vitae,  maple,  and 
Vgl.  IL  Q  the 
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the  oriental  arbutus,  feemed  to  grow  with  feme 
vigour,  and  in  a  better  foil. 

The  very  circumferibed  view  that  we  had  of 
the  country  here,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  form 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  any  circumftances  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  fituation  in  which  we  had  become 
ftatlonary ;  whether  compofed  of  iflands,  or  of 
fuch  arms  of  the  fea  as  we  had  lately  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  examining,  or  how  long  there  was  a 
probability  of  our  remaining  in  anxious  expecta¬ 
tion  for  the  return  of  our  friends.  Our  refidence 
here  was  truly  forlorn ;  an  awTul  filence  per¬ 
vaded  the  gloomy  forefts,  whilft  animated  na¬ 
ture  feemed  to  have  deferted  the  neighbouring 
country,  whofe  foil  afforded  only  a  few  fmall 
onions,  fome  famphire,  and  here  and  there  bufhes 
bearing  a  fcanty  crop  of  indiflerent  berries.  Nor 

was  the  fea  more  favorable  to  our  wants,  the 

✓ 

fteep  rocky  fhores  prevented  the  ufe  of  the  feine, 
and  not  a  fifh  at  the  bottom  could  be  tempted 
to  take  the  hook. 

I  had  abfented  myfelf  from  the  prefent  fur- 
veying  cxcurfions,  in  order  to  procure  fome  ob* 
fervations  for  the  longitude  here,  and  to  arrange 
the  charts  of  the  different  fiirveys  in  the  order 
they  had  been  made.  '  Thefe,  when  fo  metho¬ 
dized,  my  third  lieutenant  Mr.  Baker  had  un¬ 
dertaken  to  copy  and  embelllfli,  and  who,  in 
point  of  accuracy,  neatiiefs,  and  fuch  difpatch  as 

circumftances 
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circumftances  admitted,  certainly  excelled  in  a 
very  high  degree.  To  conclude  our  operations 
up  to  the  prefent  period  fome  further  angles 
were  required.  Be  fide  thefe  I  was  defirous  of 
acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  gulf  we  had  quitted  on  Monday  afternoon, 
and  to  which  no  one  of  our  boats  had  been  di- 
redled. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th^ 
I  fet  out  in  the  yawl  on  that  purluit,  with  a  fa* 
vorable  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  which  fhortly 
flilfted  to  the  oppofite  quarter,  and  blew  a  frelh 
gale,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  rain.  Having 
reached  by  ten  in  the  forenoon  no  further  than 
the  ifland  under  which  we  had  anchored  at  mid¬ 
night  on  the  25th,  a  profpedl  of  a  certain  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  unfettled  weather  obliged  me  to 
abandon  my  defign,  and  return  to  the  fliip ; 
where  1  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  launch 
and  cutter  had  arrived  foon  after  my  departure, 
after  having  completed  the  examination  of  the 
continental  coaft  from  the  place  where  we  had 
left  it,  the  night  w^e  had  entered  the  found,  to 
about  three  leagues  north- weft  ward  of  our  pre¬ 
fent  ftation,  making  the  land  near  which  wq 
were  then  at  anchor  on  our  northern  fide,  an 
ifland,  or  a  clufter  of  iflands  of  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent.  Thefe  gentlemen  wxrc  likewife  qf  opinion, 
that  all  the  land  before  us  to  the  weftward  and 

Q  2  N.  W. 
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N.  W.  from  its  infular  appearance,  formed  an 
immenfe  archipelago ;  but  knowing  Mr.  John- 
flone  was  diredcd  to  examine  that  quarter,  and 
coming  within  fight  of  the  fhips,  they  had  re¬ 
turned  on  board  for  further  inftruftions. 

On  the  commencement  of  their  furvey,  they 
found  the  continental  fliore  continue  nearly  in 
its  N.  W.  direction  to  the  eaftern  point  of  en¬ 
trance  into  this  found,  which  I  called  Point 
Sarah,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  50®  4p;  lon¬ 
gitude  235®  25i^ ;  its  oppofite  point,  which  I 
named  Point  Mary,  lying  N.  72  W.  about 
half  a  league  diftant ;  from  point  Sarah  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  continental  fhore  up  a  very  nar¬ 
row  channel,  rendered  almoft  inacceffible  by  the 
number  of  fiinken  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  which 
it  contained.  It  was  found  to  lead  in  a  fouth- 
cafterly  dircftion,  almoft  parallel  with,  and  two 
or  three  miles  from,  the  northern  fhore  of  the 
gulf  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues,  with 
a  fmaller  branch  near  the  middle,  extending  about 
a  league  from  its  northern  fliore  to  the  N.  N.  E. 
From  this  channel  they  continued  along  the  con¬ 
tinental  fhore  in  an  eafterly  and  N.  E.  direction, 
which  led  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  under  the  in- 
fpeVtion  of  SeiY  Valdes.  The  eaftern  fliore,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  leagues,  was  found  much  in¬ 
dented  ;  and  fevcral  fmall  iflands  and  rocks  w'ere 
fecn  lying  near  it  to  the  latitude  of  50°  10^  lon¬ 
gitude 
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gitude  235^  35^.  Here  thefe  rocky  Iflets  dlfap- 
peared,  and  the  coaft  took  a  winding  courfe 
N.  W.  and  weftward,  to  a  point  bearing  from 
the  above  ftation  N.  35  W.  diftant  about  two 
leagues,  and  forming  the  eaft  point  of  an  arm  of 
the  found,  whofe  entrance,  about  half  a  league 
wide,  has  tw^o  iflets  lying  in  it.  About  a  mile 
up  this  arm  they  met  Sen'’  Valdes,  who  inform¬ 
ed  them  he  had  thoroughly  explored  that  place, 
and  that  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  north- 
wxftward  he  had  fpoken  with  Mr.  Johnftone, 
fo  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  a  paflhge  to 
the  fhips  by  that  route.  Sen''  Valdes  intimated 
that  he  confidered  any  further  inveftigation  of 
that  place  totally  unneceflfary ;  but  the  officers 
not  having  on  this  occafion  any  diredlions  of  a 
difcretionary  nature,  adted  according  to  the  di¬ 
rections  they  had  formerly  received  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  fuch  fervice,  and  profecuted  its  exami¬ 
nation.  They  found  it  extend  in  an  irregular 
north -eafterly  direClion  to  the  latitude  of  50°  22^, 
longitude  235®  45^  where  it  terminated  in  ffial- 
low  water  and  a  little  low^  land  ;  through  which 
flowed  two  fmall  rivulets.  In  thefe  rivulets,  and 
on  the  ffioal  parts,  feveral  wears  w’ere  ereCled. 
Along  the  ffiores  of  the  upper  part  of  this  arm, 
which  are  mofily  compofed  of  high  fleep  barren 
rocks,  were  feveral  fences  formed  by  thin  laths, 
ftuck  either  in  the  ground,  or  in  the  chinks  of 

Q  3  the 
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the  rocks,  with  others  placed  along  them  ;  fome 
in  horizontal,  others  in  obliquQ,  and  ditFerent  di¬ 
rections.  Ranges  of  thefe  were  fixed  along  tl^e 
rocky  cliffs  in  the  line  of  the  fhore,  others  varied 
from  that  direction,  and  from  their  appearance 
were  fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  the  purpofe  of 
drying  filh ;  but  as  fimilar  works,  though  per¬ 
haps  not  quite  fo  extenfive,  had  been  often  ob- 
ferved  without  being  appropriated  to  that  ufe, 
and  always  at  a  confiderable  dlftance  from  any 
known  habitation ;  the  objedt  they  were  defigned 
for,  remained  as  uncertain  to  us,  as  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  high  beacons  we  found  fo  frequently 
erecfled  on  the  more  fouthern  part  of  New 
Georgia, 

The  furrounding  country  up  this  arm  nearly 
correfponded  with  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Howe’s  found ;  and,  like  it,  was  nearly  deftitute 
of  inhabitants.  Tw^o  canoes  were  feen,  which 
the  owmers  had  very  recently  quitted,  as  their 
garments  and  many  of  their  utenfils  were  re¬ 
maining  in  them,  to  which  the  officers  added 
fome  articles  of  iron,  copper,  beads,  and  other 
trinkets,  From  hence  they  dlredted  their  courfe 
towards  the  fhip,  and  arrived  as  before  ftated. 
The  country  they  had  vifited  differed  little,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  one  or  two  fmall  fpots,  from  the 
region  in  which  we  were  then  ftationed :  the 
whole  prefented  one  defolate,  rude,  and  inhof- 
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pitable  afpeft.  It  has  already  been  confidered 
as  not  entirely  deftitute  of  the  human  race ;  and 
that  it  had  been  more  populous  than  at  prefent, 
was  manifefted  by  the  party  having  difcovered 
an  extenfive  deferted  village,  computed  to  have 
been  the  refidence  of  nearly  three  hundred  per- 
fons.  It  was  built  on  a  rock,  whofe  perpendi¬ 
cular  cliffs  were  nearly  inacceffible  on  every  fide  ; 
and  connedted  with  the  main,  by  a  low  narrow 
neck  of  land,  about  the  centre  of  which  grew  a 
tree,  from  wiiofe  branches  planks  were  laid  to 
the  rock,  forming  by  this  means  a  communica¬ 
tion  that  could  eafily  be  removed,  to  prevent 
their  being  molefted  by  their  internal  unfriendly 
neighbours  ;  and  protected  in  front,  which  was 
prefented  to  the  fea,  from  their  external  enemies, 
by  a  platform,  which,  with  much  labour  and  in¬ 
genuity  had  been  conftrudted  on  a  level  with 
their  houfes,  and  overhung  and  guarded  the  rock. 
This,  with  great  {lability,  was  formed  by  large 
timbers  judicioufly  placed  for  fupporting  each 
other  in  every  diredlion ;  their  lower  ends  were 
well  fecured  in  the  chafms  of  the  rocks  about 
half  way  to  the  water’s  edge,  admitting  the  plat¬ 
form  to  be  fo  projedled  as  to  command  the  foot 
of  the  rock  agalnfl  any  attempt  to  ftorm  the  vil¬ 
lage.  The  whole  feemed  fo  fkilfully  contrived, 
and  fo  firmly  and  well  executed,  as  rendered  it 

Q  4  difficult 
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difficult  to  be  confidered  the  work  of  the  untu¬ 
tored  tribes  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  meet ; 
had  not  their  broken  arms  and  implements,  with 
parts  of  their  manufadlured  garments,  plainly- 
evinced  its  inhabitants  to  be  of  the  fame  race. 

Whilft  examining  thefe  abandoned  dwellings, 
and  admiring  the  rude  citadel  projedled  for  their 
defence,  our  gentlemen  were  fuddenly  affailed 
by  an  unexpeded  numerous  enemy,  whofe  le¬ 
gions  made  fo  furious  an  attack  upon  each  of 
their  perfons,  that  unable  to  vanquiffi  their  foes, 
or  to  fuftain  the  conflid,  they  ruflied  up  to  their  • 
necks  in  water.  This  expedient,  however,  proved 
ineffedual ;  nor  was  it  till  after  all  their  clothes 
were  boiled,  that  they  were  difengaged  from*  an 
imraenfe  hord  of  fleas,  which  they  had  difturbed 
by  examining  too  minutely  the  filthy  garments 
and  apparel  of  the  late  inhabitants. 

The  weather  continued  very  rainy  and  unplea- 
fant  until  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  ift  of 
July,  when,  on  its  clearing  up,  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey  were  again  difpatched,  to  execute 
the  talk  I  had  the  preceding  day  attempted ;  as 
likewife  to  gain  fome  information  of  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  gulf,  and  the  broken  country,  which 
exifted  betw^een  it  and  our  prefent  anchorage, 

The  fecurities  about  the  head  of  the  Difcovery 
being  conftantly  out  of  repair,  our  carpenters 

were 
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were  now  employed  on  that  fervlce  ;  and,  liere 
alfo,  we  brewed  fome  fpruce-beer,  which  was 
excellent. 

The  next  day,  Monday  the  2d,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  Mr.  Johnftone  returned,  who,  after  having 
met  Sen"  Valdes,  as  before  ftated,  abandoned  his 
purfuit  of  that  which  appeared,  to  him  to  be  the 
main  Ihore  leading  to  the  eaftward,  and  profe- 
cuted  his  refearches  in  the  oppofite  direction, 
leading  to  the  weft,  N.  W.  and  to  the  north,  in 
a  channel  of  an  irregular  width,  where,  after  ex¬ 
amining  a  fmall  opening,  in  a  northerly  direftion, 
he  fhortly  difcovered  another,  about  two  miles 
wide,  in  latitude  52*^  2  ft,  longitude  235'’  along 
which,  he  kept  the  ftarboard  or  eaftern  iliore  on 
board,  which  w^as  compadl ;  but  the  weftern  fide, 
for  fome  miles  on  which  fome  fires  were  ob- 
ftrved,  fecmed  fomewhat  divided  by  water.  This 
inlet,  in  general,  from  one  to  two  miles  wide,  led 
them  in  an  irregular  northern  direction  to  the  la¬ 
titude  of  50°  52^,  longitude  235°  IQ^,  where,  in 
the  ufual  manner,  it  terminated  by  a  fmall  tsadl 
of  low  land,  from  whence  a  fhallow  bank 
ftretched  into  the  arm, which  foon  increafed,from 
2  to  50,  70?  3,nd  100  fathoms  in  depth,  and  then 
became  unfathomable.  Behind  this  low  fmall 
fpot  of  land,  the  mountains  rofe  very  abruptly, 
divided  by  two  deep  vallies,  whence  iflued  ftreams 
of  frefh  water,  though  not  fufficicntly  capacious 

to 
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to  admit  the  boats.  In  thefe  vallies,  and  on  the 
low  plains,  pine-trees  grew  to  a  tolerable  fize  ; 
the  few  feen  on  the  mountains  were  of  very 
ftunted  growth.  High  fteep  barren  rocks,  capped 
with  fnow,  formed  the  fides  of  this  channel,  the 
water  of  which  at  its  head,  was  nearly  frefli,  and 
of  a  pale  colour,  as  was  that  in  the  arm  where 
Mr.  Puget  met  Sen'*  Valdes.  It  was  noon  on  the 
SOth  before  we  reached  that  part  of  the  weftern 
Ihore,  which  had  appeared  broken,  and  on  which 
the  fires  of  the  natives  had  been  obferved  on  en¬ 
tering  this  channel,  which  I  diftlnguifhcd  by  the 
name  of  Bute’s  Channel.  Plere  was  found 
an  Indian  village,  fituated  on  the  face  of  a  fteep 
rock,  containing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  natives,  fome  few  of  whom  had  vifited  our 
party  in  their  way  up  the  channel,  and  now  many 
came  off  in  the  moft  civil  and  friendly  manner, 
with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  frefli  herrings  and  other 
fifli,  which  they  bartered  in  a  fair  and  honeft  way 
for  nails.  Thefe  were  of  greater  value  amongfh 
them,  than  any  other  articles  our  people  had  to 
offer.  From  the  point  on  which  this  village  is 
credled,  in  latitude  50°  24^  longitude  235°  8^  a 
very  narrow  opening  was  feen  ftretching  to  the 
weftward,  and  through  it  flowed  fo  ftrong  a  cur¬ 
rent,  that  the  boats,  unable  to  row  againft  it, 
wfere  hauled  by  a  rope  along  the  rocky  fhores 
forming  the  paifage.  In  this  fatiguing  fervice  the 
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Indians  voluntarily  lent  their  aid  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  and  were  rewarded  for  their  cordial 
difinterefted  affiftance,  much  to  their  fatisfadtion. 
Having  paffed  thefe  narrows,  the  channel  widen¬ 
ed,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  decreafed.  Mr- 
Johnftone,  in  the  cutter,  had  alone  been  able  to 
pafs  ;  to  whom  it  was  evident  that  this  narrow 
palTage  had  communication  with  fome  very  ex- 
tenfive  inlet  of  the  fea;  but,  as  the  weather  was 
now  very  boifterous,  with  heavy  rain,  and  a  thick 
haze,  and  as  the  launch  had  not  yet  made  her 
appearance,  he  returned  in  fearch  of  her,  and 
found  the  party  uhng  their  utmofi:  endeavours  to 
get  through  the  narrows  by  the  fame  friendly 
affiftance  of  the  natives  he  had  before  experien¬ 
ced  ;  which  being  now"  no  longer  required  theft 
good  people  returned  to  their  habitations,  appa¬ 
rently  well  fatisfied  with  the  kind  offices  they 
had  rendered,  and  the  acknowledgments  they 
had  received.  The  boats  now  fought  flielter 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  a  fmall 
cove  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  arm  they  had  quit¬ 
ted,  wffiere  the  fame  cauft  operated  to  detain 
them  until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  when 
the  time  for  which  they  were  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions  being  nearly  expired,  it  was  deemed  moft 
expedient  to  return  to  the  Ihips. 

By  theft  two  expeditions  the  boundary  of  the 
continental  fliore  was  completely  afeertained  to 

the 
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the  above  narrow  paffage  ;  and  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
fumption  induced  that  the  whole  of  the  coafi:  on 
our  weftern  fide,  fouthward  of  that  paiTage  was 
compofed  of  innumerable  iflands. 

The  weather  being  tolerably  ’  fair,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  and  Mr.  Swainc  were,  the  next  day,Wednef- 
day  the  5th,  again  difpatched  with  a  week’s  pro- 
vifions,  to  examine  the  continental  fliore  through 
the  narrow  paffage  from  w  hence  they  had  return¬ 
ed  ;  by  the  means  of  which,  and  the  furvey  then 
profecuting  under  Lyieutenant  Puget  and  Mr. 
Whldbey,  who  were  to  commence  their  inqui¬ 
ries  in  an  oppofite  pointy  the  whole  extent  of  the 
gulf  would  be  finally  determined  ;  or^  in  the 
event  of  the  Indian’s  information  being  correft, 
its  further  navigable  communication  to  the  north¬ 
ward  would  be  difcovered. 

By  what  I  had  feen  of  the  gulf  on  the  even¬ 
ing  we  entered  this  found,  though  its  weftern 
extremity  was  certainly  bounded,  yet  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  land  in  that  direction  favored  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  its  being  compofed  of  iflands,  though  the 
whole  might  be  united  by  low  land  not  percep¬ 
tible  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 

On  Friday  the  5  th  in  the  afternoon,  the  officers 
in  the  launch  and  cutter  returned,  from  whom  I 
underftood,  that  they  had  found  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  from  that  part  oppofite 
to  point  Marfhall,  to  be  compadf,  rifing  in  a  gentle 

afcent 
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afcent  from  the  fea  hiore  to  the  inland  moun¬ 
tains,  (fome  of  which  were  covered  with  fnow) 
wearing  a  pleafant  and  fertile  appearance  ;  along 
this  fliore  they  continued  their  route  and  entered 
an  inlet,  whofe  eaftern  fide  is  formed  by  a  long 
narrow  peninfula,  the  fouth  extreme  of  which  is 
fituatedin  latitude  50^,  longitude  235®  This 
promontory,  after  my  firft  lieutenant,  who  had 
alfo  difcovered  the  inlet  from  the  top  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  he  had  afcended  in  this  neighbourhood,  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Point  Mtjdge.  It  forms  a 
channel  with  the  main  land  of  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  about  a  mile  in  wddth,  nearly  in 
a  N,  N.  W.  direction ;  this  was  purfued  about 
three  or  four  leagues  without  any  apparent  ter¬ 
mination  ;  the  further  they  advanced  the  more 
extenfive  it  was  found.  The  tide,  which  was 
regular,  was  alfo  rapid,  and  the  flood  evidently 
came  from  the  north- weft  ward  ;  all  thefe  circum- 
flances  indicating  the  channel  to  be  of  conflder- 
able  extent,  they  returned  to  communicate  this 
intelligence. 

On  point  Mudge  was  a  very  large  village  of 
the  natives,  many  of  whom  vifited  the  party  on 
their  paffing  and  repaffing  by  it,  who  uniformly 
conducted  themfelves  with  the  greatefl:  civility 
and  refped;.  On  the  weftern  fliore,  immediately 

without  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  they  found  a 

( 

rivulet  of  excellent  frefh  water.  The  paflage  up 

the 
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the  inlet  is  perfectly  free  from  danger,  and  affords 
good  anchorage.  Round  point  Mudge/at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  mile,  is  a  ledge  of  funken 
rocks  ;  thefe  are,  however,  eafily  avoided  by  the 
weeds  which  they  produce.  From  hence  their 
way  was  direfted  to  the  northward,  in  order  to 
join  the  fhip  through  the  broken  land  that  exifts 
between  our  prefent  Ration  and  point  Mudge. 
This  was  effected  through  a  very  Intricate  chan¬ 
nel  full  of  funken  rocks  and  rocky  illets,  leading 
them  to  the  north  point  of  the  ifland  which 
formed  our  S.  W.  fhore,  and  bearing  from  hence 
N.  53  W.  diftant  about  four  miles. 

After  receiving  this  information,  I  waited  with 
no  little  impatience  the  return  of  the  other 
boat  party  ;  in  the  hope  that,  If  no  intelligence 
fhould  be  derived  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  the 
fhips,  there  was  yet  a  great  probability  of  finding 
a  more  comfortable  reffing  place  than  that  w^e 
then  occupied.  This  afforded  not  a  fingle  prof- 
pe(!:(:  that  was  pleafingto  the  eye,  the  fmalleff  re¬ 
creation  on  fhore,  nor  animal  nor  vegetable  food, 
excepting  a  very  fcanty  proportion  of  thofe  eat¬ 
ables  already  deferibed,  and  of  which  the  adjacent 
country  was  foon  exhaufted,  after  our  arrival. 
Nor  did  our  exploring  parties  meet  wdth  a  more 
abundant  fupply,  whence  the  place  obtained  the 
name  of  Desolation  Sound  ;  where  our  time 
would  have  paffed  infinitely  more  heavily,  had  it 

not 
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not  been  relieved  by  the  agreeable  foclety  of  our 
Spanifh  friends. 

The  week,  for  which  Mr.  Johnftone  and  his 
party  were  furniflied  with  fupplies,  having  been 
expired  fome  time,  I  began  to  be  anxioufly  fo- 
licitous  for  their  welfare  ;  when^  about  two  ki 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  12th,  I  had  the  fa- 
tisfadlion'  of  having  their  arrival  announced,  all 
well,  and  that  a  paffage  leading  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean  to  the  north- weft  ward  had  been  difcovered. 

Mr.  Johnftone  had  fucceeded  in  finding  his 
W'ay  into  the  arm  leading  to  the  weft  ward  through 
the  narrows,  where  they  were  affifted  by  the 
friendly  natives,  about  a  league  to  the  fouth  of 
the  paffage  by  which  he  had  before  entered  it ; 
making  the  intermediate  land,  lying  before  the 
entrance  into  Bute’s  channel,  nearly  a  round 
ifland  three  or  four  leagues  in  circuit,  which  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Stuart’s  Island.  This 
channel  was  not  lefs  intricate  than  the  other, 
neither  of  which  he  confidered  a  fafe  navigation 
for  fhipping,  owing  to  their  being  fo  narrow,  to 
the  irregular  diredtion  and  rapidity  of  the  tides, 
and  to  the  great  depth  of  water  ;  which  even 
clofe  to  the  fhore,  was  no  where  lefs  than  fixty 
fathoms.  From  this  paffage  the  northern  fhore 
was  purfued,  and  two  fmall  arms  leading  to  the 
N.  W.  each  about  a  league  in  extent,  w^ere 
examined.  Here  was  met  a  canoe  in  which 
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were  three  IndianSj  who  fled  to  the  woods  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  their  canoe  on 
the  fliore.  In  it  Mr*  Johnftone  depofited  fome 
trifling  articles,  in  the  hope  of  diflipatlng  by  this 
tneans,  their  ill-grounded  apprehenfion  of  danger* 
As  he  proceeded,  he  palfed  a  fpacious  opening 
leading  to  the  S.  W*  which  he  fuppofed  commu¬ 
nicated  wdth  the  gulf  fome  diftance  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  our  prefent  ftation.  The  principal  chan¬ 
nel  of  the  weftern  arm  ftill  preferving  a  weft  di¬ 
rection,  w^as  about  a  mile  wide  ;  and  as  they  ad¬ 
vanced  in  It,  they  arrived  at  another  branch 
nearly  about  the  fame  width.  In  latitude  50^  26'' 
longitude  234^  35^,  wdth  an  iflet  and  fome  rocks 
lying  off  its  eaft  point  of  entrance.  Conformably 
to  our  mode  of  tracing  the  continental  fhore, 
they  were  led  up  this  opening ;  and  in  the  night 
found  themfelves  incommoded  by  the  flood  tide, 
although  they  had  conceived  from  their  former 
obfervatlons  on  the  tides,  that,  at  the  time  of 
their  being  difturbed  at  their  refting  place  on 
Ihore,  it  w^ould  be  nearly  low"  w"ater,  as  the  moon 
was  then  pafllng  the  meridian.  But,  as  the  tide 
here  varied  upw^ards  of  four  hours  earlier  than  in 
the  gulf  of  Georgia,  and  as  the  night  had  been 
ftill  and  'pleafant,  no  accidental  caufe  could  be 
lei erred  to,  which  was  likely  to  have  produced 
fo  material  an  alteration :  the  period  of  flowing, 
how  ever,  nearly  correfponded  with  that  of  the 

tides 
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tides  at  Nootka,  and  on  the  fea-coaft  to  the  north 
of  that  place ;  which  left  little  doubt,  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Johnftonej  that  this  unexpeded  circum- 
fliance  had  been  occafioned  by  the  channel  they 
were  in  communicating  with  the  ocean  to  the 
north- weft  ward.  The  examination  of  the  arm 
w^as  continued,  the  next  morning,  to  the  latitude 
of  50^  45^  longitude  234°  4  ft,  where  it  was 
thought  to  end.  But  this  appearance  proved  to 
be  a  contradion  only  of  the  channel,  by  two  in¬ 
terlocking  points,  from  whence  the  Spaniards, 
who  afterwards  purfued  its  courfe,  found  its  final 
termination  in  a  N.  E.  by  N.  diredion  about  three 
leagues  further.  They  again  reached  the  en¬ 
trance  in  the  evening,  where  the  party  refted  for 
the  night.  This  channel,  which  I  diftinguiflhed 
by  the  name  of  Loughborough’s  Channel, 
was  about  a  mile  wide,  between  fteep  and  nearly 
perpendicular  mountains,  from  whofe  lofty  fum- 
mits  the  dififolvlng  fnow  defcended  down  their 
rugged  fides  in  many  beautiful  cafcades. 

In  the  morning  of  the  0th,  their  refearches 
were  continued  along  the  weftern  channel,  in 
which  they  found  the  tide  favoring  their  former 
conjedures,  by  the  flood  evidently  approaching 
them  from  the  wxftward.  About  two  leagues  to 
the  weft  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted,  the  chan¬ 
nel  again  branched  off  in  two  dlredions,  one 
ftretching  a  little  to  the  northward,  the  other  a 
VoL.II.  R  little 


24*2  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jULT^ 

little  to  the  fouthward  of  weft.  The  former  de¬ 
manded  their  attention  firft,  and  was  found  to  be 
an  Intricate  channel,  containing  many  funken 
rocks  and  rocky  Iflets,  occafioning  great  irregu¬ 
larity  in  the  tides,  which  were  here  extremely 
violent ;  this  continued  about  two  leagues,  where 
the  channel  widened,  and  the  water  became  lefs 
agitated.  Their  courfe  along  the  continental 
fliore  led  them  into  a  continuation  of  the  weft 
tern  channel,  which  they  had  forfakeri  for  the 
purpofe  of  purfuing  this  more  northerly  one  along 
the  Ihore  of  the  main  land,  by  which  means  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  channel  they  had  pafled 
through  was  proved  to  be  an  ifland,  about  four 
leagues  in  extent.  From  hence  they  continued 
along  the  northern  fhore  of  the  great  w^eftcrn 
channel  for  the  moft  part  upw^ards  of  half  a 
league  wide,  in  the  firm  reliance  of  finding  it 
lead  to  the  ocean.  Under  this  impreffion,  Mr. 
Johnftone  thought  it  of  importance  to  afeertain 
that  fad:  as  fpeedily  as  poffible ;  for  wTich  pur¬ 
pose,  he  fteered  over  to  the  fouthern  fhore,  leav¬ 
ing  fome  openings,  wdth  fome  iflands  and  rocks, 
on  the  northern  fide,  for  future  examination. 
The  ibuthern  ihore  was  found  nearly  ftraight,  and 
intlre,  rifing  abruptly  from  the  fca  to  mountains 
ot  great  height.  Here  they  paffed  fome  fmali 
habitations  of  the  natives,  but  the  northern  fhore 
prefented  not  the  leaft  fign  of  its  being  inhabited 

to 
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to  the  weftWard  of  the  narrows.  A  flow  progrefs 
was  now  made  to  the  wefiiward,  in  confequence 
bf  a  frelh  gale  from  that  quarter,  moft  part  of  the 
day  ;  and  the  nights  and  mornings,  often  ob^ 
fcured  in  a  thick  fog,  were  generally  calm.  , 

On  the  morning,  of  the  8th  they  were  much 
furprized  by  the  report  of  a  gun  at  no  very  great 
diftance.  This  was  immediately  anfwered  by  a 
fwivel  ;  but  no  return  was  heard.  On  the  fog 
clearing  away,  a  fmall  canoe  appeared,  which 
attended  them  until  they  reached  a  village  of 
greater  confequence,  in  point  of  lize,  than  any 
they  had  before  feen,  fituated  on  the  front  of  a 
hill  near  the  fea-fide.  The  two  Indians  in  the 
canoe,  finding  they  were  feen  by  thofe  on  ftiore^ 
ventured  alongfide  our  boats  ;  and,  in  the  canoe 
was  a  muiket  with  its  appendages,  and  an  eagle 
recently  ihot,  which  eafily  accounted  for  the  dif- 
charge  heard  in  the  fog.  As  they  approached  the 
village  feveral  canoes  vifited  the  party  ;  each  of 
which  was  armed  with  a  mufket,  and  provided 
with  ammunition ;  in  one  canoe  there  were 
three ;  thefc  were  confidered  as  belonging  to  a 
chief,  who  informed  them,  that  the  village  w^as 
under  the  authority  of  Maquinna^',  the  chief  of 
Nootka,  who,  they  gave  our  party  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  was  then  on  fhore.  The  village  had  the 

So  called  by  the  Spaniards,  but  known  by  the  name  of 
Jla^uilla  by  the  Englilh. 
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appearance  of  being  confhrufted  with  much  re¬ 
gularity  ;  its  inhabitants  numerous,  and  all  feem- 
ingly  well  armed :  under  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  palTed  by,  without  further  inquiry,  agree¬ 
ably  to  our  eftablifhed  maxim,  never  to  court  a 
danger  on  fliore  when  neceflfity  did  not  compel 
our  landing. 

A  fmall  fandy  ifland,  lying  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  village,  affords  between  it  and  the  land  on 
which  the  town  is  fituated,  a  fmall,  but  very 
commodious,  anchorage.  This  is  not,  however^ 
to  be  approached  by  the  paffage  to  the  fouth  of 
the  ifland,  that  being  navigable  only  for  very  fmall 
craft.  To  the  fouth  of  the  village  a  valley  ex¬ 
tended,  apparently  to  a  confiderable  dlftance,  in 
a  fouth- wefterly  dlreftion.  Through  it  a  very  fine 
ftream  of  frefh  water  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea^ 
and,  from  the  many  wears  that  were  feen  in  it,  it 
was  unqueflionably  well  ftocked  with  fifli,  though 
not  any  was  offered  for  fale,  notwithftanding  the 
folicitation  of  our  party,  in  the  Nootka  language, 
with  which  the  natives  feemed  wxll  acquainted. 

After  the  chief  bad  received  fome  prefents, 
amongfi:  which  copper  feemed  to  him  the  mofi; 
valuable,  he,  with  moft  of  his  companions,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  fliore ;  and,  "on  landing,  fired  fe- 
veral  mufkets,  to  ffew,  in  all  probability,  with 
what  dexterity  they  could  ufe  thefe  weapons,  to 
Vi  hich  they  feemed  as  familiarized  as  if  they  had 

been 
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been  accuftomed  to  fire-arms  from  their  earlleft 
infancy. 

The  fhores  on  each  fide  of  the  channel  had 
materially  decreafed  in  height.  That  to  the 
northward  appeared  very  much  broken,  and  moft- 
ly  compofed  of  iflands ;  whilft  that  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  was  purfued,  remained  compad: 
and  entire.  The  iflands  to  the  north  were  ge¬ 
nerally  formed  by  low  land  near  the  fliore,  rlfmg 
to  a  moderate  height,  well  wooded,  and  on  them 
the  fmoke  of  feveral  fires  was  obferved.  This 
circumftance,  together  with  the  number  of  inha¬ 
bitants  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  and  the  many  ca¬ 
noes  that  were  feen  palling  and  repaffing,  evi¬ 
dently  befpoke  this  country  to  be  infinitely  more 
populous  than  the  fliores  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

The  evening  brought  our  party  to  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  compad  fouthern  fhore  in  its  weft 
diredion,  by  a  narrow  channel  leading  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  main  arm,  which  from  that  fta- 
tion  took  a  north  diredion,  fpread  very  confi- 
derably  ;  but  the  view  to  the  weft  ward  was  great¬ 
ly  interrupted  by  fmall  iflands.  In  the  hope  of 
reaching  the  wefternmoft  ifland  in  fight,  and  by 
that  means  of  determining  the  great  objed  of 
their  purful t,  they  proceeded  wdth  a  frefti  gale 
from  the  eaft,  attended  by  a  great  fall  of  rain, 
until  midnight ;  w^hen,  fuppofmg  themfelves  at 
the  limits  they  had  feen  before  it  was  dark,  they 
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came  to  a  grapnell  under  the  lee  of  a  fmall  ifland, 
which  in  feme  degree  flieltered  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  night.  This  extremely  un- 
pleafant  weather  continued  without  intermiffion, 
the  whole  of  the  next  day,  and  ui\til  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  10th.  They  had  now  been  abfent  fix 
days  out  of  the  feven  for  which  they  had  been 
provided,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  their  flock 
wxre  becoming  hourly  more  infufficient  for  the 
diftant  voyage  they  had  yet  to  perform  in  re¬ 
turning  to  the  fliips,  which  greatly  increafed  the 
mortification  they  experienced  by  this'  very  un¬ 
looked  for  detention ;  but  a  wefterly  wind  and 
pleafant  weather  returning  with  the  morning  of 
the  loth,  they  rowed  to  an  iiland  confpicuoufly 
fituated,  from  whence  their  expectations  were 
gratified  by  a  clear  though  diftant  view  of  the 
expanfive  ocean.  The  land  conftituting  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fhores  of  the  paffage  appeared  of  mode¬ 
rate  height,  much  broken,  and  feemed  to  form 
various  other  channels  to  fea.  This  was  how¬ 
ever  the  moft  capacious ;  the  wefternmoft  land 
of  which,  on  the  northern  fide,  bore  by  compafs 
N.  62  W.  about  five  leagues  ;  and  the  weftern¬ 
moft  land  on  the  fouthern  fide  N.  80  W.  about 
four  leagues  diftant.  This  ifland  obtained  the 
name  of  Alleviation  Island,  from  whence 
they  directed  their  courfe  homeward,  being  up¬ 
wards  of  120  miles  from  the  fhips. 
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Impelled  by  reafons  of  the  moft  preffing  na¬ 
ture,  no  time  was  loft  in  taking;  advantage  of  the 

o  o 

prevailing  favorable  gale,  with  which  they  kept 
on  their  return  until  midnight,  when  as  ufual, 
they  landed  for  the  night  on  the  fouthern  fliore, 
nearly  oppofite  the  weft  end  of  the  illand  that 
forms  the  fouth  fide  of  the  intricate  paffage  they 
had  palled  through  on  the  6th.  As  the  furvey 
from  the  fliip  had  been  carried  on  by  that  route, 
and  confined  to  the  examination  of  the  northern 
or  continental  fhore  to  that  ftation,  through  paf- 
fages  rendered  by  various  impediments  ineligible 
as  a  navigation  for  the  fhips,  Mr.  Johnftone  was 
defirous  of  purfuing  another  which  led  more 
foutherly,  and  appeared  lefs  liable  to  fuch  objec¬ 
tions.  Though  he  much  regretted  the  loft  op¬ 
portunity  of  returning  by  the  favorable  gale  that 
continued  all  night,  he  waited  the  approach  of 
day,  and  departing  wdth  the  dawn,  had  his  wifties 
gratified  by  failing  through  a  clear  and  fpacious 
channel,  in  wddth  about  halt  a  league,  without 
the  fmalleft  interruption,  or  the  leaft  irregularity 
in  the  tides.  The  fouthern  fliore,  which  from 
the  large  village  w^as  nearly  ftraight,  afforded 
fome  few  fmall  bays,  the  land  moftly  rlfing  in  an 
abrupt  manner  from  the  fea  to  mountains  of  con- 
fiderable  height,  divided  by  valleys  that  appeared 
to  extend  a  great  way  back  into  the  country ;  the 
fliores  were  tolerably  wxll  inhabited  by  the  na- 
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tives  who  lived  in  fmall  villas!;es  near  the  water 
fide.  The  northern  fliore  was  neither  fo  high 
nor  fo  compad: ;  feveral  detached  rocks  were 
feen  lying  near  it,  and  it  was,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  in  the  fiffures  of 
which  an  abundance  of  pine  trees  were  produced, 
conftituting,  as  on  the  fouthern  fliore,  one  intire 
forell.  As  they  advanced  in  this  channel,  lead¬ 
ing  nearly  in  an  eaft  and  weft  diredion,  they  ob- 
ferved  another  which  led  to  the  fouth,  fouth 
eaftward,  bearing  every  appearance  of  being  clear, 
navigable,  and  communicating  with  the  gulf ; 
and  one  alfo  ftretching  to  the  north-eaftward, 
which  they  had  little  doubt  was  the  fame  they 
had  feen  after  paffing  the  narrows  on  the  4tli, 
leading  to  the  S.  W.  The  former  of  thefe  they 
much  wifhed  to  explore,  but  their  proviflons  be¬ 
ing  totally  exhauftcd,  it  became  expedient  they 
fhould  join  the  fiiips  without  further  delay,  and 
therefore  purfued  that  leading  to  the  north-eaft- 
w^ard,  by  which  they  arrived  as  already  related. 

This  information  left  me  fcarcely  a  doubt  that 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnftone  had  declined  purfu- 
ing  fouth  caftwardly  towards  the  gulf,  was  the 
fame  our  boats  had  entered  leading  to  the  north¬ 
ward  irom  point  Mudge,  and  which,  on  com¬ 
paring  the  fketches  of  the  feveral  furveys,  was 
as  nearly  as  poffible  reduced  to  a  certainty.  I 
derived  tio  fmall  degree  of  fatisfaftiqn  in  finding 
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my  expedtations  fo  far  advanced,  for  had  our  ef¬ 
forts  proved  ineffeftual  In  dlfcoverlng  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  ocean,  it  would  have  occupied 
the  remaining  part  of  the  feafon  to  have  examined 
the  numerous  openings  on  the  oppofite  iliores  of 
the  gulf,  which  were  now  proved  to  form  the 
north- eaftern  lide  of  an  extenfive  ifland  or  archie 
pelago,  on  whofe  fouth-weftern  coaft  Nootka  is 
lituated  ;  hence  this  tafk  now  became  unneceJf- 
fary,  and  I  was  flattered  with  the  hope  of  yet  ex¬ 
tending  our  refearches  during  the  fummer  months 
a  conflderable  diftance  to  the  northward. 

Sen’'"  Galiano  and  Valdes  I  made  acquainted 
w  ith  our  difcoverles ;  and  with  my  Intention  of 
departing,  in  confequence  of  the  information  we 
had  gained,  the  firfl:  favourable  moment. 

When  the  village  was  pointed  out  where  Ma- 
quhma  was  fuppofed  to"  have  been,  Sen’'  Valdes 
w^as  of  opinion,  that  circumftance  was  highly 
probable,  knowing  he  had  authority  over  an  ex- 
tenfive  country  to  the  north-weftward  of  Nootka. 

Thefe  gentlemen  received  fuch  information  of 
all  our  difcoverles  up  to  this  period  as  they  re¬ 
quired,  and  now  begged  leave  to  decline  accom¬ 
panying  us  further,  as  the  powers  they  pofleffed 
in  their  miferable  veflbls,  were  unequal  to  a  co¬ 
operation  with  us,  and  being  apprehenfive  their 
attendance  would  retard  our  progrefs.  Sen’'  Ga¬ 
liano  favoured  me  with  a  copy  of  his  furvey,  and 

other 
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other  particulars  relative  to  this  inlet  of  the  fea, 
which  contained  alfo  that  part  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  coaft  extending  north-weftward  from  the 
ftralts  of  De  Fuca,  beyond  Nootka  to  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  50^  3^  longitude  232°  48^  He  likewlfe 
rave  me  a  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  Sen’'  Quadra 

tD 

at  Nootka,  by  Maquinna,  or  any  of  his  people 
w^ith  whom  we  might  chance  to  meet,  together 
wdth  an  introduftory  one  to  Sen'  Quadra,  when 
I  fhould  have  the  pleafure  of  meeting  him  at 
Nootka.  After  an  exchange  of  good  wifhes,  we 
bad  each  other  farewell,  having  experienced  much 
fatisfaiflion,  and  mutually  received  every  kind- 
nefs  and  attention  that  our  peculiar  fituation 
could  afford  to  our  little  fociety.  From  thefe 
gentlemen  we  were  afliired,  that  on  our  arrival 
at  Nootka  we  fliould  meet  a  moft  cordial  recep¬ 
tion,  and  be  more  pleafantly  fituated  than  we 
could  imagine,  as  the  houfes  had  lately  under¬ 
gone  a  thorough  repair,  and  all  the  gardens  had 
been  put  and  kept  in  the  higheft  order,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  fo  delivered  into  our  poheffion. 
With  a  light  breeze  from  the  northw^ard,  in 
the  morning  of  Friday  the  13th,  we  weighed  and 
left  our  Spanifli  friends  at  anchor,  w^ho  intended 
to  purfue  their  refearches  to  the  w^  eft  ward  through 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnftone  had  difeovered  ;  and 
in  commemoration  of  whofe  exertions  was  by 
me  named  Johnstone’s  Straits;  and  the 

illand 
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ifland  defcrlbed  by  him  on  the  Oth^  was  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  Mr  Swaine,  who  commanded  the 
.other  boat,  dlfonguillied  by  the  name  of  H.4RD- 
wicke’s  Island,  after  the  noble  earl  of  that 
title  ;  towards  which  ftraits  our  courfe  w’as  now  , 
bent  to  the  fouthward,  trufting  w^e  fliould  find 
a  paffage  into  thern  to  the  weft  ward  of  point 
Mudge. 

Little  remains  further  to  add  refpediing  the 
ftation  we  had  juft  quitted,  but  to  ftate  the  ge¬ 
neral  fatisfadtion  that  prevailed  on  leaving  a  re¬ 
gion  fo  truly  defolate  and  inhofpi table.  During 
our  ftay  at  that  gloomy  place,  I  was  enabled  to 
take  only  ten  fets  of  lunar  diftances ;  which, 
with  fix  fets  taken  at  our  anchorage  near  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  found,  gave  a  mean  refult  for  the 
longitude  235°  5^  30'^  Kendal’s  chronometer, 
by  ten  fets  of  altitudes  taken  on  different  days, 
fhewxd  the  mean  refult,  allowing  the  Birch  bay 
rate  to  be  235°  2 if  This  I  confidered  to  be 
nearer  the  truth  than  that  deduced  from  the  few 
lunar  obfervations  above  mentioned,  and  have 
accordingly  adopted  it  as  the  longitude  of  Defo- 
iation  found,  w^hofe  latitude  by  fix  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun  was  found  to  be  50®  1  T. 
The  mean  refult  of  eighteen  fets  of  azimuths 
taken  on  board,  differing  from  17^45''  to  23°, 
gave  1  Q°  1  d"'  eafterly  variation ;  feventcen  fets 
taken  on  fliore  differed  from  14°  2&  to  19°  3o', 

-  f  , 
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gave  a  mean  refult  of  variation  in  the  fame 
dire£llon.  The  irregularity  of  the  tides  was  fuch 
that  no  corredl  inferences  could  well  be  drawn. 
They  appeared  to  be  principally  influenced  by 
local  or  incidental  caufes ;  poffibly  by  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  both.  They  were  greatly  affedted  by  the 
diredlion  or  force  of  the  winds,  which  feemed  as 
equally  to  adl  on  the  rife  and  the  fall,  as  on  the 
current  when  there  was  any.  This,  however, 
was  not  always  the  cafe ;  as  in  •  the  courfe  of 
fome  days  there  would  not  be  the  leaft  percept 
tlble  ftream  ;  and  in  others  a  very  rapid  one,  that 
generally  continued  in  the  fame  diredllon  twenty 
four  hours,  and  fometimes  longer.  The  time  of 
high  water  was  equally  vague  and  undefinable ; 
this  I  attributed  to  its  infular  fituation,  nearly  at 
the  extremity  of  the  influence  of  two  tides  flow¬ 
ing  from  diredliy  oppoflte  points,  caufing  their 
divided  ftream s  to  adl,  according  to  the  inci¬ 
dental  circumftances  that  might  operate  upon 
them. 

In  this  route'  we  pafled  through  the  aflem- 
blage  of  iflands  and  rocks  lying  at  fome  diflance 
before  the  entrance  into  Defolation  found ;  fome 
of  which  prefented  an  appearance  infinitely  more 
grateful  than  that  of  the  interior  country.  Thefe 
were  moftly  of  a  moderate  height  from  the  fea, 
tolerably  well  wooded,  and  the  fliores  not  wholly 
compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  afforded  fome  fmall 

bays 
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bays  bounded  by  fandy  beaches.  The  wind  con¬ 
tinued  light  from  the  northern  quarter,  and  the 
weather  being  ferene  and  pleaiant,  made  a  moft 
agreeable  change.  Numberlefs  whales  enjoying 
the  feafon,  were  playing  about  the  fhip  in  every 
direction ;  as  were  alfo  feveral  feals ;  the  latter 
had  been  feen  in  great  abundance  during  our  re- 
fidence  in  Defolation  found,  and  in  all  the  re¬ 
mote  excurfions  of  our  boats,  but  they  were  lb 
extremely  watchful  and  fliy,  that  not  one  could 
be  taken.  Thefe  animals  feemed  to  have  had 
the  cxclulive  poifeffion  of  the  gloomy  region  we 
had  juft  quitted;  but  the  fcene  now  before  us 
was  more  congenial  to  our  minds,  not  only  from 
the  different  afpeft  of  the  Ihores,  but  from  the 
attention  of  the  friendly  Indians,  who,  as  we 
were  croffmg  the  gulf,  vifited  us  in  feveral  ca¬ 
noes,  with  young  birds,  moftly  fea  fowl,  filli,  and 
Ibme  berries,  to  barter  for  our  trinkets  and  other 
commodities.  Soon  after  mid-day  we  anchored 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  point 
Madge,  in  3/  fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom  of 
black  fand  and  mud.  A  very  ftrong  jiood  tide 
~  came  irom  the  northw^ard,  and  although  nearly 
convinced  that  our  conjectures  wxre  right,  the 
launch  and  cutter  with  lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  were  immediately  difpatched  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  channel  as  to  its  communication  with 
Johnftone’s  ftraights  ;  that  in  the  event  of  there 

being 
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being  any  obftrudlions  where  fuch  rapid  tides 
were  running,  we  might  have  fufficient  notice, 
and  be  prepared  to  avoid  them. 

From  the  village  fituated  on  point  Mudge,  we 
were  vihted  by  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  brought 
fifli  and  the  wild  fruits  of  their  country,  which 
they  exchanged  for  our  European  articles,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner. 

After  dinner,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies 
and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on  ffiore  to  re¬ 
turn  the  vifit  of  our  friends,  and  to  indulge  our 
curiofity.  On  landing  at  the  village,  which  is 
fituated  a  little  to  the  N.  W.  within  the  pro¬ 
montory,  and  nearly  at  the  fummit  of  a  fteep 
fandy  cliff,  we  were  received  by  a  man  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  chief  of  the  party.  He  ap¬ 
proached  us  alone,  feemingly  with  a  degree  of 
formality,  though  with  the  utmofi:  confidence  of 
his  owm  fecurity,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  fociety, 
apparently  numerous,  were  arranged  and  feared 
in  the  moft  peaceable  manner  before  their  houfes. 

I  made  him  fuch  prefents  as  feemed  not  only  to 
pleafe  him  exceffively,  but  to  confirm  him  in  the 
good  opinion  with  which  he  was  prepoffeffed ; 
and  he  Immediately  conducted  us  up  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  by  a  very  narrow  path  winding  diagonally  up 
the  cliff,  eftimated  by  us  to  be  about  an  hundred 
feet  in  height,  and  within  a  few  degrees  of  being 
perpendicular,  Clofe  to  the  edge  of  this  preci¬ 
pice 
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pice  flood  the  village,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
built  after  the  failiion  of  Noofka,  though  fmaller, 

I 

not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  nearly 
clofe  together  in  rows,  flparated  by  a  narrow 
paflage  fufficiently  wide  only  for  one  perfon.  On 
the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  tKe  cliff,  were  about 
feventy  canoes  of  fmall  dimenfions,  though 
amongit  them  were  fome  that  would  carry  at  leaft 
fifteen  perfons  with  great  convenience.  On  a 
computation,  therefore,  deduced  from  thefl  and 
other  circumftances,  we  were  led  to  confider  that 
this  village,  though  occupying  a  very  fmall  fpace, 
-  could  not  contain  lefs  than  three  hundred  per¬ 
fons.  The  fpot  where  it  was  eredled  appeared 
to  be  well  chofen  to  Infure  its  protection ;  the 
fteep  loofe  fandy  precipice  fecured  it  in  front, 
and  its  rear  was  defended  by  a  deep  chafm  in  the 
rocks  ;  beyond  thefe  v/as  a  thick  and  nearly  im¬ 
penetrable  foreft  :  fo  that  the  only  means  of  ac- 
cefs  was  by  the  narrow  path  we  had  afcended, 
which  could  eafily  be  maintained  againft  very 
fuperior  numbers.  Having  gratified  our  curiofity, 
and,  in  return  for  the  cordial  attention  of  thefe 
friendly  people,  made  Qur  acknowrlcdgraents  by 
prefents  of  fuch  trivial  articles  as  vre  had  about 
us,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  village  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  indulging  ourfelves  before  dark,  wdth  a 
refre filing  walk,  on  a  low  margin  of  land  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  more  elevated  woodland  coun- 
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try,  fome  diftance  along  the  water-fide  to  the 
northward  ;  a  luxury  w"c  had  not  for  fome  time 
experienced.  In  this  excurfion,  which  was  ex¬ 
tremely  grateful  and  pleafant,  wx  faw  two  fe- 
pulchres  built  with  plank  about  five  feet  in 
height,  feven  in  length,  and  four  in  breadths 
Thefe  boards  were  curioufly  perforated  at  the 
ends  and  fides,  and  the  tops  covered  with  loofe 
pieces  of  plank,  as  If  for  the  purpofe  of  admit¬ 
ting  as  great  a  circulation  of  air  as  poffible  to  the 
human  bones  they  enclofed,  wdiich  were  evident¬ 
ly  the  relics  of  many  different  bodies.  A  few  of 
the  Indians  attended  us  in  our  wxlk,  picking  the 
berries  from  the  trees  as  wx  paffed,  and  with 
much  civility  prefenting  them  to  us  on  green 
leaves.  The  evening  approaching  obliged  us  to 
return  on  board,  agamfi;  a  very  ftrong  ebb  tide. 

The  Chatham  having  been  detained  fome 
hours  in  Defolation  found  after  we  had  failed, 
had  now  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  She  had 
been  flopped  by  her  anchor  w'hen  nearly  half  up, 
hooking  a  rock  ;  every  means  that  could  be  de- 
vifed  had  been  reforted  to  wdthout  effedt,  until 
the  moment  when  they  were  about  to  cut  it 
aw  ay,  it  cleared  itfelf,  which  fortunately  fared 
the  anchor  and  cable. 

With  a  freih  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  and  a 
continuation  of  pleafant  wxather,  at  high  wxter 
about  three  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Saturday 

the. 
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the  14th,  we  were  under  fail,  and  with  the  af- 
liftance  of  the  ebb  tide,  turned  about  four  leagues 
up  the  inlet  towards  a  commodious  anchoring 
place,  that  had  been  difcovered  by  our  boats,  and 
was  the  appointed  rendezvous  on  the  return  of 
the  launch  and  cutter.  About  fix  o’clock  wx 
arrived  and  anchored  in  24  fathoms  water,  fandy 
bottom.  In  this  fituation  each  fide  of  the  arnl 
formed  a  bay  affording  commodious  anchorage  ^ 
and  that  on  the  weftern  fide  being  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  was  preferred.  Nearly  in  the  centre  is  a 
fliallow  bank  of  fand,  with  a  navigable  paffage 
all  around  iti  The  fhips  were  ftationed  between 
this  bank  and  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  near  a 
fmall  Indian  village,  whofe  inhabitants  had  little 
to  difpofe  of,  though  they  were  very  civil  and 
friendly.  Whilft  turning  up  in  the’Ihip,  many 
of  the  natives' came  off;  but  the  fwiftnefs  of 
our  motion  prevented  their  coming  on  board; 

The  clearnefs  of  the  fky  and  atmofphere  en¬ 
abled  me  to  procure  fome  obfervations,  by  which 
our  latitude  was  afcertained  to  be  50®  30^^; 

Ten  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  with  thofe  made  in 
Defolation  found,  amounting'  in  all  to  twenty- 
fix  fets  taken  on  different  fides  of  the  moon, 
brought  forward  by  Kendal’s  chronometer  and 
the  protradlion,  agreeing  extremely  well  toge¬ 
ther  ;  gave  the  mean  refult  of  the  longitude  by 
the  lunar  dlftances  15''  15^^  to  the  weft  ward  of 
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the  watch.  On  fuch  authority,  however,  I 
could  not  poffibly  determine  that  the  chrono¬ 
meter  erred  fo  materially  ;  yet  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  was  not  gaining  at  the  rate  we  had 
allowed  hnce  our  departure  from  Birch  bay.  The 
true  longitude^,  therefore,  of  the  refpeftive  places 
hereafter  mentioned,  from  Defolation  found  to 
Nootka,  will  be  deduced  from  fuch  obfervations 
as  I  was  enabled  to  make  at  the  latter  place  for 
correcting  the  error  of  the  chronometer ;  by 
which,  according  to  the  Birch  bay  rate,  the  lon¬ 
gitude  of  our  prefent  rendezvous  w^as  2  34^  57^; 
its  true  longitude,  by  fubfeqiient  obfervations, 
234°  ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  by  three 

fets  of  azimuths,  18°  30^  eaftwardly. 

From  point  Mudge  to  this  bay  the  channel  is 
nearly  liraight ;  the  weftern  fliore  is  compaCl, 
the  eaftern  one  has  fome  rocky  ifets  and  rocks 
lying  near  it ;  it  is  about  half  a  league  wide  ;  in 
turning  up  we  found  not  the  fmalleft  obftruc- 
tion ;  and  the  fhores  are  fufiiciently  bold  for  vel- 
fels  to  ftand  as  clofe  to  them  as  inclination  may 
direCl.  Immediately  above  this  ftation  the  chan¬ 
nel  contracts  to  a  fhort  half  mile,  by  the  project¬ 
ing  land  that  forms  the  north  fides  of  thefe  two 
bays,  and  by  an  ifland  on  the  eaftern  fliore  (na¬ 
vigable  round  for  boats  only)  which  proJeCts  fo 
far  as  to  reduce  the  channel  to  nearly  one  half 
its  width.  The  tide,  felting  to  the  fouthward 
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through  this  confined  paflage,  rufhes  with  fuch 
immenfe  Impetuofity  as  to  produce  the  appear- 
ance  of  falls  confiderably  high  ;  though  not  the 
leaft  obftrudlion  of  either  rocks  or  fands,  fo  tar  as 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  It,  appeared 
to  exlft.  The  returning  tide  to  the  north,  though 
very  rapid,  does  not  run  with  fuch  violence  ;  this 
was  eftlmated  to  move  at  the  rate  of  about  four 
or  five  miles  ;  the  other,  at  feven  or  eight  miles 
per  hour.  They  feemed  regular  In  their  quar« 
terly  change,  but  the  vifible  rife  and  fall  by  the 
fliore  in  this  fituation  was  fo  inconfiderable  as  to 
allow  us  merely  to  dlftinguifh  the  ebb  from  the 
flood  tide. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th  our  boats  returned, 
having  found  the  channel  from  thefe  narrow 
parts  gradually  increafing  its  width  to  a  mile, 
and  half  a  league,  and  to  communicate  with 
Johnftone’s  ftraits  in  nearly  the  fame  N.  N.  W. 
diredlion,  about  four  leagues  further,  without  any 
vifible  obftruftion  or  impediment  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion.  The  eaftern  fhore,  like  that  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  was  much  broken  ;  the  weftern  fhore  con¬ 
tinued  firm,  and  afforded  forne  fmall  bays  in 
which  there  was  good  anchorage.  As  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  not  any  inhabitants  were  feen,  but,  on 
returning,  they  met  twenty  canoes  filled  with 
Indians,  w^ho,  at  firft,  were  a  little  diftant,  but 
at  length  approached  bur  party  with  confidence, 
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and  with  every  appearance  of  civility  and  friend- 
fhip. 

Thefe  were  obferved  to  be  more  varioufly 
painted  than  any  of  the  natives  our.  gentlemen 
had  before  feen.  The  faces  of  fome  were  made 
intirely  white,  fome  red,  black,  or  lead  colour ; 
whilft  others  were  adorned  with  feveral  colours ; 
and  the  generality  had  their  hair  decorated  with 
the  down  of  young  fea-fowl.  In  thefe  refpefts 
they  evidently  approached  nearer  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  people  of  Nootka,  than  of  any  other 
Ave  had  yet  feen,  either  in  the  entrance  of  the 
ftraits  of  De  Fuca,  or  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

The  winds  being  too  light  and  variable  to 
command  the  fhip  againft  the  Influence  of  fuch 
rapid  tides,  w^e  were  under  the  neceffity  of  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  ebb  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  Sunday  the  15th,  when,  with  pleafant  w^ea- 
ther  and  a  frefh  breeze  at  N.  W.  we  weighed 
about  three  o’clock,  turned  through  the  narrows, 
and,  having  gained  about  three  leagues  by  the 
time  it  was  nearly  dark,  we  anchored  on  the 
weftern  fhore  in  a  fmall  bay,  on  a  bottom  of  fand 
and  mud,  in  30  fathoms  water,  to  wait  the  fa¬ 
vorable  return,  of  tide.  On  Monday  morning 
the  iGth,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  frefli  N.  W. 
wind,  and  the  ftream  ot  ebb,  wx  fhortly  reached 
Johnftone’s  ftraits  ;  pafling  a  point  which,  after 
our  little  confort,  I  named  Poikt  Chatham, 
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lituated  in  latitude  53°  IqV,  longitude  235°  45\ 
This  point  is  rendered  confpicuous  by  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  three  channels,  two  of  which  take 
their  refpedtive  diredlions  to  the  weftward  and 
fouth-eaftward  towards  the  ocean,  as  alfo  by  a 
fmall  bay  on  each  fide  ;  by  three  rocky  iflets 
clofe  to  the  fouth,  and  by  fome  rocks,  over  which 
the  fea  breaks  to  the  north. 

Immediately  on  our  entering  thefe  ftraits,  we 
were  affected  by  more  fwell  than  we  had  expe¬ 
rienced  in  this  inland  navigation,  indicating  that 
the  ocean,  in  a  wefterly  direftion  was  not  quite 
fo  remote  as,  by  Mr.  Johnftone,  it  had  been  ef- 
ti  mated. 


In  the  bay,  to  the  north-wxftward  of  point 
Chatham,  was  fituated  an  Indian  village,  from 
whence  fome  of  the  natives  attempted  to  give  us 
their  company ;  but  the  wind,  blowing  heavily 
in  fqualls,  prevented  their  venturing  alongflde. 
After  w^e  had  proceeded  about  ten  miles  from 
point  Chatham,  the  tide  made  fo  powerfully 
againft  us  as  obliged  us,  about  break  fall  time,  to 
become  again  flationary  in  a  bay  on  the  northern 
fhore  in  32  fathoms  water.  The  land,  under 
which  we  anchored,  w^as  a  narrow  ifland,  which 
I  diflinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Thurlow’s 
Island,  it  is  about  eight  leagues  long,  and  was 
pafTed  to  the  northward  by  Mr.  Johnftone  in 
going,  and  to  the  S.  E.  on  his  return.  The  bay 
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was  obferved  to  be  in  latitude  50®  23'',  longitude 
234°  32^;  three  fets  of  azimuths  gave  the  varia¬ 
tion  IQ®  eaftwardly ;  it  affords  good  anchorage  ; 
and  wood  and  w^ater  may  be  eafily  procured.  Our 
efforts  with  the  feine,  though  unremitted,  were 
ineffectual,  not  having  afforded  us  the  leaft  fup- 
ply  fince  our  departure  from  Birch  bay  ;  nor, 
with  the  hooks  and  lines,  had  we  been  more  fuc- 
cefsfuL  About  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  again 
proceeded,  but  made  little  progrefs  againft  a  frefh 
wefterly  gale.  In  the  evening  we  paffed  another 
village,  when  the  inhabitants,  more  knowing 
than  their  neighbours,  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  the  fhip  being  at  flays,  of  felling  a  few  fmall 
frefh  falmon.  They  had  fome  wdth  them  ready 
cooked,  and  they  feemed  to  have  great  pleafure 
in  throwing  them  on  board  as  wc  paffed  their 
canoes.  We  anchored  again  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  on  the  fouthern  fliore,  nearly  abreafl  of 
the  weft  end  of  Thurlow’s  ifland,  in  22  fathoms, 
fandy  bottom  ;  having  gained,  this  tide,  little 
more  three  leagues. 

The  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  weftward, 
with  fqualls,  during  the  night ;  and  when  we 
wxighed,  at  three  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday 
the  17th,  we  were  obliged  to  ply,  under  double- 
reefed  topfails,  to  wdndw’ard,  with  little  profpeft 
of  making  much  progrefs,  until  we  had  paffed 
Thurlow’s  and  Hardwick’s  iflands. 
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The  meeting  of  thefe  channels  added  great 
volocity  to  the  tides ;  and,  as  the  day  advanced, 
the  weather  became  fair  and  plcafant,  which  en¬ 
abled  us  to  fpread  all  our  canvafs ;  yet  we  were 
very  apprehenfive  of  lofing,  by  the  adverfe  tide, 
all  we  had  gained  by  the  favorable  ftreani ;  not 
having  been  able  to  reach  the  bottom  with  100 
fathoms  of  line,  although  repeated  trials  had  been 

I 

made,  on  traverfmg  within  a  lliip’s  length  of  each 
fhore.  At  laft,  about  eleven,  in  a  fmall  bay  on 
the  fouthern  fide,  foundings  were  gained  at  the 
depth  of  fifty  fathoms,  where  we  inftantly  an¬ 
chored,  about  half  a  cable’s  length  from  the  rocks, 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  favorable  current^  not 
knowing  by  what  name  to  call  it.  That  which 
came  from  the  eaftward  we  had  ftiled  the  ebb  ; 
but,  on  going  on  fliore  to  obferve  the  latitude, 
the  Itream’that  came  rapidly  from  the  weftward, 
appeared  to  be  the  reflux,  as  the  water  on  the 
fhore,  during  the  afternoon,  had  evidently  retired, 
though  to  no  very  great  dlftance. 

Our  ftation  here  was  nearly  bppofite  the  firfl: 
opening  on  the  northern  fhore,  pafled  by  unex¬ 
amined  by  Mr.  Johnftone;  who  had  alfo  declined 
vifiting  two  others,  apparently  on  the  continent', 
further  to  the  weftward.  Lieutenant  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey,  were  difpatched  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  in  order  to  explore  the  former,  lying  from 
us  N.  50  E.;  about  a  league  diftant,  with  inftruc- 
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tions  to  join  me,  in  the  fhip,  either  in  the  third 
unexplored  opening  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ftraits,  or  at  the  village  where  Maquinna  was 
ftated  to  be  ;  it  being  my  intention,  that  the 
Chatham  fhould  purfae  the  fecond  opening,  whilft 
I  proceeded  in  order  to  procure  an  interview  with 
Maqulmia,  through  whom  I  might  be  able  to  in¬ 
form  Sen""  Quadra  of  the  time  he  might  exped: 
to  fee  us,  and  forward  Sen*'  Galiano’s  letter. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vihted  by  two  ca¬ 
noes,  having  a  mufket,  with  all  the  neceffary  ap¬ 
purtenances  in  each.  Thefe  were  the  firffc  fire¬ 
arms  we  had  feen  from  the  flilps,  but,  from  the 
number  Mr.  Johnftone  had  feen  in  his  late  excur- 
fion,  it  would  appear,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
particular  part  are  amply  provided  with  thefe  for¬ 
midable  weapons. 

Having  the  tide  in  our  favor,  at  four  o’clock 
we  quitted  this  ftatlon,  the  latitude  of  which  was 
found  to  be  in  50°  2 7^  longitude  2  35^  5  3^.  At 
this  time,  it  appeared  to  be  low  tide,  the  water 
having  fallen,  fince  my  landing  in  the  forenoon, 
nearly  five  feet ;  the  ftream  was  in  our  favor, 
though  running  at  a  very  gentle  rate,  and  the 
wind  from  the  N.  W.  being  very  light,  we  ad¬ 
vanced  fo  flovvly,  that,  by  ten  at  night,  we  had 
only  gained  three  leagues,  where  another  fmall 
hay,  or  cove,  was  feen  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  with 
low  land  extending  fome  dlftance  from  the  moun¬ 
tains, 
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tains.  Here  I  was  in  hopes  of  finding  a  commo¬ 
dious  refiling  place,  but  was  obliged  to  ftand  very 
near  to  the  fliore  before  foundings  could  be  gain¬ 
ed  ;  at  length,  with  forty  fathoms  of  line,  the 
bottom  was  reached,  and  on  wearing,  which  the 
fhip  did  very  brifkly,  in  order  to  anchor  in  a  lefs 
depth  of  water,  our  next  caft  was  ten  fathoms, 
when  the 'anchor  was  infiantly  let  go;  yet,  be¬ 
fore  we  had  veered  a  third  of  the  cable,  the  fliip 
grounded  abaft ;  but,  on  heaving  in  a  few  fathoms 
of  the  cable,  file  very  eafily  fwung  off  the  bank. 
The  Chatham  grounded  alfo,  and  was  likewife 
got  off  with  little  difficulty. 

At  this  ftation,  it  was  again  low  water  about 
lour  on  Wednefday  morning,  or  nearly  fo,  as  the 
inner  part  of  the  bank  on  which  we  had  ground¬ 
ed,  and  at  that  time  was  covered  with  water,  was 
dry  at  no  great  diftance  from  us.  We  again  pro¬ 
ceeded,  with  the  current  in  our  favor,  to  the  wefi:- 
ward ;  and  on  paffing  tw^o  fmall  villages  of  the 
natives,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  from  each,  paid 
us  their  refpedls.  At  this  time  we  w-ere  nearly 
abreaft  of  the  fecond  opening,  paffed  by  unex¬ 
amined  by  Mr.  Johnftone.  It  appeared  infinitely 
more  capacious  than  the  other,  which,  agreeably 
to  my  former  intentions,  Mr.  Broughton  was  di- 
redled  to  purfue,  appointing  the  fame  rendezvous 
with  hirn,  that  had  been  fixed  for  the  boats. 
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Vv^e  remained  under  fail  the  whole  day,  but 
made  fo  little  way,  that  by  nine  at  night,  we  had 
advanced  about  five  leagues  only.  Then,  in  a 
fmall  bay,  clofe  to  the  rocks  on  the  fouthern  fhore, 
we  again  anchored,  in  forty-five  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom. 

Light  variable  winds  prevented  our  failing 
until  eight  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  ]  gth, 
when,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eaftward, 
w^e  weighed  ;  and,  what  was  not  a  little  extra¬ 
ordinary,  without  heaving  the  leaft  ftrain  on  the 
cable,  on  fifliing  the  anchor,  its  lower  arm  was 
dilcovered  to  be  broken  off  clofe  to  the  crown, 
and  to  have  been  left  at  the  bottom.  On  further 
examination,  it  proved  to  have  been  juft  welded 
round  the  furface,  fo  as  barely  to  hold  the  parts 
together,  within  which  the  bars,  compofmg  the 
internal  mafs,  prefcrved  their  original  unaltered 
ihape,  diftindlly  feparate  from  each  other  ;  and, 
in  the  fpaces  remained  the  blackfmith’s  coal, 
without  any  appearance  of  their  having  under¬ 
gone  the  adllon  of  fire. 

Whilft  we  remained  inactive  the  fore  part  of 
the  morning,  our  time  was  not  unprofitably  em¬ 
ployed,  in  receiving  the  welcome  vlfits  of  fome 
hofpitable  friends  from  the  fhore ;  who  brought 
us  fuch  an  abundant  fupply  of  frefh  falmon,  that 
we  purchafed  a  fufficient  number  to  ferve  the 
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crew  as  long  as  they  would  keep  good  ;  which 
was  a  great  relief  from  our  ialted  provifions,  being 
a  luxury  we  had  not  lately  experienced. 

We  had  not  long  been  under  laii,  when  the 
officers,  who  had  been  difpatched  in  the  boats  on 
the  l/th,  arrived  on  board.  From  theie  gentle¬ 
men  I  became  acquainted,  that  they  had  exa¬ 
mined  the  inlet  to  which  th«y  had  been  dxi  ectted. 
Off  its  weftern  point  lies  a  fmall  illand  ;  its  en¬ 
trance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  but  with  no 
more  than  four  fathoms  water  in  ndd-channei ; 
from  whence  it  extends  about  eight  miles,  m  a 
diredlion  N.  75  E.;  this  depth  however  increafed 
as  they  advanced,  to  five,  fix,  and  feven  fkchoms, 
affording  good  anchorage  about  two  thirds  of  the 
v/ay  up :  beyond  which  limits,  like  all  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  this  kind  that  we  had  explored,  it  termi¬ 
nated  in  fliallow  water.  The  country  bore  a  more 
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pleading  afpedl  than  that  fecn  from  Johnftone’s 
ftraits ;  and  the  foil,  where  they  landed,  at  the 
upper  part,  was  compofed  of  black  mould  and 
fand,  producing  pine-trees  of  large  dimcnfdriS, 
They  faw  one  run  of  w^ater  at  the  head  ;  but  the 
fhoal  ftretching-  from  thorice,  prevented  their  af- 
certaining  its  qualities  ;  yet  as  a  delerteJ  village 
w’as  obferved  half  way  up  on  the  northern  fiiore, 
in  all  probability  this  place  is  not  deititute  of 
wholefome  w'ater,  the  only  undifeovered  re- 
quifite  to  conftitute  it  a  very  fnug  and  commo¬ 
dious 
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dious  port;  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Port 
Neville. 

The  weather  was  ferene  and  pleafant,  but  the 
wind  fo  light  and  variable,  that,  although  we 
wxre  not  more  than  four  leagues  from  the  village 
where  we  expedled  to  meet  Maquhma  ;  it  was 
not  until  paft  ten  at  night  that  we  reached  that 
ftation,  wdien  we  anchored  juft  without  the  fandy 
ifland,  in  fevcn  fathoms  water. 

The  next  morning  fhewed  the  village  in  our 
neighbourhood  to  be  large;  and,  from  the  number 
of  our  vifitros,  it  appeared  to  be  very  populous. 
Thefe  brought  us  the  fkins  of  the  fea-otter,  of 
an  excellent  quality,  in  great  abundance,  which 
were  bartered  for  Iheet-copper,  and  blue  cloth  ; 
thofe  articles  being  in  the  hlghcft  eftlmation 
amongft  them.  Moft  of  thefe  people  underftood 
the  language  of  Nootka,  though  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  generally  fpoken. 

The  Ty  -eie^  or  chief  of  the  village,  paid  us  an 
early  vifit,  and  received  from  me  fome  prefents 
which  highly  delighted  him.  I  underftood  his 
name  to  be  Chejlakees,  He  acknowledged  Ma- 
qtitnna  to  be  a  greater  chief ;  as  he  alfo  did  TV  tea- 
nanljh-  ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  he  did  not 
confider  himfelf  to  be  und^r  the  authority  of 
either. 

On  inquiring  if  Maquinna  was  at  the  village, 
he  anfwered  in  the  negative,  faying  they  feldom 
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vifited ;  and  that  it  was  a  journey  of  four  days 
acrofs  the  land  to  Nootka  found,  which  from 
hence  towards  the  S.  S.  W.  is  about  twenty 
leagues  diftant. 

Accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers,  Mr. 
Menzies,  and  our  new  gueft  Chejlakees,  I  repaired 
to  the  village,  and  found  it  pleafantly  fituated  on 
a  floping  hill,  above  the  banks  of  a  fine  frefli- 

water  rivulet,  difcharging  itfelf  into  a  fmall  creek 

\ 

or  cove.  It  was  expofed  to  a  fouthern  afpe<3:, 
whilft  higher  hills  behind,  covered  with  lofty 
pines,  ffieltered  it  completely  from  the  northern 
winds.  The  houfes,  in  number  thirty- four,  were 
arranged  in  regular  ftreets  ;  the  larger  ones  were 
the  habitations  of  the  principal  people,  who  had 
them  decorated  with  paintings  and  other  orna¬ 
ments,  forming  various  figures,  apparently  the 
rude  defigns  of  fancy  ;  though  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  they  might  annex  fome  meaning  to 
the  figures  they  defcrlbed,  too  remote,  or  hierogly- 
phical,  for  our  comprehenfion.  The  houfeof  our 
leader  Cheflahees  was  diftlnguifhed  by  three  rafters 
of  ftout  timber  raifed  above  the  roof,  according 
to  the  architecSure  of  Nootka,  though  much  in¬ 
ferior  to  thofe  I  had  there  feen  in  point  of  fize  ; 
the  whole,  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  creek, 
prefented  a  very’  pi6turefque  appearance. 

On  our  landing,  three  or  four  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  only,  came  dowm  to  receive  us  at  the  beach; 

the 
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the  refi;  quietly  remained  near  their  houfes.  rhefc^ 
Chejlakees  informed  me,  w^ere  his  near  relations, 
who  confequently  received,  in  the  fliape  of  pre- 
fents,  compliments  from  me,  with  which  they 
feemed  greatly  pleafed. 

The  houfes  were  conftrudled  after  the  manner 
at  Nootka,  but  appeared  rather  Icfs  filthy,  and 
the  inhabitants  w^ere  undoubtedly  of  the  fame 
nation,  differing  little  in  their  drefs,  or  genera! 
deportment.  Several  families  lived  under  the 
fame  roof ;  but  their  fleeping  apartments  w^ere 
feparated,  and  more  decency  feemed  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  their  domeftic  economv,  than  I  recol- 
le6led  to  be  the  praftice  at  Nootka.  The  wo¬ 
men,  who  in  proportion  appeared  numerous,  were 
yarioufly  employed;  fome  in  their  different  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  others  in  the  manufadture  of  their 
garments  from  bark  and  other  materials  ;  though 
no  one  w^as  engaged  in  making  their  woollen  ap¬ 
parel,  which  I  much  regretted.  The  fabrication 
of  mats  for  a  variety  of  purpofes,  and  a  kind  of 
bafket,  wrought  fo  curioufly  clofe,  as  to  contain 
w'ater  like  an  earthen  veffel  without  the  leaf!: 
leakage  or  drip,  comprehended  the  general  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  women,  who  were  not  lefs  in- 
duftrious  than  ingenious. 

As  inquiries  into  the  laudable  ingenuity  of 
others  are  not  to  be  fatisfied  in  the  civilized  world 
without  fbme  expence,  fo  inveftigations  of  the 

like 
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like  nature  amongft  the  uncultivated  regions 
were  not  to  be  had  in  this  Ibciety  without  due 
acknowledgments,  w'hich  were  folicited  by  thefe 
female  artizans  in  every  houfe  we  entered ;  and 
fo  abundant  were  their  demands,  that  although 
I  confidered  myfelf  amply  provided  for  the  occa- 
fion  with  beads,  hawk’s  bells,  and  other  trinkets, 
my  box,  as  well  as  my  pockets,  and  thofe  of  the 
gentlemen  w'ho  wxre  of  the  party,  were  foon 
nearly  emptied.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  vifit 
we  were  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  an  elderlv 

j 

chief,  to  wdiom  Chejlahees,  and  every  other  per- 
fon  paid  much  refpedt,  with  a  fong  by  no  means 
unmelodious,  though  the  performance  of  k  w^as 
rendered  exceffively  favage,  by  the  uncouth  gef- 
tures,  and  rude  adlions  accompanying  it,  fimilar 
to  the  reprefentations  I  had  before  feen  at  Nootka. 
The  fong  being  fmifhed,  we  were  each  prefented 
wdth  a  ftrip  of  fea-otter  £k.in  ;  the  diftributlon  of 

w^hich  occupied  fome  time.  Alter  this  ceremony 

*  « 

a  fong  from  the  ladies  was  expected  ;  and  during 
this  interval,  I  obferved  in  the  hands  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  tribe  that  now  furrounded  us,  many  fpears 
pointed  with  iron,  clubs,  large  knives,  and  other 
weapons  with  which,  they  w'ere  not  furnifiied  on 
our  firfl  approach  to  the  village.  I  was  not  al¬ 
together  fatislied  with  this  change  in  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  though  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
their  intentions  were  of  the  moft  inolFenfive  na¬ 
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ture,  and  that  it  was  moft  probable  they  had  thus 
produced  their  arms  to  fhew  their  wealthy  and 
imprefs  us  with  an  idea  of  their  confequence  :  I 
deemed  it,  however,  moft  advifeable  to  withdraw; 
and  having  diftributed  the  few  remaining  articles 
we  had  referved,  Chejlakees  was  informed  I  was 
about  to  return ;  on  which  he,  wdth  his  relations 
w^ho  had  attended  us  through  the  village,  accom¬ 
panied  us  to  the  fandy  ifland,  w^hither  I  went  to 
obferve  its  latitude. 

Some  few  others  of  the  Indians  attended  us  on 
this  occalion,  whofe  behaviour  being  orderly  and 
civil,  they  were  permitted  to  affemble  round  me 
whilft  obferving.  They  wxre  exceffively  amufed 
wdth  the  effedt  of  the  fun’s  rays  through  the 
reading  glafs ;  and  the  extraordinary  quality  of 
the  quickfilver  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  an  artifi¬ 
cial  horizon,  afforded  them  the  greateft  entertain¬ 
ment,  until  our  bufmefs  was  ended,  when  they 
in  a  very  friendly  manner  took  leave,  and  con¬ 
firmed  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  martial  ap¬ 
pearance  they  had  affumed,  was  purely  the  effedl 
of  oftentation. 

In  moft  of  the  houfes  were  two  or  three  muff 
kets,  which,  by  their  locks  and  mounting,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  Spanilh.  Chejlakees  had  no  lefs  than 
eight  in  his  houfe,  all  kept  in  excellent  order  r 
thefe,  together  with  a  great  variety  of  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  commodities,  I  prefumed,  were  procured 
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immediately  from  Nootka,  as,  on  pointing  to 
many  of  them,  they  gave  us  to  underftand  they 
had  come  from  thence,  and  in  their  commercial 
concerns  with  us,  frequently  explained,  that  their 
fkins  w^ould  fetch  more  at  Nootka  than  we  chofe 
to  offer.  Their  total  number  we  eftimated  at 
about  five  hundred.  They  were  well  verfed  in 
the  principles  of  trade,  and  carried  it  on  in  a  very 
fair  and  honorable  manner.  Sea -otter  Ikins  were 
the  chief  objedls  of  our  people’s  traffic,  who  pur- 
chafed  nearly  two  hundred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Menzies  informed  me,  that  thefe  had 
been  procured  at  leafi;  an  hundred  per  cent,  dearer 
than  when  he  vifited  the  coaft  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  which  manifeftly  proved,  that  either  a  fur- 
plus  quantity  of  European  commodities  had  been 
fince  imported  into  this  country,  or  more  pro¬ 
bably,  that  the  avidity  fhewm  by  the  rival  adven¬ 
turers  in  this  commerce,  and  the  eagernefs  of  an 
unreflrained  throng  of  purchafers  from  different 
nations,  had  brought  European  commodities  into 
low  eftimatlon.  Iron  was  become  a  mere  drug  ; 
and  wdien  we  refufed  them  fire  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  wTich  humanity,  prudence,  and  policy 
direcfled  to  be  with-held,  nothing  but  large  fheets 
of  copper,  and  blue  woollen  cloth  engaged  their 
attention  in  a  commercial  w^ay  ;  beads  and  other 
trinkets  they  accepted  as  prefents,  but  they  re¬ 
turned  nothing  in  exchange. 

VoL.  n  T 
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Thefe  were  the  principal  circumftances  that 
occurred  to  me  on  our  fhort  vifit  to  this  ftation. 
The  further  and  more  general  obfervations,  that 
fell  under  my  notice  relpecSlng  the  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  region  we  had  lately  palled  through,  and 
which  were  not  noticed  in  the  narratives  of  the 
feveral  parties  were  employed  in  exploring  it,  I 
fliall  now  briefly  ftate,  with  fuch  refledlions  as 
Were  confequent  thereon. 

The  length  of  coaft  from  point  Mudge  to  this 
ftation,  about  thirty- two  leagues,  forms  a  channel 
which,  though  narrow,  is  fair  and  navigable  ; 
manifefted  by  the  adverfe  winds  obliging  us  to 
beat  to  windward  every  foot  of  the  channel,  and 
to  perform  a  complete  traverfe  from  fhore  to  iTiore 
through  its  whole  extent,  without  meeting  the 
leaft  obftrudlion  from  rocks  or  flioals.  The  great 
depth  of  water  not  only  here,  but  that  which  is 
generally  found  wafliing  the  iliores  of  this  very 
broken  and  divided  country,  muft  ever  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  very  peculiar  circumftance,  and  a 
great  inconvenience  to  its  navigation.  We  how¬ 
ever  found  a  fufficient  number  of  flopping  places 
to  anfwer  all  our  pupofeSj  and,  in  general,  with¬ 
out  going  far  out  of  our  way.  In  coming  from 
the  wxflward,  through  Johnflone’s  flralts,  the 
befl  channel  into  the  gulf  of  Georgia  in  thick 
weather  might,  though  not  eafily,  be  mlflaken. 
Such  error  however  may  be  avoided;  by  keeping. 
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the  fouthern  fliore  clcfe  on  board,  which  is  corn- 
pad;,  and  fo  fteep,  that  it  may  be  pafled  within  a 
few  yards  in  the  greateft  fafety;  indeed  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  the  whole  of  the  paffage 
to  be  equally  void  of  dangers  that  do  not  evidently 
fliew  themfelves.  The  height  of  the  land  that 
compofes  thefe  fhores  and  the  interior  country, 
has  been  already  ftated  to  decreafe  as  w^e  pro¬ 
ceeded  weftward.  The  land  on  the  fouthern 
fide,  which  is  an  extenfive  ifland,  appeared  to  be 
the  moft  elevated,  compofed  of  very  lofty  moun¬ 
tains, whofe  fummits,  not  very  irregular,  were  ftill 
in  fome  places  covered  with  fnow.  The  north¬ 
ern  fide,  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  feemed  lefs 
elevated,  and  the  intire  foreft  that  covered  its 
furface,  might  have  favored  the  belief  of  great 
fertility,  had  we  not  known  that  pine  trees  innu¬ 
merable  are  produced  from  the  fiffures  and  chafms 
of  the  moft  barren  rocks,  of  which,  w  e  had  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  the  whole  of  the  country  before 
us  was  compofed.  Its  low  appearance  may'pof- 
fibly  be  occafioned  by  its  being  much  divided  by 
water,  as  we  evidently  faw,  through  an  opening, 
about  four  miles  only  to  the  weftw^ard  of-  that 
appointed  for  our  rendezvous,  a  much  greater 
fpaCe  fo  occupied,  than  that  which  comprehended 
thefe  ftraits.  Our  general  view  to  the  northward, 
w^as,  however,  bounded  by  a  mountainous  coun¬ 
try,  irregular  in  the  height  of  its  eminences,  and 
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fome  of  them  capped  with  fnow.  The  retired 
hills  of  the  moft  eaftern  part  of  the  ftraits,  were^ 
as  we  paffed,  fo  obfcured  by  the  high  fteep  rocky 
cliffs  of  the  lliores,  that  we  were  unablo  to  de- 
fcribe  them  wdth  any  precifion.  As  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  northern  fhore  decreafed,  I  was  in  ex¬ 


pectation  of  feeing  a  continuation  of  that  lofty 
and  connected  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  which 
I  have  repeatedly  had  reafon  to  confider,  as  the 
infurriiountable  barrier  to  any  extenfive  inland 
navigation.  Herein  I  was  difappointed,  as  this 
lofty  ftruCture  either  decreai'es  in  its  vaft  degree 
of  elevation,  or  it  extends  in  a  more  inland  di¬ 
rection. 

The  refidence  of  all  the  natives  we  had  feen, 
fincc  our  departure  from  point  Mudge,  w^as  uni¬ 
formly  on  the  lliores  of  this  extenfive  ifland,  form¬ 
ing  the  fouthernfide  of  Johnftone’s  ftraits,  .which 
feems  not  only  to  be  as  well  inhabited  as  could 
be  expected  in  this  uncultivated  country,  but  in¬ 
finitely  more  fo,  than,  we  had  reafon  to  believe,, 
the  fouthern  parts  of  New  Georgia  were.  This 
faCt  eftablifhed,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  fmgularly 
remarkable,  that,  on  the  coaft  of  the  oppofite  or 
continental  fliore,  W'C  did  not  difeover  even  a 
veflige  of  human  exiftence,  excepting  the  dc- 
ferted  villages  !  This  circumftance,  though  it 
countenances  the  idea  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  the  interior  country  having  migrated,  fallen  by 
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conqueft;  or  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe  ;  ftill  leaves 
iis  unable  to  adduce  any  particular  reafon  as  the 
cauie  of  this  evident  depopulation.  The  width 
ot  the  paflage  fcarcely  any  where  exceeding  two 
miles,  can  hardly  have  induced  the  inhabitants 
ot  the  northern  fide,  to  quit  their  dwellings  for  a 
refidence  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  that  fmall  diftance  nearer  to  the 
commerce  of  the  fea-coaft.  On  re^ardlns!:  the 
afpedt  of  the  two  fituatlons,  and  on  refledting  that 
the  winter  feafon  under  this  parallel  muft  be  fe- 
were  and  inclement,  it  appears  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  human  beings,  not  reftralned  in 
fixing  their  abode,  would  not  heiitate  to  choofe 
the  very  oppofite  fide  to  that  which  is  here  pre¬ 
ferred,  where,  in  general,  their  habitations  front 
a  bleak  northern  afpedl,  with  mountains  rifing  fo 
perpendicularly  behind  them,  that,  if  they  do  not 
totally,  they  mufi:  in  a  great  meafure,  exclude  the 
cheering  rays  ofithc  fun  for  fome  months  ot  the 
year.  The  northern  fide  labours  not  under  this 
dlfadvantagc,  and  enjoying  the  genial  warmth 
denied  to  the  other,  at  certain  fcafons,  mofi:  pro¬ 
bably,  poffcfles  the  reouifitcs  neceffary  to  their 
prefent  mode  of  life,  at  Icaft  in  an  equal  degree  ; 
cfpecially,  as  this  country  has,  in  no  inftance, 
received  the  advantaa:es  of  cultivation.  This 
would  appear  to  be  the  fitnation  of  choice,  the 
other  of  neccffity;  for  the  lame  fource  of  fub- 
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fiftence,  which  is  evidently  the  fea,  affords  equal 
fupplics  to  the  inhabitants  of  either  fliore.  And 
that  there  was  a  time,  when  they  refided  on  both, 
is  clearly  proved,  by  their  deferted  habitations, 
yet  in  exiftence,  on  the  northern  fliore. 

As  neither  Maqutnna,  nor  any  of  his  people, 
w^ere  at  this  village,  1  intrufted  to  the  brother  of 
a  man  named  Kaowitee,  who  feemed  next  of  im¬ 
portance  to  Chejlalees,  the  letter  I  received  from 
Sen’^  Galiano,  as  alfo  one  from  myfelf,  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  Sen'^  Quadra  at  Nootka,  which  this 
man  undertook  to  deliver,  on  the  promife  of 
being  handfomely  rewarded  for  his  fervice. 

The  fandy  ifland,  by  my  obfervations,  is  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  50°  35i^,  longitude  232°  5/^;  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  here  being  20°  45^  eaft- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Pq/s  through  Broughton  s  Archipelago^  to  purfu^e 
the  continental  Shore- — The  VeJJels  get  aground 
— Ejiter  Fi.t%.hug}i s  Sound — Beafons  for  quit^ 
ting  the  Coajl,  and  proceeding  to  Nootia, 


^had  employed  the  whole  of  the  preceding  day^ 
about  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  21  ft 
we  proceeded  with  a  favourable  breeze  from  the 
weft  ward,  to  the  appointed  xendezvous,  that  lies 
from  the  fandy  ifland  N.  89  E.  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fourteen  miles,  where,  at  three  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  we  anchored  in  tv/enty  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom,  about  a  cable’s  length  from  the 
Ihore,  of  a  ftmilar  nature  to  thofe  already  de¬ 
fer  ibed. 

Wifliing  to  acquire  fomc  idea  of  the  probable 
extent  of  this  opening,  I  left  the  fliip  after  din¬ 
ner,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  com¬ 
municate  with  the  extenfive  fpace  of  w^ater,  to 
the  north  of  the  channel  or  ftraits  already  men¬ 
tioned,  making  the  land  under  which  we  w^ere 
at  anchor,  an  ifland  about  a  league  and  a  half 
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long,  nearly  in  a  direftion  N.  70  W.  with  many 
rocky  iflets  and  rocks  lying  about  its  weftern  ex¬ 
tremity,  fome  along  its  north  fide,  and  others 
off  the  eaft  end.  Northward  of  this  ifland,  and 
a  chain  of  others  which  lie  to  the  weftward  of  it, 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  not  lefs  than  four  or  five 
leagues  acrofs,  ftretched  weftward  towards  the 
ocean,  where  the  horizon,  iri  that  direction,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  intercepted  only  by  a  few  fmall 
iflands ;  the  eaftern  and  northern  fiacres  feemed 
wholly  compofed  of  rocky  iflands  and  rocks,  and 
prefented  in  their  examination  a  very  laborious 
talk,  to  afcertain  the  continental  boundarv.  But 
as  this  important  line  had  been  already  deter¬ 
mined  to  the  entrance  of  an  opening,  not  more 
than  three  leagues  to  the  eaft  ward  of  our  prcfent 
ftatlon,  now"  under  the  furvey  of  Mr.  Broughton 
in  the  Chatham,  and  as  a  branch  of  this  opening 
to  the  eaft  ward  of  us  took  a  direction  that  w"ay 
through  a  multitude  of  iflands,  any  inveftigatlon 
of  this  broken  country  was  rendered  unnecelbary, 
until  I  fliould  underftand  how  far  the  Chatham 
had  been  able  to  fucceed  in  fixing  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  continental  fliore. 

Our  very  inactive,  unpleafant  fituation,  whlift 
w"e  anxioufly  waited  the  arrival  of  our  confort, 
was  fomewhat  relieved  by  the  vifits  of  a  few"  In¬ 
dians  from  the  fouthern  flaore  of  the  ftralts,  who 
brought  us  a  fmall  fupply  of  fifh,  very  acceptable, 

being 
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being  unable  to  obtain  any  by  our  own  efforts. 
Among  the  number  of  our  vifitors  we  were  ho¬ 
nored  with  the  company  of  Chcjlakees,  wdth 
whofe  importunities  for  various  articles  I  had 
vvith  pleafure  complied.  He  remained  on  board 
moft  part  of  the  day ;  and  as  he  fat  at  my  elbow 
vvhihl  writing,  faw  me  frequently  advert  to  a 
fmall  memorandum  book,  which  be  managed  to 
take  away  in  the  moft  dexterous  manner,  unper¬ 
ceived.  Having  occafion  for  its  ufe,  and  know¬ 
ing  no  other  perfoii  had  been  near  me,  the  pur- 
loiner  could  not  be  rnlftaken.  A  Sandwich  ifland 
mat  which  I  had  given  him,  he  had  contrived  to 
fold  up  in  a  very  fmali  compafs,  and  in  the  centre 
of  it  was  the  miffing  book.  He  appeared  fome- 
what  afhamed  at  the  detedlion,  but  more  mior- 
tlfied  at  my  taking  away  the  prefents  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  ;  thefe  were  however,  about  two  hours 
afterwards  reftored,  on  his  contrition,  and  peni¬ 
tential  application.  Stealing  a  book,  incapable 
of  being  in  the  leaft  degree  fcrviceable  to  him,  or 
ufeful  to  any  other  perfon  than  the  owner,  ftrong- 
ly  marked  that  natural  inordinate  propenfity  to 
thieving,  which,  with  few  exceptions,  influences 
the  whole  of  the  uncivilized  worlcl,  as  if  impel¬ 
led  by  mere  iaftindt,  and  deftltute  of  reafon,  they 
were  unable  to  reftrain  fuch  inclinations. 

Without  any  occurrence  of  an  interefting  na¬ 
ture,  we  remained  uncomfortably  idle  until  the 

arrival 


2B2  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

arrival  of  Mr.  Broughton  in  the  afternoon  of 
Friday  the  27th,  who  came  on  board  in  his  cut¬ 
ter^  the  Chatham  having  been  obliged,  by  adverfe 
winds,  to  anchor  the  preceding  evening  three 
leagues  to  the  weftvvard  of  our  rendezvous. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  that  after  he  had 
entered  the  opening  he  had  been  feiit  to  examine, 
the  eaftern  point  of  which  is  fituated  in  latitude 
50°  32^  longitude  233°  32^,  he  found  it  take  an 
irregular  courfe  towards  the  N.  E.  paffing  a  nar- 
row  branch  leading  to  the  w^eftvvard.  This  open¬ 
ing,  about  a  mile  in  width,  occupied  their  atten¬ 
tion  until  fun-fet,  when  they  anchored  at  its 
head  in  35  fathoms  water,  and  found  it  to.  termi¬ 
nate  like  the  many  others  already  defcribed,  in 
latitude  50°  42F,  longitude  234°  3F-  which,  af¬ 
ter  Sir  John  Call,  was  named  Call’s  Channel. 
On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  they  reached  the 
narrow  branch  leading  to  the  weftward,  which 
lies  from  their  laft  place  of  anchorage  S.  08  W. 

'  about  four  leagues  diftant.  Here  the  Chatham 
flopped  for  the  night  in  1  /  fathoms  w^ater,  near 
a  fmall  village  of  the  natives,  who  brought  them 
an  abundance  of  freili  falmon.  Mr.  Broughton 
examined  this  narrow  branch,  and  found  It  com¬ 
municating  with  an  arm  of  the  fea  in  latitude 
50^  4  3f  longitude  233^  33'",  juft  navigable  for  the 
Cbc  itham ;  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  ftrong 
flood  tide,  and  their  boats,  they  paffed  it  the 

next 
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next  morning,  through  a  channel  that  continued 
for  about  half  a  league,  not  a  hundred  yards 
wide.  The  fhalloweft  water,  from  three  fathoms, 
gradually  inc reale d  to  feven  fathoms,  as  they  ap^ 
proached  the  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  extends  in  an  eaft  and  weft  di- 
redlion.  Here  the  Chatham  anchored,  and  Mr, 
Broughton  purfued  its  eaftern  courfe  in  his  boat 
along  the  continental  fhore,  leaving  a  branch 
leading  to  the  northward,  near  the  entrance  of 
which  are  two  illands  and  fome  rocks.  This 
arm  of  the  fea  eontinued  a  little  to  the  north  ward 
of  eaft,  fx  leagues,  to  the  latitude  of  50^  45^, 
where  its  width  increafed  to  near  a  league,  taking 
an  irregular  northerly  dircefion  to  its  final  termi¬ 
nation  in  latitude  51°  C,  longitude  234^  i  3''.  To 
this,  after  Captain  Knight  of  the  navy,  Mr. 
Broughton  uave  the  name  of  Knights’  Chan- 
NEL.  The  ihores  of  it,  like  moft  of  thofe  lately 
furveyed,  are  formed  by  high  .ftupendous  moun¬ 
tains  rifmg  almoft  perpendicularly  from  the  wa¬ 
ter’s  cdi^c.  The  diffolvina;  fnow  on  their  fum¬ 
mlts  produced  many  catarafts  that  fell  wdth  great 
impetuofity  down  their  barren  rugged  fides.  The 
frelli  water  that  thus  defeended  gave  a  pale  white 
hue  to  the  channel,  rendering  its  contents  in- 
tirely  frefii  at  the  head,  and  drinkable  for  twenty 
miles  below  it.  This  dreary  region  was  not, 
however,  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  as  a  village  was 
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difcovered  a  few  miles  from  its  upper  extremity, 
which  feemed  conftrudled  like  that  defcribed  in 
Defolation  found,  for  defence  ;  the  inhabitants 
were  civil  and  friendly.  Near  this  place  Mr, 
Bronghton  joined  the  Chatham  oh  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  and  proceeded  in  her  towards  the 
branch  above  mentioned,  leading  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  This  in  the  evening  he  reached,  and  an¬ 
chored  for  the  night  in  75  fathoms  water.  The 
next  morning  its  courfe  was  purfued  about  three 
leagues  towards  the  N.  E.  where  this  diredtion  ter¬ 
minated  in  latitude  50"  5  1  T,  longitude  233^49^, 
from  whence  It  irregularly  ftretched  to  the  N.  W. 
and  weftvvard.  Inhabitants  were  ftill  found  on 
thefe  inhofpi table  iliores,  who  brought  fifli  and 
ilcins  of  the  fea-otter  to  fell,  demanding  in  return 
blue  great  coats.  A  paifage  through  this  chan¬ 
nel  was  accompliflied  on  the  25th,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  wind  was  very  fickle  and  blew  hard  in 
fqualls,  attended  with  much  lightning,  thunder, 
and  rain  :  the  night  was  nearly  calm,  gloomy, 
and  dark  ;  and  not  being  able  to  gain  foundings, 
although  wdthin  thirty  yards  of  the  rocky  fliores, 
they  were  driven  about  as  the  current  of  the  tides 
diredled,  and  happily  efcaped,  though  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  innumerable  rocks  and  rocky  iflets. 
On  the  26th,  the  boundary  of  the  continent  w'as 
determined  to  a  point,  which,  from  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  fituation,  obtained  the  name  of  Deep 
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Sea  Bluff,  in  latitude  50®  52^,  longitude  232® 
2Q''.  This  ftation  Mr.  Broughton  judged  to  be 
as  far  to  the  weftward  as  the  appointed  rendez¬ 
vous  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  thither^ 
diredled  his  courfe  to  the  fouth-weftward,  through 

s 

a  channel  that  bore  every  appearance  of  leading 
to  the  fea,  as  had  been  underftood  from  the  na¬ 
tives.  With  the  affiftance  of  a  frefh  gale  from  the 
N.  E.  he  Ihortly  arrived  at  its  fouthern  entrance, 
which  prefented  the  opening  I  had  feen  on  the 
day  we  arrived  at  this  fliation.  Acrofs  it  his 
courfe  was' directed  to  the  fouthward,  leaving 
between  his  prefent  track  and  the  route  he  had 
purfued  to  the  northward,  an  exteiifive  clufter 
of  iflands,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks.  Thefe,  in 
commemoration  of  his  difcoverj^  I  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Broughton’s  Archipelago. 

Whilfl  at  this  ftation,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  latitude  by  five  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun  to  be  50®  35^  its  longitude  233®  IQfi 
The  variation  of  the  compafis,  differing  in  eight 
fets  of  azimuths  from  18®  30^  to  23®  53^  fliewed 
a  mean  refult  of  20®  5^  eafliwardly  variation. 
The  tides  were  irregular,  on  fome  days  being 
very  rapid,  on  others  fcarcely  perceptible ;  the 
rife  and  fall,  the  time  of  high  water,  and  othcn 
fludluatlons  and  irregularities,  I  attributed,  as  al¬ 
ready  ftated,  to  the  iniiucnce  of  the  winds,  and 
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the  operation  of  other  local  caiiies  on  this  infu- 
lated  region. 


* 

With  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  E.  N:  E.  wc  di- 
redted  our  courfe  to  the  weft  ward,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Saturday  the  28th^  in  order  to  proceed  to 


the  northward  round  the  weft  end  of  this  iiland. 


The  channel  through  which  w*e  pafled,  though 
very  unpleafant  on  account  of  the  many  rocks  in 
it,  is  infinitely  lefs  dangerous  than  that  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  iftand,  which  is  by  no  means  ad- 
vifable  for  (hips  to  attempt.  ?  •  i 

We  had  not  been  long  under  w^eigh  before  w^e 
were  joined  by  the  Chatham,  and  fteered  to  the 
northw’ard  for  the  channel  leading  to  Deep  Sea 
bluff,  which  1  called  Fife’s  Passage.  As  we 
croffed  the  main  arm  the  fqually  hazy  weather 
permitted  our  feeing,  but  very  imperfedlly,  the 
fevcral  I  Hands  and  rocks  that  it  contains.  About 
tw^o  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  entered  Fife’s 
paflage,  and  found  its  eaftern  point  (named  by 
me,  after  Captain  Duff  of  the  royal  navy,  Poii^t 
Duff)  fituated  in  latitude  50^  48^  longitude 
233^  10^  A  fmall  rocky  ifland  lies  off  point 
Duff,  covered  with  ilirubs ;  and  off  the  weft 
point  of  this  paffage,  named  Point  Gordon, 
bearing  N.  83  W.  from  point  Duff,  are  feveral 
white  flat  barren  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  lliore.  Although  the  tide  appeared  to  be 
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in  our  favor,  we  made  fo  little  progrefs  in  this  in¬ 
let,  that  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  at  five  in 
the  afternoon  not  more  than  two  miles  within 
the  entrance,  in  20  fathoms  water,  on  the  north¬ 
ern  Ihore,  near  fome  fmall  rocky  iflets.  The 
fiiores  that  now  furrounded  us  were  not  very 
high,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks  fiieep  to  the  fea, 
in  the  chafms  and  chinks  of  w  hich  a  8:reat  rium- 

?.  o 

her  of  ftunted  or  dwarf  pine  trees  were  produced. 
Some  few  of  the  natives  favored  u&  with  their 
company,  but  brought  little  to  difpofe  of ;  thefe 
were  not  quite  fo  much  painted  as  the  Indians  of 
Chejlakee  s  village,  nor  did  they  feem  in  the  leafi: 
acquainted  with  the  Nootka  language. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  29th,  about  nine, 
we  were  under  fail,  with  a  light  favorable  breeze, 
fufficient  to  have  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  near  a 
league  per  hour ;  yet  the  fhip  remained  ftation- 
ary  ar**!  ungovernable,  not  anfv/ering  to  her  helm 
in  any  diredlion.  In  this  very  unpleafant  and 
difagreeable  fituation,  attributed  by  us  to  a  kind 
of  under  tow,  or  counter  tide,  v/e  continued  until 
near  dark,  when  a  moft  powerful  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  we  reached  Deep  Sea  bluif,  and  anchored 
about  eleven  at  night  in  a  fmall  opening  on  its 
wxflern  fide  in  70-  fathoms  water  ;  having  pafled 
a  more  extenfive  one  to  the  fouth  of  this,  which 
took  its  diredtion  to  the  N.  W.  On  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  30th,  this  appeared  a  very 

fmall 
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fmall  branch  of  the  fea ;  and  as  it  was  now  ma- 
nifeft  there  was  no  certainty  in  confiding  in  ap¬ 
pearances,  dircdlions  were  given  that  both  vef- 
iels  fhould  be  removed  higher  up  near  to  a  con¬ 
venient  fpot  for  recruiting  our  wood  and  w^atcr  ; 
whilft,  in  the  yawl,  I  proceeded  to  examine  w^hi- 
ther  this  arm  was  likely  to  lead.  It  continued 
about  four  miles  from  Deep  Sea  bluff  to  the 
north -eaftward,  then  ftretched  to  the  weft  ward, 
and  terminated  behind  the  hill  under  which  the 
veffels  were  at  anchor,  about  tw^o  miles  to  the 
■weftward  of  them,  forming  a  narrow  ifthmus, 
over  which  wc  w^alked,  and  had  a  diftindl  view 
of  the  opening  before  mentioned,  extending  to 
the  w^eftw^ard.  Being  perfectly  fatisfied  on  this 
head,  I  returned,  and  found  the  veffels  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  ftation,  riding  in  30  fathoms  water  near 
the  w'eftern  ffiore,  conveniently  fituated  for  pro¬ 
curing  the  only  fupplies  this  dreary  region  fcemed 
likely  to  afford.  But,  as  tolerably  fecure  an¬ 
chorage  was  not  on  all  occafions  to  be  found,  I 
determined  the  veffels  fiiould  remain  ftationary 
here,  whilft  the  boats  explored  the  broken  coun¬ 
try  before  us ;  which  promifed  to  furnifli  other 
paffages,  into  the  great  weftern  channel  we  had 
quitted,  and  bore  every  appearance  of  leading  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Difcovery’s  yawd,  launch  and  cutter,  were 
ordered  to  be  equipped,  and  in  readinefs  to  depart 

at 


ROUNi)  ITHE  WORLI). 


ROUNi)  ITHE  WORLU.  289 

at  day-light  the  next  morning.  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton  accompanied  me,  attended  by  lieutenant  Bu¬ 
dget  in  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cut¬ 
ter.  On  Tuefday  the  3lft,  at  fun-rife,  our  little 
fquadron  put  off  with  intention  of  following  up 
the  continental  fhore,  until  we  might  find  a  more 
weftern  paflage  leading  to  the  fea ;  there  to  ap-* 
point  a  rendezvous  for  the  launch  and  cutter, 
which  were  to  continue  the  examination  of  the 
continental  boundary,  whilft  we  returned  to  con- 
dud:  the  veffels  to  the  appointed  ftation. 

From  Deep  Sea  bluff,  the  fhore  of  the  main, 
acrofs  this  fmall  opening,  took  a  diredion  N.  50 
W.  for  about  four  miles  ;  then  extended  N.  N.  E. 
about  a  league  to  a  point,  where  the  arm  took 
a  more  eafterly  courfe,  paffing  an  idand,  and  fe- 
veral  rocky  iflets,  forming  paffages  for  boats  only ; 
whilft,  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland,  the  main 
channel  was  a  mile  in  width,  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  our  there  finding  a  greatet 
depth  of  water  than  we  required  for  the  veflhls. 
We  were  however  obliged  to  quit  the  diredion 
of  that  which  appeared,  and  afterwards  proved 
to  be  the  main  channel,  to  purfue  the  continental 
line  along  this,  which  apparently  led  to  the  N.  E, 
and  eaftward.  In  this  route,  a  poor  unfortunate 
deer,  that  feemed  to  have  eluded  the  purfuers, 
had  found  an  afylum  in  a  fmall  recefs  on  the 
rocky  precipice  forming  the  fhore,  about  twenty 
VoL.  II.  U  yardg 
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yards  in  a  diredllon  almoft  perpendicular  to  the 
water,  from  whence  he  could  only  efcape  by  the 
way  he  had  come.  In  this  very  expofed  fituationi 
the  two  headmoft  boats  palled  him  unnoticed ; 
but,  on  the  third  making  the  difcovery,  a  platoon 
of  mufkets  was  difcharged  at  the  defencelefs  ani¬ 
mal  by  the  whole  party  without  efiedt.  On  this 
a  feaman  landed,  and,  with  a  boat-hook,  dragged 
him  from  the  rocks  by  the  neck,  and  fecured  to 
us  this  valuable  acquifition.  Upwards  of  twenty 
muftets  on  this  occaiion  were  fired,  feven  of 
which  hit  him,  but  no  one  mortally  ;  or  Vt^ounded 
him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  prevented  his 
efcaping,  had  not  the  over-hanging  precipices  of 
the  rocks  rendered  it  impoffible.  Venifon  had 
long  with  us  been  a  fcarce  commodity ;  our  buck 
proved  excellent,  and  afforded  us  all  one  or  two 
excellent  frcfli  meals. 

We  purfued  the  examination  of  this  arm  to  its 
head  in  latitude  51%  longitude  233°  46^ ;  where 
it  terminated  in  a  fimilar  w^ay  to  the  many  be¬ 
fore  deferibed.  Its  fhores,  about  a  mile  apart, 
were  compofed  of  high  fteep  craggy  mountains, 
whofe  fummits  were  capped  wdth  fnow ;  the 
lower  cliffs,  though  apparently  deftitute  of  foil, 
produced  many  pine  trees,  that  feemed  to  draw 
all  their  nourifhment  out  of  the  folid  rock.  The 
water,  near  four  leagues  from  its  upper  end,  was 
of  a  very  light  chalky  colour,  and  nearly  frefh. 

From 
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From  its  fhores  two  fmall  branches  extended, 
one  winding  about  four  miles  to  the  S.  E.  and 
S.  W.  the  other  about  a  league  to  the  N.  N.  W. 
The  examination  of  this  branch  employed  us 
until  noon  the  next  day,  Wednefday  the  ift^  of 
Auguft,  when  we  purfued  that  which  appeared 
to  be  the  main  channel  leading  to  the  weft  ward, 
having  feveral  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  off  its  north 
point  of  entrance.  This  I  called  Point  Philip, 
lying  N.  56  W.  from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  not  more  than  eight  miles.  So  tardy 
was' our  progrefs  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  this 
broken  continental  fliore,  which  we  traced  from 
point  Philip,  about  two  leagues  in  the  dlreftlon 
of  N.  78  W.  when  it  again  became  divided  into 
various  channels.  The  moft  fpacious  one,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  fouth-weftward,  prefented  an  appear^" 
ance  of  communicating  with  the  fea.  The  fhores, 
on  all  fides,  were  high,  fteep  and  rocky;  though 
they  feemed  tolerably  well  clothed  with  pines  of 
different  forts. 

We  kept  the  continental  fliore  on  board 
through  a  very  intricate  narrow  branch  that  took 
a  dlredllon  E.  by  N.  for  near  two  leagues,  and 
then  terminated  as  ufual  at  the  bafe  of  a  remark¬ 
able  mountain,  confplcuous  for  its  irregular  form, 
and  its  elevation  above  the  reft  of  the  hills  in  its 
neighbourhood.  This  I  have  diftlngulflied  in 
my  chart  by  the  name  of  Mount  Stephens, 
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in  honor  of  Sir  Philip  Stephens  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  51^  P,  longitude 
233®  20^  and  may  ferve  as  an  excellent  guide 
to  the  entrance  of  the  various  channels  with 
which  this  country  abounds. 

As  we  profecuted  our  refearches,  we  vifited 
a  fmall  Indian  village  fituated  on  a  rocky  iflet. 
The  whole  of  it  was  nearly  occupied,  well  con- 
ftrudled  for  its  protedlion,  and  rendered  almoft 
inacceffible  by  platforms  fimilar  to  that  before 
defcribed  though  not  fo  ftrong,  nor  fo  ingenioufly 
defigned.  The  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  thirty 
or  forty  perfons,  who  exadlly  correfponded  with 
thofe  feen  to  the  fouthward  of  Deep  Sea  bluff, 
and  from  whom  we  met  with,  as  ufual,  a  very 
cordial  reception.  A  few  indifferent  fea-otter 
fkins,  for  which  they  demanded  more  iron  t!:an 
we  were  inclined  to  give,  comprehended  all  their 
flock  in  trade ;  they  had  a  diftant  knowledge  of 
a  few  words  of  the  Nootka  language,  but  did 
not  always  feem  properly  to  apply  them.  The 
narrow  paffage  by  which  we  -  had  entered,  is  a 
channel  admiffible  for  boats  only ;  and  thence, 
to  the  foot  of  mount  Stephens,  was  merely  a 
chafm  in  the  mountains,  caufed,  probably,  by 
fome  violent  efforts  of  nature.  This  idea  origi¬ 
nated  in  its  differing  materially  in  one  particular 
from  all  the  channels  we  had  hitherto  examined; 
namely,  in  its  having  regular  foundings,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding 
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ceeded  the  depth  of  13  fathoms,  although  its 
fliores,  like  all  thofe  of  the  channels  which  had 
no  bottom  within  the  reach  of  line,  were  formed 
by  perpendicular  cliffs,  from  their  fnowy  fum- 
mits  to  the  water’s  edge. 


The  ftupendous  mountains  bn  each  fide  of 
this  narrow  chafm,  prevented  a  due  circulation 
of  air  below,  by  excluding  the  rays  of  the  fun ; 
whilft  the  exhalations  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  and  the  humid  Ihores  wanting  rarefad:ion, 
wxre,  in  a  great  meafure,  detained,  like  fleam  in 
a  condenfed  flate  ;  the  evaporation  thus  produced 
a  degree  of  cold  and  chillnefs  which  rendered  our 
night’s  lodging  very  unpleafant. 

Wc  quitted  this  unwholefome  fituation,  at  the 
dawning  of  the  next  day,  Thurfday  the  2d,  and 
diredled  our  courfe  through  another  palTage, 
which,  from  the  northern  Ihore,  led  about  a 
league  to  the  weflward,  and  then  turned  to  the 
fouth.  This  channel  is  exceflively  dangerous, 
owing  to  the  number  of  rocky  iflets,  funken 
rocks,  and,  by  the  tides  fetting  through  it  with 
great  rapidity  and  irregularity.  By  breakfaft  time 
we  reached  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-^ 
weflward,  about  half  a  league  from  the  village 
we  had  vlfited  the  preceding  day.  Here  I  in¬ 
tended  to  conclude  my  excurfion  as  foon  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  veflels  and  boats 
ihould  he  found  /  in  quefl  of  which  we  proceeded 
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down  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-weft- 
waVd;  which  I  called  Wells’s  Passage;  this 
now  feemed,  on  a  certainty,  to  communicate 
with  the  great  channel,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
lead  to  fea.  But  another  branch  foon  appearing, 
that  ftretched  a  little  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  of 
weft,  I  was  in  hopes  my  objedl  would  have  been 
further  attained,  by  finding  fome  more  wefterly 
ftation  for  our  rendezvous  than  the  end  of  Wells’s 
pafihge.  Inthishope  we  continued  our  examination 
about  two  leagues,  leaving  fome  part  of  the  fhore 
to  the  north  of  us,  not  fully  explored.  On  land¬ 
ing  to  dine  about  the  time  of  high  water,  we  foon 
perceived  a  rapid  ebb  tide  coming  from  the  weft- 
ward.  This  rendered  a  communication  with  the 
ocean  in  that  direflion,  if  not  impoffible,  at  leaft 
very  improbable  ;  and  as  the  time  Its  examina¬ 
tion  was  likely  to  engage  from  its  apparent  ex¬ 
tent,  might  render  my  defign  ineffedtual,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  return,  leaving  the  launch  and  cut¬ 
ter  to  carry  on  the  furvey.  Our  future  meeting 
I  appointed  near  the  weft  point  of  Wells’s  paf- 
fage  ;  this,  after  Captain  Boyles  of  the  navy,  I 
named  Point  Boyles  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude 
50°  5C,  and  in  longitude  232^  52fi 

About  one  o’clock  the  next  day,  Friday  the 
3d,  we  arrived  on  board,  and  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  v/ith  the  veflels  tow’ards  the  rendezvous, 
but  fo  flowly  that  it  w'as  not  till  the  evening  of 
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Saturday  the  4th,  that  we  arrived  within  two 
leagues  to  the  S.  E.  of  it.  There  the  boats 
joined  us,  and  the  want  of  wind  obliged  us  to 
anchor  in  6o  fathoms  water,  on  the  S.  W.  fide 
of  a  low  ifland,  about  half  a  league  from  its  fhores, 
bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  42  E.  to  N.  38  W.; 
point  Duff  N.  87  E.;  the  land  of  the  fouth- 
ern  fliore  from  S.  50  E.  to  S.  22  W.  ;  a  high 
ifland  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  mid* channel, 
from  S.  55  W.  to  S.  04  W. ;  and  point  Boyles 
N.  84  W.  ;  having  many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks 
in  view,  too  numerous  to  be  here  noticed. 

I  now  became  acquainted,  that  the  officers  had 
returned,  as  directed,  to  the  examination  of  the 
continental  fliore  from  the  place  where  I  had 
quitted  it,  and  on  purfuing  it  to  the  fouthward, 
they  had  found  it  indented  with  fm all  bays,  that 
afforded,  like  the  narrow  arm  before  mentioned, 
fnug  and  convenient  anchorage  ;  but  the  paffages 
into  them  wxre  intricate  and  dangerous,  owing 
to  the  ftrong  currents,  and  the  many  rocky  iflets, 
and  funken  rocks,  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
arm,  leading  to  the  wxftward,  that  I  had  been  in, 
was  traced  to  the  -  latitude  of  50°  59^  longitude 
232°  30^.  In  it  were  many  rocky  iflands  and 
funken  rocks  ;  which,  with  the  velocity  of  the 
tide,  rendered  it  dangerous,  even  for  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  boats.  Near  its  termination,  they  pur- 
fued  a  very  narrow  opening  on  its  northern  fhore, 
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winding  towards  the  E.  N.  E.  replete  with  over- 
falls  and  fnnken  rocks,  and  ending  by  a  cafcade 
fimilar  to  feveral  that  had  before  been  obferved. 
Thefe  are  perfectly  fait,  and  feem  to  owe  their 
origin  to  the  tidal  waters,  which,  in  general,  rife 
feventeen  feet,  and,  at  high  water,  render  thefe 
falls  imperceptible,  as  the  bar  or  obftrudlion,  at 
that  time,  lies  from  four  to  fix  feet  beneath  the  ' 
furface  of  the  fea,  and  confequently  at  low  water 
caufes  a  fall  of  ten  or  twelve  feet ;  feme  of  which 
are  twenty  yards  in  wddth.  One  of  thefe  Mr, 
Whidbey  afcended  nearly  at  low  water,  and  found 
the  internal  refervoir  to  be  a  fmall  lake,  or  rather 
a  large  pond,  feemingly  of  deep  water,  divided 
into  feveral  branches,  winding  feme  difliance 
through  a  low,  fwampy,  woodland  country, 
Thefe  fait- water  cafcades  may  probably  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  great  rapidity  of  the  tides,  after 
they  have  rifen  above  thefe  obftrudtions,  (ailing 
with  confiderable  prefiure)  and  rufhing  forward 
in  thofe  inland  narrow  channels,  where  they  foon 
overflow  the  plain,  and,  finding  an  extenfive  field 
for  their  expanfion,  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
with  the  addition  of  the  drains  and  fprings  of 
the  country,  is  thus  colledled,  to  replenifh  thefe  ‘ 
refervoirs  every  twelve  hours,  and  to  caufe  a  con- 
ftant  fall  during  the  reflux  of  the  tide,  Within 
a  few  yards  of  one  of  thefe  cafcades  was  difco- 
vercd  ^  confiderable  ffream  of  warm  frefli  water. 

a  *  ,  .  i 
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By  this  expedition,  the  continental  fliore  was 
traced  to  the  wefternmoft  land  in  fight.  We 
had  now  only  to  proceed  along  it,  as  foon  as  the 
wind  and'  weather  would  permit  our  moving. 
This,  however,  a  thick  fog  and  a  calm  prevented, 
until  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  5th,  when  a 
light  breeze  between  S.  W.  and  weft  enabled  us, 
by  fun-fet,  to  advance  about  two  leagues  to  the 
weft  ward  of  point  Boyles,  which,  by  compafs, 
bore  from  us  S.  85  W. ;  an  ifland,  previoufly 
conlidered  to  lie  in  mid-channel,  but  now  dlf- 
covered  to  be  divided  into  four  or  more  iflets,  S. 
38  E.  ;  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  oppofite  fliore 
fouth,  lour  or  five  leagues  off ;  and  the  neareft 
taken  by  us  to  be  an  ifland,  W.  S.  W.  about  a 
league.  Thefe  pofitions  are  not,  however,  to  be 
received  as  correct,  becaufe  the  fog,  ftill  continu¬ 
ing,  alternately  obfcured  place  after  place,  in  the 
fouthern  quarters,  fo  as  to  render  it  impradticable 
either  to  acquire  the  true  pofition,  or  even  gain  a 
diftindl  view  of  thofe  fliores.  The  northern,  or 
continental  fide,  was  not  in  the  like  manner  ob¬ 
fcured  ;  its  neareft  part  bore  by  compafs  north 
about  half  a  lea2;ue  from  us  ;  and  its  weftern  ex- 
tremity,  N.  78  W.  Between  this  point  and  a 
clufter  of  iflands,  bearing  weft,  a  channel  ap¬ 


peared  to  lead  along  the  coaft  of  the  main  land, 
in  which  wxre  fome  fmall  iflets  and  rocks  ;  fouth 
of  the  clufter,  the  haze  and  fog  rendered  it  im^ 
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poffible  to  determine  of  what  that  region  princi¬ 
pally  confifted,  though  the  Imperfecft  view  we 
obtained,  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being  much 
broken.  In  this  fituation,  we  had  60  dhd  70  fa¬ 
thoms,  muddy  bottom  ;  but  as  we  had'fufficient 
fpace  to  pafs  the  night  in  under  fail,  I  preferred 
fo  doing,  that  we  might  be  ready  to  pur fae  the 
«ibove-mentioned  channel  in  the  morning. 

The  wind  continuing  light  in  the  S.W.  quarter, 
wc  plied  until  day-break  of  Monday  6th,  when  the 
breeze  wasfucceeded  by  a  calm,  and  a  very  thick  fog 
that  obfcured  every  furrounding  objeft  until  noon, 
without  our  being  able  to  gain  foundings  ;  fo  that 
we  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  currents,  in  a 
fituation  that  could  not  fall  to  occafion  the  moft 
anxious  folicitude.  The  fog  had  no  fooner  dif- 
perfed,  than  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  channel 
for  which  I  had  intended  to  fleer,  interfperfed 
with  numerous  rocky  ifiets  and  rocks,  extending 
from  the  above  clufter  of  iflands  towards  the 
fliore  of  the  continent.  The  region  to  the  S.  W. 
ftlll  remained  obfcured  by  the  fog  and  haze ;  at 
intervals,  however,  fomethlng  of  it  might  be  dif- 
cerned,  ferving  only  to  Ihew  there  was  no  great 
probability  of  our  finding  a  lefs  intricate  paffage 
to  navigate,  than  that  immediately  before  us 
along  the  continental  fliore ;  which  muft  either 
be  now  traced  by  the  fliip,  or  by  the  boats  on  a 
future  occafion.  This  made  me  determine  on 

the 
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the  former  mode,  although  there  was  reafon  to 
apprehend  it  would  engage  our  utmoft  attention, 
even  in  fair  weather  to  preferve  us  from  latent 
dangers.  The  difperfion  of  the  fog  was  attended 
by  a  light  breeze  from  the  'N.  N.  W.,  and  as  we 
flood  to  windv/ard,  we  fuddenly  grounded  on  a 
bed  of  funken  rocks  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 
A  fignal  indicating  our  fituation  was  immediately- 
made  to  the  Chatham,  fhe  inftantly  anchored  in 
fifty  fathoms  w^ater,  about  a  cable  and  a  half  dif- 
tant  from  us,  and  we  Immediately  received  all 
her  boats  to  our  affiftance.  The  flream  anchor 
was  carried  out,  and  an  attempt  made  to  heave 
the  fliip  off,  but  to  no  effedl.  The  tide  fell  very 
rapidly ;  and  the  force  with  which  the  fhip  had 
grounded,  had  occafioned  her  fewing  confiderably. 
forward.  On  heaving,  the  anchor  came  home, 
fo  that  we  had  no  refource  left  but  that  of  get¬ 
ting  down  our  topmafts,  yards,  &c.  &c.  flioaring 
up  the  veiTel  with  fpars  and  fpare  topmafts,  and 
lightening  her  as  much  as  poffible,  by  ftarting  the 
water,  throwing  overboard  our  fuel  and  part  of 
the  ballaft  we  had  taken  on  board  in  the  fpring. 
Soon  after  the  fhip  was  aground,  the  tide  took 
her  on  the  ftarboard  quarter ;  and  as  flie  -w^as 
afloat  abaft  it  caufed  her  to  take  a  fudden  fwing, 
and  made  her  heel  fo  very  confiderably  on  the 
ftarboard  fide,  which  was  from  the  rocks,  that 
her  fituation,  for  a  few  feconds,  was  alarming  in 

the 
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the  higheft  degree.  The  fnoars  were  got  over 
with  all  poffible  dilpatch,  but  notwithftaiiding 
this,  by  the  time  it  was  low  water,  the  ftarboard 
main  chains  were  within  three  inches  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea.  Happily,  at  this  time,  there 
was  not  the  fmallefl;  fwell  or  agitation,  although 
we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ocean. 
This  muft  ever  be  regarded  as^a  very  providential 
circumftance,  and  was  highly  favorable  to  our 
very  irkfome  and  perilous  fituation,  in  which, 
under  the  perfuafion  of  the  tide  falling  as  low  as 
had  been  lately  obferved  in  our  feveral  boat  ex-* 
peditions,  nothing  fhort  of  immediate  and  inevi¬ 
table  deilrudtion  prefented  itfelf,  until  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  tide,  when  more  than 
one  half  of  the  fiiip  was  fupported  by  fuch  a  fufE- 
cieiit  body  of  water,  as,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  re¬ 
lieve  us  from  the  painful  anxiety  that  fo  diftreffing 
a  circumftance  neceffarily  occafioned.  When  the 
tide  was  at  the  loweft,  about  nine  at  night,  the 
ihip’s  fore  foot  was  only  in  about  three  and  a  half 
feet  water,  whilft  her  ftern  was  in  four  fathoms. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation,  we  remained,  ex¬ 
pelling  relief  from  the  returning  flood,  which  to 
our  inexpreflible  joy  was  at  length  announced  by 
the  floating  of  the  flioars,  a  happy  indication  of 
the  fhip  righting.  Our  exertions  to  lighten  her 
were,  however,  unabated,  until  about  two  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  yth  ;  when  the  fhip  be¬ 
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coming  nearly  upright,  we  hove  on  the  ftern  ca¬ 
ble,  and,  without  any  particular  efforts,  or  much 
ftraln,  had  the  inexpreffible  fatisfaftion  of  feeling 
her  again  float,  without  having  received  the  leaft 
apparent  injury.  We  brought  up  in  35  fathoms 
water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bed 
of  rocks  from  whence  we  had  fo  providentially 
efcaped.  After  about  three  hours  reft,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  the  re-equipment  of  the  fhip. 
The*  main  top-gallant  top-rope  unluckily  broke, 
and  by  this  accident,  John  Turner,  a  feaman,  had 
his  arm  fractured.  By  noon,  the  hold  was  re- 
ftowed,  and  the  fliip,  in  every  refpecfl,  ready 
again  to  proceed. 

A  light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  S.  W. 
about  one  o’clock,  w^e  W’ere  again  under  fail,  and 
knowing  of  no  fafer  channel,  we  direfted  our 
courfe  through  that  before  us,  aiong  the  conti¬ 
nental  fliore.  This  was  a  narrow  paffage,  and 
as  we  advanced,  became  more  intricate  by  an  in- 
creafed  number  of  rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  as  well 
beneath,  as  above  the  furface  of  the  water ;  the 
former  being  afeertained  by  the  furf  breaking  with 
forae  violence  upon  them.  This  dangerous  na¬ 
vigation  feemed  to  continue  as  far  as  was  difeer- 
nible  towards  the  ocean,  between  the  fhore  of  the 
continent  and  the  land  forming  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  channel,  wdiich  appeared  to  be  an  extend ve 
range  of  iflands. 

Having 
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Having  fo  recently  been  preferved  from  the 
dangers  of  a  moft  perilous  fituation,  the  fcene 
before  us,  in  prefenting  a  profpedt  of  many  fuch 
fnares,  was  extremely  difcouraging.  We  had, 
however,  not  the  leaft  hope  of  finding  a  lefs  dif¬ 
ficult  way  for  the  execution  of  the  adventurous 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged  ;  nor  any  al¬ 
ternative  but  to  proceed  with  all  the  circumfpec- 
tion  and  caution  that  the  nature  of  our  fituation 
would  permit,  through  a  channel  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  ifiands, 
rocks,  and  breakers,  which  in  fome  places  ap¬ 
peared  aim  oft  to  meet  the  continental  fliore  on 
the  other.  However  intricate,  this  was  appa¬ 
rently  the  only  navigable  channel  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  About  five  in  the  afternoon  we  had 
fortunately  efcaped  through  its  narrowxft  part ; 
the  wind  now  became  light  and  baffling ;  the 
ebb  tide  fat  us  towards  the  ocean,  where  we  had 
a  view  of  the  dlftant  horizon,  although  intercepted 
by  the  fame  rocky  region  that  furrounded  us  in 
every  direftion.  About  fix  o’clock  fome  of  Its 
hidden  dangers  arrefted  the  progrefs  of  the  Chat¬ 
ham.  We  Inftantly  anchored  in  feventy  fathoms 
water,  and  fent  our  boats  to  her  afliftance.  Thus, 
before  we  had  recovered  from  the  fatiguing  ex¬ 
ertions  and  anxious  folicitude  of  one  diftreffing 
night,  the  endurance  of  a  fimilar  calamity  was 
our  portion  for  the  next. 
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I  had  lefs  reafon  at  firfl:  to  hope  for  the  prefer- 
vatlon  of  the  Chatham  under  the  circumftances 
of  her  difafter,  than  I  had  the  preceding  night 
lor  that  of  the  Difcovery  ;  as  the  oceanic  fwell 
was  here  very  perceptible^  and  caufed  a  confider^ 
able  furf  on  the  lliore.  On  the  return  of  our 
fmall  boat,  I  became  acquainted  that,  In  confe- 
quence  of  its  having  fallen  calm,  fhe  had  been 
driven  by  the  tide  on  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks, 
but  had  the  confolation  of  hearing,  that  although 
fhe  had  frequently  fhruck  when  lifted  by  the  furge, 
it  had  not  been  violently ;  that  no  damage  had 
yet  been  fuftained  ;  and  that  her  prefent  very  un¬ 
comfortable  lituation  could  not  be  of  long  dura¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  nearly  half  ebb  when  fhe  grounded. 

Our  prefent  anchorage  bore  by  compafs  from 
the  rocks,  on  which  the  Difcovery  had  ftruck, 
though  intercepted  by  various  others,  S.  42  E. 
five  miles,  and  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which 
the  Chatham  was  then  lying,  S.  01  E.  three  miles 
diftant.  Our  eftimated  latitude  was  51°  2^  lon¬ 
gitude  232^  25^.  Since  the  commencement  of 
the  month  of  Auguft,  the  foggy  weather  had  to¬ 
tally  precluded  our  making  any  celeftial  obferva- 
tions  ;  the  fituation  therefore  of  the  iflands,  coafts, 
rocks,  &c.  weftward  from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  could 
only  be  afeertained  by  an  eftimated  protraftion, 
which  may  be  liable  to  errors  wc  had  no  means 
to  deteft ;  hence  this  portion  of  intricate  naviga¬ 
tion 
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tion  is  not  to  be  implicitly  depended  upon  in  this 
particular,  as  exhibited  by  the  chart ;  but  the 
continued  diredtion  of  the  continental  fhore,  (the 
neareft  part  now  bearing  by  compafs  N.  E.  at  the 


diflance  of  about  half  a  league)  was  pofitively  af- 
certained  to  this  ftation ;  and  I  truft,  its  latitude 
and  longitude  will  not  be  found  to  deviate  many 
miles  from  the  truth. 

The  rocks  between  our  prefent  anchorage  and 
the  ocean  having  the  appearance  of  being  almofi: 
impenetrable,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  difpatched  to 
dlfcover  the  mofi:  fafe  channel  for  us  to  purfue. 
The  day-light  juft  ferved  him  to  execute  his  com-, 

miflion  ;  and  on  his  return  at  night  he  informed 

• 

me,  that  there  were  three  paflages ;  one  nearly 
through  the  centre  of  the  rocks ;  another  about 
midv/ay  between  the  continental  fliore,  and  a 
very  broken  country  to  the  fouthward  of  us  ;  and 
a  third  between  the  neareft  clufter  of  rocks  and 
the  continent.  This  for  a  fmall  diftance  feemed 
to  be  clear  ;  but  further  to  the  north-weft  ward  a 
labyrinth  of  rocks  appeared  to  ftretch  from  the 
continent  towards  land,  forming  like  two  iftands. 
Thefe  rocks  nearly  joined  to  the  north-eaftcrn- 
moft  about  nine  miles  from  us,  bearing  by  com¬ 
pafs  N.  50  W.  the  wefternmoft  at  about  the 
fame  diftance,  N.  04  W. 

The  neareft  clufter  of  rocks,  whofe  fbuthern 
part  was  almoft  in  a  line  with  the  eafternmoft 

ifland. 
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ifland,  not  quite  a  league  from  us^  we  were  to 
pafs  to  the  fouth  of ;  between  them  and  other 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  to  the  weftward  and  S.  W. 
forming  a  channel  about  two  miles  wide,  in  which 
no  vifible  obftrudiion  had  been  difcovered  by 
Mr.  Whidbey,  Thefe  rocks  and  rocky  illetspre- 
fented  an  appearance  of  being  as  nearly  connected 
wdth  the  fouthern  broken  fhore,  as  thofe  further 
north  did  with  the  continent,  giving  us  little  to 
expedl  but  a  very  intricate  and  hazardous  naviga¬ 
tion. 

An  extremely  thick  fog  ufhering  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th,  precluded  our  feeing  or  knowing 
any  thing  of  the  Chatham’s  fituation ;  and  obliged 
us  to  remain  in  the  moll  painful  ftate  of  fufpenfe 
until  about  nine  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  fog 
in  fomc  meafure  difperfmg,  w^e  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  our  confort  approaching  us  under 
fail and  having  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  with  the 
ebb  tide  in  our  favor,  we  immediately  w^eighed 
in  order  to  proceed  together  through  the  channel 
before  mentioned  between  the  rocks. 

On  the  return  of  the  boats,  Lieutenant  Baker, 
who  had  been  with  our  people  aliiftlng  the  Chat¬ 
ham  during  the  night,  inlormed  me  that  latterly 
flie  had  ft  ruck  fo  hard,  as  intlrely  to  difablc  both 
the  fpare  topmafts,  wdiich  had  been  uied  for 
fhoars ;  but  that  about  half  paft  one  they  iixc- 
ceeded  in  heaving  her  off,  without  the  appear- 
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ancc  of  her  having  fuftained  any  very  material 
damage.  Our  fails  were  fcarcely  fet  when  the 
•wind  became  variable  ;  and  foon  after  mid-day 
partial  fogs  and  a  clear  atmofphere  fucceeded  each 
other  in  every  direction.  Thefe  by  one  o’clock 
obliged  us  again  to  anchor  in  fifty-five  fathoms 
water,  as  did  the  Chatham  about  two  miles- to 
“the  northward  of  our  former  ftatlon,  and  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  continental  fnore.  Here 
we  were  detained  until  nine  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  of  Thurfday  the  Qth,  wdien  wnth  a  light  eaft- 
wardly  breeze,  and  clear  w^eather,  we  directed 
our  courfe  as  before  ftated.  On  paffing  near  the 
rocks  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  channel,  we  had 
foundings  at  the  depth  of  twenty-eight  fiithoms, 
rocky  bottom;  but  immediately  afterwards  gained 
no  ground  with  fixty  and  feventy  fathoms  of  line. 
As  it  w^as  my  intention  to  feek  a  channel  between 
the  two  iflands,  the  Chatham’s  fignal  w^as  made 
to  lead.  The  wind  being  'light  w^e  advanced 
llovvly,  paffing  fome  very  dangerous  rocks,  wffiofe 
fituation  was  only  to  be  known  by  the  breakers 
upon  them  at  low  tide,  lying  about  two  miles  to 
the  S.  E.  of  the  north-eafternmoft  illand. 

Though  clear  immediately  overhead,  the  ho¬ 
rizon  w^as  encumbered  with  partial  fogs  in  every 
direction.  This  rendered  the  view  of  furround¬ 
ing  objects  not  lefs  limited' than  undefined,  and 
prevented  fuch  obfervations  being  made,*  as  were 
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neceffary  for  afcertaining  our  pofitive  fituation. 

About  noon  we  were  becalmed  between  thefe 

iflands,  whofe  Ihores  are  about  two  miles  and  a 

half  afunder ;  foundings  were  obtained  at  the 

depth  of  feventy  fathoms,  rocky  bottom.  They 

lie  from  each  other  about  north  and  fbuth ;  the 

* 

fouthernmoft  is  about  a  league  in  circuit,  with  a 
fmall  ifland  lying  off  its  eaftern  extremity.  The 
northernmoft,  inftead  of  being  one  illand,  as  had  - 
been  fuppqfed,  was  now  found  to  comprehend 
eight  or  nine  fmall  iflets,  lying  in  a  direftion  about 
N.  50  W.  and  occupying  in  that  line  an  extent 
of  four  miles ;  their  breadth  about  half,  or  per¬ 
haps  three  quarters  of  a  mile.*  With  the  affift- 
ance  oi  the  boats  a-head,  we  paffed  through  this 
channel  about  one  o’clock.  At  this  time  a  light 
breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  north- weft  ward,  we 
ftood  towards  the  fouthern  fliore  ;  it  w^as  not  how- 
ever,  as  was  ufual  wdth  the  north-wefterly  wdnds, 
attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather,  but 
with  a  remarkably  thick  fog  ;  and  having  no 

foundings  we  were  obliged  to  ply  to  windward 

/ 

under  an  ealy  fail  until  about  fivx  o’clock,  when 
we  gaincid  bottom,  and  anchored  in  fifty-five  fa¬ 
thoms  water.  The  fog'  foon  after  cleared  away, 
and  difcovered  our  fituation  to  be  near  the  fouth¬ 
ern  fhore,  before  a  fmall  opening  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  mile.  This  by  compafs  bore  S.  7  W.; 
a  channel  that  appeared  to  ftrctch  to  the  S.  E. 
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through  the  range  of  illands  to  the  fouthw^ard  of 
that  we  had  navigated,  bore  S,  80  E.  and  feemed 
tolerably  dear  of  tliofe  dangers  and  impedinaents 
with  which  wx  bad  lately  contended.  The  fouth- 
ernmoft  of  the  iflands  we  had  palled  at  noon  bore 
by  compafs  N.  7  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
league  ;  and  the  north- wefternmoft  of  the  illets, 
'N.  S  W.  diftant  about  two  leagues  ;  a  low  point 
of  land  forming  the  fouth  point  of  an  opening  on 
the  continental  Ihore  N.  14  W.  a  high  dlftant 
mountain  being  the  northemmoft  land  in  fight 
N.  30  W.  and  the  wxfternmolt  land  on  thefouth- 
ern  fhore  S.  55  W.  Between  thefe  latter  direc¬ 
tions  the  oceanic  horizon  feemed  perfedly  clear 
and  uninterrupted. 

We  now  appeared  to  have  reached  the  part  of 
the  coafl  that  had  been  vifited  and  named  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  traders  from  Europe  and  India.  The 
Experiment,  commanded  by  Mr.  S,  Wedgbo- 
rough,  in  Auguft,!  78^^  honored  the  inlet  through 
which  we  had  lately  pafled,  with  the  name  of 

Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound;”  the  opening 
on  the  continental  fliore  w^as  difeovered,  and  called 

Smith’s  Inlet,”  by  Mr.  James  Hanna,  the 
lame  year ;  the  high  diftant  mountain  that  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  feparated  frorn  the  main  land,  formed 
part  of  a  cluftcr  named  by  Mn  Duncan  Cal¬ 
vert’s  Islands;”  and  the  channel  between  them 
and  the  main  land,  wxs  bv  Mr.  Hanna  called 

“  “  Fitz,- 
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Fitzhugh’s  Sound.”  Thefe  being  the  names 
given,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  the  firft  dlfco- 
verers  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  will  be  continued 
by  me,  and  adopted  in  my  charts  and  journal. 

Deftitute  of  any  other  authority,  our  eftimated 
latitude  in  this  fituation  was  51° -F  longitude 
232^8^.  In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  Ihores,  and 
found  the  opening  take  a  winding  foutherly  di¬ 
rection,  dividing  the  land  moft  probably  into  two 
or  more  illands.  Weft  ward  of  the  opening  a 
fandy  beach  ftretched  along  the  coaft,  and  af¬ 
forded  tolerably  good  flielter,  with  anchorage 
from  fix  to  twenty  fathoms  depth  of  water.  Some 
detached  rocks  were  obferved  to  lie  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  thefe  ftiores. 

Having  a  fine  breeze  from  the  eaftward  on  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  loth,  we  weighed  at  feven, 
and  ftood  acrofs  Queen  Charlotte’s  found  for  the 
entrance  of  Smith’s  inlet.  The  Chatham  being 
ordered  to  lead,  at  half  paft  ten  made  the  fignal 
'  for  foundings,  at  the  depth  of  ten  to  eighteen  fa¬ 
thoms.  In  this  fituation  the  Ifland,  near  which 
the  Chatham  had  grounded,  bore  S.  43  E.  diftant 
about  fix  or  feven  leagues ;  and  the  labyrinth  of 
rocks  that  before  had  appeared  to  extend  along 
the  continental  fhore,  now  feemed  to  exift  no 
further  than  a  low  fandy  point  bearing  by  com- 
E.  S.  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  tw^o  leagues. 
The  fhores  of  the  main  from  this  point  feemed 
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free  from  rocks,  and  poffefled  fome  fmall  fandy 
bays  to  the  fouth  point  of  entrance  into  Smith’s 
inlet,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  1 8  W.  about  a 
league  dillant ;  where  detached  rocks  were  agairr 
feen  to  incumber  the  fliore. 

'  The  weather,  lefs  unfavorable  to  our  purfuits 
than  for  fome  time  paft,  permitted  our  having 
a  tolerably  diftind:  view"  of  the  furrounding  coun¬ 
try.  The  opening  before  us,  Fitzhugh’s  found, 
appeared  to  be  extenfive  in  a  northerly  diredion. 
At  noon  we  found  our  obferved  latitude  to  be 
5l^2lh  longitude  232°4f  In  this  fituation,  the 
fouth  point  of  Calvert’s  ifand  bore  by  compafs 
N.  2g  W.  its  wefternmoft  part  in  fight  N.  f)oW. 
tw^o  clufters  of  rocks  S.  73  W.  and  N.  70  W. 
thefe  were  difeovered  by  Mr.  Hanna,  w^ho  named 
the  former  Virgin,”  the  latter  Peari. 
PtocKS,”  both  which  being  low',  and  atfome  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore,  are  dangeroufly  fituated. 
The  fouth  point  of  Smith’s  inlet  terminating  the 
continental  fhore  in  a  north-weftwardly  direc¬ 
tion,  bore  by  compafs  S.  40  E.  from  w"hich  the 
Virgin  rocks,  about  thirteen  miles  diftant,  lie  N. 
75  W.  and  the  Pearl  rocks  N.  38  W  diftant 
about  eight  miles. 

Intending  to  continue  the  inveftigation  of  the 
continental  fhore  up  Smith’s  inlet,  the  Chatham 
W'as  direded  that  way  ;  but  as  we  advanced,  the 
great  number  of  rocky  iflets  and  jocks,  as  w'ell 
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beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fca,  and  the 
irregularity  of  the  foundings,  induced  me  to  aban¬ 
don  this  defign,  and  to  fteer  along  the  eaftern  fide 
of  Calvert’s  ifland,  forming  a  fteep  and  bold  fliore, 
in  quell  of  “  Port  Safety,”  laid  down  in  Mr.  Dun¬ 
can’s  chart,  or  of  any  other  convenient  anchorage 
we  might  find  ;  and  from  thence  to  difpatch  two 
parties  in  the  boats,  one  to  profecute  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  broken  fhores  to  the  fouth-eaftward 
of  us,  the  other  to  explore  the  main  branch  of 
Fitzhugh’s  found  leading  to  the  northward.  In 
confequence  of  .this  determination,  the  neceffary 
fignal  was  made  to  the  Chatham  for  quitting  her 
purfuit ;  and  w^e  made  all  fail  to  the  northward. 

On  paffing  that  which  we  had  confidered  as 
the  fouth  point  of  Calvert’s  ifland,  it  proved  to 
be  two  fmall  iflets  lying  near  it ;  and  from  the 
fouthernmoil  of  them,  the  Virgin  and  Pearl  rocks 
in  a  line  lie  S.  08  W.  the  former  eleven,  and  the 
latter  four  miles  dillant. 

As  we  proceeded  up  this  found,  the  eaftern  fhore 
ftill  continued  to  be  much  divided  by  water ;  to¬ 
wards  the  fea  it  was  of  moderate  height,  though 
the  interior  country  was  confiderably  elevated  ; 
the  whole  was  apparently  one  intire  foreft  of  pine 
trees  produced  from  the  chafms  in  the  rugged 
rocks  of  which  the  country  is  formed.  The  weft- 
ern,  or  fhore  of  Calvert’s  iflands  is  firm,  and  rofe 
‘  abruptly  from  the  fea  to  a  very  great  height,  feem- 
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ingly  compofed  of  the  finie  rocky  materials,  and 
like  the  eaftern  Ihore,  intlrely  covered  with  pine 
trees.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  ot  Saturday 
the  eleventh,  a  fmall  cove  was  difeovered  on  the 
weftern  fiiore,  bearing  forne  refemblance  to  Mr. 
Duncan’s  port  Safety,  huL  differing  in  its  latitude 
according  to  our  run  fince  noon.  Appearing  how^- 
ever  likely  to  anfwer  all  our  purpofes,  we  hauled 
in  for  it ;  the  fhores  we  found  to  be  bold,  fteep 
on  either  fide,  and  foundings  at  the  entrance 
were  from  tvventy*three  to  thirty  fathoms,  foft 
bottom.  We  anchored  about  fix  in  the  evening 
in  feventeen  fathoms  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
cove,  as  did  the  Chatham  on  the  oppofite  fliore, 
ffcadyins;  the  vcffels  with  hawfers  to  the  trees. 
My  firft  objedl  after  the  fhip  was  fecured,  was  to 
examine  the  cove.  It  terminated  in  a  fmalj  beach, 
near  which  w^as  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  and 
an  abundance  of  wood  :  of  thefe  neceffaries  we 
now  required  a  confiderable  ^  fupply  ;  and  as  the 
field  of  employment  for  our  boats  would  be  ex- 
tenfive,  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  remaining 
here  a  fufficient  time  to  repleiiifli  thefe  ftores. 
Being  tolerably  well  fheltered  in  this  cove,  I  was 
willing  to  hope  the  Chatham  might  with  fecu- 
rity,  and  without  much  difficulty,  be  laid  on 
fliore  to  examine  if  ffie  hadfuftained  any  damage 
whilft  ftrlking  on  the  rocks. 

O 

After  givinc:  diredions  for  the  execution  of 

thefe 
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thcfe  ferviccs,  I  ordered  the  yawl,  launch,  and 
two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Difeovery,  and  the 
Chatham’s  cutter  to  be  equipped,  fupplied  with 
a  week’s  provihons,  and  to  be  in  rcudinels  to  de¬ 
part  early  the  next  morning.  The  boats  being 
prepared  and  fupplied,  agreeably  to  my  w idles, 
we  departed  about  five  o’clock  ;  and  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  together  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the 
found,  I  diredled  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr, 
Whidbey,  in  the  Dlfcovery’s  launch  and  large 
cutter,  to  examine  the  coaft  wc  had  left  unex¬ 
plored  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  from  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  continent  in  its  N.  W.  dlredlion,  to 
a  certain  point  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  where  Mr. 
Johnftone,  in  the  Chatham’s  cutter,  attended  by 
Mr.  Humphreys  in  the  Difeovery’s  fmall  cutter, 
would  commence  his  inquiry.  Conceiving  the 
northern  furvey  would  be  infinitely  more  exten- 
five  than  that  to  the  fouth,  I  joined  Mr.  John- 
^  flone’s  party,  in  order  to  fix  on  a  rendezvous 
where,  agreeably  to  my  propofed  plan,  he  would 
on  his  return  find  the  veflels,  or  they  would  be 
on  their  way  from  the  cove  to  the  place  fo  ap¬ 
pointed. 

Our  Icparation  had  fcarcely  taken  place,  when  • 
our  foutherly  breeze  frefhened  to  a  brlfk  gale, 
attended  by  a  torrent  of  rain.  The  wind  however 
having  favored  our  purfuit,  we  reached  the  eaft¬ 
ern  ftiore  about  five  miles  to  the  northw^ard  of 

the 
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the  cove  where  the  fliips  rode.  It  was  low  but 
compadl,  wdth  one  fmall  opening  only,  impaffable 
for  our  boats  by  breakers  extending  acrofs  it.  Oa 
the  weftern  fide  two  confpicuous  openings  had 
been  obferved;  the  foutherrimofl  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  a  very  fine  harbour ;  the  other, 
about  two  leagues  further  north,  formed  a  paflage 
to  fea,  in  which  were  feveral  rocky  iflets.  About 
noon  we  arrived  at  the  point  where  Mr.  John- 
ftone’s  rcfearches  were  to  commence,  nearly  in 
the  direbiion  of  north  from  the  fhips,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  about  hxteen  miles.  From  this  point, 
the  north  point  of  the  paflage  leading  to  fea,  lies 
S.  3Q  W.  four  miles  diftant ;  but  the  thick  rainy 
weather  prevented  our  feeing  any  objedls  that 
were  to  the  north w^ard.  Increafed  torrents  of 
/ain,  and  thick  ftormy  wxather  from  the  S.  E. 
obliged  us  to  take  fhclter  in  the  firft  fafe  place 
we  could  difeover,  which  prefented  itfelf  in  a 
fmall  cove,  about  a  mile  from  the  point  above- 
mentioned,  where  we  were  very  unpleafantly  de¬ 
tained  until  pear  noon  the  following  day,  Sunday 
the  1 2^h,  when  the  wind  having  moderated,  and 
the  rain  in  fome  degree  abated,  we  refumed  our 
examination  alone;  the  ftarboard  or  continental 
fhore,  extending  from  the  above  point  about  a 
league  and  a  half  in  a  north  diredlion.  Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  tv/o  capacious  branches ;  that 
which  appeared  to  be  the  principal  one  ftill  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued  its  northerly  courfe,  the  other  ftrctched 
E.  N.  E.  and  was  in  general  about  a  mile  wide,  > 
In  order  to  profecute  the  furvey  of  the  conti* 
rental  fliore,  which  I  prelumed  this  to  be,  the 
latter  became  the  firft  objedl  of  our  examination, 
for  which  wc  quitted  the  former,  whofe  wddth 
wc  eftimated  at  a  league.  The  intermlffion  of 
the  rain  was  for  a  fliort  time  only ;  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  it  again  returned  with  fuch  fqually 
and  unpleafant  weather,  that  we  wxre  neceffi- 
tated,  at  fix,  to  take  up  our  abode  for  the  night 


on  a  long  iandy  beach,  about  eight  miles  within 
the  entrance  of  this  eaftern  branch.  In  the  S.  E, 
corner  of  this  beach  was  the  largeft  brook  of  frefh 
water  we  had  yet  feen  on  the  coaft.  It  bore  ^ 
very  high  colour,  and  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea 
with  confiderable  velocity.  Here  the  mountains, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fnowy 
barrier  from  mount  Stephens,  retired  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  beach,  and  the  low  land,  occupy¬ 
ing  the  intermediate  fpace,  produced  pine  trees 
of  inferior  growth,  from  a  bed  of  mofs  and  de¬ 
cayed  vegetables  in  the  ftate  of  turf,  nearly  as 
inflammable  as  the  wood  wdiich  it  produced.  A 
continuation  of  the  unpleafant  weather  confined 
us  to  this  uncomfortable  fpot  until  the  afternoon 
of  Monday  the  13th;  when,  about  four,  wx 
again  proceeded  up  the  branch,  which,  from  the 
beach,  took  a  diredion  N.  by  E. ;  the  furtheft 
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point  feen  in  that  line  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues;  this,  after  paffing  an  exten- 
five  cove  on  the  (larboard  fide,  we  reached  about 
.nine  at  night.  Excepting  this  cove,  and  that  we 
had  juft  before  left,  no  other  was  feen  ;  the  fides 
of  this  channel  were  compofed  of  compadl,  ftu- 
pendous  mountains,  and  nearly  perpendicular, 
rocky  cliffs,  producing  pine  trees  to  a  confider- 
able  height  above  the  fnores,  and  then  nearly 
barren  to  their  lofty  fummits,  which  were  moftly 
covered  with  fnow. 

During  the  night  we  had  much  rain  ;  the 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  14th,  the  weather 
was  cloudy,  with  fome  pafiTing  lliowers,  which 
at  intervals  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  tolerably  dlf- 
tindl  view  of  the  region  before  us ;  and  for  the 
firft  time,  fmee  the  commencement  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  it  fliewed  the  branch  we  were  navi¬ 
gating  to  be  about  two  miles  wide,  extending  in 
a  N.  E.  by  E.  diredtion,  feveral  leagues  ahead. 
I  had  been  in  continual  expedlation  of  finding 
that  the  larboard  Ihore  would  prove  to  be  an 
ifland.  In  which  cafe,  on  the'  return  of  the  launch 
and  cutter,  the  vefl'els  fhould  have  been  rembved 
to  its  northern  extremity,  and  by  that  means  the 
Tcturn  of  the  boats  that  were  ftill  to  proceed, 
would  be  materially  ftiortened  ;  but,  feeing  little 
reafori  to  indulge  this  hope  any  longer,  I  ap¬ 
pointed  a  rendezvous  with  Mr,  Johnftone,  a  little 

V  ,  to 
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to  the  fouth  of  the  entrance  into  this  arm ;  where, 
on  his  return,  he  would  find  the  veffels,  or  they 
would  be  on  their  way  thither ;  and,  after  bid¬ 
ding  him  farewell,  returned  on  my  way  towards 
the  lliips. 

By  noon  we  had  reached  the  entrance  of  this 
branch  of  the  inlet,  where,  on  a  fmall  iflct  near 
its  fouth  point,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  51^ 
52'',  making  the  ftation  at  which  1  had  parted 
with  Mr.  Johnflone,  and  which  I  had  concluded 
to  be  the  continental  fhore,  in  latitude  52^  3^, 
longitude  232°  This  rendezvous  was  about 

37  miles  from  the  flatlon  of  the  veffels,  in  as  de¬ 
folate  inhofpi table  a  country  as  the  moft  melan¬ 
choly  creature  could  be  defirous  of  inhabiting. 
The  eagle,  crow,  and  raven,  that  occafionally  had 
borne  us  company  in  our  lonely  refearches,  vifited 
not  thefe  dreary  fhores.  The  common  fhell-fifli, 
fuch  as  mufcles,  clams,  and  cockles,  and  the 
nettle  famphire,  and  other  coarfe  vegetables,  that 
had  been  fo  highly  effential  to  our  health  and 
maintenance  in  all  our  former  exciirfions,  were 
fcarcelv  found  to  exift  here  :  and  the  ruins  of  one 
miferable  hut,  near  where  we  had  lodged  the 
preceding  night,  was  the  only  indication  we  faw 
that  human  beings  ever  reforted  to  the  country 
before  us,  which  appeared  to  be  devoted  intirely 
to  the  amphibious  race  ;  feals  and  fea-otters,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  latter,  w'ere  feeh  in  great  numbers. 

Having 
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Having  dined,  and  dedicated  a  fhort  interval 
of  fun-fiiine  to  the  drying  of  our  wet  clothes,  w^e 
made  the  befi:  of  our  way  towards  the  fliips ; 
where,  about  midnight,  we  arrived,  moll  excef- 
livcly  fatigued  ;  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
having,  on  this  occafion,  been  more  feverely  felt 
than  ill  any  of  our  former  expeditions. 

The  fame  very  difagreeable  weather  had  pre* 
vailed  during  our  abfence,  attended  with  much 
more  wind  than  we  had  experienced.  From  the 
S.  W.  the  gale  had  blowm  particularly  hard, 
which  caufed  the  moll  grateful  refledlions  for 
our  having  providentially  reached  fo  comfortable 
a  place  of  flielter,  from  the  dangers  that  mull 
neceffarily  have  awaited  our  navigating,  in  fuch 
tempefiuous  weather,  the  intricate  and  unex- 
pJored  region  we  had  fo  recently  quitted. 

During  our  abfence,  a  fufiicient  quantity  of 
falmon  had  been  taken,  lor  every  perfon  on  board 
the  veflel ;  the  neceffary  fupplles  of  wood  and 
water  wxre  nearly  completed ;  but  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  had  not  been  equal  to  our  willies 
for  the  purpofe  of  grounding  the  Chatham,  with¬ 
out  landing  the  greater  part  of  her  ftores  and 
provifions ;  and,  as  the  bottom  at  low^  tide  was 
found  to  be  folt  mud,  unfavourable  to  fuch  an 
operation,  that  bufmefs  was  neceffarily  deferred. 

The  wreath er,  though  clear  at  Intervals  for  a 
fliort  tune,  continuing  very  boifterous,  filled  our 

minds 
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minds  with  much  folicltude  for  the  welfare  of  our 
friends  in  the  boats ;  particularly  thofe  detached 
to  the  S.  E.  who  were  greatly  expofed  not  only 
to  its  inclemency,  but  to  the  violence  of  the  fea,  , 
which,  from  an  uninterrupted  ocean,  broke  wdth 
great  fury  on  the  fouthern  fhores.  One  confola- 
tion,  howxver,  always  attended  my  anxious  con* 
cern  on  thefe  perilous  occafions,  that,  in  the  ex* 
pofure  of  my  people  to  fuch  fatiguing  and  hazar¬ 
dous  fervice,  I  could  ever  depend  on  their  cheerful 
.and  ready  obedience  to  the  prudent  and  judicious 
diredllons  of  the  officers  wffio  were  intrufted  with 
the  command  of  thefe  adventurous  expeditions. 

Friday,  the  1  7th.  Whilfl  w^e  thus  remained 

xinder  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  our  de» 

tached  parties,  we  were  fuddenly  fuprlzed  by\the 

arrival  of  a  brig  off  the  entrance  of  the  cove, 

under  Engliffi  colours.  A  fight  fo  uncommon, 

created  a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  caufe  that 

would  Induce  any  veffel  in  a  commercial  pur* 

fult,  (for  fo  file  appeared  to  be  employed)  to  vifit 

a  region  fo  defolate  and  Inhofpitable.  Our  fuf*  ^ 

« 

penfe,  however,  was  at  an  end  on  the  return  of 
Lieutenant  Baker,  who  informed  me  fhe  w^as  the 
Venus  belonging  to  Bengal,  of  110  tons  bur* 
then,  commanded  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  laft  from 
Nootka,  and  bound  on  a  trading  voyage  along 
thefe  fhores  ;  that  having  found  the  price  of 
fkins  fo  exorbitant  on  the  fea-coaft,  he  had -been  ■ 

induced 
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induced  to  try  this  Inland  navigation,  in  the 
hope  of  procuring  them  at  a  lefs  extravagant 
price.  By  him  we  received  the  plealant  tidings 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Daedalus  ftore-fhip,  laden 
with  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  our 
ufc ;  and  he  acquainted  Mr.  Baker  that  Sen’^ 
Quadra  was  waiting  with  the  greateft  impatience 
to  deliver  up  the  fettlement  and  territories  at 
Nootka.  But,  as  fortune  too  frequently  com¬ 
bines  difaftrous  circumftances  with  grateful  in¬ 
telligence,  Mr.  Shepherd  had  brought  with  him 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  New^  mailer  of  the 
Daedalus,  informing  me  of  a  moft  diftrefling  and 
melancholy  event.  Lieutenant  Hergeit  the  com¬ 
mander,  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aftronomer, 
with  one  of  the  feamen  belonging  to  the  Disda¬ 
ins,  had  been  murdered  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Woah  00,  whilft  on  fhore  procuring  water  at  that 
iiland.  A  circumftance  fo  much  to  be  deplored, 
and  fo  little  to  be  cxj)efted,  was  fincerely  la¬ 
mented  by  us  all,  and  fincerely  felt  by  myfelf, 
as  Mr.  Hergcft  had,  for  many  years,  been  my 
moft  intimate  friend  ;  he  was  a  moft  valuable 
character  ;  and  I  had  ever  efteemed  him  as  a  man 
not  lefs  deferving  my  refpecl  than  intitled  to  my 
regard.  The  lofs  of  Mr.  Gooch,  though  I  had 
not  the  plcafure  of  his  acquaintance,  w^ould  un¬ 
avoidably  be  materially  felt  in  the  icrvice  we  had 
to  execute  during  the  enfuing  part  of  our  ve>yage* 

For 
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For  although  Mr.  Whidbey,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  fome  of  our  young  gentlemen,  relieved 
me  of  confiderable  labour,  by  attending  to  nau¬ 
tical  aftronomy  ;  yet,  for  the  purpofe  of  expe¬ 
diting  this  arduous  fervice  on  which  we  were 
employed,  the  abfence  both  of  Mr.  Whldbey  and 
myfclf'  frequently  became  neceffary,  whilft  the 
flilps  remained  ftationary  for  fome  days,  in  fitu- 
ations  where  many  opportunities  might  occur 
of  making  various  aftronomical  obfervations  on 
fhore.  Although  we  were  compelled  to  appro¬ 
priate  fuch  time  to  thofe  purfuits  as  were  indif- 
penfibly  requifite  to  determine  the  portion  of 
different  points,  promontories  and  ftations,  yet 
we  had  little  leifure  for  making  fuch  mifcella- 
lieous  obfervations  as  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  curious,  or  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
aftronomy. 

The  weather  was  lefs  dlfaG:reeable  and  boifter- 

O 

ous  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the  18th,  when, 
to  our  great  fatlsfadlion,  the  launch  and  cutter 
returned,  without  having  met  with  any  accident, 
although  infinitely  fatigued  by  the  fe verity  of  the 
v/cather,  with  which  they  had  fo  long  contended. 

The  entrance  into  Smith’s  inlet  w^as  nearly 
clofed  by  rocky  iflets,  fome  producing  ftirubs  and 
fmall  trees,  others  none  ;  with  innumerable  rocks 
as  well  beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
rendering  it  a  very  intricate  and  dangerous  navi- 

VoL.  11.  Y  gation 
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gation  for  fhipping.  Within  the  illets  and  rocks 
the  northern  fhore  appeared  the  cleareft  ;  but 
the  oppofite  fide  could  not  be  approached  with¬ 
out  fome  difficulty,  not  only  from  the  numerous 
rocks,  but  from  a  great  oceanic  fvvell  occafioned 
by  the  prevailing  tempeftuous  weather.  From 
the  entrance  into  the  inlet,  whofe  north  point 
lies  from  its  fouth  point  N.  20  E.  about  a  league 
diftant,  they  found  it  extend,  nearly  in  an  eafi: 
diredlion,  about  fix  leagues ;  here  it  took  a  turn 
to  the  north-eaftward,  and  terminated  in  lati¬ 
tudes!^  24%  longitude  232^  47ik  About  three 
leagues  within  the  entrance,  the  rocks  and  iflets 
ccafed  to  exift,  and  the  inlet  contracted  to  a  ge¬ 
neral  width  of  about  half  a  mile;  though,  in 
particular  places,  it  wus  nearly  twice  that  dif- 
tance  from  fliore  to  Ihore  ;  both  of  which  wxre 
formed  by  high  rocky  precipices  covered  with 
wood. 


About  half  way  up  the  channel  a  village  of 
the  natives  was  difeevered,  which  our  gentlemen 
ipofcd  mio;:ht  contain  tw^o  hundred  or  two 


hundred  and  fifty  perfons.  It  was  built  upon  a 
detached  rock,  connected  t^  the  main  land  by  a 
platform,  and,  like  thofe  before  mentioned,  con- 
fdructed  for  defence.  A  great  number  of  its  in¬ 
habitants,  in  about  thirty  canoes,  vlfited  our 
party,  and  ufed  every  endeavour  they  thought 
likely  to  prevail  on  them  to  vifit  their  habitations. 

;  ^  ’  They 
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They  offered  the  fkins  of  the  fea-otter  and  other 
animals  to  barter  ;  and  befide  promifes  of  refrefh- 
ment,  made  figns  too  unequivocal  to  be  mifun- 
derftood,  that  the  female  part  of  their  fociety 
would  be  very  happy  in  the  pleafure  of  their 
company.  Having  no  leifure  to  comply  with 
thefe  repeated  felicitations,  the  civil  offers  of  the 
Indians  were  declined ;  and  the  party  continued 
their  route  back,  keeping  the  northern  or  conti¬ 
nental  fhore  on  board.  On  the  lOth  they  en¬ 
tered  another  opening,  about  a  league  to  the 
north  of  the  north  point  of  Smith’s  inlet.  The 
entrance  into  this  feemed  lefs  dangerous  than  the 
former ;  it  had,  however,  on  its  fouthern  fide, 
many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  ;  but  they  difeovered 
no  one  below  the  furface  of  the  water,  nor  any 
danger  that  could  not  eafily  be  avoided  ;  and,  by 
keeping  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance,  which 
is  about  half  a  league  acrofs,  a  fair  navigable  paf- 
fage  was  found  about  half  a  mile  wide,  between 
the  north  fhore  and  the  rocky  iflets  that  lie  off 
its  fouthern  fide.  Along  this  the  continent  was 
traced  about  a  league,  in  an  eaft  diredtion,  where 
the  opening  took  its  courfe  N.  1 5  E.  about  1 0 
miles,  and  terminated  in  latitude  5 42^  longi¬ 
tude  232*^  22^  About  a  league  and  a  half  fouth 
of  this  flation,  a  fmall  branch  extends  about  four 
miles  to  the  W*  N.  \V.  ;  and,  half  a  league  fur- 

Y  2  ther 
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ther  fouth,  another  ftretclies  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance  to  the  N*  E. 

In  this  inlet,  which  I  have  diftingulfhed  by 
the  name  of  Rivers’s  Channel,  the  land  con¬ 
tinued  of  a  more  moderate  height,  further  up, 
than  had  generally  been  found  to  be  the  cafe  : 
but  where  it  branched  oif  in  the  above  diredlions 
towards  its  head^  the  fhores  were  compofed  of 
high  fteep  rocky  mountains,  and,  like  Smith’s 
inlet,  and  many  other  channels  of  this  kind  that 
we  had  examined,  afforded  no  foundings  in  the 
middle  with  So  fathoms  of  line ;  though  in  the 
bays,  found  in  moft  of  them,  anchorage  may,  in  all 
probability,  be  procured.  Having  finally  exa¬ 
mined  thefe  branches,  they  returned,  by  a  very 
narrow  intricate  pafTage  on  the  northern  fhore, 
leading  through  an  immenfity  of  rocky  iilets  and 
rocks,  until  they  reached  Point  Addenbrooke, 
and  again  arrived  on  the  eaftern  fliore  of  Fitz- 
hugh’s  found  ;  making  the  land  they  had  palled, 
in  going  up  this  laft  inlet,  on  their  larboard  fide, 
an  iiland  about  fix  or  feven  miles  long.  The 
continental  fliore,  abreaft  of  this  ftation,  having 
been  fo  far  afeertained,  their  fupply  of  provifions 
being  exhaufted,  and  being  greatly  fatigued  by- 
the  inclement  weather,  they  returned  on  board 
without  proceeding  agreeably  to  my  original  de- 
fign  to  the  northern  extremity  allotted  to  their 
examination.  The  further  labour,  however,  of 

this^' 
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this  party,  I  deemed  unneceffary,  having  become 
perfectly  fatisfied  as  to  the  intermediate  fpace. 
Every  thing  was  therefore  diredled  to  be  taken 
from  the  fliore,  that  we  might  fail  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  towards  the  rendezvous  I  had  appointed  with 
Mr.  Johnftone, 

Since  my  return  from  the  laft  boat  expedition, 
J  had  fortunately  obtained,  during  the  few  fhort 
intervals  of  fair  weather  that  had  occurred,  fome 
tolerably  good  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  this  ftation.  The  former,  by  three 
meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  appeared  to  be 
51®  S2\  the  latter,  232®  3^  15^^ :  the  variation  of 
the  compafs,  1  7®  7^  eaftvvardly.  This  cove  is  at 
its  entrance,  the  points  of  which  lie  from  each 
other  N.  30  W.  and  30  E.,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  wide ;  and  from  thence,  to  its  head,  in  a 
direblion  S.  68  W.,  about  a  mile.  A  fmall  rock 
and  two  rocky  iflets  lie  oft  its  north  point  of  en¬ 
trance.  It  undoubtedly  bore  fome  refemblance 
at  firft  to  Mr.  Duncan’s  port  Safety ;  but  on  re¬ 
ference  to  particulars,  differed  very  materially. 
Mr.  Duncan  places  port  Safety  in  latitude  5 1  °  4 1 
and  in  his  Itetch  takes  no  notice  of  the  above- 
mentioned  iflets  and  rocks.  By  him  port  Safety 
is  recommended  as  a  very  proper  place  for  clean¬ 
ing  and  refitting  veifels ;  and  he  fays,  that  the 
oppofite  fhorc  is  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  miles 

Y  3  diftant. 
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dlftant.  We  however  found  the  oppofite  fliore 
within  a  league  of  us  ;  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  cove,  inftead  of  100  fathoms,  as  ftated  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  we  had  only  30  fathoms  water; 
decreafing  gradually  to  its  head,  the  w'hole  a  foft 
muddy  bottom,  and  confequently  very  improper 
for  the  operations  of  cleaning  or  repairing  veffels. 
Notwithftandinff  this  manlfeft  difa2;reement,  there 
were  thofe  amongft  us,  who  having  heard  Mr. 
Duncan’s  dlfcourfe  on  this  fubjedl,  infifiied  upon 
the  certainty  of  its  being  his  port  Safety.  In  this 
opinion  however,  .1  could  not  concur,  for  the 
obvious  reafons  above  ftated,  and  was  more  in¬ 
clined  to  fuppofe,  that  the  opening  I  had  feen 
when  in  the  boats  on  this  Ihore,  to  the  fouth  of 
that  which  led  to  fea,  was  Mr.  Duncan’s  port 
Safety,  as  that  correfponded  nearer  in  point  of 
latitude,  ar^d  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  port 

than  this  ftnall  cove  :  it  how^ever  is  the  firft  place 

*  \ 

that  affords  fafe  and  convenient  anchorage  on 
the  weftern  fhore,  w^ithin  the  fouth  entrance  intp 
Fitzhugh’s  found,  and  proved  a  comfortable  re¬ 
treat  to  us  from  the  dangerous  fituations  to  wdiich 
we  had  fo  recently  been  expofed.  Hence  I  havp 
diftingulflied  it  by  the  name  of  Safety  Cove^; 
and  have  only  further  to  add,  that  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  was  about  ten  feet,  and  that  it  is 
high  water  at  the  tipne  the  moon  paffes  the  mer 
^  ridiano 

i  ;  ■  .  •* 


1792.]  HOUND  THE  WORLD.  •  32/ 

ridlan.  The  fame  circumftances  refpcdling  the 
tides  were  obferved  by  thofe  employed  in  the 
boat  excurfions  from  this  ftation. 

In  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  IQth,  we  failed 
out  of  Safety  cove,  having  for  the  firft  time  fince 
the  commencement  of  theprefent  month,  aplea- 
fant  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  with  ferene  and  cheer¬ 
ful  weather.  About  eleven  o’clock  we  had  the 
gratification  of  being  joined  by  our  other  boat 
party ;  and  from  Mr.  Johnfrone  I  learned,  that 
about  four  miles  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  fpot  where 
I  had  quitted  them,  they  purfued  a  narrow  branch 
of  the  inlet  winding  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft- 
ward,  to  the  latitude  of  50^  5  7h  due  fouth  of  the 
place  of  our  feparation.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  detained  them  in  this  fituation  until  the 
3  5th,  when  they  purfued  the  main  branch  of  the 
inlet,  which  is  from  one  to  two  miles  broad,  in 
a  north -eafterly  diredion,  to  a  point  which  I 
called  by  the  nante  of  Point  Menzies,  after 
Mr.  Menzies  who  had  accompanied  me,  and  af¬ 
terwards  Mr.  Johnftone,  in  this  excurfion  ;  here 
the  inlet  divides  into  three  branches,  each  nearly 
as  wide  as  that  they  had  navigated.  The  firft 
led  to  the  N.  W.  the  fecond  to  the  northward, 
and  the  other  to  the  fouth.  Several  leagues  to 
the  S.  W.  of  point  Menzies,  the  water  had  af- 
fumed  a  pale  white  colour,  and  was  not  vi  ry  fait, 
'^hich  had  encouraged  them  to  pufh  forwa 'd  in 
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conftant  expeflation  of  finding  its  termincition  ; 
but  on  reaching  the  above  ftation,  all  hopes  in- 
tirely  vanifhed  of  carrying  their  refearches  further 
into  ‘execution,  having  extended  their  excurfion 
beyond  the  time  1  had  prefcribed,  and  the  period 
for  which  they  had  been  fupplled  with  provifiohs. 
Thefe  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  being  nearly 
expended,  Mr.  Johnftone  confidered  it  moft  pru¬ 
dent  to  decline  any  further  inveftigation,  and  to 
return  to  the  fiiips.  Thefe  they  reached  two 
days  afterwards,  almoft  exhaufted  w^ith  hunger 
and  fatigue. 

The  country  they  had  vifited  differed  in  no 
one  refpedt  from  the  general  appearance  we  had 
long  been  accuftomed  to,  nor  did  any  thing  oc¬ 
cur  to  vary  the  continual  famenefs,  or  chequer 
the  dreary  melancholy  feene  before  them,  if  we 
except  their  finding  near  the  conclufion  of  their 
examination,  a  c^noe  about  forty  feet  long,  hauled 
up  by  the  fide  of  a  miferable  hut,  near  which  was 
the  remains  of  a  fire  ftill  burning ;  indicating  the 
vicinity  of  fome  human  beings,  for  whom  they 
left  in  the  canoe  fome  copper,  nails,  and  other 
trifles;  thefe  on  their  return  were  found  in  the 
fame  ftate,  without  any  appearance  of  the  canoe 
or  hut  having  been  vifited  in‘ their  abfence  ;  but 
concluding  the  natives  could  not  be  far' removed, 
they  added  a  lew  more  articles  to  their  former 
donation.  The  foil  in  this  place  was  principally 

compofed 
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compofed  of  roots,  leaves,  and  other  decayed  ve¬ 
getable  matter,  and  the  fire  that  had  been  kin¬ 
dled,  had  caught  this  fubftancc,  and  made  con- 
fidcrable  progrefs  on  the  furface. 

Had  Mr.  Johnftone  found  a  termination  to  the 
inlet  under  his  examination,  I  fiiould  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  main  arm  of  this  found  to  the 
northward  along  the  fiiore  of  the  continent,  in 
queft  of  a  more  northerly  paflage'  to  fea ;  but 'as 
that  had  not  been'effefted,  I  purfued  that  which 
I  had  fecn  from  the  boats  leading  to  the  weft- 
ward  through  Calvert’s  iflan'ds ;  being  now  fe- 
folved,  in  cbnfequence  of  the  intelligence  I  had 
received  from  Nootka,  to  abandon  the  northern 
furvey  of  the  continental  flrore  for  the  prefent 
feafon.  This  I  had  otherwlfe  intended  to  have 
continued  at  leaf!:  a  month  longer  ;  but  as  the 
diftreffing  event  of  Mr.  Hergeft’s  death  nccefla- 
rily  demanded  my  prefence  in  the  execution  of 
HlsMajefty’s  commands  at  Nootka,  I  determined 
to  repair  thither  immediately.  This  determina¬ 
tion  favored  alfo  another  defign  I  much  wiflied 
to  execute,  namely,  that  of  extending  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  coaft  this  autumn,  fouthward  from 
cape  Mendocino,  to  the  fouthernmoft  point  of 
our  intended  inveftigations  in  this  hemifphere. 
Kaving  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
refult  of  our  fummer’s  employment,  as  it  had  by 
the  concurrence  of  the  moft  fortunate  circum- 
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fiances  enabled  us  finally  to  trace  and  determine 
the  weflcrn  continental  fliore  of  North  America, 
with  all  its  various  turnings,  windings,  numerous 
arms,  inlets,  creeks,  bays,  &c.  &c.  from  the  la¬ 
titude  of  3Q°5^  longitude  235°  30^  to  point 
Menzies,  in  latitude  52°  18^  longitude  232°  55''; 
we  took  our  leave  of  thefe  northern  folitary  re¬ 
gions,  whofe  broken  appearance  prefented  a  profr 
pedl  of  abundant  employment  for  the  enfuing 
feafon,  and  directed  our  route  through  the  paf- 
fage  above-mentioned,  in  order  to  make  the  heft 
of  our  way  towards  Nootka. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Pajjage  from  FitzhugJi  s  Somtd  to  Nootka- — Arrival 
m  Friendly  Cove — Tranfauilons  ihcre^  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  refpedihig  the  Cefion  of  Nootka — Re¬ 
marks  on  the  Commerce  of  North-weji  America — ^ 
Afronomlcal  Ohfervations, 


'J'AVING  on  Sunday  the  JQth  dircdled  our 

A  courfe  towards  a  paflage,  which  appeared 

to  lead  to  the  ocean  as  Rated  in  the  lari:  chapter^ 

its  N,  E.  point  of  entrance  w^as  found  to  be  fitu- 

ated  in  latitude  5  C  45'',  longitude  232°  F  ;  foutli 

of  this  point  lies  a  funken  rock,  which  though 

near  the  Riore  is  dangerous,  being  vifible  at  low 

tide  only  by  the  furf  that  breaks  upon  it.  In 

turning  into  the  channel  wc  mull:  have  paflcd 

twice  very  near  it,  but  did  not  difcover  It  until 

we  were  fome  diftance  beyond  it;  and  had  not 

light  baffling  winds  retarded  our  progrefs,  it 

would  have  efcaped  our  notice.  From  the  point 

above-mentioned  the  paifage  extends  S.  Go  W. 

about  fcven  miles  ;  its  northern  fhore  iscompofed 

of  rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  ,wdth  fomie  fcattered 

rocks  lying  off  its  fouthern  fflore  :  between  thefe 

and  the  rocky  iflets  is  the  paffage,  generally  from 

* 

one 
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one  to  two  miles  wide,  without  any  apparent  ob- 
ftrudllon,  yet  it  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the 
want  of  foundings,  as  within  50  and  loo  yards 
of  the  fliore,  on  either  fide,  no  bottom  could  be 
obtained,  with  150  fathoms  of  line.  In  this  very 
difagreeable  fituation  we  were  detained  by  faint 
unfteady  winds  until  eleven  at  night,  when,  by 
the  affiftance  of  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  we 
Teach ed  the  ocean,  and  Hood  to  the  fouth- weft- 
ward. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  20th,  w-as  very 
unpleafant ;  frefli  fqualls  from  the  S.  E.  attended 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  continued  until  noon 
■the  follov/lng  day,  Tuefday  the  2lft,  when  it 
cleared  up,  and  we  faw  Scot's  ifland,  bearing  S. 
22  E.  about  feven  leas'ues  dlftant.  The  wind 
during  the  day  w’as  light  and  variable,  though  at¬ 
tended  with'  fair  weather  ;  in  the  evening  it  feem- 
ed  fixed  at  S.  S.  W.  when,  not  being  able  to 
pafs  to  windward  of  Scot’s  iflands,  our  courfe  was 
diredled^to  the  north  of  them,  tow^ards  cape  Scot, 
having  foundings  and  a  foft  muddy Tottom  at  the 
depth  of  eighty  and  ninety  fathoms,  until  about 
nine  in  the  evening,  when  the  w^atcr  fuddenly 
•fhoale'd  from  fixty  to  feventeen  fathoms,  and  the 
bottom  became  rocky.  On  this  w^e  inftantly 
ftood  bach  to  the  wxftward,  left  we  fliould  ap¬ 
proach  fome  danger,  but  we  did  not  perceive 
either  breakers  or  fiioals,  althoueh  the  niidit  was 
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ftlll  and  clear.  Thefe  foundings  were  from  the 
wefternmoft  of  Scot’s  iflands  N.  1 8  E.  about  five 

I 

leagues ;  from  this  circumftance,  and  from  the 
dlftant  rocks  and  llioals  we  faw  extending  from 
the  fhores  of  Calvert’s  ifiands,  it  is  highly  necef* 
fary  that  the  fpace  between  Calvert’s  and  Scot’s 
i’flands  fliould  be  navigated  with  great  caution. 

We  were  detained  about  Scot’s  iflands  by  light 
variable  winds  until  Friday  the  34th,  when  we 
paflcd  to  the  fouth  of  them,  and  continued  to  the 
eaftw^ard  along  their  fouthern  fliores. 

The  wefternmoft  of  them  is  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  50^  52^  longitude  231^  2\  The  group  coii- 
fifts  ot  three  fmali  and  almoft  barren  ifiands,  with 
many  fmali  rocks  and  breakers  about  them.  Weft 
from  the  w^efternmoft  of  them,  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extends  about  two  miles,  and  fouth  of  it  is  another 
about  a  league  diftant.  The  eafternmoft  of  Scot’s 
ifiands  being  much  larger  than  the  reft,  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  fame  to  which  Mr.  Hanna  gave  the 
name  of  Cox’s  ifland  by  others  of  the  traders 
it  has  been  reprefented  as  a  part  of  the  main  ;  this 
is  certainly  wnong,  and  as  Mr.  Hanna’s  chart  is 
very  erroneous,  even  in  point  of  latitude,  no  cer¬ 
tain  conelufion  can  be  drawn. 

The  wdnd,  which  was  from  the  w^eftward,  was 
fo  light,  that  it  was  not  until  the  forenoon  of  Sa¬ 
turday  the  25th,  that  we  paif:d  the  N.  W.  point 

of 
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of  the  large  ifland,  which  forms  the  fouth  and 
w'eftern  fliores  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia  and  Queen 
Charlotte’s  found.  This  point  (called  by  former 
vifitors  Cape  Scott”)  is  fituated  in  latitude  50° 
48^  longitude  231'"  40^,  and  with  the  eaftcrnmoft 
of  Scot’s  illands,  forms  a  palTage  w  hich  appears 
to  be  about  four  miles  wide.  About  cape  Scot 
the  land  is  compofed  of  hills  of  moderate  height, 
though  'to  the  fouth-eaftward  it  foon  becomes 
very  mountainous,  and  at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
four  leagues  appeared  to  be  much  broken  and  to 
form  many  inlets,  coves,  and  harbours,  all  the 
way  to  Woody  point,  which  we  pafTed  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  within  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles; 

It  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°  5b  longitude  232°  1  7^ 
Weft  from  it  lies  a  fmall  rocky  iflet  about  half  a 
league  diftant,  and  another  larger  one  lying 
N.  28  V/.  about  a  league  from  the  north  part  ot 
the  point,  which  is  an  extenfivc  and  projedling 
promontory. 

From  Woody  point  as  wc  failed  along  the 
Ihore  to  the  eaft  ward,  we  favv  feveral  openings  in 
the  land,  w'hich  was  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  us,  that  appeared  like  coves  and  harbours. 
Innumerable  rocky  iilets  and  rocks  lined  the 
fliores,  which  as  w^e  advanced  became  lows  but  / 
the  country  behind  fwelled  into  hills  of  corifider-^ 
able  height  divided  by  many  valleys;  beyond 

thefe 
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thefe  it  rofe  to  mountains  fo  elevated,  that  even 
at  this  feafon”  of  the  year  many  patches  of  fnow 
were  yet  undiffolved. 

As  I  intended  to  afcertain  the  outline  of  the 
coaft  from  hence  down  to  Nootka ;  at  dark  we 
brought  to,  about  fix  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Woody  point,  in  expectation  of  accomplifhing 
this  defign  the  following  day,  but  in  this  I  w^as 
difappointed ;  the  N.  W.  wind  was  fucceeded 
by  light  winds,  which  continued  until  the  after¬ 
noon  of  Tuefday  the  28th,  and  prevented  in  the 
prefent  inftance  my  acquiring  fuch  authority  as  I 
deemed  necefl'ary  for  delineating  this  part  of  the 
coaft. 

Foggy  weather  during  the  forenoon  precluded 
us  the  advantage  of  fteering  for  Nootka  with  the 
favorable  wind  that  prevailed  from  the  N.  W. 
but  on  its  clearing  away  about  two  w^c  fteered 
for  that  port.  On  reaching  its  entrance  we  were 
vifited  by  a  Spanifli  officer,  who  brought  a  pilot 
to  conduft  theveffel  to  anchorage  iiiFriendlvcove, 
where  we  found  riding  his  Catholic  Majcfty’s 
brig  the  Adtive,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 
Sen''  Don  Juan  Francifeo  de  la  Bodega  y  Quadra, 
commandant  of  the  marine  cftablilhmcnt  of  St. 
Bias  and  California. 

The  Chatham,  by  the  partial  clearing  of  the 
foa:»  had  found  her  way  in  fome  time  before  us: 
the  Daedalus  ftore  flip,  and  a  fmall  merchant 
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bxig  called  the  Th  rcG  Brothers  of  London,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Alder  of  the  navy,  were 
alfo  there  at  anchor. 

As  Sen"  Quadra  refided  on  fhore,  I  fcrit  Mr. 
Puget  to  acquaint  him  with  our  arrival,  and  to 
fay,  that  I  would  faiute  the  Spaniili  flag,  if  he 
would  return  an  equal  number  of  guns.  On  re¬ 
ceiving  a  very  polite  aiiAver  in  the  afSrmative, 
we  fainted  with  thirteen  guns,  which  were  re¬ 
turned,  and  on  my  going  on  fliore  accompanied 
by  fome  of  the  officers,  we  had  the  honor  of  being 
received  with  the  grcatcfl  cordiality  and  attention 
from  the  commandant,  who  informed  me  he 
would  return  our  vifit  the  next  morning. 

Agreeably  to  his  engagement,  Sear  Quadra 
wdth  feveral  of  his  officers  came  on  board  the  Dlf- 
covery,ori  Wednefday  the  29th,  where  they  break- 
fafted,  and  were  faluted  with  thirteen,  guns  on 
their  arrival  and  departure  ;  the  day  was  after¬ 
wards  fpent  in'  ceremonious  offices  of  civility, 
W'ith  much  harmony  and  fcftivity.  As  many 
officers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  vclTels  with 
myfclf  dined  v/lth  Seffi  Quadra,  and  were  grati¬ 
fied  with  a  repaft  w^e  had  lately  been  little  ac- 
cuftomed  to,  or  had  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  meet- 

A 

ing  with  at  this  place.  A  dinner  of  five  courfes, 
confifting  of  a  fupcrfliiity  of  the  befi;  provifions^ 
w^as  ferved  with  great  elegance  ;  a  royal  faiute 
v/as  fired  on  drijiking  health  to  the  fovereigns  of 
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England  and  Spain,  and  a  falute  of  feventeen  guns 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  fervice  in  which  the  Difco- 
very  and  Chatham  were  engaged. 

Maquhma,  who  was  prefent  on  this  occafion^ 
had  early  in  the  morning,  from  being  unknowm 
to  us,  been  prevented  coming  on  board  the  Dis¬ 
covery  by  the  centlnels  and  the  officer  on  deck, 
as  there  was  not  in  his  appearance  the  fmalleft 
indication  of  his  fuperior  rank.  Of  this  indignity 
he  had  complained  in  a  moft  angry  manner  to 
Sen*"  Quadra,  who  very  obligingly  found  means  to 
footh  him  ;  and  after  receiving  Some  prefents  of 
blue  cloth,  copper,  &c.  at  breakfaft  time  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  Satisfied  of  our  friendly  intentions  : 
but  no  fooner  had  he  drank  a  few^  glafiTes  of  wine, 
than  he  renewed  the  fubjed:,  regretted  the  Spa¬ 
niards  w^ere  about  to  quit  the  place,  and  afiferted 
that  we  fliould  prefently  give  it  up  to  Some  other 
nation  ;  by  wdiich  means  himfelf  and  his  people 
would  be  conftantly  difturbed  and  harafl'ed  by 
new  mafiiers.  SeiV  Quadra  took  much  pains  to 
explain  that  it  was  our  ignorance  of  his  perfon 
which  had  occafioned  the  miftake,  and  that  him¬ 
felf  and  fubjeds  w^ould  be  as  kindly  treated  by 
the  Englifh  as  they  had  been  by  the  Spaniards, 
He  feemed  at  length  convinced  by  Sen*"  Quadra’s 
arguments,  and  became  reconciled  by  his  allur- 
ances  that  his  fears  were  groundlefs.  On  this 
occafion  I  could  not  help  obferying  with  a  mix- 
VoL.  II,  Z  ture 
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ture  of  furprize  and  pleafurC;,  how  inuch  the 
Spaniards  had  fucceeded  in  gaining  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  and  confidence  of  thefe  people;  together 
with  the  very  orderly  behaviour,  fo  confpicuoufly 
evident  in  their  conduft  towards  the  Spaniards 
on  all  occafions. 

The  tents,  obfervatory,  chronometers,  inflru- 
ments,  &c.  were  fent  on  fliore  the  following  day^ 
Thurfday  the  30th,  and  all  hands  w^ere  bufily  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  feveral  neceffary  duties  of  the  fhip, 
fuch  as  caulking,  overhauling  the  rigging  and 
fails,  cleaning  the  hold  and  bread-room  for  the 
reception  of  ftores  and  provlfions.  The  boa,ts, 
in  confcq  aence  of  the  fervices  they  had  performed 
during  the  flimmer,,  were  in  want  of  much  re¬ 
pair,  and  W'Cre  hauled  on  lliore  for  that  purpofe. 

From  the  unfortunate  death  of  Lieutenant 
Richard  Hergeft,  late  agent  to  the  Djndalus,  I 
confidcred  it  expedient  that  an  officer  ffiould  be 
appointed  to  that  ftore-fhip,  and  I  therefore  nomi¬ 
nated  Lieutenant  James  Hanfonof  the  Chatham 
to  that  office  ;  Mr.  James  Johnftone,  m after  of 
the  Chatham,  1  appointed  to  the  vacant  lieute¬ 
nancy  ;  and  Mr.  Spelman  Sw^aine,  one  of  my 
mates,  to  be  mafter  in  the  Chatham. 

In  the  forenoon  I  reeeived  an  official  letter  from 
Sen’’  Quadra  refpefting  the  reftitution  of  this 
place,  w  ith  feveral  copies  of  a  correfpondence  re- 
fulting  from  the  inquiries  he  had  made  during 

his 
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his  refidence  here,  refpedllng  the  Englifli  eftab- 
llfliments  on  the  coaft,  at  the  time  the  Britifh. 
veffels  were  captured,  and  the  Spaniards  efFe6i:ed 
an  eftabliftiment  at  Nootka.  On  this  occafion  I 
confidered  myfelf  very  fortunate  in  finding  a 
young  gentleman  (Mr.  Dobfon)  on  board  the 
ftore-ihip,  who  fpoke  and  tranflated  the  Spanifli 
language  very  accurately,  and  who  politely  offered 
me  his  fervices. 

The  Chatham  was  hauled  on  fhore  the  next 
day  to  examine  her  bottom,  and  to  repair  the  da¬ 
mage  file  had  fuftained  by  getting  a-ground.  A 
part  of  the  gripe,  a  piece  of  the  fore-foot  with 
part  of  the  main,  and  falfe  keels,  were  broken 
off,  and  fome  of  the  copper  was  torn  away  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places. 

Senr^  Galiano  and  Valdes  arrived  the  following 
day,  Saturday,  September  the  ift,  from  the  gulf 
of  Georgia ;  they  had  purfued  a  route  through 
Queen  Charlotte’s  found  to  the  fouthward  of  that 
which  we  had  navigated,  and  obligingly  favored 
me  with  a  copy  of  their  furvey  of  it. 

.  Mr.  Dobfon  having  tranflated  Sen''  Quadra’s 
letter  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  Sen*"  Quadra  had,  after  his  arrival  at 
Nootka  in  April,  1702,  commiffioned  all  the  vef¬ 
fels  under  his  command  to  infpedl  the  coafi; ;  in 
order  that  the  proper  limits  to  be  propofed  in  the 
reftitution  of  thcfe  territories  might  be  afcer- 

Z  2  tained, 
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taiiicd,  and  that  the  feveral  commanders  mia:ht 
inform  themfelYes  of  all  the  matters  and  circum- 
ftances  that  preceded  the  capture  of  the  Argo¬ 
naut  and  Princefs^  Royal  merchantmen  in  the 
year  1  789. 

Sen’'  Quadra  Rated,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
had  expended  large  fums  in  fuftalning  the  de¬ 
partment  of  St.  Bias,  with  the  foie  view  of  its 
being  an  auxiliary  to  other  efiiablifliments  wRich 
were  then  in  contemplation  of  being  formed. 
That  Nootka  was  feen  in  the  year  1  7/4,  and  in 
1775  poffeffion  was  taken  2^  to  the  fouth,  and 

to  the  north  of  it ;  and  as  in  this  fpace  Don 

Efiievan  Jofeph  Martinez  found  no  kind  of  ellab- 

lifiiment  whatever,  th^t  therefore  no  one  ftould 

take  it  ill  that  he  (Martinez)  Riould  difpute  his 

prior  right  to  the  port.  Under  the  orders  of  the 

viceroy  oi  New  Spain,  Martinez  entered  Nootka, 

and  took  poffeffion  the  5th  of  May,  178Q,  with 

vifible  demonftrations  of  joy  in  the  Indians  ;  and 

/ 

afterwards  fortified  the  place,  wfithout  any  objec¬ 
tion  being  made  on  the  part  of  a  Portuguefe 
commander  of  a  trading  brig  called  the  Ephige- 
nia,  then  in  the  cove.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Wafnington  American  veffels,  he 
examined  their  papers  and  paffports,  as  he  had 
before  done  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and  difap- 
proving  fome  expreffions  contained  in  thofe  of 
the  Columbia,  Rie  was  detained  until  an  expla¬ 
nation 
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nation  took  place,  when  Die  was  releafed.  The 
Englifh  fchooner  North  Weft  America,  and  floop 
Princefs  Royal  arrived  foon  afterwards,  and  were 
permitted  to  depart,  after  receiving  the  moft 
friendly  attention.  Captain  Colnett,  command¬ 
ing  the  Englifh  veflel  Argonaut,  fearing  to  enter, 
the  Spaniards  viiitcd  him,  and  his  fears  vaniflied; 
but  as  Captain  Colnett  did  not  confine  his  views 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  wifhed  to 
fortify  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifti  an  Englifli  fac- 
torv,  Martinez  arrcfted  him  and  fent  him  to  St. 
Bias.  The  like  condudl  was  obferved  towards 
Thomas  Hudfon,  wRo  commanded  the  Princefs 
Royal,  on  his  return  to  Nootka.  The  veflbls  of 
both  w'ere  detained. 

This  was  the  real  fituation  of  things,  fays  Sen"^ 
Quadra,  who  offers  to  demonftrate  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  manner  that  the  injuries,  prejudices, 
and  ufurpations,  as  reprefented  by  Captain  Meares, 
Vvxre  chimerical :  that  Martinez  had  no  orders  to 
make  prize  of  any  veffels,  nor  did  he  break  the 
treaty  of  peace,  or  violate  the  laws  of  hofpitality  : 
that  the  natives  will  affirm,  and  that  the  docu¬ 
ments  accompanying  his  letter  will  prove,  that 
Mr.  Meares  had  no  other  habitation  on  the  fliores 
of  Nootka  than  a  fmall  hut,  which  he  abandoned 
when  he  left  the  place,  and  which  did  not  exift 
on  the  arrival  of  Martinez :  that  he  bought  no 

Z  3  land 
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land  of  the  chiefs  of  the  adjacent  villages ;  that 
the  Ephigenia  did  not  belong  to  the  Englifli ; 
that  Martinez  did  not  take  or  detain  the  leaft 
part  of  her  cargo ;  and  that  Mr.  Colnett  was 
treated  with  the  greateft  diftinflion  at  St.  Bias, 
and  his  officers  and  crew  received  the  wages  of 
the  Spaniffi  navy  for  the  time  of  their  detention: 

‘  that  the  veifel  and  cargo  were  reflored,  and  that 
Mr.  Colnett  obtained  a  great  number  of  fkins  on 
his  return  to  Nootka. 

Thefe  circumftances  duly  confidered,  adds  Sen* 
Quadra,  it  is  evident  that  Spain  has  nothing  to 
deliver  up,  nor  damage  to  make  good  ;  but  that 
as  he  was  defirous  of  removing  every  obftacle  to 
the  eftabliffiment  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
he  was  ready,  without  prejudice  to  the  legitimate 
right  of  Spain,  to  cede  to  England  the  houfes, 
offices,  and  gardens,  that  had  with  fo  much  la¬ 
bour  been  ere£ted  and  cultivated,  and  that  him- 
felf  would  retire  to  Fuca  obferving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  Nootka  ought  to  be  the  laft  or 
moft  northwardly  Spaniffi  fettlement,  that  there 
the  dividing  point  ffiould  be  fixed,  and  that  from 
thence  to  the  northward  ffiould  be  free  for  en¬ 
trance,  ufe  and  commerce  to  both  parties,  con¬ 
formably  with  the  fifth  article  of  the  convention; 


Meaning  an  ellablifliment  they  had  in  the  entrance  of 
De  Fuca’s  Itraits. 
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that  eftablifti merits  fhould  not  be  formed  with¬ 
out  permiffion  of  the  refpedlve  courts,  and  that 
the  Englifh  fiiould  not  pafs  to  the  fouth  of  Fuca. 

After  enumerating  thefe  particulars,  SeiF  Qua¬ 
dra  concludes  his  letter  by  expreffing,  That  if  I 
fhould  find  any  difficulty  in  reconciling  what  he 
had  propofed,  or  if  I  fhould  have  any  other  ho¬ 
nourable  medium  to  offer  that  might  be  the 
means  of  terminating  this  negociation,  and  fe- 
cure  the  defined  peace,  he  begged  I  w^ould  com¬ 
municate  it  to  him. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  letter  were 
copies  of  a  correfpondence  between  Sen"  Quadra 
and  Don  Franclfco  Jofeph  De  Viana,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Ephigenia ;  Mr.  Robert  Gray  and 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  commanders  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Wafhlngton  ;  from  all  of  whom  Seff 
Quadra  appears  to  have  folicited  every  informa¬ 
tion  refpefting  the  tranfadlions  at  Nootka,  pre- 
vioufly  to  his  arrival,  and  the  reafons  which  in¬ 
duced  Mr.  Meares  to  reprefent  things  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  Don  Eftevan  Jofeph  Martinez.  The 
Portuguefe  captain  briefly  fets  forth,  that  his 
veffel  was  feized,  and  that  he  was  made  prifoner 
by  Don  Martinez ;  during  his  captivity  he  was 
very  well  treated,  and  on  his  being  liberated,  his 
veficl  and  cargo  were  completely  reftored,  and  he 
was  turnifhed  with  whatever  provifions  and  fup- 
pHes  he  required.  He  alfo  ftates,  that  when  Don 
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Martinez  entered  Nootka,  there  was  not  the 
leaft  remains  of  a  houfe  belonging  to  the  Englifh. 

Sen''  Quadra  had  addreffed  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr. 
Ingraham  jointly,  and  confequently  they  both 
replied  to  him  in  the  fame  way.  Thefe  gentle¬ 
men  ftate,  that  on  the  arrival  of  Don  Eftevan 
Jofeph  Martinez,  in  Friendly  cove,  the  5th  of 
May,  1789^  he  found  there  the  Ephigenia  only  ; 
the  Columbia  being  at  that  time  fix  miles  up  the 
found  at  Mahwinna  ;  the  Wafliington  and  North 
Wefi  America  being  then  on  a  cruize.  Mar¬ 
tinez  demanded  the  papers  of  each  veffel,  and 
their  reafons  why  they  were  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
found,  alledging  that  it  belonged  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty.  Captain  Viana,  of  the  Portuguefe  vef¬ 
fel,  anfwxred,  that  he  had  put  in  there  in  dif- 
trefs  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Captain  Meares  from 
Macao,  who  was  daily  expefted  with  fupplies, 
and  that  on  his  receiving  them  he  fhould  depart; 
that  Captain  Meares  had  failed  from  Nootka  in 
3788,  under  the  colours  of  Portugal,  had  a  Por¬ 
tuguese  captain  with  him  on  board,  and  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  with  him  in  the  fame  velTel, 
which,  with  the  Ephigenia,  belonged  to  a  mer¬ 
chant  at  Macao.  The  Ephigenia  w  anting  pro- 
vlfions  and  ftores,  the  fame  were  fupplied  by 
Martinez,  who  feeming  fatisfied  with  the  anfwers 
which  he  had  received  from  the  feveral  com¬ 
manders,  not  the  leaft  mifunderftanding  was  fuf- 
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pe6led.  On  the  loth  of  May  arrived  the  Carlos 
Spanifh  fhip,  Captain  Arro,  and  on  the  follow- 
day  Martinez  captured  the  Ephigenia,  and  his 
reafon  affigned  for  fo  doing,  as  thefe  gentlemen 
widerjioody  was,  that  in  the  Portugucfe  inftruc- 
tions,  they  (the  Portuguefe)  were  ordered  to  cap¬ 
ture  any  Englifh,  Spanifh,  or  Ruffian  veffel  they 
might  meet  on  the  N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  and 
could  take.  This  w^as  afterwards  faid  to  have  been 
a  miftake,  originating  in  a  want  of  due  knowledge 
in  reading  the  Portuguefe  language.  The  veffel 
and  cargo  were  liberated,  and  Martinez  fupplied 
the  Ephigenia’s  wants  from  the  Princeffa,  en¬ 
abling  her,  by  fo  doing,  to  profecute  her  voyage, 
without  w^aiting  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Meares. 
They  then  proceeded  to  Rate  that,  on  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Columbia  in  the  year  1  788,  there  was 
a  houfe,  or  rather  a  hut,  made  by  the  Indians, 
confifting  of  rough  pofts  covered  with  boards ; 
this  was  pulled  down  the  fame  year,  the  boards 
were  taken  on  board  the  Ephigenia,  and  the  roof 
w^as  given  to  Captain  Kendrick,  fo  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Martinez  in  May,  1789,  there  was  no 
veftige  of  any  houfe  remaining.  That  Mr.  Meares 
had  no  houfe,  and  as  to  land,  they  had  never 
heard,  although  they  had  remained  nine  months 
amongft  the  natives,  that  he  had  ever  purchafed 
any  in  Nootka  found.  From  Maqutnna  and  other 
chiefs  they  had  underftood;  that  Mr.  Kendrick 

^  w^as 
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■was  the  only  perfon  to  whom  they  had  ever  fold 
any  land. 

Thefc  gentlemen  ftated,  that  the  North  Weft 
America  arrived  the  8th  of  June,  and  that  on  the 
following  day  the  Spaniards  took  pofleffion  of 
her;  ten  days  afterw^ards  came  the  Princefs  Iloyal, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Hudfon  from  Macao,  who 
brought  the  news  of  the  failure  of  the  merchant 
at  Macao,  to  whom  the  Ephigenia  and  other 
velTcls  belonged.  That  Martinez  aftis^ned  this  as 
a  reafon  for  his  capturing  the  North  Weft  Ame¬ 
rica,  (although  ■file  w^as  feized  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Princefs  Royal)  that  he  had  detained  her 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  her  ownier  in  favor  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty.  That  Captain  Hudfon,  after  having  been 
treated  wnth  the  kindeft  attention  bv  the  com- 
modore  and  his  officers,  failed  with  the  Princefs 
Royal  from  Nootka,  the  2d  of  July ;  and  that 
the  fame  evening  arrived  the  Argonaut,  Captain 
Colnett. 

Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Ingraham  ftate  alfo,  that 

they  heard  Mr.  Colnett  inform  Don  Martinez 

•< 

that  he  had  come  to  hoift  the  Britifh  flasr,  and 
to  take  formal  polTcffion  of  Nootka  ;  and  that,  in 
conjundfion  wdth  Mr.  Mearcs  and  fome  other 
Engllfh  gentlemen  at  Macao,  he  had  concluded 
to  eredl  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony.  To  this  the 
Spanlffi  commodore  replied,  That  he  had  taken 

pofTeffion 
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poffeffion  already  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty.  Captain  Colnett  then  afked,  if  he 
lliould  be  prevented  from  building  a  houfe  in 
the  port  ?  The  commodore  replied.  That  he  was 
at  liberty  to  eredl  a  tent,  to  w^ood  and  to  water, 
after  which  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  depart 
when  he  pleafed.  Captain  Colnett  faid  that  was 
not  what  he  wanted,  that  his  objedl  was  to  build 
a  block“houfe,  ered:  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony  for 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  To  this  Don  Mar¬ 
tinez  anfwered,  No ;  that  in  his  acceding  to 
fuch  a  propofal  he  ihould  violate  the  orders  of 
his  king,  relinqulili  the  Spaniards’  claim  to  the 
coaft,  and  rifk  the  lofmg  of  his  commiffion.  Ee- 
fide  which  the /commodore  ftated,  that  Mr.  Col- 
nett’s  veffel  did  not  belong  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  nor  was  Mr.  Colnett  invefted  with 
powers  to  tranfadl  any  fuch  public  bufmefs. 
Captain  Colnett  replied.  That  he  w^as  a  king’s 
officer ;  but  Don  Martinez  obferved.  That  his 
being  on  half-pay,  and  in  the  merchants’  fcrvice, 
rendered  his  commiffion  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britiffi  navy  of  no  confequence  in  the  prefent 
bufmefs.  In  converfation  afterwards  on  this  fub- 
jed:,  as  we  were  informed,  (fay  thefe  gentlemen) 
for  we  were  not  prefent  during  this  tranfadion, 
fome  difpute  arofe  in  the  Princeffa’s  cabin ;  on 
which  Don  Martinez  ordered  the  Argonaut  to 
be  feized.  Soon  after  this  the  Princefs  Royal  re¬ 
turned. 
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turned,  and,  as  belonging  to  the  fame  company^ 
the  commodore  took  pofieffioii  of  her  alio.  With 
refpecl  to  their  treatment  Vv/hilft  prifoncrs,  thefe 
^rentlemen  fay,  That  although  they  have  not 
read  Mr.  Meares’s  publication,  they  think  it  im~ 
poffible  that  the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  Argo¬ 
naut  can  be  backward  in  confeffing,  that  Sen*^ 
Don  Eftevan  Martinez  always  treated  them  kind- 
]y,  and  confidently  with  the  charadter  of  gentle¬ 
men.^  They  further  date,  That  the  captain, 
officers  and  crew  of  the  North  Wed  America 
were  carried  by  them  to  China,  with  one  hun¬ 
dred  fea-otter  iTlns,  valued  at  four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fevcnty-five  dollars,  which 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Meares  as  his  property. 

To  Sen*"  Quadra’s  letter  of  the  29th  of  Au- 
gud,  I  replied  to  the  following  effedl :  That  I 
did  not  confider  myfelf  authorized  to  enter  into 
a  retrofpecdive  difcufiion  on  the  refpedtive  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  the  court  of  Spain  or  England, 
touching  the  wedern  coads  of  America,  and 
iflands  adjacent,  to  the  northward  of  California, 

I 

That  fubjedl  having  undergone  a  full  invediga- 
tion,  and  having  been  mutually  agreed  upon  and 
fettled  by  the  miniders  of  the  refpcdlive  courts, 
as  appeared  by  the  convention  qf  the  28th  of 

Some  circumftances  in  contradiction  to  the  whole  of 
thefe  evidences,  which  afterwards  came  to  mv  knowledge, 
will  appear  in  a  future  chapter. 
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Oftobcr,  1790?  cind  Count  Florida  Blanca’s  let¬ 
ter  of  the  12th  of  May,  179C  I  confidered  any 
interference,  on  my  part,  to  be  incompatible  with 

r 

my  comrnilTion,  being  invefted  with  powers  only 
to  receive  the  territories  which,  according  to  the 
firft  article  of  the  convention.  Sen**  Quadra  was 
authorized  to  refliore  and  to  put  m.e  in  poffeffioii 
of,  viz.  the  bulJdhigs  and  dijiridis,  parcels  of 
la7td  zvhtcJi  '  were  occupied  by  the  fubjedis  of  his 
Brlta7inlc  Majefy  In  April,  1789?  as  well  in  the 
port  of  Nootka  or  of  St.  LawVence,  as  in  the  other ^ 
f aid  to  be  called  Fort  Cox,  and  to  be  ftuated 
about  lO  leagues  di/iant  from  the  former  to  the 
foutliwardF )  That  agreeably  to  the  exprefs 

w^ords  of  the  fifth  article  in  the  fald  convention. 
It  is  agreed.  That,  as  well  in  the  places  that  are 
to  be  ref  ore  d  to  the  Britifi  fubjedis  by  virtue  of 
the  frf  article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  north-' 
wefern  coaft  of  North  America,  or  of  the  ifands 
adjacent,  ftuated  to  the  north  of  the  parts  of  the 
f aid  coaf  already  occupied  by  Spain,  zvherever 
the  fubjedis  of  either  of  the  two  powers  fiall  have 
made  fettlements  fnce  the  month  of  April,  1/89, 
or  fiall  hereafter  make,  any  of  the  fubjedis  of  the 
other  fiall  have  free  accefs,  and  fiall  -carry  011 
their  trade  without  any  dfurbance  or  molefa- 
tion.'f  I  confidered  the  Spanifii  fcttlement  in 
the  entrance  of  the  ilraits  of  De  Fuca,  which  I 
iiad  rcafon  to  believe  was  formed  no  longer  ago 

than 


350  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  fsEPT* 

than  May,  17Q2,  to  come  within  the  meaning 
of  a  port  of  free  accefsf  as  well  as  all  other  efah^ 
Tfliments  that  have  heen^  or  that  may  hereafter  he^ 
formed froyn  thence  foutJiward  to  port  St.  FrancfcOy 
conceiving  port  St.  Francifco  to  he  the  northernmoft 
fett lenient  occupied  hy  the  fubjedis  of  His  CaihoUc 
Majefyy  in  Aprils  l/SQ., 

In  my  way  to  the  obfcrvatory,  on  Sunday,  I 
waited  upon  upon  Sen"  Quadra,  who  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Dobfon  had  tranllated  my  letter 
to  him  ;  and  he  was  pleated  to  fay,  That  he  de¬ 
rived  the  greateft  fatisfaSlon  from  finding  a  per- 
fon  of  mv  charadler,  with  wTom  he  was  to 
tranfa6l  the  builnefs  of  delivering  up  Nootka ; 
that  he  fliould  accept  the  civil  offers  contained 
in  my  letter,  'and  remain  on  fhore  until  the  car¬ 
penters  had  finiflied  fome  additional  accommo¬ 
dation  to  his  apartments  on  board  his  little  brig ; 
which  being  completed,  he  would  either  wait 
my  departure,  to  accompany  us  in  our  refearches 
to  the  fouthward,  and  to  conducl  us  to  any  of 
the  Spanifii  ports  I  might  wifli  to  vifit ;  or  he 
would  fail,  and  wait  my  arrival  at  any  place  I 
fliould  think  proper  to  appoint,  recommending 
St.  Francifbo  or  Monterrey  for  that  purpofe. 

Sen"  Quadra  requefted  to  know  who  I  intend¬ 
ed  to  leave  in  pofleflion  of  thcfe  territories ;  and 
being  informed  that  it  would  be  Mr.  Broughton 
ill  the  Chatham,  in  whofe  charge  the  remaining 
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cargo  of  the  D^dalus  would  be  depofited,  he 
gave  dlredlions  that  the  ftore-houfes  fliould  be 
immediately  cleared,  and  begged  I  would  walk 
with  him  round  the  premifes,  that  I  might  be 
the  better  able  to  judge  how  to  appropriate  the 
feveral  buildings ;  which  for  the  moft  part  ap¬ 
peared  fufiiciently  fecure,  and  more  extenfive 
than  our  occafions  required.  A  large  new  oven 
had  been  lately  built  exprefsly  for  our  fervice^ 
and  had  not  hitherto  been  permitted  to  be  ufed. 
The  houfes  had  been  all  repaired,  and  the  gar¬ 
deners  wxre  bufily  employed  in  putting  the  gar¬ 
dens  in  order.  The  poultry,  confiding  of  fowls 
and  turkies,  w^as  in  excellent  condition,  and  in 
abundance,  as  were  the  black  cattle  and  fwine: 
of  thefe  Scn*^  Quadra  faid  he  fhould  take  only  a 
fufficient  quantity  for  his  paffage  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  leaving  the  reft,  wdth  a  large  alTortment 
of  garden  feeds,  for  Mr.  Broughton.  SciU^  Ga- 
llano  and  Valdes  added  all  they  had  in  their 
power  to  fpare,  amongft  which  w^ere  three  ex¬ 
cellent  goats  ;  I  had  llkcwife  both  hogs  and  goats 
to  leave  wdth  him  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  profpedt 
of  Mr.  Broughton  paffing  the  winter,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  natural  productions  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  not  very  uncomfortably. 

The  orders  under  which  I  was  to  receive  thefe 
territories,  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majefty, 
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were  iritircly  filent  as  to  the  meafures  I  was  to 
adopt  for  retaining  them  afterwards.  Prefum¬ 
ing,  however,  that  the  principal  objeft  which 
His  Majefty  had  in  view,  by  direfting  this  expe¬ 
dition  to  be  undertaken,  was  that  of  facilitating 
the  commercial  advantages  of  Great  Britain  in 
this  part  of  the  world ;  and  for  that  purpofe  it 
might  not  be  Impoffible,  that  a  fettlement  was 
in  contemplation  to  be  made  at  this  important 
llation,  which  had  become  the  general  rendez¬ 
vous  for  the  traders  of  almoft  all  nations  ;  I  had  de¬ 
termined,  on  leaving  this  port,  to  commit  it  to 
the  charge  and  diredlion  of  Mr,  Broughton,  who 
would  retain  the  poffcffion  of  it,  and  whofe  pre- 
fence  might  reftrain  fuch  improper  conduct:  as 
had  already  been  manifefted  on  the  part  of  the 
feveral  traders  ;  whilfh  I  fliould  proceed  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  remaining  part  of  His  Majefty’s  com-^ 
mands,  until  I  fliould  be  furniilied  with  further 
inilruchlons  for  mv  future  government. 

JO  *■ 

Having  fatisfaSorily  arranged  thefe  matters,  I 
gave  directions  for  clearing  the  flore-fhip,  which 
W’as  fet  about  accordingly. 

The  polltencfs,  hofpitallty,  and  friendfhlp, 
fliewn  on  all  occafons  by  Sen''  Quadra,  induced 
Mr.  Broughton  and  myfelf,  wdth  feveral  of  the 
officers  and  c'entlemen  of  both  veffels,  to  dine  at 
his  table  almoft  every  day,  wTich  was  not  lefs 
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pleafant  than  falubrioas,  as  it  was  conftantly  fur- 
niflied  with  a  variety  ot  refreihments  to  moft  of 
which  we  had  long  been  intire  ftrangers. 

Seiir  Galiano  informed  me,  that  he  intended 
to  take  advantage  of  the  preient  ferene  weather, 
w^hich  without  interruption  had  prevailed  lince 
our  arrival,  and  fail  for  the  Spanilh  ports  to  the 
fouthward,  either  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  or 
early  the  next  morning ;  and  obligingly  under¬ 
took  to  forward  a  fhort  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  containing  a  brief  abftradl  of  tranfac- 
tions  fince  our  departure  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

I  had  the  honor  of  Sen*’  Quadra’s  company  on 
the  morning  of  Monday  the  3d  at  breakfaft.  He 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  impreffing  on  the 
minds  of  the  natives  the  higheft  and  moft  favor¬ 
able  opinion  of  our  little  fquadron  ;  and  the  more 
efFe6lually  to  infure  a  good  underftanding  in  fu¬ 
ture,  he  propofed  a  vifit  of  ceremony  to  Ma-- 
quinna  ;  to  him  it  would  be  grateful,  and  on 
my  part  he  recommended  it  as  effentially  requi- 
flte.  It  was  agreed  we  ftiould  fet  out  the  next 
morning  for  his  royal  refidence,  which  was  about 
feven  leagues  up  the  found,  at  a  place  called 
Tahftiels. 

In  the  evening  I  received  from  Sen'*  Quadra  a 
letter  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  ift  of  September. 

Agreeably  to  appointment,  about  eight  in  the 
VoL.  II.  A  a  morning 
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'  morning  of  Tuefday  the  4th,  Sen"  Quadra  accom¬ 
panied  me  in  the  Difcovery’s  yawl,  which,  with 
our  own  and  a  Spanifh  launch,  and  the  Chat- 
ham's  cutter,  containing  as  many  Spanifh  and 
Englifh  officers  as  could  be  taken,  we  departed 
for  Tahffieis ;  a  meflage  having  been  fent  the  ^ 
preceding  day  to  announce  our  intended  vifit. 

The  weather  though  cloudy  was  very  pleafant, 
and  having  a  favourable  breeze,  we  reached  Tah- 
fheis  about  two  in  the  afternoon :  Maqumna  re¬ 
ceived  us  with  great  pleafure  and  approbation, 
and  it  was  evident  that  his  pride  was  not  a  little 
indulged  by  our  fhewing  him  this  attention.  He 
conduced  us  through  the  village,  where  we  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  wxlcorne  guefts,  in  confequence  per¬ 
haps  of  the  prefents  that  were  diftributed  amongft 
the  inhabitants,  who  all  condud:ed  themfelves  in 
the  moll  civil  and  orderly  manner.  After  vifit- 
ing  moll  of  the  houfes,  we  arrived  at  Maquinnas 
refidence,  which  was  one  of  the  largeft,  though  it 
.  w^as  not  intirely  covered  in ;  here  w^e  found  feated 
in  fome  kind  of  form,  Maqumna  s  daughter,  who 
not  long  before  had  been  publicly  and  with  great 
ceremony  proclaimed  fole'^  heirefs  to  all  his  pro¬ 
perty,  power,  and  dominion.  Near  her  were 
feated  three  of  his  wives,  and  a  numerous  tribe 
of  relations.  The  young  princefs  was  of  low 
llature,  very  plump,  w ith  a  round  face,  and  fmall 
features ;  her  Ikin  was  clean,  and  being  nearly 

white. 
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white,  her  perfbn  altogether,  though  without  any 
pretenfions  to  beauty,  could  not  be  confidered  as 
difagreeable.  To  her  and  to  her  father  I  made 
prefents  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  which  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  greateft  approbation  by  them- 
fclves  and  the  throng  which  had  alTembled ;  as 
were  alfo  thofe  I  made  to  his  wives,  brothers,  and 
other  relations..  Thefe  ceremonies  being  ended> 
a  moft  excellent  dinner  was  ferved,  which  Sen’^ 
Quadra  had  provided,  at  which  we  had  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Maquinna  and  the  princefs,  who  was 
feated  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  conduced 
herfelf  with  much  propriety  and  decorum* 

After  dinner  Maquinna  entertained  us  with  a 
reprefentation  of  their  warlike  atchievements.  A 
dozen  men  firft  appeared,  armed  with  mufkets, 
and  equipped  wdth  all  their  appendages,  who  took 
their  pofl:  in  a  very  orderly  manner  within  the 
entrance  of  the  houfe,  where  they  remained  fta- 
tionary,  and  were  followed  by  eighteen  very  ftout 
men,  each  bearing  a  fpear  or  lance  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  in  length,  proportionably  ftrong, 
and  pointed  with  a  long  flat  piece  of  iron,  whicli 
feemed  to  be  fliarp  on  both  edges,  and  was  highly 
poliflied ;  the  whole  how  ever  appeared  to  form 
but  an  aukward  and  unwieldy  weapon.  Thefe 
men  made  feveral  movements  in  imitation  of  at¬ 
tack  and  defence,  finging  at  the  fame  time  feve¬ 
ral  war  fongs,  in  which  they  wxre  joined  by  thofe 
'  A  a  2  Avith 
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with  the  muikets.  Their  different  evolutions 
being  concluded,  I  was  prefented  with  two  fmall 
fea-otter  fkins,  and  the  warriors  having  laid  by 
their  arrns,  performed  a  maik  dance,  which  was 

A 

ridlculoufly  laughable,  particularly  on  the  part  of 
Maquinria,  who  took  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the 
reprefentation.  We  were  not-  backward  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  amufements  of  the  day,  fbme 
fongs  were  fung  which  the  natives  feemed  much 
to  admire,  and  being  provided  with  drums  and 
fifes,  our  failors  concluded  the  afternoon’s  diver- 
fion  wdth  reels  and  country  dances. 

In  the  evening  wx  took  leave  of  Maqtiinnay 
who  was  fcarcely  able  to  exprefs  the  fatisfadlion 
he  had  experienced  in  the  honour  we  had  done 
him,  faying,  that  neither  Wacanamjhi  nor  any 
other  chief,  had  ever  received  fuch  a  mark  of  re- 
fpedt  and  attention  from  any  vifitors,  and  that  he 

«r 

would  in  a  few  days  return  us  the  compliment; 
on  which  he  was  given  to  underftand,  he  ihould 
be  entertained  in  the  European  fafhion. 

From  Tahilieis  we  proceeded  a  few  miles  in 
our  way  home,  when,  arriving  at  a  convenient 
little  cove,  we  pitched  our  encampment  for  the 
night,  and  pafled  a  very  pleafant  evening. 

After  breakfaft  the  following  morning,  Wed- 
nefday  the  5th,  w’^e  embarked  and  directed  our 
route  towards  Friendly  cove  ;  the  weather  w^as 
pleafant  though  the  wind  was  unfavorable ;  this 
^  ^  .  occafioned 
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occafioned  our  dining  by  the  way  on  the  rocks, 
for  which  however  Sen"  Quadra  was  amply  pro¬ 
vided.  About  five  we  reached  the  cove,  where  I 
landed  Sen'  Quadra  and  returned  to  the  fliip. 

In  our  converfation  wliilft  on  this  little  excur- 
fion,  Sen"  Quadra  had  very  earneftly  requefted 
thatj  would  name  fome  port  or  ifland  after  us 
both,  to  commemorate  our  meeting  and  the  very 
friendly  intercourfe  that  had  taken  place  and  fub- 
fifted  between  us.  Conceiving  no  fpot  fo  proper 
for  this  denomination  as  the  place  where  we  had 
firft  met,  which  was  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a 
tra6l  of  land  that  had  firfi:  been  circumnavigated 
by  us,  forming  the  fouth-weftern  fides  of  the 
gulph  of  Georgia,  and  the  fouthern  fides  of  John- 
ftone’s  ftraits  and  Queen  Charlotte’s  found,  t 
named  that  country  the  ifland  of  Quadra  and 
Vancouver;  with  which  compliment  he  feemed 
highly  pleafed. 

During  my  abfence  the  Chatham  had  hauled 
off  from  the  fhore,  but  in  confequcnce  of  the 
inconfiderable  rife  of  the  tide  her  damages  had 
not  been  repaired  ;  it  was  therefore  necefiary  that 
file  fliould  remain  liaht  until  the  next  fprina;  tides; 
this  however,  under  our  prefent  arrangements, 
was  a  matter  of  little  importance. 

Thurfday  5th,  Maqiimna  with  his  two  wives  and 
fome  of  his  relations  returned  our  vifit.  They  had 
not  been  long  on  board  when  I  had  great  reafon  to 
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conlidcr  my  royal  party  as  the  rnoft  confummate 
beggars  I  had  ever  feen ;  a  difpofition  vvhich 
feemed  generally  to  prevail  with  the  whole  of  this 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  which  probably  rnay  have 
been  foftered  by  the  indulgences  fliewn  them  by 
the  Spaniards.  They  demanded  every  thing  which 
ftruck  their  fancy,  as  being  cither  ufeful,  .curious, 
or  ornamental,  thouah  an  article  with  which  it 
might  be  impoflible  for  us  to  gratify  them  ;  and 
if  not  immediately  preferited  they  would  alfeft 
to  be  greatly  offended^  and  would  remain  fulky 
for  two  or  three  days. 

I  was  however  particularly  fortunate  in  haying 
at  hand  eyery  thing  requifite  t,o  fatisfy  the  der 
iliands  of  Maquinua  and  his  party.  The  liberality 
I  had  fo  recently  fhewii  tq  hlmfelf  and  fanarly 
when  at  Tahlhejs,  was  perhaps  nof  yet  quite  for- 
gotten;  they  neyerthelefs  made  a  profitable  ylfit, 
as  what  their  modefty  precluded  their  afking  of 
me,  I  was  aftervvards  informed  was  amply  made 
up  by  their  begging  from  the  officers  and  others 
on  board. 

The  exhibition  of  fretworks  which  I  bad  pro^ 
mifed  the  party,  was  anxioufly  waited  for ;  to- 
ys^ards  the  evening  their  impatience  was  almoft 
unreftralnable,  as  they  could  not,  or  would  not, 
under ftand  that  darknefs  was  necelTary  to  their 
entertainment,  and  accufed  us  of  a  breach  of  pro- 
mlfe  and  telling  falfities.  Senr  Quadra  however, 

after 
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after  much  perfuahon,  prevailed  upon  them  to 
ftay  the  night,  by  which  they  were  convinced 
that  our  allurances  were  not  to  be  difcredited* 
The  night  being  favorable  to  our  operations,  they 
fucceeded  extremely  well.  The  rockets,  balloons, 
and  other  fire-works,  were  in  a  high  ftate  of  pre- 
fervation,  and  were  regarded  by  the  Indian  fpec- 
tators  with  wonder  and  admiration,  mixed  with 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  apprehenfion ;  for  it  was 
not  without  great  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  on 
Maquinna  and  his  brother  to  fire  a  few  fky  rockets, 
a  performance  that  produced  the  greatefl:  exulta¬ 
tion.  'The  Europeans  prefent  were  not  lefs  en¬ 
tertained  with  the  exhibition,  than  furprized  that 
the  feveral  fire  works  ftiould  have  remained  fo 
long  on  board  in  fuch  excellent  condition. 

Saturday  8th,  the  Aranfafu,  a  Spanifh  armed 
fhip,  commanded  by  Sen‘‘ Caamano,  arrived  from 
a  furveying  expedition  on  the  exterior  coaft  to 
the  north  of  Nootka,  towards  Biccareli,  of  the 
charts  of  which  I  was  promifed  a  copy,  as  fbon 
as  they  fhould  be  properly  arranged. 

Mr.  Cranftoun,  the  furgeon  of  the  Difeovery, 
having  been  rendered  incapable  of  his  duty  by  a 
general  debilitated  ftate  of  health  fince  our  de¬ 
parture  from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  requefted 
permiflion  to  proceed  to  port  Jackfon  in  the  Dse- 
dalus,  from  whence  he  might  foon  procure  a  paf- 
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fagc  to  England;  he  Vv’as confcquently  difcharged, 
and  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies,  a  furgeon  in  the 
navy,  who  had  embarked  in  purfuit  of  botanical 
information,  having  cheerfully  rendered  his  fer- 
yices  during  Mr.  Granftoun’s  indifpofition,  and 
finding  that  fuch  attention  had  not  interfered 
with  the  other  objedts  of  his  purfuit,  I  confidered 
him  the  moft.proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  in 
the  room,  oi  Mr.  Cranftoun.  The  boatfwain  of 
the  Difeoveryd  Mr.  William  Houfe,  a  careful, 
fober,  and  attentive  officer,  having  laboured  un¬ 
der  a  violent  rheumatic  complaint,  lince  our  de¬ 
parture  from  Neve  Zealand,  wTich  had  precluded 
his  attention  to  any  part  of  his  duty,  w^as  on  his 
application  in  like  manner  difeharged  ;  Mr.  John 
Noot,  boatfwain  of  the  Chatham,  w^as  appointed 
in  his  roorn,  and  Mr.  George  Phillifkirk  was  ap¬ 
pointed  boatfwain  of  the  Chatham. 

Monday  the  1 0th,  I  deemed  it  expedient,  that 
their Lordfhips  diredfions,  prohibiting  charts,  jour¬ 
nals,  drawings,  or  any  other  fort  of  intelligence 
refpedfing  our  proceedings  being  made  known  or 
communicated,  fhould  be  publicly  read  to  the 
officers  and  perfons  under  my  command,  and  to 
urge  every  injundlion  in  my  powder  to  enforce 
a  due  obedience  to  thofe  orders. 

The  letter  I  received  the  2d  of  this  month  from 
Sen’’  Quadra,  not  having  been  tranilated  till  this 
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day,  in  confequence  of  Mr.Dobfon’s  indifpofitlon, 
I  was  not  a  little  furprlzed  to  find  it  differ  fo 
much  from  whafl  had  reafon  to  expedl. 

In  this  letter  Sen*’  Quadra  informs  me,  that  in 
conformity  to  the  firfi;  article  of  the.  convention, 
and  the  royal  order  under  which  he  is  to  a6l,  he 
can  only  reftore  to  His  Britannic  Majefty  the  edi¬ 
fices,  diftridls,  or  portions  of  land  w^hich  in  April, 
1  789,  were  taken  from  his  fubje<5ls  ;  that  he  was 
ill  pofleflion  of  full  proof  that  the  fmall  hut  the 
En^lifii  had  was  not  in  exlftence  on  the  arrival 
of  Martinez,  and  that  the  then  efiablifliment  of 
the  Spaniards  was  not  in  the  place  where  the  Bri- 
tilli  fubjehls  had  theirs.  That  if  I  did  not  think 
mvfelt  authorized  to  fubfcribe  to  the  tenor  of  his 
commifiion  and  inftrudlions,  he  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  each  fliould  lay  before  his  refpediive 
court  all  the  circumftances  of  the  pending  nego- 
ciation,  and  wait  for  further  inftr actions  ;  in  the 
mean  time  Sen”^  Quadra  offered  to  leave  me  in 
pofTeirion  of  what  Mr.  Meares  had  occupied,  and 
at  my  command  the  houfes,  gafdens,  and  offices 
then  occupied  by  the  Spaniards,  wTilft  he  retired 
until  the  decifion  of  the  two  courts  ffiouid  be 
kiiowm. 

To  this  letter  I  iiu mediately  replied,  that  as, 
like  his  former  one,  it  contained  a  retrofpedtive 
view  of  matters  which  I  had  no  authority  to  take 
cognizance  of,  I  fhoukl  accede  to  his  propofal, 

and 
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and  make  a  juft  and  fair  reprefentatlon  of  all  our 
proceedings  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
wait  for  further  inftrudlions.  This  letter  J  con¬ 
cluded  by  again  repeating,  that  I  was  ftill  ready 
to  receive  from  Sen’'  Quadra  the  territories  in 
qucftion,  agreeably  to  the  firft  article  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  and  the  letter  of  Count.  Florida  Blanca. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night  arrived  here  the  brig 
Hope,  belonging  to  Bofton  in  America,  com¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  the  perfon 
w^ho  jointly  with  Mr.  Gray  had  given  Sen’’  Qua¬ 
dra  a  ftatement  of  the  condud:  of  Don  Martinez, 
and  of  the  tranfadions  at  this  port  in  the  year 
1789. 


About  noon  the  next  day,Wednefday  the  12th, 
I  received  from  Sen"  Quadra  a  letter  dated  the 
11th  of  September,  in  anfwer  to  my  laft,  expref- 
five  of  his  confidence  that  I  fhould  make  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  true  reprefentation  of  the  proceedings  that 
bad  taken  place  refpeding  the  points  in  queftion; 
and  repeating  the  offer  contained  in  his  former 
letter,  of  relinquifliing  the  territories  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  therein  expreffed.  To  this 
letter  I  immediately  replied,  that  I  was  ready 
whenever  it  fuited  Sen  Quadra’s  convenience, 

I 

to  be  put  into  polTcflion  of  the  territories  on  the 
N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  or  iflands  adjacent, 
agreeably  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Count  Florida  Blanca. 

Having 
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Having  this  day  dined  with  Sen"  Quadra,  on 
rifing  from  table  he  requefted,  as  no  final  deter¬ 
mination  had  yet  taken  place  refpedting  the  ref- 
titution  of  thefe  territories,  to  have  fome  perfonal 
converfation  on  the  fubjedl,  in  hopes  by  that 
means  of  drawing  the  bufinefs  to  a  more  fpeedy 
conclufion.  Befides  ourfelves  there  were  prefent 
Scir  Mozino  and  Mr.  Broughton  ;  fo  that  with 
the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Dobfon,  and  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  who  fpoke  French  extremely  wxll,  we  had 
a  profped:  of  coming  to  fo  perfcdl  an  explanation 
as  to  render  any  further  epiftolary  altercation  to¬ 
tally  unneceifary.  Sen"  Quadra  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  Martinez,  and  laid  confiderable  ftrels 
on  the  conceflfion  of  Maqutmia^  who  had  put  them 
into  complete  polTeffion  of  the  lands  they  then 
occupied  ;  on  this  circumftance,  and  on  the  in¬ 
formation  he  had  obtained  fince  his  arrival  at 
Nootka,  certain  parts  of  which  he  had  by  letter 
communicated  to  me,  he  feemed  principally  to 
eftablilh  the  claims  of  the  Spanifh  crown.  The 
fmall  fpot  on  which  Mr.  Meares’s  houfe  had 
been  built,  which  did  not  then  appear  to  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Spaniards,  Sen"  Quadra  faid  I  was 
at  liberty  to  take  poiTefCon  of  for  His  Britannic 
Majefty,  wdienever  I  fhould  think  proper.  This 
offer  being  totally  foreign  to  my  expedations,  and 
a  repetition  only  of  that  which  had  taken  place 
in  our  correfpondence,  Sen"  Quadra  w^as  made 

acquainted, 
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acquainted,  that  under  fuch  circurnftances  I  did 
not  feel  myfelf  juftified  in  entering  into  any  fur¬ 
ther  difeuffion.  The  propriety  of  this  determi¬ 
nation  being  admitted,  it  was  mutually  agreed 
that  we  iliuu'd  each  reprefent  our  objedlions  and 
proceedings  to  our  rerpeclive  courts,  and  wait 
their  deciiion  on  the  important  queftlons  which 
had  arifen  in  the  nesociation.  In  the  mean  time 
SeiV  Quadra  propofed  to  leave  me  in  pofTcffion 
of  thefe  territories,  the  inftant  his  veflel  was  fit¬ 
ted  for  ills  reception.  On  his  departure  the  Spa- 
nifli  flag  was  to  be  flruck,  and  the  Britifh  flag 
hoiflied  in  its  place,  which  Sen’’  Quadra  confented 
to  falute,  on  my  agreeing  to  return  an  equal 
number  of  guns.  Thus  did  matters  appear  to  be 
perfeftly  arranged,  agreeably  to  the  wlfhes  of  all 
parties,  and  the  bufinefs  brought  to  an  amicable 
and  pleafint  conclulion,  when  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  I  received  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
1  3th  a  letter  from  Sen’’  Quadra,  fetting  forth  that 
he  was  ready  to  deliver  up  to  me,  conformably 
to  the  firii  article  of  the  convention,  the  territory 
which  was  occupied  by  Britiih  fubjcdls  in  April, 
1/89,  and  to  leave  the  Spanifli  fettlement  at 
Nootka  until  the  decifion  of  the  courts  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Spain  were  obtained  ;  which  was  pro¬ 
ceeding,  he  faid,  as  far  as  his  powers  extended. 
This  very  uncxpedled  letter  produced  an  imme¬ 
diate  reply  from  me,  wherein  I  ftated,  that  the 

territories 
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territories'  of  ^which  the  fyl^ecls  of  His  Britannic 
Majefty  were  dlfpoireffed  in  April?  and 

which  by  the  firft  article  of  the  convention  were 
now  to  be  reftored,  I  unjderftood  tq  be  thu  place 
(meaning  Nootka)  m  toto,,  and  .port  Cox.  Thefe 
I  w^as  ftill  ready  to  receive,  bnt  could  not  enters 
tain  an  idea  ot  hoifting  the  Britife  flag  on  the 
fpot  of  land  pointed  out  by  Sen^  Quadra,  not  ex¬ 
tending  more  than  an  hundred  yards  in  any  di-* 
redlion.  I  concluded  by  obfyrving,  that  the  oiler 
made  in  Sen*"  Quadra’s  two  laft  letters  dift'ered 
materially  from  that  contained  in  his  firft  letter 
to  me  on  this  fubjedt. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  15th,  a  young 
lad,  who  for  about  two  days  had  been  miffing 
from  Sen"  Quadra’s  veiTel,  was  found  in  a  cove 
not  far  from  the  fhips,  moft  inhumanly  murdered. 
The  calves  of  his  legs  were  cut  out,  his  head  near¬ 
ly  fevered  from  his  body,  and  he  had  received 
veral  barbarous  w’ounds  in  other  parts.  Doubts 
arofe  whether  this  horrid  a6f  had  been  perpetrated 
by  the  natives,  or  by  a  black  man  of  meft  infa¬ 
mous  charadler,  wffio  had  deferted  from  the  Spa- 
nlfh  veiTel  about  the  time  the  boy  was  firft  nnf- 
fed.  The  prevailing  opinion  feemed  to  criminate 
the  former,  and  on  Sen"  Quadra  demanding  of 
Maqumna  that  the  murderer  fhould  be  given  up, 
the  immediate  departure  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  ^ 

the 
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the  found  from  our  neighbourhood  became  a 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof  of  their  delinquency. 

Sen''  Quadra  gave  an  immediate  anfwer  to  my 
letter  of  the  1 3th,  but  as  he  therein  did  not  de¬ 
part  from  the  terms  of  his  late  offer  of  leaving  me 
in  pojfejjton  only,  not  formally  rejioring  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Nootka  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  it 
became  neceffary  on  my  part  to  demand  a  cate¬ 
gorical  and  definitive  ^nfw^er  from  Sen''  Quadra, 
whether  he  would  or  would  not  reftore  to  me  for 
His  Britannic  Majefty  the  territories  in  queftion, 
of  which  the  fubjed:s  of  that  realm  had  been 
difpoffeffed  in  April,  1789.  Thefe  were  Nootka 
and  Clayoquot,  or  port  Cox ;  the  former  is  the 
place  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  Britifli 
fubjefts,  from  thence  their  veffels  were  fent  as 
prizes,  and  themfelves  as  prifoners  to  New  Spain; 
this  is  the  place  that  was  forcibly  wrefted  from 
them,  and  fortified  and  occupied  by  the  officers 
of  the  Spanifli  crown  ;  this  place  therefore,  with 
Clayoquot  or  port  Cox,  were  comprehended  un¬ 
der  the  firft  article  of  the  convention,  and  were 
by  that  treaty  to  be  reftored  without  any  refer- 
vation  whatfoever :  on  thefe  terms,  and  on  thefe 
only,  could  I  receive  the  reftitution  of  them. 
Sen*^  Quadra  having  alfo  laid  fome  ftrefs  upon 
Mr.  Meares’s  vefl'els  being  under  Portuguele  co¬ 
lours,  I  took  this  opportunity  of  fignifying,  that  I 

confidered 
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confidered  that  circumftance  equally  foreign  and 
unimportant,  it  having  been  fet  forth  in  Mr. 
Meares's  original  petition  to  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  courfe  muft  have  come 
under  the  confideration  of  the  Spanifti  and  Eng- 
hill  minifters.  Unlefs  our  negociation  could  be 
brought  to  a  conclufion  on  the  terms  pointed 
out  in  this  as  well  as  in  my  former  letters,  I 
begged  leave  to  acquaint  Sen"  Quadra  that  I  muft 
pofitively  decline  any  further  correfpondence  on 
this  fubject. 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  fatisfactlon,  that 
although  on  this  fubject  fuch  manifeft  difference 
arofe  in  our  opinions,  it  had  not  the  leaft  effect 
on  our  perfonal  intercourfo  with  each  other,  or 
on  the  advantages  we  derived  from  our  mutual 
good  offices ;  we  continued  to  vifit  as  ufual,  and 
this  day  Sen"^  Quadra  and  Caamano,  wdth  moft 
of  the  Spanifh  officers,  honored  me  with  their 
company  at  dinner. 

On  Monday  morning  the  15th,  a  Portuguefe 
brig  arrived  here  called  the  Fenis  and  St.  Jo- 
feph,  commanded  by  John  de  Barros  Andrede, 
on  board  of  w  hich  was  a  Mr.  Duffin  as  fuper- 
cargo.  In  the  evening  I  had  Sen"  Quadra’s  final 
determination  ;  which  refting  on  the  fame  point 
where  it  had  originated,  I  confidered  any  fur¬ 
ther  correfpondence  totally  unnccelfary ;  and, 
inftead  of  writing,  I  requefted  in  conyerfation 

the 
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the  next  day  to  be  informed,  if  he  was  pofitively 
refolved  to  adhere,  in  the  reftitution  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  to. the  principles  contained  in  his  laft  letter  ? 
and  on  receiving  from  him  an  anfwer  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  I  acquainted  him  that  1  fliouid  confi- 
der  Nootka  as  ^  Spanljh  and  requefted  his 

permi/Jion  to  carry  on  our  neceffary  employments 
on  fhore,  which  he  very  politely  gave,  with  the 
m'oft  friendly  aflurance  of  every  fervice  and  kind 
office  in  his  power  to  grant. 

On  Tuefday  the  1 8th,  our  negociation  being 
brought  by  thefe  means  to  a  conclufion,  Sen^ 
Quadra  informed  me,  that  Senr  Caamano  w^ould 
be  left  in  charge  of  the  port,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  Princeffa,  commanded  by  Sen^  Fidalgo  ;  with 
\vhom  the  government  of  the  port  of  Nootka 
would  be  left,  and  from  whom  the  Englifh 
might  be  certain  of  receiving  every  accommo¬ 
dation. 

Sen**  Quadra  was  now  making  arrangements 
on  board  the  Adlive  for  his  departure,  which  he 
intended  fhould  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  a  day 
or  two.  Agreeably  to  a  former  promife  I  had 
made  him,  he  requefted  a  copy  of  my  charts  for 
the  fervice  of  Plis  Catholic  Majefty ;  but  as  our 
longitude  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  coaft  differed 
in  many  inftances  from  that  laid  down  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook,  1  wiflied  to  embrace  every  future  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  further  obfervations  whilft 

we 
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we  might  remain  in  this  port;,  before  a  copy 
fliouid  be  difpofed  of ;  but  Sen'  Quadra  wlililng 
to  make  certain  of  fuch  information  as  we  had 
acquired,  and  conceiving  the  further  corrediipns 
we  might  be  enabled  to  make  of  little,  import 
tance,  folicitcd  fuch  a  copy  as  I  was  then.able  to 
furnidr  ;  which,  wath  a  formal  reply  to  Jiis  lafi; 
letter,  I  tranfraitted  to  him  on  the  evening  of 
Tuefday  the  20th.  In  this  letterM  ftated  the 
impoffibillty  of  my  receiving  the  ceffion  of  the 
territories  in  queftion  on  the  conditions  propofed 
])y  Sen’’  Quadra,  and  that  in  confequence  of  the 
exifting  differences  in  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  1  lliould  immediately  refer  the  whole  of  the 
negociation  to  the  court  of  London,  and  wait 
the  determination  thereof,  for  the  regulation  of 
my  future  condudl.  The  next  day,  Friday -the 
21  ft,  Seiu  Quadra  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
my  laft  letter,  with  the  charts  of  this  coaft,L&c. 
which  concluded  our  correfpondence. 

As  Sen*'  Quadra  intended  to  fail  the  next  day, 
accompanied  by  moft  of  the  Spanifli  officers,  he 
did  me  the  honor  of  partaking  of  a  farewell  din¬ 
ner,  and  w^as  on  this  occafion  received  with  the 
cuftomary  marks  of  ceremony  and  refpeft  ftue  to 
his  rank,  and  the  fituation  he  here  filled.  The 
day  paffed  w'ith  themtmoft  cheerfulnefs  and  hi¬ 
larity  :  Monterrey  w^as  appointed  as  the  rendez¬ 
vous  where  next  wc  ihould  meet. 

VoL.  II,  Bb  Flaving 
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Having  undcrftood  that  Mr.  Robert  Duffin, 
the  fupercargo  on  board  the  Portuguefe  veffcl 
that  had  arrived  on  the  l/th,  had  accompanied 
Mr.  Meares  in  the  year  1788^  and  was  with  him 
on  his  firft  arrival  In  Nootka  found,  I  requefted 
he  would  furnifli  me  with  all  the  particulars  he 
could  recollect  of  the  tranfaclions  Vv'hich  took 
place  on  that  occafion.  This  he  very  obligingly 
did,  and  at  the  fame  time  voluntarily  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  his  afl'ertions.  The  fubftance  of 
which  was,  that  towards  the  clofc  of  the  year 
1/87^  two  veffels  were  equipped  for  the  fur 
trade  on  the  N.  V/.  coaft  of  America,  by  John 
Henry  Cox  and  Co.  merchants  at  Canton.  That 
the  command  and  condudl  of  the  expedition  was 
given  to  John  Meares,  Efq.  who  was  a  joint 
proprietor  alfo ;  that  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding 
certain  heavy  dues,  the  velfels  failed  under  Por- 
tuguefe  colours,  and  in  the  name  and  under  the 
firm  of  John  Cavallo,  Efq.  a  Portuguefe  mer¬ 
chant  at  Macao,  but  who  had  not  any  property 
either  in  the  veilbls  or  their  cargoes,  which  wcvq 
intirely  Britiili  property,  and  were  wholly  navi¬ 
gated  by  the  fubjeCts  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  : 
That  Mr.  Dufiin  accompanied  Mr.  Meares  in 
one  of  thefe  velfels  to  Nootka,  where  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  May,  1788,  when  Mr.  Meares,  attended 
by  hlmfclf  and  Mr.  Robert  Funter,  on  the  17th 
or  18th  of  the  fame  month,  wxnt  on  fhore,  and 

bought 
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bought  of  the  two  chiefs,  Maquilla  and  CaJicumy 
the  whole  of  the  land  that  forms  Friendly  cove, 
Nootka  found,  in  His  Britannic  Majefty’s  name, 
for  eight  or  ten  flieets  of  copper,  and  fome-trlfling 
articles :  That  the  natives  were  perfectly  fatis- 
lied,  and,  with  the  chiefs,  did  homage  to  Mr. 
Meares  as  their  fovereign,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  their  country  :  That  the  Brltifli  flag,  and 
not  the  Portuguefe  flag,  was  dlfplayed  on  fhore, 
whilft  thefe  formalities  took  place  between  the 
parties :  That  Mr.  Meares  caufed  a  houfe  to  be 
erected  on  the  fpot  which  was  then  occupied  by 
the  Chatham’s  tent,  as  being  the  mofl:  conve¬ 
nient  place  :  That  the  chiefs  and  the  people  of¬ 
fered  to  quit  their  refidence  and  to  retire  to 
Tahflieis,  that  confequently  the  Englifli  were 
not  confined  to  that  particular  fpot,  but  could 
have  eredted  houfes,  had  they  been  fo  inclined, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  cove  :  That  Mr.  Meares 
appointed  Mr.  Robert  Funter  to  refide  in  the 
houfe,  which  confifted  of  three  bed-chambers, 
with  a  mefs-room  for  the  officers,  and  proper 
apartments-  for  the  men ;  thefe  were  elevated 
about  five  feet  from  the  ground,  the  under  part 
ferving  as  warehoufes :  That,  exclufive  of  this 
houfe,  there  w^ere  feveral  out-houfes  and  fheds, 
built  for  the  convenience  of  the  artificers  to  work 
in :  That  Mr.  Meares  left  the  houfes  in  good  re¬ 
pair,  and  enjoined  Maquilla  to  take  care  of  them, 

B'b  2  '  until 
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until  he,  or  fome  of  his  afifociatcs,  fliould  return: 
That  he,  Robert  Duffin,  was  not  at  Nootka 
w  hen  Don  Martinez  arrived  there  ;  that  he  un- 
derftood  no  veftige  of  the  houfe  remained  at  that 
time,  but  that  on  his  return  thither  in  July, 
3789,  he  found  the  cove  occupied  by  the  fub- 
jedls  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  :  That  he  then  faw 
no  remains  of  Mr.  Meares’s  houfe  ;  and  that  on 
the  fpot  on  which  it  had  flood  veere  the  tents 
and  houfes  of  fome  of  the  people  belonging  to 
the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  John  Kend^ 
lick,  under  the  flag  and  proteflion  of  the  United 
States  of  America  :  That  his  Catholic  Majcft)  ’s 
flips,  Princefla  and  San  Carlos,  w^ere  at  this  time 
anchored  in  Friendly  cove,  with  the  Columbia 
and  Wafiiington  American  traders :  That  the 
fecond  day  after  their  arrival  they  wxre  captured 
by  Don  Martinez,  and  that  the  Americans  w^ere 
fuftered  to  carry  on  their  comm.erce  with  the 
natives  unmolefled. 

Sen*'  Quadra,  at  my  requeft,  very  obligingly 
undertook  to  forward,  by  the  earliefl  and  fafeft 
conveyance,  a  fiiort  narrative'  of  our  principal 
tranfaflions  at  this  port,  for  the  information  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  2 2d,  he  faded  from 
Friendly  cove,  and  having  fainted  us  with  thir¬ 
teen  guns,  I  returned  the  compliment  with  an 

i 

equal  number. 

Our 
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Our  attention  had  been  mofi:  particularly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  re-loading  of  the  ftore-fhipj  and 
the  re-equipment  of  the  Chatham,  whofe  hold 
had  been  iiitirely  cleared  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
pairing  the  damages  die  had  fuftaincd.  The 
Difcovery  being  in  all  refpecfls  ready  for  fea,  all 
hands  were  employed  in  the  execoition  of  theie 
fervices,  which  were  materially  retarded  by  the 
Tery  bad  condition  df  the  provifion  cafks  on 
board  the  Daedalus,  mod:  of  which  required  a 
thorough  repair,  and  to  be  recruited  with  pickle. 
A  very  material  lofs  was  alfo  fuftained  in  the 
fpirits  and  wine  ;  large  quantities  of  the  flop- 
clothing  wxre  intlrely  deftroyed,  and  many  others, 
with  fome  of  the  fails,  were  materially  damaged. 
Clrcumfanced  as  wx  were,  thefe  deficiencies  and 
damages  wxre  objedts  of  the  moft  ferious  concern, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  intlrely  occafioned  by 
the  very  improper  wdj  in  which  the  cargo  had 
been  flowed. 

The  circumfcances  already  related,  wfith  the 
correfpondence  at  large  between  Sen’'  Quadra 
and  miyfelf,  though  comprehending  the  fubftance 
of  the  negoclation  wdiich  took  place  refpecting 
the  ceffion  of  thefe  territories,  may  yet  require 
fome  further  explanation  ;  and  when  the  very 
important  commerce  of  this  country  fhall  be  pro¬ 
perly  appreciated,  I  trufi:  the  circumfpedlion  with 
wduch  i  acted  will  not  be  found  liable  to  cenfure. 

B  b  3  Our 
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Our  tranfacftions  here  have  been  related  with 
the  greateft  fidelity,  and»  precifely  in  the  order  in 
which  they  occurred.  Being  unprovided  with 
any  inftrucSions  but  fuch  as  were  contained  in 
the  convention^  and  the  very  general  orders  I  had 
received,  it  appeared  totally  incompatible  with 
the  intention  of  the  Britifli  court,  with  the  fpirit 
and  words  of  the  faid  convention,  or  wdth  thofe 
of  the  letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanca,  that  the 
identical  fpace  only  on  which  Mr.  Meares’s  houfe 
and  breaft-work  had  been  fituated  in  the  north¬ 
ern  corner  of  this  fmall  cove,  end  forming  nearly 
an  equilateral  triangle  not  extending  an  hundred 
yards  on  any  one  fide,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
fica,  and  on  the  other  two  fides  by  high  craggy 
rocks,  which  continued  fome  diftance  dowm  the 
beach,  and,  excepting  at  low  tide,  completely 
feparated  this  triangular  fpace  from  that  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards’  houfes  and  gardens,  could  pof- 
fibly  be  confidered  as  the  object  of  a  reftitution 
expreffed  by  the  terms  traSis  of  la?idf  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention ;  the 
dlftrldls  or  parcels  of  landf  mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanca ;  or  the  tradfs 
of  land,  or  parcels  or  dljiridis  of  lajid,''  pointed 
out  to  me,  and  repeated  in  their  Lordiliips’  in- 
ftrudlions  communicated  to  mie  on  that  fubjedt. 

On  due  confideratlon,  therefore,  I  concluded, 
that  the  ceffion  propofed  by  Sen"'  Quadra  could 

never 
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never  have  been  that  intended :  that,  at  leaft^ 
the  whole  port  of  Nootka,  ot  wdiich  His  Majef- 
ty’s  fubjefts  had  been  forcibly  difpoilbffcd,  and 
at  which  themfelves,  their  veflels  and  cargoes 
had  been  captured,  mufi;  have  been  the  propofed 
objedl  of  reftitution. 

Under  thefe  impreffions,  I  felt  that  if  I  had 
acceded  to  the  propofals  of  Sen^  Quadra,  1  fhould 
have  betrayed  the  truft  with  which  I  was  ho¬ 
nored,  and  fliould  have  aded  in  dired  oppofi- 
tion  to  my  duty  and  allegiance,  by  receiving, 
without  any  authority,  a  territory  for  His  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  under  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
date. 

Thefe  principles  uniformly  governed  the  whole 
of  my  condud  throughout  this  negociation,  in 
w^hich  I  aded  to  the  befi:  of  my  judgment ; 
fliould  I  be  fo  unfortunate,  however,  as  to  incur 
any  cenfure,  I  mufi:  rely  on  the  candour  of  my 
country,  to  do  me  the  juftice  of  attributing  w^hat- 
ever  improprieties  I  may  appear  to  have  com¬ 
mitted,  to  the  true  and  only  caufe  ;  to  a  want  of 
fufficient  diplomatic  fkill,  which  a  life  wholly 
devoted  to  my  prefeffion  had  denied  me  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  acquiring. 

After  having  fo  uniformly  perfifted  in  my  de¬ 
termination  of  ftridly  adhering  to  the  line  of  my 
duty,  by  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  inftrudions 
1  had  received,  in  oppofition  to  the  Judgment 

B  b  4  and 
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and  opinion  of  Sen*"  Quadra,  and  the  evidences 
which  he  had  propofed  ;  I  could  not  but  con- 
fider  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  gentleman,  who 
had  perfonally  attended  Mr.  Meares  on  his  form¬ 
ing  the  eftablifliment  at  Nootka,  and  who  it 
feems  had  been  prefent  on  moil  occafions  when 
differences  had  arifen  between  Sen''  Martinez  and 
Captain  Colne tt,  as  a  very  fortunate  clrcum- 
itance,  fmee  his  report  and  affidavit  cleared  up 
every  point  of  which,  from  other  teftlmonies,  I 
could  entertain  any  doubt,  and  confirmed  me  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  conduCt  I  had  purfued 
-had  not  been  incompatible  with  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  to  my 
paring  his  reprefentation  with  that'  which  had 
been  communicated  to  me  on  the  fame  fub- 
jeCl  by  Sen''  Quadra,  a  very  material  difference 
appeared,  which  molt  probably  operated  to  dlreCl 
Sen''  Quadra’s  conduCt,  in  refufmg  me  poffeffion 
of  the  country  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  my  in- 
ftruClIoiis. 

'Hie  veffels  employed  in  commercial  purfuits 
this  feafoii  on  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America, 
have  I  believe  found  their  adventures  to  anfwer 
their  expectations :  many  were  contented  with  , 
the  cargo  of  furs  they  had  colleCted  in  the  courfe 
of  the  furnmer  ;  whiift  others  who  had  prolonged 
their  voyage,  either  paffed  the  winter  at  the 
Sandwich  iflaiids,  or  on  the  coaft,  where  they 
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completed  fmall  veffels  which  they  brought  out 
in  frame.  An  Englifh  and  an  American  iliallop 
were  at  this  time  on  the  ftocks  in  the  cove,,  and 
when  finifhed  were  to  be  employed  in  the  inland 
navigation,  in  colledling  the  fkins  of  the  fea- 
otter  and  other  furs ;  beiide  thefe,  a  French  fliip 
was  then  engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  and  the 
following  veffels  in  the  fervice  of  His  Catholic 
M^'efty  :  the  Gertrudes  and  Conception  of  thirty- 
fix  guns  each,  the  Active  brig  of  twelve  guns, 
Princeffa,  Aranfafu,  and  St.  Carlos,  armed  fhips, 
with  the  veffels  of  Sen''^  Galiano  and  Valdes. 
Both  thefe  gentlemen  had  been,  and  were  ftill 
employed,  not  only  in  geographical  refearches, 
but  in' acquiring  every  poffible  information  re- 
fpe-dling  the  cx^mmerce  of  the  country;  this  cir- 
cumftance,  together  with  the  guarded  conduct 
obferved  by  Sen'  Quadra,  in  his  endeavours  to 
retain  the  whole,  or  at  any  event  to  preferve  a 
right  in  Nootka,  evidently  manifefted  the  de¬ 
gree  of  jealoufy  with  which  the  court  of  Spain 
regards  the  commercial  iiitercourfe  that  is  likely 
to  be  eftablifiied  on  this  fide  of  the  world. 

Confidering  it  an  indifpenfable  duty,  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  iliould,  from  under  my 
own  hand,  become  acquainted  with  the  whole 
of  my  negociation  at  this  port  by  the  fafeft  and 
moft  expeditious  conveyance,  a  paffage  was  pro¬ 
cured  for  my  firft  lieutenant  Mr.  Mud^^c  on  board 

the 
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the  Fenis  and  St.  Jofeph,  bound  to  China,  from 
whence  he  was  to  proceed  with  all  difpatch  to 
England.  To  this  getitleman  1  intrufted  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  moft  important  parts  of  my  jour¬ 
nal,  wdth  a  copy  of  our  furvey  of  this  coaft  ;  and 
I  had  every  reafon  to  indulge  the  hopes  of  his 
fpeedy  return,  with  further  inftructions  for  the 
government  of  my  conduct  in  thefe  regions. 

On  this  occafion,  I  appointed  Lieutenant  Pu¬ 
get  and  Baker  to  be  firft  and  fecond  lieutenants, 
as  alfo  Mr.  Spelmaii  Svvaine  to  be  third  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Difcovery  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Manby 
to  be  mafter  of  the  Chatham. 

Sen’’  Quadra  having  ufed  no  rigorous  meafures 
to  detect  and  bring  to  juftice  the  murderer  of 
the  young  Spaniard,  the  alarm  of  the  natives 
foon  fubfided,  and  in  a  day  or  two  they  vifited 
us  as  ufual.  Maqumna  and  the  other  chiefs  were 
not,  however,  fo  cordially  received  at  the  Spanifh 
habitations  as  they  had  been  in  Sen"*  Quadra’s 
time  ;  at  v/hich  they  expreffed  much  diflike  to 
all  the  Spaniards,  excepting  Sen'’  Quadra,  and 
particularly  to  Martinez  ;  who,  Maqumna  affert- 
ed,  went  on  iliore  wdtli  a  number  of  armed 
people,  and  obliged  him  by  threats  to  make  cef- 
fion  of  Nootka  to  the  king  of  Spain.  He  la¬ 
mented  alfo  the  profpect  of  our  fpeedy  depar¬ 
ture,  faying,  that  his  people  wmuld  always  be 
haraffed  and  ill-treated  by  new-comers,  and  in- 

treated 
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treated  that  I  would  leave  fome  perfotis  behind 
for  their  protection.  Very  little  dependance, 
liowever,  is  to  be  placed  in  the  truth  or  fincerity 
of  fuch  declarations ;  fince  thefe  people,  unlet¬ 
tered  as  they  are,  poffefs  no  fmall  fhare  of  policy 
and  addrefs,  and  fpare  no  pains  to  ingratiate 
themfelves,  by  the  help  of  a  little  flattery  (a  com¬ 
modity  with  whofe  value  they  feem  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted)  with  ftrangers,  to  whom  they  reprefent 
their  actions  as  refulting  from  the  moft  fmcere 
friendfliip  ;  by  which  means  they  frequently  pro¬ 
cure  very  valuable  prefents,  without  making  any 
return. 

From  the  time  of  Sen’*  Quadra’s  departure 
until  Wednefday  the  20th,  my  time  had  been 
moftly  employed  in  preparing  my  difpatches  for 
England ;  they  were  now  completed,  and  Mr. 
Mudge  w^ould  have  failed  this  day,  had  not  a 
hard  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.  E,  attended  with 
a  heavy  rain,  prevented  his  departure,  and  re¬ 
tarded  our  operations  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Chatham  and  Dardalus.  This  boifterous  un- 
pleafant  weather  continued  until  the  30th  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  wind  fhifting  to  the  N.  W. 
brought  fair  weather,  with  which  the  Fenis  and 
St.  Jofeph  failed  for  China. 

On  Tuefday,  October  the  2d,  the  Hope  brig, 
wTich  had  failed  on  the  20th  of  1  aft  month,  and 
the  Spanifh  armed  flxip  Princefla,  arrived  here 

from 


380  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [sEPTj 

from  the  eftablifhment  before  mentioned,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  formed  near  the  fouthern  en¬ 
trance  of  the  ftraits  of  De  Fuca  ;  which  was  the 
fame  open  bay  we  had  paiTed  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th  of  April  laft ;  but  it  having  been  found 
much  expofed,  and  the  anchorage  very  bad,  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  rocky  bottom,  the  Spaniards,  I  was  given 
to  underftand,  had  been  induced  intircly  to  eva¬ 
cuate  it ;  and  it  appeared  alfo  that  SeiV  FIdalgo 
had  brought  with  him  to  this  place  all  the  live 
frock  that  had  been  deftined  for  its  eftablifhment. 

Our  new  fuit  of  fails,  after  foaking  ibme  hours 
in  the  fea,  were  bent  on  Saturday  the  Odi.  The 
obfervatory,  wdth  the  inftruments  and  chrono¬ 
meters,  were  on  that  day  alfo  taken  on  board,  as 
well  thofe  fupplied  me  by  the  Navy  Board,  as 
thofe  intrufted  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  the 
care  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aftro- 
nomcr,  intended  for  this  expedition. 

The  very  unfettlcd  ftate  of  the  weather  much 
retarded  our  re-equipment,  and  the  appearance 
of  Vv^inter  having  already  commenced,  indicated 
the  whole  year  to  be  divided  here  into  twm  fea- 
fons  only.  The  month  of  September  had  been 
delightfully  pleafant,  and  the  fame  fort  of  w-ca- 
ther,  vvith  little  interruption,  had  prevailed  ever 
fmee  the  arrival  of  Sen"  Quadra  in  the  fpriiig ; 
during  which  period  ot  fettled  w^eather,  the  day 
was  always  attended  with  a  rcfreflnria;  2;ale  from 
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the  ocean,  and  a  gentle  breeze  prevailed  through 
the  night  from  the  land;  which  not  only  renders 
the  climate  of  this  country  extremely  pleafant, 
but  the  acccfs  and  egrefs  to  and  from  its  ports 
very  eafy  and  commodious. 

As  my  attention,  during  our  continuance  in 
this  port,  had  been  principally  engroffed  by  the 
negociation  already  adverted  to,  I  had  little  lei- 
fiire  to  profecute  other  inquiries  ;  1  fliall  there¬ 
fore  conclude  this  chapter  by  the  infertion  of 
fuch  obfervations  as  were  made  on  Ihore  at  the 
obfervatory. 

The  obfervations  commenced  on 
the  30th  of  Auguft,  at  which  time 
Kendall’s  chronometer,  according  to 
the  Birch-bay  rate  gave  the  longi¬ 
tude  233*^  58''  15^' 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  23 30^^ 

Arnold’s  watch,  on  board  the  Chat¬ 
ham,  by  the  Birch-bay  rate  232^  47'"  45^^ 

1  792*  Longitude  of  the  obfervatory. 

Sept.  7?  Myfelf,  two  fets  of  dif- 

tances,  moon  and  fun,  233°  22^  30^^ 

^  ^  I 


—  Mr.  Whidbey,  twm  do.  do.  1 

8, '  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto  44^  20^' 

■ —  Myfelf,  eight  ditto  ditto  38^  4V' 

9,  ditto,  eiajht  ditto  ditto  3L  30^' 

Mr. 
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—  Mr.  Whidbey,  eight  do.  do. 
12,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 
—  Myfelf,  fix  ditto  ditto 
23,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 
—  Mr.  Whidbey,  eight  do.  do. 
23,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 
—  Myfelf,  eight  ditto  ditto 
061.  1,  Mr.  V/hidbey,  fix  ditto 
moon  and  aquila, 

Aug.  22,  Five  fetsper  D  a  0,  taken 
by  myfelf  at  fea,  and  re¬ 
duced  at  this  place  by  the 
chronometer,  according 
to  its  rate  of  going  found 


here 

—  Five  fets,  taken  by  Mr. 

Whidbey,  ditto 
24,  Four  fets  by  myfelf,  ditto 
—  Four  fets  by  Mr.  Whid-* 
bey,  ditto 

The  mean  of  the  ^^holc^coUe^flvely 
taken  ;  being  forty- nine  fets  by  my¬ 
felf  ;  and  fifty-feven  by  Mr.  Whid¬ 
bey  ;  amounting  in  all  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fix  fets  of  lunar  diftances 


[[OCTOBEB, 

37^  17^' 
32^  32* 
27"  3^^ 
2&  34^^ 
13''  if 
12"  34^' 
12^  50^^ 

35"  25^^ 


Af  9^^ 

36^'  5^' 
30"  4Q^' 


34"  45 


n 


gave  the  longitude 


233'’  31"  30'^ 


By  which  our  obfervatioiis  place  Nootka  found 
about  2o"  30''"  to  the  eallward  of  the  longitude 

O 
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affigned  to  it  by  Captain  Cook,  and  about  10^  to 

the  eaftward  of  Sen''  Malafpina’s  obfervations  ; 
whence  it  fhould  feern  to  appear,  that  our  in- 

ftruments  for  the  longitude  were  erring  on  the 

eaftern  fide. 

Although  I  fliould  have  been  very  happy  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  longitude  as  fettled  by  aftrono- 
mers  of  fiiperior  abilities,  yet,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  fuch  a  conceffion  would  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  a  very  material  inconvenience,  in 
deranging  the  pofition  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
coafi:  that  have  already  been  furveyed,  and  laid 
down  by  our  own  obfervations.  For  this  effential 
reafon,  I  have  been  induced  to  retain  the  meridian 
of  Nootka,  as  cffcertained  by  our  own  obferva¬ 
tions,  which  fhewed  Kendall’s  chronometer,  on 
our  arrival,  to  be  2^^  45”  to  the  eaftward  of  what 

I 

I  have  confidered  as  the  true  longitude  ;  and  as  I 
had  reafon  to  believe  this  error  commenced  about 
the  time  of  our  departure  from  Defolation  found, 
and  that  it  had  been  regularly  increafing  fince 
that  period,  the  longitude  has  been  corredled  bpth 
in  my  journals  and  charts  from  that  fication. 

On  this  authority,  the  errors  ot  the  chrono¬ 
meters  have  been  found,  which,  on  the  5th  of 
October  at  noon,  were  as  follow :  (viz.) 

Kendall  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  F' 

And 


■ir' 
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]  1'/  13''-" 


h  '  q/ 


3'  35''  41 


/// 


O  o//  >-/// 


28' 


42'' 


14'''  45'"^ 


And  gaining  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  deduced  from  thirty- fix  fets 
of  correfponding  altitudes,  at  the 
rate  of 

Arnold’s  No.  82,  on  board  the 
Chatham,  fafi:  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  ^  4 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold’s  No.  1 4,  from  the  D^- 
dalus,  fafe  of  mean  time  at  Green¬ 
wich 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold’s  No.  176?  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich  2'"  15^.38'^  4C'''' 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Eariifliaw’s  pocket  watch,  faft 
of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  l 
And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

*  ) 

The  calculations  by  the  Portf- 
meuth  rate  of  Kendall’s  chrono¬ 
meter  have  hitherto  been  noticed, 
in  order  to  fhew  the  deitree  of  ac- 
curacy  with  which  it  had  gone, 
accordina:  to  its  then  afeertained 


2  r)//  r)  A-/// 


>-/ 

/ 


39"  41 


5"  30 


/// 


/// 
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motion,  in  encountering  the  vari¬ 
ous  climates  it  had  pafled  through 
fince  our  departure  from  that  port; 
but  as  I  have  no  fimilar  docu¬ 
ments,  or  the  leafl:  information, 
rcfpefting  the  three  chronometers 
I  received  from  the  D^dalus,  to 
compare  with  the  going  of  Ken¬ 
dall’s,  thofe  calculations  from 
hence  will  ceafe  to  attradl  our  at¬ 
tention. 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory, 
by  thirty  meridional  altitudes  of 
the  fun  49® 

The  variation  of  the  compafs, 
by  thirty  fets  of  azimuths,  taken 
by  three  different  compaffes,  vary¬ 
ing  from  to  21^,  gave  the 
mean  refult  1 8 

.  The  vertical  inclination  of  the 
magnetic  needle. 

Marked  end.  North  face  Eaft, 

Ditto,  Weft, 

Marked  end.  South  face  Eaft, 

Ditto,  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  of  the  marine 
dipping  needle 


C  c 


34^  20« 


22^  eaft 


J74O  Qf 
730 

730  7/ 

74®  52'' 
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CHAPTER  XL 

\ 

Depart  from  Nootka  Sound — Proceed  to  the  Sonih^ 
ward  along  the  Coajl — The  Dadahis  enters 
Gray's  Harbour — The  Chatham  enters  Columhui 
River — Arrival  of  the  Difcovery  at  Port  St, 
Ff  '  an  c  if  CO, 


inclemency  of  the  weather  prevented 
^  our  proceeding  in  our  feveral  occupations, 
and  detained  us  here  until  the  afternoon  of  Fri¬ 
day,  Oftober  the  12th,  when,  in  company  with 
the  Chatham  and  Daedalus,  we  hauled  out  of  the 
cove,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  land 
wind,  which  about  ten  o’clock  enabled  us  to  fail 
out  of  the  port  of  Nootka  ;  but  the  Chatham  and 
Daedalus  not  following,  we  brought  to  about 
midnight,  to  wait  their  coming  up.  This  how¬ 
ever  did  not  take  place  during  the  night,  which 
was  ferene  and  pleafant,  though  we  had  a  very 
heavy  and  irregular  fwell,  which  drove  us  fo  far 
to  the  weftward,  that  by  day-light  we  were  not 
more  than  two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
ledge  of  rocks  which  lie  two  leagues  to  the  weft- 
wmd  of  the  wxft  point  of  entrance  into  Nootka; 
our  foundings  were  from  25  to  30  fathoms. 

About 
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About  nine  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
1 3th,  the  Chatham  and  D^dalus  joined  com¬ 
pany.  The  Chatham,  by  the  weather  falling 
calm  juft  as  flie  had  weighed  anchor,  became 
under  no  command,  and  was  fwept  by  the  tide 
on  the  rocky  point  of  the  cove,  where  the  fea 
broke  with  great  violence  ;  but  by  proper  exer¬ 
tions,  and  immediate  affiftance  from  the  D^da- 
lus,  which  was  in  a  fortunate  htuation  for  that 
purpofc,  fhe  got  oiT  without  receiving  any  appa¬ 
rent  damage,  though  flie  had  ftruck  very  heavily. 

It  is  neceflary  here  to  ftate,  that  on  the  day 
previous  our  failing,  1  received  on  board  two 
young  women  for  the  purpofe  of  returning  them 
to  their  native  countrv,  the  Sandwich  iflands : 
which  they  had  quitted  in  a  veffel  that  arrived 
at  Nootka  on  the  7th  inftant,  called  the  Jenny, 
belons;ln8!:  to  Briftol.  But  as  that  veffel  was 
bound  from  hence  ftraight  to  England,  Mr.  James 
Baker  her  commander  very  earneftly  requefted, 
that  I  would  permit  thefe  two  unfortunate  girls 
to  take  a  paffage  in  the  Difeovery  to  Onehow, 
the  iiland  of  their  birth  and  refidence ;  from 
whence  it  feems  they  had  been  brought,  not  only 
very  contrary  to  their  wifhes  and  inclinations, 
but  totally  v/ithout  the  knowledge  or  confent  of 
their  friends  or  relations  ;  and  of  which  tranfac- 
tion  fome  particulars  will  hereafter  be  noticed, 
w^here  they  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular  pro- 
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grefs  of  our  narrative  ;  w^hich  I  now  refume  by 
obfervung,  that  after  fo  long  a  continuance  of  un- 
fettled  weather,  the  prefent  apparent  re-eftab- 
liflied  ferenity  encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  be 
enabled  in  our  route  to  the  fouthward  to  re-exa¬ 
mine  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  and  particularly 
a  river  and  a  harbour  dlfcovered  by  Mr.  Gray  in 
the  Columbia  between  the  45th  and  47th  de¬ 
grees  ot  north  latitude,  of  which  Sen''  Quadra  had 
favoured  me  with  a  fketch.  For  this  purpofe  our 
courfe  was  diredicd  along  fhore  to  the  eaftward, 
which  would  alfo  afford  an  opportunity  of  exa¬ 
mining  the  Spanifli  furvxy  between  Nootka  and 
De  Fuca’s  ftraits. 

Some  obfervations  were  made  to  afcertain  if 
any  error  had  taken  place  in  the  chronometers 
fince  they  had  been  received  from  the  fhore,  and 
I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  them  all  anfwer  very 
well.  Kendall’s  in  particular  was  very  exadl,  and 
its  excellency  having  already  been  proved,  I  was 
determined  to  depend  principally  upon  it  until ‘a 
further  opportunity  fliould  offer  for  afcertaining 
the  going  of  the  others. 

At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  49®  23^,  the 
longitude  233^  28^  The  northernmofl  land  in 
fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  W. ;  Nootka  N.  8  W. ; 
the  eafternmofl  land  in  fight  N.  88  E. ;  and  point 
Breakers,  our  neareft  fhore,  N.  30  E.  dlftant  four 
miles ;  whence  that  point  is  fituated  according 

to 
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to  our  obfervations,  wlilch  were  very  good,  made 
by  different  perfons,  and  agreeing  to  a  great  nice¬ 
ty,  in  latitude  4y°25^,  longitude  233'  32^  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  ftates  the  latitude  of  point  Breakers  to 
be  4y°  15^.  The  difference  of  ]  0^  is  decidedly  an 
error  of  the  prefs,  as  by  my  own  obfervationa 
during  that  voyage  point  Breakers  is  placed  in  la¬ 
titude  49^  24''. 

The  wind  at  N.  W.  blew  a  pleafant  gale  until 
the  evening,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  calms 
and  light  variable  airs  off  the  land,  which  conti¬ 
nued  until  near  noon  of  Sunday  the  14th,  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fore  part  of  the  night  the  depth  of  v/ater 
was  from  70  to  QO  fathoms,  but  by  the  morning 
we  were  drifted  too  far  from  the  land  to  gain 
foundings.  The  weather,  though  clear  over  head, 
was  hazy  towards  the  horizon,  and  rendered  the 
land  very  indiftindt ;  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a 
fine  breeze  from  the  weft  ward,  which  enabled  us 
to  fteer  in  for  the  land,  and  to  gain  a  diftant  view 
of  Ciayoquot  and  Nitfinat,  which,  according  to 
the  Spaniards,  are  the  native  names  of  port  Cox 
and  Berkley’s  found.  The  eaft  point  of  the  for¬ 
mer  at  fun-fet  by  compafs  bore  N.  50  W,  about 
four  leagues  diftant ;  the  W'cft  pgint  of  the  latter,, 
our  neareft  fhore,  N.  28  E.  about  five  miles  dif¬ 
tant,  and  the  coaft  in  fight  extended  from  eaft  to 
TS.  03  W.  Wefhortened  fail  for  the  night,  and 
inclined  our  courfe  towards  cape  Claflet.  I  had 
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been  given  to  underftand,  that  this  promontory 
was  by  the  natives  called  Claffet ;  bnt  now  find¬ 
ing  that  this  name  had  originated  only  from  that 
of  an  inferior  chief’s  refiding  in  its  neighbour¬ 
hood,  I  have  therefore  refumed  Captain  Cook’s 
original  appellation  of  cape  Flattery. 

The  weftwardly  wind  died  away  as  the  night 
;  approached,  when  we  were  in  foundings  from  30 
to  40  fathoms  ;  but  light  airs  and  calms  fucceed- 
ing,  we  were  foon  drivxn  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  land,  which  in  the  morning  of 
Monday  the  15th  was  nearly  obfcured  by  a  thick 
haze  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues.  The 
obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  48°  4lb  longitude 
234®  30^;  the  coafi:  then  in  fight  bearing  by  Com- 
pafs  from  N.  W.  to  E.  by  N. 

A  want  of  wind  until  Tuefday  the  1  6th  much 
increafed  our  diftance  from  the  iliore,  by  our  be¬ 
ing  fet  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  the  land  being  ftil! 
obfcured  by  a  denfe  haze,  prevented  our  difco- 
vering  that  wx  had  pafled  cape  Flattery  until  ten 
in  the  forenoon,  when  it  was  announced  by  the 
rocks  to  the  fouth  of  it ;  the  largeft  of  which, 
independently  of  Deftrudion  ifland,  is  the  moft 
extenfive  detached  land  exifting  on  the  fea  coaft 
between  cape  Flattery  and  cape  Mendocjno.  It 
is  of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  nearly  level  on  the  top, 
where  it  produces  a  few  trees,  its  fides  are  almoft 
perpendicular;'  near  it  are  fome  fmall  white  bar¬ 
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ren  rocks,  fome  funken  ones,  and  fome'  rocky 
iflets  of  curious  and  romantic  fliapes.  At  noon 
the  obferved  latitude  was  48*^  8k  and  the  longi¬ 


tude,  deduced  from  four  different  fets  of  obfer- 
yatlons  for  the  chronometer  taken  in  the  after-- 
noon,  was  235°  26^.  In  this  lituatlon  the  foutli- 
crnmoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  78  E, 
and  the  mountain  before  confidered  as  mount 
Olympus,  eaft.  Whether  our  having  been  lat¬ 
terly  accuftomed  to  fee  more  lofty  mountains,  or 
whether  the  mountain  being  dlfrobed  of  its  win¬ 
ter  garment  (the  fnow^  now  being  only  In  patches) 
produced  the  effedl.  Is  not  eafily  determined,  hut 
it  certainly  feemed  of  lefs  ftupendous  height  than 
when  we  firff  beheld  it  in  the  fprlng,  A  light 
favorable  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  during  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  afforded  a  good  opportunity  for  deter¬ 
mining  the  fituation  of  this  cape,  and  I  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  find  it  correfpond  exacPcly  wdth  the 
pofition  I  had  affigned  to  it,  on  paffing  It  in  the 
fprlng.  This  evinced  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  meridian  of  Nootka  for  our  charts,  agreeably 
to  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  we  had  made  for 
afcertainlng  it. 

In  the  point  of  view  wc  this  day  faw  the  en¬ 
trance  of  De  Fuca’s  ffcralts,  it  appeared  in  no  re- 
fpecd  remarkable,  or  likely  to  be  an  opening'  of 
any  confiderable  extent.  The  night  being  again 
almoft  calm,  our  diftance  from  the  land  was  in- 
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creafed  as  before.  We  approached  it  flowdy  in 
the  forenoon  of  Wednefday  the  l/th,  and  at 
mid-day  the  coaft  by  compafs  extended  from 
N.  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E. ;  mount  Olympus  bore 
N.  40  E.  and  the  nearefl:  Ibore  N.  E.  about  four 
leagues  diftant.  Our  obferved  latitude  47*^  2 7^ 
longitude  235®  38h  agreed  exceedingly  well  with 
our  former  pofition  of  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

A  light  N.  W.  breeze  prevailed  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  which  by  fun-fet  brought  us  within  four 
miles  of  the  ftiore,  having  foundings  from  50  to 
30  fathoms.  At  eight  the  wind  died  away,  and 
as  we  were  now  approaching  a  part  of  the  coaft 
which  wc  had  formerly  paffed  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance  than  I  could  have  wifhed,  we  anchored  for 
the  night  to  prevent  the  fame  thing  happening 
a  fecond  time.  The  depth  of  water  was  24  fa¬ 
thoms,  black  fandy  bottom.  At  five  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Thurfday  the  18th,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  the  land,  we  turned  up  along  fhore,  and 
had  foundings  from  17  to  40  fathoms.  The  land 
breeze  was  fucceeded  by  one  from  the  N.  W.  ; 
at  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  47®  14^,  longi¬ 
tude  235®  59^  very  nearly  correfponding^  with 
the  pofition  of  this  coaft  as  laid  down  by  us  in 
the  fpring.  In  this  fituation  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  28  W.  ;  the 
perforated  rock  noticed  off  point  Grenville  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  April,  N.  15  W.  ;  mount 

Olympus 
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Olympus  N.  14  E.  ;  the  neareft  ihorc,  being  a 
fmall  detached  rock,  S.  80  E.  three  or  four  jmiles 
diftant ;  two  low  points  of  land  which  we  con- 
fidered  to  form  the  points  of  Gray’s  harbour, 
S.  40  E.  ;  and  S,  35  E. ;  and  the  fouthernmoft 
land  in  fight  S.  32  E.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morn^ 
ing  we  had  feen  a  remarkably  high  round  moun¬ 
tain,  which  now  bore  by  compafs  N.  79  E.  and 
rofe  confpicuoufly  from  a  plain  of  low,  or  rather 
moderately  elevated  land,  and  was  covered  with 
fnow  as  far  down  as  the  intervening  hills  permit¬ 
ted  us  to  fee.  We  entertained  little  doubt  of  its 
being  mount  Rainier,  which  was  foon  afterwards 
confirmed  ;  its  diftance  from  us  being  an  hundred 
geographical  miles. 

The  wxather  and  every  other  circumftance 
concurring  to  promote  the  defign  I  had  formed 
of  re-examining  this  coaft,  I  diredfed  that  Mr, 
Whidbey,  taking  one  of  the  Difcovery’s  boats, 
fhould  proceed^ in  the  D^dalus  to  examine  Gray’s 
harbour,  faid  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  45^  53', 
whilft  the  Chatham  and  Difcovery  explored  the 
river  Mr.  Gray  had  dlfcovered  in  the  latitude  of 
10'.  In  the  event  of  our  not  meeting  with 
the  Daedalus  before  we  reached  Monterrey,  that 
port  was  appointed  as  a  rendezvous.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  fouthward  at  the  diftance  of  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  fliore,  having  regular  found¬ 
ings  at  a  depth  from  13  to  1 9  fathoms. 
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Towards  midnight  the  light  N.  W.  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  during  moft  part  of  the  day, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  calm,  on  wdiich  we  anchored 
in  lO  fathoms  water,  and  at  day- light  the  next 
morning  dlfcovered  our  fituatlon  to  be  off  the 
bay  w^e  had  endeavoured  to  enter  the  27th  of  laft 
April,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  outerm.oft 
of  the  breakers,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  73  E. ; 
the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight  S.  S.  E. ; 
mount  Rainier  N.  55  E. ;  the  S.  E.  point  of  Gray’s 
harbour,  which  is  low  projcfting  land,  covered 
with  trees,  N.  2  W.  ;  and  mount  Olympus,  our 
northernmoft  land  in  view,  north.  This  by  va¬ 
rious  obfervations,  I  found  to  be  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  47^  50^,  longitude  235^  4k  Here  the  bay 
before  us  did  not  appear  to  fall  fo  far  hack  as  I 
had  been  led  to  fuppofe,  but  the  low  land  pro¬ 
jected  further  into  the  ocean  than  it  had  appeared 
to  do  on  our  former  view  of  it ;  and  Infiead  of 

t 

the  breakers  being  intirely  connefted,  two  fmall 
openings  were  dlfcovered,  which,  however,  from 
the  colour  of  the  water,  and  the  riling  of  the 
fwell  acrofs  them,  muft  be  very  lliallow.  Bro¬ 
ken  water  was  alfo  feen  in  every  direction  be¬ 
tween  the  outer  reefs  and  the  fhore,  the  latter  of 
which  was  not  difcernible  until  eleven  o’clock 
on  Friday  the  1 9th,  when  a  breeze  fet  in  from  the 
N.  W.  w  hich  difperfed  the  haze,  and  fliew^ed  the 
boundary  of  the  coaft  to  be  one  uninterrupted 
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beach,  lined  v/ith  breakers  at  irregular  diftances 
from  It.  With  this  breeze  we  weighed  anchor. 
The  latitude  obferved  at  noon  was  4(3°  42^,  but 
obfervations  for  the  chronometers  were  not  pro¬ 
cured. 

V/ith  a  pleafant  gale  and  fine  weather  we 
coafted  along  this  delightful  and  apparently  fer¬ 
tile  part  of  New  Georgia,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  league  from  the  fhoals,  having  foundings  from 
•  ten  to  fixteen  fathoms,  until  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  having  nearly  reached  cape  Difap- 
polntment,  which  forms  the  north  point  of  en¬ 
trance  into  Columbia  river,  fo  named  by  Mr. 
Gray,  I  diredled  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it,  and 
on  her  arrival  at  the  bar  fliould  no  more  than 
four  fathoms  water  be  found,  the  fignal  for  dan¬ 
ger  was  to  be  made  ;  but  if  the  channel  appeared 
to  be  further  navigable,  then  to  proceed. 

As  we  followed  the  Chatham  the  depth  of 
•  water  decreafed  to  four  fathoms,  in  which  we 

j 

failed  fome  little  time  without  being  able  to  dif- 
tlnguifli  the  entrance  into  the  river,  the  fea 
breaking  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  from  fliore  to 
fhore ;  but  as  the  Chatham  continued  to  purfue 
her  courfe,  I  concluded  fhe  was  in  a  fair  chan¬ 
nel.  We  however  foon  arrived  in  three  fathoms, 
and  as  the  water  was  becoming  lefs  deep,  and 
breaking  in  all  dirediions  around  us,  1  hauled  to 
the  weft  ward  in  order  to  efcape  the  threatened 

danger. 
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danger.  In  doing  this  we  were  affifted  by  a  very 
ftrorig  ebb  tide  that  fat  out  of  the  river,  and 
which  oppofing  a  very  heavy  fwell  that  rolled 
Irom  the  weftward  directly  on  the  fiiore,  caufed 
an  irregular  and  dangerous  fea.  By  feven',  our 
depth  of  water  had  increafed  to  ten  fathoms, 
wBere,  conceiving  ourfelves  in  fafety,  w^e  an- 
chored  for  the  night,  which  paffed  very  imcoin- 
fortably,  owing  to  the  violent  motion  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  the  Chatham, 
trom  which  a  fignal  was  made  at  the  moment 
we  hauled  out  of  the  breakers,  which  we  were 
fearful  might  have  been  for  affiitance,  as  the  clof* 
ing  in  of  the  day  prevented  our  accurately  diftin- 
guifliing  the  colour  of  the  flags  ;  but  as  fhe  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  perfecfly  under  command,  and  as 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide  and  the  heavy  fea  render¬ 
ed  any  affiftance  from  us  impradlicable,  I  w^as 
willing  to  hope  the  fignal  might  have  been  for 
the  bar,  which,  at  day-light  the  next  morning, 
was  proved  to  be  the  cafe  by  her  being  feen  rid¬ 
ing  in  perfect  fafety,  about  two  miles  within  the 
fiation  we  had  taken. 

The  morning  of  Saturday  the  20th  was  calm 
and  fair,  yet  the  heavy  crofs  fwell  continued, 
and  within  the  Chatham  the  breakers  feerned  to 
extend  without  the  leaft  interruption  from  111  ore 
to  fliore.  Anxious,  however,  to  afeertain  this 
fadt,  I  fent  Lieutenant  Swaine,  in  the  cutter, 
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to  found  between  us  and  the  Chatham,  and  to 
acquire  fuch  information  from  Mr.  Broughton  as 
he  might  be  able  to  communicate  ;  but  a  frefh 
eafterly  breeze  prevented  his  reaching  our  con- 
fort,  and  obliged  him  to  return  :  in  confequence 
of  which  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Chatham,  and  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  who  founded  as  he  came  out,  but  found 
no  bar,  as  we  had  been  given  to  underftand.  The 
bottom  was  a  dead  flat  wdthin  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  our  anchorage.  From  Mr.  Johnftone  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  unpleafant  intelligence,  that  by  the 
violence  of  the  furf,  which,  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  had  broken  over  the  decks  of  the 
Chatham,  her  fmall  boat  had  been  dafhed  to 
pieces.  Mr.  Johnftone  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  had  the  Difcovery  anchored  where  the  Chat¬ 
ham  did^,  fhe'  muft  have  ftruck  with  great  vio¬ 
lence.  Under  this  circumftance  we  undoubtedly 
experienced  a  moft  providential  efcape  in  hauling 
from  the  breakers.  My  former  opinion  of  this 
port  being  Inacceffible  to  veflbls  of  our  burthen 
was  nov/  fully  confirmed,  with  this  exception, 
that  in  very  fine  weather,  with  moderate  winds, 
and  a  fmooth  fea,  veiTels  not  exceeding  four  hun¬ 
dred  tons  might,  fo  far  as  we  wxre  enabled  to 
judge,  gain  admittance.  The  Daedalus,  how¬ 
ever,  being  diredted  to  fearch  for  us  here,  I  was 
induced  to  perfevere ;  particularly  as,  towards 

noon, 


3QS  A  OF  DISCOVERY  [oCT, 

noon,  a  thick  haze,  which  before  had  in  a  ^reat 

d-' 

degree  obfeured  the  land^  cleared  away,  and  the 
hesivy  fwell  having  much  fubfided,  gave  us  a 
more  perfect  view  of  our  fituation,  and  fliewed 
this  opening  in  the  coaft  to  be  much  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  I  had  formerly  imagined.  Mount 
Olympus,  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight,  bore 
by  compafs  N.  7  W.  ;  cape  Difappointment  N. 
Gl  E;  two  miles,  the  breakers  extending  from  its 
lliore  S.  87  E.  about  hadf  a  league  diftant ;  thofe 
on  the  fouthern  or  oppofite  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  river  S.  76  E.  :  between  thefe  is  the 
channel  into  the  river,  where  at  this  time  the 
fea  did  not  break.  The  coaft  was  feen  to  the 
fouthward  as  far  as  S.  31  E.  The  obferved  la¬ 
titude  aOT"  2o\  which  placed  cape  Difappoint¬ 
ment  one  mile  further  north  than  did  our  former 
obfervations.  The  flood  at  one  o’clock  making 
in  our  favor,  we  wxighedi  wdth  a  fignal  as  before 
for  the  Chatham  to  lead.  With  boats  a-head 
founding,  we  made  all  fail  to  windward,  in  four 
to  fix  fathoms  wxater.  The  Chatham  being  fur¬ 
ther  advanced  in  the  channel,  and  having  more 
wind  and  tide,  made  a  greater  progrefs  than  the 
Difeovery.  About  three  o’clock  a  gun  w^as  fired 
from  behind  a  point  that  projedfed  from  the  in¬ 
ner  part  of  cape  Difappointment,  forming,  to  all 
appearance,  a  very  fnug  cove  ;  this  was  anfwered 
by  the  hoifting  of  the  Chatham’s  colours,  and 

firing 
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firing  a  gun  to  leeward^  by  which  we  concluded 
fome  veffcl  was  there  at  anchor.  Soon  after- 
W'Urds  foundings  were  denoted  by  the  Chatham 
to  be  fix  and  feven  fathoms,  and  at  four  file  an¬ 
chored  apparently  in  a  tolerably  fnug  birth.  To¬ 
wards  fun-fet,  the  ebb  making  ftrongly  agalnil:  ' 
us,  with  fcarcely  fufficient  wind  to  command 
the  fliip,  we  w^ere  driven  out  of  the  channel  into 
1 3  fathoms  water,  w  here  w^e  anchored  for  the 
night ;  the  ferenity  of  which  flattered  us  wdtlt 
the  hope  of  getting  in  the  next  day. 

The  clearnefs  of  the  atmofphere  enabled  us  to 
fee  the  high  round  fnov/y  mountains,  noticed  ■ 
when  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
to  the  fouthward  of  mount  Rainier ;  from  this 
ftation  it  bore  by  compafs  N.  77  E.  and,  like 
mount  Rainier,  fcemed  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow%  as  low  down  as  the  intervening  country 
permitted  it  to  be  feen.  This  I  have  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  the  name  of  Mount  St.  Helens,  in  ho¬ 
nor  of  His  Britannic  Majefly’s  ambaflador  at  the 
court  of  Madrid.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  4(5"  Qh 
and  in  longitude  238°  4^,  according  to  our  obfer- 
vations. 

All  hopes  of  getting  Into  Columbia  river  va- 
niflied  on  Sunday  morning  the  2lfl:,  which 
brought  with  it  a  frefh  gale  from  the  S.  E.  and 
every  appearance  of  approaching  bad  weather, 
which  the  falling  of  the  mercury  in  the  barome¬ 
ter 
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ter  alfo  indicated.  We  therefore  weighed  and 
flood  to  fea ;  foon  after  this  fome  obfervations 
for  the  chronometer  were  obtained,  which  gave 
the  longitude  230®  4^  30^^.,  by  which  cape  Dif- 
appointment  appeared  to  be  3^  in  longitude  fur¬ 
ther  eafl  than  I  had  formerly  efleemed  it  to  be  ; 
it  is  however  too  trifling  to  demand  correclion, 
as  fuch  a  difference,  and  even  a  much  2;;reateF 
one,  is  liable  to  arife,  by  any  little  alteration  in 
the  rate  of  the  chronometer. 

The  forenoon  was  employed  in  making  the 
neceflkry  preparations  for  bad  weather,  which 
was  foon  found  to  be  an  effential  precaution.  An 
increafe  of  the  gale,  with  a  very  heavy  fea,  obliged 
us  about  two  in  the  afternoon  to  clofe-reef  the 
topfails,  and  to  hand  the  mainfail  and  mizen 

Under  this  fail  we  flood  to  the  S.  W.  until 
two  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  22d,  when, 
the  wind  in  fome  degree  moderating,  we  again 
made  for  the  land,  the  gale  fubfided,  and  in  the 
forenoon  the  wind  from  the  S.  E.  was  light  and 
variable.  The  weather,  however,  was  very  un¬ 
fettled,  feveral  water  fpo,uts  were  feen,  and  fome 
pafled  at  no  great  diflance  from  the  fhip.  By  a 
very  indifferent  obfervation,  at  noon,  the  latitude 
was  afeertained  to  be  45®  4^  and  the  longitude 
by  the  reckoning  234®  49h  About  tw^o  in  the 
afternoon,  a  flrong  gale,  attended  with  heavy 

dark 
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dark  gloomy  weather,  fuddenly  arofe  from*  the 
N,  W.  and  foon  increafed  with  fuch  violence  as 
obliged  us  afterwards  to  ftrike  the  top-ga!lant 
mafts,  c!ofe~reef  the  topfails^  and  to  take  in’  the 
main  and  the  fore  and  mizen  topfails.  This 
boifterous  weather,  in  addition  to  the  advanced 
ftate  of  the  feafon,  induced  me  to  abandon  every 
idea  of  regaining  Columbia  river ;  and,  under 
the  conviftion  that  from  Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr. 
Whidbey  I  fliould  receive’  every  information  1 
required,  not  only  of  Gray’s  harbour  but  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  river,  which  Mr.  Broughton  had  entered, 
and  who  I  was  affured  would  not  quit  it  with¬ 
out  being  fatisfied  in  its  examination,  I  directed 
our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

The  gale  moderated  next  morning,  Tuefday23, 
veered  to  the  S.  and  bringing- with  it  more  fettled 
weather,  we  made  all  fail.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  was  44^  3  B,  longitude  by  the  chrono¬ 
meter  234^  12- .  This  favorable  appearance  of 
the  weather  was  however  of  fhort  duration.  The 
wdnd  in  the  afternoon  again  blew  a  ftrong  gale, 
w^hich  obliged  us  to  ftand  to  the  S.  V/.  under 
ftorra  ftay-fails  until  near  midnight,  w^hen  it 
veered  to  the  S.  W.  became  more  moderate,  and 
we  were  enabled  to  ftand  to  the  S.  S.  E.  The- 
weather,  however,  continued  very  unfettled,  the 
le-a'  was  very  heavy  and  irregular,  and  the  wind 
became  variable  between  S'.  W.  and  S;  S.  E.  On 
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Wediiefday  morning  the  24th,  fome  water  fpouts 
again  appeared,  and  towards  noon-  came  on  a 
very  violent  ftorm  of  lightning,  thunder,  and 
rain ;  about  which  time^  very  unexpedtedly,  wx 
faw^the  land.  I  confidered  it  to  be  part  of  the 
coafi:  about  cape  Perpetua ;  it  bore  eaft,  and  w^as 
not  more  than  fix  leagues  from  us,  though,  by 
our  reckoning,  it  fliould  have  been  more  than 
twice  that  diftance.  The  wind,  wdth  fqualls 
from  the  S.  S.  W.  now  blew  very  hard,  wdth 
which,  in  order  to  regain  an  offing,  we  flood  to 
the  wxflward;  but  this  was  accompliffied  fo 
llowly,  that  at  five  in  the  evening  the  land  wxs 
flill  in  light  to  the  eaflward,  diflant  about  fix 
or  feven  leagues ;  and  though  the  ffiip  w^as  al¬ 
ready  under  a  fevere  prefs  of  fail,  it  became  ne- 
ceffarv  to  make  confiderable  addition,  which  the 
ffiip  being  unable  to  carry,  the  topfails  were  again 
clofe-reefed,  under  which  and  the  two  courfes, 
we  flood  to  the  north- wxflwxrd  during  the  night, 
which  was  very  flormy.  The  weather  conti¬ 
nued  unfettled,  although  the  v;ind  became  light 
and  variable  between  the  S.  and  S.  W.  attended 
with  heavy  rain  and  unpleafant  weather,  until, 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  25th,  w^hen  the  wind 
ffiiftcd  to  the  N.  W.  blew  a  gentle  breeze,  and 
brought  wdth  it  a  clear  atmofphere.  To  this 
favorable  breeze  wx  fpread  all  our  canvafs,  and 
dlredled  our  conrfe  for  cape  Orford,  in  order  to 
re-examine  its  pofition*  _  .  ;  . 
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At  noon  the  next  day,  Friday  the  20th,  onr 
obferved  latitude  was  43^  longitude  243^ 
5  F.  .Towards  fun-fet  a  diftant  view  of  the  coaft 
was  gained,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  and  by  ten  at  night 
the  wind  veered  again  to  the  S.  E.  which,  by 
noon  of  Saturday  the  27th,  reduced  us  to  our 
clofe-reefed  topfails.  The  gale  moderated  to¬ 
wards  midnight,  and  once  more  we  fpread  all  our 
canvafs  to  a  moderate  breeze,  between  the  fouth 
and  S.  E.  which  was  ftill  attended  with  a  heavy 
difagreeable  crols  fwell,  rendering  the  fhip,  with 
her  then  heavy  cargo,  very  uneafy.  The  wea¬ 
ther  in  general  w^as  much  more  pleafant  than 
that  which  we  had  lately  experienced,  and  as  the 
wind  veered,  we  occafionally  tacked  to  get  to  the 
S.  E.  By  thefe  means,  on  the  evening  of  Mon¬ 
day  the  29th,  the  coafi:  was  feen  extending  by 
compafs  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  by  Ei  ;  cape 
Orford  bearing  Ei  by  N.  about  four  miles  dif¬ 
tant.  By  the  obfervations  made  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  the  latitude  of  this  cape,  as  before  ftatcd, 
was  found  to  be  correct ;  the  longitude  as  at  cape 
Dllappolntment  deviated  three  miles  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  The  next  day,  Tuefday  the?30th,  in  the 

afternoon,  I  made'  fome  further  obfervations  to 
% 

this  eife6t,  (not  having  proceeded  more  than 
three  or  four  leagues  to  the  fouth  ward  of  the 
cape)  which  produced  the  like  rcfult. 

The  wind  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  di- 

D  d  2  red:io%. 
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reftion,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze,  with  plea- 
fant  weather;  but  the  very  uncomfortable  ftate 
of  the  veffel,  in  confequence  of  a  difagreeable 
fwell,  was  foon  again  aggravated  by  the  iiicreafe  < 

If  _  _ 

of  the  S.  E.  wind,  which,  at  fun-fet,  on  Friday 
the  2d  of  November,  reduced  us  to  a  clofe-rerfed 
topfail  and  forefail.  This  gale  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  high  fea,  which,  about  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  Saturday  the  3d,  carried  away 
our  fpritfail  yard  in  the  flings.  After  day-break 
the  wind  fliifted  to  the  N.  W. ;  wdth  this  we 
fleered  to  the  S.  S.  E.  againft  a  very  heavy  head 
fea,  which  wafhed  overboard  John  Davifon,  a 
feaman,  whilfl  rigging  a  new  fpritfail  yard.  This 
poor  fellow  being  a  good  fwimmer,  was  enabled 
to  fupport  himfelf  until  our  fmall  boat  from  the 
flern  happily  picked  him  up,  when  nearly  ex- 
haufted. 

The  wind  continuing  to  blow  a  frelh  breeze 
to  the  weft  ward  of  fouth,  we  made  a  fine  flant 
along  the  coaft  to  the  fouth-eaftward.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  pleafant  until  near  mid¬ 
night,  when  the  wind  veered  to  the  S.  E.  and  by 
four  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  4th,  its  vio¬ 
lence  obliged  us  to  ftrike  the  top-gallant  mails, 
and  bring  the  fhip  under  the  forefail  and  ftorm 
flayfails ;  even  this  low  fail  was  more  than  pru¬ 
dence  could  authorize,  yet' I  Was,  and  had  been, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  flormy  weather, 

necellitated 
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neceffitated.  to  refort  to  this  meafure,  left  we 
lliould  lofe,  in  thefe  tempeftuous  returns,  the 
diftance  which  the  Ihort  intervals  of  .moderate 
weather  permitted  us  to  gain.  This  gale  mo.de.- 
rated  in  the  evening ;  clofe-reefecj  topfails  were 
fet ;  towards  midnight  the  wind  veered  to  jthp 
weftward,  and  the  next  morning,  Monday  the 
5th,  we  again  flood  to  the  fouth.  The  wind 
between  N.  W.  and  W.  attended  flill  with  the 
fame  heavy  irregular  fwell,  blew  a  moderate 
breeze  with  fair  and  pleafant  weather,  which 
gave  us  again,  on  the  following  day,  Tuefday  the 
0th,  fight  of  the  land  extending  by  compafs  f^om 
N.  E.  by  N.  )to  E.  i  S.  The  fouthernmoft  ^pro¬ 
montory  of  cape  Mendocino,  N.  40  E.  diftaat 
five  or  fix  leagues.  At  noon  in*  this  fituation  our 
latitude  was  40°  lO'',  longitude  235°  33^.  From 
the  obfervations  on  this  occafion,  I  found  the 
latitude  of  cape  Mendocino  exadlly  to  correfpond, 
and  the  longitude  to  be  within  3^  of  the  pofition 
I  had  before  affigned  to  it.  This  circumftance 
afforded  me  much  fatisfadlion,  as  it  proved  the 
accuracy  of  our  furvey  in  the  fpring,  and  flat¬ 
tered  me  with  the  hope,  that  future  vifitors  to 
this  Goaft  would  find  the  feveral  prcgedling  points, 
as  well  to  the  north  of  cape  Mendocino,  as.  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  which  we  were  now  bound  to 
vifit,  laid  down  wdth  tolerable  accuracy  in  our 
chart.  ; 
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Ttie  wind,  however,  proved  adverfe  to  oiir 
fouthern  progrefs ;  it  again  veered  to  the  S.  E. 
^and  as  nfual^was  attended  with  fqualls  and  tor¬ 
rents  of  rain,  which  kept  us  under  clofe-reefed 
toplails  until  Wednefday  morning  the  7th,  when 
the  gale  gradually  died  away,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  a  calm  ;  the  fame  heavy  irregular  fea,  thick 
weather,  and  a  deluge  'of  rain  continued  until 
the  morning  ofThurfday  the  8th,  when  a  gentle 
breqze  fprang'  up  from  the  N.  W.  and  the  at- 
mofphere  'once  more  affumed  'a  clear  and  plea- 
iant  appearance.  ■  ^  ‘-N"'  r- 

We  had  now  paffed  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Men!- 
docihb,  and' 'with  this  favorable ’  change  in  the 
weather  loft  not  a'  moment  ini  making  all  fail 
\o Wards  the  land ‘to  the  S.'E.  of  the  cape,  which 
"at  noon  was  in  fight,  extending  by  compafs  from 

N'.  by  E.  to  E.  by  N.^;  the  neareft  fliore  bearing 

<•,  _ 

'Ni  55  E.'  about  ^ight  leagues  diftantW  The  la- 

i  I  '  - 

ftitude  obferved  w^as  39°  5  iWftdngitude^  23’5°  48^. 
We  had  approached' abouf  dark  nearly  Within 'a 
league  of  the  fhore,  and  as  we  had  now  to  com¬ 
mence  the  examination  of  the  coaft  to  the  fouth- 
'  ward,  we  hauled  our  wind  and  plied  under  an 
<'eafv  fail  until  day-light  in  the  'morning  of  Friday 
the  9th,  when  we  again -refumed  our  courfe 
along  fhore  with  a  light  northerly  breeze,'  which 

f 

’by  noon  brought  us  to  that  part  of  the  coaft'  w^e 
firft  made  on  the  1 7th  ol  laft  April.  It  extended 
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by  compafs  from  S.  43  E.  to  N.  33  W. ;  the 
neareft  Ibore  bearing  E.  by  N.  about  two  leagues 
diftant.  In  this  fituation  our  latitude  was  39® 
25\  longitude  230°  32',  which  places  the  coaft 
under  this  parallel  near  a  quarter  of  a  degree 
more  to  the  eaftward  than  I  had  confidered  it  on 
our  former  vifit.  The  land  to  the  fouthward, 
which  had  then  appeared  to  have  been  much 
broken,  was  now  proved  to  be  compadl,  the  de¬ 
ception  having  been  occafioned  by  our  diftance 
from  it,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  furface,  w^hich 
rifes  abruptly  in  low  fandy  clitFs  from  a  coniifi'iSed 
beach  which  uniformly  compofes  the  fea  ibore. 
The  interior  country  appeared  to  be  nearly  an 
uninterrupted  foreft,  but  towards  the  fea  fide  was 
a  pleafmg  variety  of  open  fpaces. 

From  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo¬ 
cino  to  the  land  we  w'ere  abreaft  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  the  coaft  takes  a  direftion  about  S’. 
40  E.  for  about  12  or  13  leagues,  and  there 
forms  fomethlng  of  a  projeftion,  whence  it  falls 
back  about  two  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  and  then 
ftretches  about  S.  15  E,  in  which  dlredlion  we 
failed  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  ftiofe  which  ftlli  continued  compaeft,  with 
two  or  three  fmall  rocky  iftets  lying  near  it.  As 
we  proceeded,  a  diftant  view  was  obtained  of  the 
inland  country,  w-hich  was  compofed  of  very 
lofty  rugged  mountains  extending  in  a  ridge 
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nearly  pa^dlel  to  the  direftion  of  the'  coaiL 
Thefe  were  in  general  deftitute  of  wood,  and 
the  more  elevated  parts  were  covered  with  per¬ 
petual  fnow.  ‘ 

In  the  evening  we  again  hauled  off  from  the 
fhore  to  wait  the  return  of  day,  Saturday  the. 
3  0th,  at  which  time  a  low  projecting  point, 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Punta  Barro  de  Arena, 
bore  by  compafs  S.  5  7  E-  about  two  leagues  froni 
us.  The  wind  blew  a  plealant  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  with  fine  weather,  w  hich  made  me  much 
regi^t  the  delays  our  furvey  demanded,  as  thele 
now  prevented  our  embracing  fo  favorable  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  the  beft  of  our  way  to  thofe 
ports  of  refrefliments  now  not  far  off,  efpeclally 
as  fome  fcorbutic  fymptoms  Bad  at  length  made 
their  appearance.  Six  of  the  crew  were  affe<9:ed, 
though  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  caufe  confine^ 
ment.  The  fame  attention  had  been  unremit¬ 
tingly  paid  to  the  prefervation  of  health  as  on  all 

f 

former  occafions  during  the  voyage,  and  I  was 
unable  to  afcribe  the  appearance  of  this  malady 
to  any  other  caufe  than  the  laborious  exertions 
which  the  nature  of  the  fervice  had  demanded, 
and  the  fcarcity  of  refrefhments  w^e  had  been  en¬ 
abled  to  procure  in  the  courfe  of  the  Bummer. 
The  very  unpleafant  ftate  of  the  fhip  during  the 
late  boifterous  weather  had  undoubtedly  operated 
in  producing  this  calamity,  by  the  crew  being 

almoft 
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almoft  contmually  wet  with  the  inceiTant  rains, 

and  from  our  having  fliipped  a  great  ’  quantity  of 

water  which  had  unavoidably  kept  the  fhip 

4amp  in  fpite  of  our ’Utmoft  endeavors.  The  fa*- 

lubrious  qualities  of  the  four  krout,  though  ferved 

with  the  portable  foup  every  day,  and  boiled  not 

only  in  the  peas  for  dinner,  but  every  morning 

in  the  wheat  for  breakfaii,  ever  fince  we  had  left 

Nootka,  had  not  averted  the  evil.  On  the  firfl: 

« 

lymptoms  of  the  diieafe,  recourfe  was  immedi¬ 
ately  had  to  the  ellence  of  malt,  with  the  infpif- 
iated  juice  of  orange  and  lemon,  which  frdrh 
fbme  removed  the  dilbrdcr,  and  checked  its  pro^ 
grefs  in  others,  though  they  ftill  continued  to 

r  . 

labour  under  its  influence. 

We  purfued  our  line  of  direSion  flowly^albng 
the  coaft,  owing  to  the  late  baffling  winds  that 
prevailed.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  38® 
48',  longitude  236®  42';  the  fouthernmoft  land 
in  light  bore  by  compafs  S.  67  E.  ;  two  fmall 
rocky  illets  lying  near  the  coaft  N.  7Q  E. ;  the 
neareft  lliore  about  tw^o  leagues  diftant ;  and  the 
point  de  Arena  being  nearly  the  north ernmoft 
land  in  light  N.  10  W.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  leagues.  According  to  our  obfervations 
this  point  is  fituated  in  latitude  38°  56',  longi¬ 
tude  236°  44';  it  forms  a  confpicuous  mark  on 
the  coaft ;  the  lliores  to  the  north  of  it  take  a 
diredlion  N.  10  W. ;  its  northern  fide  is  com- 

pofed 
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pofed  of  black  rugged  rocks  on  ^hFch  the  fea 
‘  breaks  with  great  violence;  to  the  fouth  of  it 
the  coaft  trends  S.  35  E. ;  its  fouthern  fide  is 
compofed  of  low  fandy  or  .clayey  cliffs,  remark¬ 
ably  white,  though  interfperfed  with  »ftreaks  of  a 
dull  green  colour;  the  country  above  it  rifes 
with  a  gentle  afcent,  is  chequered  with  uopfes 
of  foreil  trees  and  clear  ground,  which  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  being  in  a  high  ftate  of  culti¬ 
vation.  The  land  further  fouth  is  high,  fteep  to 
the  fea,  and  prefented  a  rudu  and  barren  afpedl. 
Our  foundings  were  75  and  70  fathoms.  The 
calm  of  the  afternoon  was  fucceeded  by  a  S.  E. 
wind  and  its  ufual  attendant,  a  heavy  rain,  which 
prevented  our  acquiring  any  further  knowledge 
of  the^^poaft  until  Monday  the  12th,  when,  on 
the  return  of  a  favorable  gale,  we  flood  for  the 
land,  which  at  noon  extended  by  cbmpafs  from 
-N.  15  W.  to  S.  77  E. ;  the  nearefl  fhore  bore 
N.  E.  about  five  leagues  diflant,  latitude  38°  17'', 
longitude  236”  5i)^.  As  we  approached  the  fhore, 
advancing  to  the  fouthward,  the  country  became 
nearly  deflitute  of  wood  and  verdure, , at  leaft 
-that  part  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea. fhore, 
-which  was  nearly  ftraight  aiid  compadl.  The 
more  interior  hills,  rifing  behind  thofc  forming 
the  Goafl,  were  tolerably  well  wooded.  , 

Being  near  the  affigned  fituation  of  the  bay  in 
which  Sir  Francis  Drake  anchored,  and.  that  of 

a  port 
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a  port  called  by  the  Spaniards  Bodega,  our  atten¬ 
tion  was  directed  to  the  appearance  of  a  port  to 
the  eaftward,  for  Vv^hich  we  immediately  fleered. 
By  fun-fet  we  were  clofein  with  the  fhore,  which 
extended  from  N.  W.  by  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  i  E.,  fo 
that  we  were  confiderably  embayed.  We  were 
now  oft  the  northern  point  of  an  inner  bay  that 
feemed  divided  into  two  or  three  arms,  the 
foundings  had  been  regular^  from  40  to  28  fa¬ 
thoms,  the  bottom  a  bed  of  coral  rock,  fand,  and 
ihells.  Being  anxious  not  to  leave  any  opening 
on  the  coaft  unexamined,  and  as  the  evening  was 
ferene  and  pleafant,  I  was  induced  to  anchor, 
though  on  a  rocky  bottom,  off  this  point  for  the 
night,  which  bore  by  compafs  from  Us  N.  E:  by 
E.  two  miles  diftant,  that  my  defign  might  early 
in  the  morning  be  carried  into  execution.  Our 
fltuation  here  was  by  no  means  pleafant ;  during 
the  night  two  deep  fea  lines  w^ere  cut  through  by 
the  rocks,  and  at  four  in  the  morning' of  'Tuef- 
day  the  1 3th  the  buoy  was  feeU  drifting  pafl  fhip, 
and  was  proved  to  have  been  fevered  in  the  fame 
way.  Lefl  the  cable  fhould  fhare  the  fame  fate, 
no  time  was  loft  in  weighing  the  anchor  ;  fortu¬ 
nately  however  the  cable  had  not  received  any 
injury.  A  light  breeze  from  the  land  permitted 
us  to  ftand  acrofs  the  bay,  which  we  foon  dif- 
covered  to  be  port  Bodega  ;  its  north  point  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  obfervations  is  fituated  in  latitude 
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3 S°  2 1  longitude  237^21^.  This  point  is  fornaed 
of  low  ftcep  cliffs,  and  when  feen  from  the  fouth 
L ti>e  appearance  of  an  ifland,  but  is  firmly  con- 
w  ith  the  main  land.  To  the  eaft  the  land 
retires  and  forms  a  frnall  inlet,  apparently  favor¬ 
able  to  anchorage ;  k  has  a  flat  rock  on  which 
the  water  broke  in  its  entrance,  and  has  not  any 
other  vifible  danger  excepting  that  of  being  much 
Gxpofed  to  the  fouth  and  S.  E.  winds.  Not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  fail  into  the  bay,  we  flood -towards  its 
fouth  point,  which  lies  from  the  north  point  S. 
3:0  E.  at  the  )difi:ance  of  feven  miles.  Within 
thefe  limits  appeared  thrcie  fmall  openings  in  the 
coafl,  one  already  Boticed  to  the  eaflw-ard  of  the 
north  point,  the  otljer  twm  immediately  within 
the  fouth  point  ;  acrofs  thefe  a  cprme(k€d  chain 
of  breakers  feemed  to  extend,  with  three  high 
white  rocks,  which  near! j  blockaded  the  paffage. 
Although  very  folicitous  of  gaining  more  intelli¬ 
gence,  this  was  all  the  information  I  was  able  to 
procure  of  this  place,  which  required  to  be  mi¬ 
nutely  furveyed  by  our  boats  before  the  yeflel 
feould  enter ;  the  Hate  of  the  weather  was  ill 
calculated  for  fuch  fervice  :  it  was  very  dark  and 
gloomy,  and  the  deprcffion  of  the  mercury  in  the 
barometer  indicated  an  approaching  florm.  Our 
foundings  when  under  35  fathoms ‘were  on  a 
rocky  bottom,  and  confidering  that  any  further 
examination  at  this  time  was  not  important,  I 

fleered 
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fteered  along  the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  for  point 
de  los  Reys,  fo  named  by  the  Spaniards,  which 
at  noon  bore  by  compals,  S.  22  E.  diftant  about 
tw^o  leagues  :  the  latitude  by  an  inditlerent  ob*^ 
fervation,  38^  7^-  My  apprehenfions  of  bad  w^ea- 
ther  were  not  ill-founded  ;  after  a  few  hours  calm 
we  were  again  vifited  by  a  S.  S.  E.  gale^  attended 
as  before  with  heavy  rain  ;  this  foon  reduced  us 
to  clofe-reefed  topfkils,  and  brought  with  it  a 
very  heavy 'fea.  Soon  after  midnight  the  wind 
fuddenly  fliifted  to  the  weft  ward,  the  fky  became 
clear^  and  we  again  fteered  for  the  land  ;  about 
nine  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  14th  we 
pafled  point  de  los  Keys,  which  I  found  to  be 
fituated  in  latitude  38'  o',  longitude  237®  24'. 
This  is  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  promonto» 
rles  fouthward  of  cape  Flattery,  and  cannot  eafily 
be  miftaken  ;  when  feen  from  the  north,  or  fouth, 
at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  it  appears 
infular,  owing  to  its  projecting  into  the  fea,  and 
the  land  behind  it  beinff  lower  than  ulual  near 

O 

the  coaft ;  but  the  interior  country  preferved  .a 
more  lofty  appearance,  although  the  mountains 
extended  in  a  direftion  further  from  the  coaft 
than  thofe  we  had  lately  noticed.  From  the 
fouth  point  of  port  Bodega,  which  is  formed  by 
fteep  rocky  cliffs  with  feme  detached  rocks  lying 
near  it,  the  coaft  makes  a  (hallow  open  bay, 
wbich  is  bounded  by  a  low^  fandy  beach ;  to- 
•  •  -  %vards 
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wards  the  S.  E.  part  of  which  the  elevated  land 
of  point  de  los  Keys  again  commences,  and 
ftretches  like  a  peninfula  to  the  fouthward  into 
the  ocean,  where  its  higheft  part  terminates  in 
fteep  cliffs,  moderately  elevated,  and  nearly  per¬ 
pendicular  to  the  fea,  w^hich  beats  againft  them 
with  great  violence.  South w^ard  of  this  point  the 
fhore,  compofed  of  low  white  cliffs,  takes,  for 
about  a  league,  nearly  an  eaftern  direction,  and 
there  forms  the  north  point  of  a  bay  .extending 
a  little  dlftance  to  the  northward,  which  is  in- 

\ 

tirely  open,  and  much  expofed  to  the  fouth  and 
S.  E.  wdnds. 

The  eaftern  fide  of  the  bay  Is  alfo  compofed 
of  w^hite  cliffs,  though  more  elevated.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Spaniards,  this  is  the  hay  in  which  Sir 
Francis  Drake  anchored  ;  however  fafe  he  might 
then  have  found  it,  yet  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
it  promifed  us  little  fhelter  or  fecurity.  The 
wind  blowing  frefli  out  of  the  bay  from  the 
N.  N.  W.,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lofe  this 
opportunity  of  proceeding  with  all  difpatch  to 
St.  Francifco  ;  where  there  w'as  little  doubt  of  our 
obtaining  a  fupply  of  thofe  refrefliments  which 
w^ere  now'  much  w^anted  by  the  whole  crew. 

Off  point  de  los  Reys  are  fituated  fome  rocks, 
called  Farellones ;  thofe  wc  faw  were  tolerably 
high,  and  appeared  to  be  In  two  diftlndl  clufters 
of  three  or  four  rocks  each,  lying  in  a  S.  E.  and 

^  N.  W. 
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N.  W.  dire<3:ion  from  each  other.  The  higheft 
rock  of  the  northernmoft  group  lies  from  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  point  de  los  Keys,  S.  1  3  W.,  diftant 
14  miles  ;  the  fouthernmoft  S.  5  E.,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  17  miles.  From  unqueftionable  autho¬ 
rity  I  learned,  that  a  third  clufter  of  rocks,  fcarcely 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  lies  12i  miles  diftant 
from  the  above  point  S.  30  W. 

With  a  favorable  gale  and  pleafant  weather 
we  failed,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles, 
along  the  coaft  ;  w^hich,  from  point  de  los  Keys 
to  port  Francifco,  takes  a  diredlion  S.  02  E.  dif- 
tant  eight  leagues.  At  noon  the  obferved  lati¬ 
tude  was  37°  53',  longitude  23/°  35';  in  this 
iituation  point  de  los  Keys  bore  by  compafs  N. 
72  W. ;  the  fuppofed  bay  of  Sir  Francis  Drake 
'M.  45  W. ;  a  low  fandy  projecting  point,  olF 
which  fome  breakers  extended  nearly  two  miles 
to  the  E.  S.  E.,  being  our  nearef!:  fhore,  N.  34  W., 
about  a  league  dlftant ;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in 
fight  S.  E. ;  and  the  fouth-eafternmoft  of  the 
Farellones  S.  35  W. ;  to  the  eaftward  of  the  low 
fandy  projeftlng  point,  the  coaft  fuddenly  rifes 
Til  abrupt  cliffs,  with  very  unequal  furfaces,  pre- 
fenting  a  moft  dreary  and  barren  afpcft.  A'few 
fcattered  trees  w^ere  growing  on  the  more  elevated 
land,  with  fome  patches  of  dwarf  flirubs  in  the 
%*3llies  ;  the  reft  of  the.  country  prefcnted  cither 
„  .  a  fur- 
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a  furface  of  naked  rocks,  or  a  covering  of  very 
little  verdure. 

We  had  approached,  by  two  in  the  afternoon, 
within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  entrance  into  port 
St.  Francifco,  and  found  a  rapid  tide  fetting 
againft  us ;  the  depth  of  water  regularly  dccreafed 
from  1 8  to  4  fathoms,  which  appearing  to  be  the 
continuation  of  a  flioal  that  ftretehes  from  the 
northern  Ihore,  then  diftant  from  us  not  more 
than, a  league,  I  hauled  to  thciS.  W.  in  order  to 
avoid  it,  but  did  not  fucceed  in  reaching  deeper 
w  ater,  as  the  bank  wc  were  upon  extended  a  long 
way  in  that  dired:ion,  as  was' evident  from  the^- 
confufed  breaking  lea  upon  it,  and  the  IrSootb 
water  on  either  fide  of  it.  We  therefore  made 
for  the  port,  and  foon  increafed  the  depth  of 
water  to  eight  and  ten  fathoms,  until  we  arrived 
between  the  two  outer  points  of  entrance,  which* 
are  about  two  miles  and  a  half  apart,  and  bear 
ftom  each  other  N.  10  W.  and  S.  loE.;  here 
we  had  15  and  18  fathoms  water,  and  foon  af¬ 
terwards  we  could  gain  no  foundirig:  with.a  hand- 
line,. 

Although  favored  with,  a  pleafant  breeze' which 
impelled  us  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots  an^ 
hour,  it  availed  usmo  more*  than  juft  to  preferve 
our  ftation  againft  the  ebb  fetting  out  of  the  port. 
We.  did  not  advance  until  four  o'clock,,  and  then- 

but 


179'^‘]  ROUND  THE  -WOK LD.  417 

but  flowly,  through  the  channel  leading  Into  this 

fpacious  port;  lying  in  a  direftion  N.  6l  E.  and 

S.  Ol  W. ;  it  is  nearly  a  league  in  length,  with 

fome  rocks  and  breakers  lying  at  a  little  diftancc 

from  either  fhore.  Thofe  on  the  fouthern  fide 

were  furtheft,  detached,  and  moft  confpicuous, 

efpecially  one,  about  a  mile  within  the  S.  W,* 

point  of  entrance,  .which  feemed  to  admit  of  a 

paflage  within  it ;  but  we  had  no  opportunity  of 

afcertaining  that  fadl,  nor  is  it  of  any  importance 
>  * 

to  the  naYlgatlon,  as  the  main  channel  appeared 
to  be  f|:ee  from,  any  obftrudtion,  and  is  of  fuffi- 
cient  width  for  the  largeft  veffels  to  turn  in.  It& 
northern  fliore,  compofed  of  high  fteep  rocky 
cliffs,  is  the  boldeft  ;  the  fouthern  fide  is  much’ 
lower,  though  its  fouth-eaftern  point  is  formed 
©f  fteep  rocky  cliffs,  from  the  bale  of  which  a 
tradl  of  fandy  country  commences,  extendihg  not 
only  along  the  fouthern  Ihore  of  the  channel,  and 
fome  diftance  along  the  exterior  coaft  to  the 
fouthward,  but  likewlfe  to  a  confiderablc  height 
on  the  more  elevated  land  that  borders  thereon  ; 
and  interfperled  with  huge  maffy  rocks  of  diffe¬ 
rent  fzes,  which,  with  the  Farellones,  render 
this  point  too  confpicuous  to  be  miftaken.  Hav¬ 
ing  paffed  the  inner  points  of  entrance,  We  found 
ourfelves  in  a  very  fpacious  found,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  containing  a  variety  of  as  excellent 
VoL.  IL  E  e  ■  *  harbours 


A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 


4ia 


[not. 


harbours  as  the  known  world  affords.  The  Spa- 
nlfli  eftablifhment  being  on  the  fouthern  fide  of 
the  port,  our  courfe  was  dire6ted  along  that  fhore, 
with  regular  foundings  from  nine  to  thirteen  fa¬ 
thoms.  Several  perfons  were  now  feen  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback  coming  to  the  S.  E.  point  above? 
mentioned ;  from  whence  two  guns  were  fired^ 
and  anfwered  by  us^  agreeably  to  the  fignal  eftab- 
Hfhed  between  Seff  Quadra  and  myfelf.  As 
the  night  foon  clofed  in,  a  fire  was  made  on  the 
beach,  and  other  guns  were  fired;  but  as  we  did 
not  underftand  their  meaning,  and  as  the  ibund- 
i,ngs  continued  regular,  we  fleered  up  the  port, 
under  an  ealy  fail,  in  conflant  expedatlon  of  fee¬ 
ing  the  lights  of  the^town,  off  which  1  purpofed 
to  anchor :  but  as  thefe  were  not  difcoverable  at 
eight  at  night,  and  being  then  in  a  fnug  cove, 
intirely  land-locked,  with  fix  fathoms  water  and 
a  clear  bottom,  we  anchored  to  wait  the  return; 
of  day. 
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